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COMMUNICATION. 


Department  op  Common  Schools,        \ 
Harrisburg,  December  30,  1896.      ) 

To  His  Excellencv,  Andrew  G.  Curtin, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : 
Sir  : — In  cqmpliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the  honor  to 
Submit,  herewith,  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  for  the  year  ending  June  4,  1866. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
SupH  Common  Schools. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENr. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania : 

Gentlemen  : — Upon  assuming  control  of  the  School  Department  on  the 
first  day  of  November  last,  I  found  the  annual  report,  as  prepared  by  my 
predecessor,  Hon.  C.  R.  Coburn,  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness,  that  I 
deemed  it  best  to  present  it  as  a  whole,  and  it  will  be  found  in  the  proper 
place.  I  take  the  present  opportunity,  however,  to  re-capitulate  some  oi 
the  most  important  facts  mentioned  in  that  report,  and  to  communicate  some 
views  of  my  own.  It  is  hoped  that  the  whole  will  serve  to  impart  needed 
information  ia  regard  to  the  working  of  our  system  of  common  schoO'ls,  and 
lead  to  the  adoption  of  wise  measures  for  its  improvement. 

SXATISTIOS. 

The  most  important  fects  contained  in  Mr.  Coburn's  report  are  the  fol- 
lowing: 

There  were,  in  the  school  year  of  1865,  1,863  school  districts  in  the  State, 
13,146  schools,  16,141  teachers,  and  725,312  pupils,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  478,066.  The  total  cost  of  the  school  system  for  the  entire 
State,  including  taxes  levied  and  State  appropriation,  was  for  the  year 
$4,195,258  57. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  school  districts  was  2C :  in  the  number  «f 
schools,  22'2  ;  in  the  number  of  children  attending  school,  19,932;  in  the 
average  attendance  at  school,  18,945  ;  and  in  the  total  cost  of  the  system 
$581,020  02. 

Kot  including  Philadelphia,  the  increase  in  the  percentage  of  attendance 
was  .003  ;  in  the  average  length  of  term,  one  day;  in  the  average  cost  of 
tuition  per  month,  four  cents  ;  in  the  number  of  male  teachers,  493;  in  the 
number  of  female  teachers,  62 ;  in  the  salaries  of  male  teachers,  $2  5i ;  in 
the  salaries  of  female  teachers,  $2  10 ;  in  the  cost  of  tuition,  $220,743  67  ; 
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in  the  cost  of  fuel  and  contingencies,  $48,071  35  ;  and  in  purchasing  ground?, 
Iniilding,  renting  and  repairing  houses,  $222,209  72. 

From  these  statistic?,  it  may  be  seen  that  our  school  system,  recovering 
from  the  disastrous  consequences  of  the  war,  is  again  advancing.  By  their 
magnificent  contributions  to  sustain  it,  the  people  seem  to  have  confidence 
ia  the  system,  and  its  stendy  improvement  may  reasonably  be  expected  iu 
the  future.  The  system  is  indeed  assuming  immense  proportions.  With 
nearly  three  quarters  of  a  million  of  pupils  in  our  schools,  with  an  annual 
expenditare  of  over  four  millions  of  dollars  for  school  purposes,  and  with 
little  less  than  thirty  thousand  school  officers  engaged  in  the  work  of  teach- 
ing and  supervision,  great  progress  ought  to  be  made,  not  only  in  promot- 
ing all  kinds  of  material  prosperity,  but  in  advancing  the  higher  interests 
of  civilization.  Looking  broadly  over  the  field,  is  the  system  effecting  all 
the  good  that  ought  to  be  expected  of  it  ?  With  the  knowledge  it  imparts 
and  the  intellect  it  energizes,  does  it  give  due  culture  to  the  moral  nature  ? 
Is  it  lessening  crime  ?  Is  it  promoting  virtue  ?  Is  it  making  our  peop'e 
more  happy?  Earnest  men,  admitting  the  potver  of  the  common  school, 
are  asking  these  questions,  and  we  ought  to  be  al)]e  to  answer  them — we 
ought  to  know  whither  this  great  intellectual  ship  is  drifting,  freighted  as 
it  is,  with  its  rich  cargo  of  human  souls.  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  auswer 
will  be  favorable  to  common  schools  ;  and  it  is  my  intention  in  my  next  re- 
port, if  possible,  to  present,  in  addition  to  the  usual  statistics,  such  other 
statistics  as  I  may  be  able  to  collect,  tending  to  show  the  relation  of  educa- 
tion to  labor,  poverty,  crime,  intemperance,  insanity,  length  of  life,  <fcc.— 
This  effort  will  open  up  a  great  question  of  social  science,  and  any  aid  froiu 
any  quarter  will  be  gladly  received 

From  the  annual  statistical  table,  there  may  be  gathered  some  very  en- 
couraging facts,  but  for  the  sake  of  calling  special  attention  to  them,  I  will 
now  mention  certain  things  as  they  appear  in  that  table,  which  go  to  show 
that  the  system,  in  fts  practical  operation,  still  stands  in  much  need  of  im- 
provement. The  county  superintendents  report  that  the  number  of  school 
houses  in  the  State  unfit  for  use,  is  1,848 ;  the  number  without  out-houaes, 
4,545  ;  the  number  loith  insufficient  grounds  or  grounds  unsuitably  improved, 
r»,210;  the  number  with  injurious  furniture,  1,916;  the  number  with  in- 
sufficient furniture,  3,972  ;,  the  number  wholly  without  oppeeratus,  1,847  ; 
the  number  tho.t  have  not  adopted  uniform  text-hooks,  2,012;  the  number 
of  persons  examined  who  had  never  taught  school,  2,160;  the  number  ex- 
amined who  had  taught  less  than  a  year,  2.522  ;  and  about  one-half  of  the 
whole  number  of  teachers  examined  had  never  read  a  book  on  the  subject 
of  teaching.  These  facts  need  no  comment,  but  what  a  work  they  indicate 
for  the  earnest  and  intelligent  school  of&cer  ! 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Mr.  Cuburn  recoramend.s  that  the  miQimum  time  for  which  the  schools  ar« 
now  required  by  law  to  be  kept  open  be  increased  ;  that  a  larger  J^tate 
appropriation  be  made  ;  that  more  caution  be  observed  in  passing  local  and 
special  laws  relating;  to  schools  ;  that  the  law  giving  county  aid  to  teachers' 
institutes,  now  in  existence  in  eight  counties,  be  made  general ;  and  that  an 
appropriation,  to  be  distributed  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  adopted  last 
year,  be  made  to  the  several  State  Xormal  schools,  and  in  addition,  an  ap- 
propriation of  $5,000  be  given  to  the  State  Xormal  school  of  the  Third  dis- 
trict, located  at  Kuiztown,  BerKs  county. 

In  all  these  recommendations  I  cordially  concur. 

ADDITIONAIi   RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Omitting  many  matters  of  less  importance,  I  desire  in  this  place  to  name 
four  things  which  are  greatly  needed  at  this  time  to  enable  our  school  system 
to  produce  its  best  results.     They  are — 

1.  The  httttr  grading  of  schools. — A  school  in  a  thinly  settled  rural 
district  cannot  be  graded.  In  su  h  a  school  it  is  necessary  to  teach  large 
)»upil3  and  small  pupiis;  those  who  are  learning  arithmetic,  gra,mui«r,  and 
history,  an-.l  those  who  are  just  beginning  to  learn  to  read  ;  but  it  is  always 
done  at  great  disadvantage.  It  has  been  well  said,  "That  an  ungraded 
school  is  an  imperfect  school."  Wherever  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils 
can  be  brought  together,  it  is  very  much  better  and  cheaper  to  grade  the 
schools — better,  because  it  provides  a  way  in  which  the  higher  branches 
can  be  taught,  and  it  renders  classification  more  easy  and  teaching  more 
etfective  ;  and  cheaper,  because  with  the  same  number  of  pupils  it  does  not 
require  the  same  teaching  force.  For  example,  in  a  certain  village  there 
are  two  hundred  children  to  attend  a  school.  The  schools  are  ungraded, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  have  four  of  them,  with  four  teachers.  Each  teacher 
has  a  few  pupils  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  studies  pursued  in  common 
schools,  and  a  considerable  number  of  poorer  scholars  below  them.  The 
directors  of  the  district  now  conclude  to  sell  the  old  school  houses,  and 
build  a  new  house  large  enough  to  accommodate  all  the  children  of  the  vil- 
lage. They  will  then  need  one  grammar  school  for  the  more  advanced  pu- 
pils, and  two  primary  schools.  They  can  thus  dispense  with  one  teacher,  and 
the  other  three  will  have  fewer  classes  to  teach,  and  can  consequently  make 
better  preparation  for  their  work  than  before.  In  such  a  school  the  higher 
branches  can  be  readily  taught,  and  permanent  employment  could  be  given, 
at  least,  to  the  Principal  of  the  school. 

Every  locality  in  the  State,  where  seventy-five  pupils  can  be  conveniently 
brought  together,  ought  to  have  its  graded  school.     In  no  other  way  can 
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the  system  provide  for  its  own  expansion  or  supply  itself  with  a  full  corps 
of  professional  teachers.  Towns  and  thickly  settled  neighborhoods  have 
now  generally  a  sufficient  number  of  school  houses.  To  build  more  would 
be  a  calamity.  We  must  carry  on  the  work  of  grading  rapidly.  It  is  our  ' 
next  step  in  advance.  It  is  believed  that  in  several  of  our  larger  cities  the 
schools  are  imperfectly  graded,  and  it  is  known  that  hundreds  of  towns  and 
villages  are  fuffering  for  the  want  of  it.  Let  the  work  begin  here,  and, 
thence,  spread  out  into  the  rural  districts.  We  have  but  1,921  graded  schools 
in  the  State  ;  there  ought  to  be  three  times  that  number. 

To  help  on  this  work  of  grading  the  schools,  some  instructions  to  school 
officers,  giving  the  best  plans  of  grading,  will  be  issued  from  this  Depart- 
ment as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared. 

2.  The  more  complete  supervision  of  the  schools. — The  work  of  school 
supervision  in  Pennsylvania  is  now  done  by  four  agencies. 

First,  by  this  Department.  The  officers  employed  in  the  School  Depart- 
ment are  a  Superintendent,  a  Deputy  Superintendent,  three  clerks,  and  a 
messenger. 

Second,  by  the  county  superintendents.  County  superii>tendent3  were 
first  elected  in  this  State  in  1854,  and  it  is  not  claiming  too  much  for  the 
office  to  say  that  it  has  vitalized  the  whole  system.  To  it,  more  than  to 
any  other  agency,  or  to  all  other  agencies  combined,  we  owe  our  educational 
progress  during  the  last  twelve  years. 

Third,  by  the  school  directors.  There  are  six  school  directors  in  every 
school  district  in  the  State,  a  little  less  than  one  director  for  each  school. 
These  officers  have  charge  of  the  local  interests  of  the  schools,  and  two  of 
them  are  elected  annually,  in  every  district. 

Fourth,  by  the  district  superintendents.  It  has  been  decided  that  under 
our  present  school  laws  a  board  of  school  directors  may  appoint  one  of  their 
number  to  act  as  district  superintendent,  and  pay  him  a  salary.  Accurate 
reports  of  the  number  thus  appointed  have  not  been  made  to  this  Depart- 
ment, but,  unfortunately,  it  must  be  very  small. 

Valuable  as  all  of  these  agencies  are,  they  do  not,  and  cannot  perform  the 
necessary  work  of  supervising  the  schools.  The  commander  of  an  army 
finds  it  necessary  to  inspect,  almost  daily,  every  man  and  every  musket. — 
Our  great  railroad  companies  have  general  superintendents  and  special  su- 
perintendents, and,  in  addition,  employ  men  to  watch  every  mile  and  guard 
every  bridge.  Not  until  we  have  school  supervision  as  close  and  complete, 
will  our  system  produce  its  best  fruits. 

There  ought  to  be  at  least  one  additional  officer  connected  with  the 
School  Department.  As  much  work  outside  of  the  rooms  of  the  School 
Department  as  the  officers  now  employed  can  perform  will  be  cheerfully 
done,  but  unless  the  force  in  the  Department  be  increased,  a  great  many 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS.  xi 

things  that  need  doing  must  be  left  undone.  If  an  additional  officer  be  al- 
lowed, he  might  be  called  Field  Deputy  Superintendent,  to  distinguish  his 
position  from  that  of  the  Office  Deputy  Superintendeut,  a  title  which  might 
appropriately  be  given  to  the  present  Deputy  Superintendent.  The  duties 
of  this  officer  should  be  to  visit  the  several  counties  and  supervise  the  work 
of  the  county  superintendents,  harmonizing  and  infusing  spirit  into  it ;  to 
attend  teachers'  institutes,  and  deliver  addresses  to  the  people  on  the  sub- 
ject of  education  ;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  inspect  the  Normal  schools  and 
other  institutions  in  which  the  State  has  an  interest,  and  examine  into  the 
working  of  the  system  in  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  State,  making 
suggestions  everywhere  in  regard  to  its  improvement. 

After  much  reflection,  I  do  not  see  that  any  material  change,  likely  to  be 
profitable,  can  be  made  in  the  present  law  relating  to  the  mode  of  electing 
county  superintendents,  or  in  the  duties  now  enjoined  upon  them  Cer- 
tain 1  am  that  these  officers  ought  not  to  be  appointed  by  any  central  State 
authority.  That  policy  was  long  since  discarded  in  the  main  with  respect 
to  other  county  officers,  and  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the  people  with  re- 
spect to  couiily  superintendents.  The  evil  that  results  from  the  people's 
choosing  their  own  school  officers  is  the  same  that  arises  from  the  people's 
doing  anything  for  themselves.  The  people  must  be  trusted  to  elect  thei-r 
own  rulers,  or  republicanism  will  prove  a  failure.  Besides,  the  people 
can  do  it  better  than  a  Governor  or  a  State  Superintendent ;  and,  if  they 
make  mistakes,  they  will  learn  to  avoid  them  by  experience. 

The  principal  duties  of  the  county  superintendents  are  to  examine  teach- 
«3,  to  visit  schools,  and  to  hold  teachers'  institutes  and  educational  meet- 
ings. If  a  county  superintendent  performs  his  other  duties,  in  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  the  counties  of  the  State  he  can  make  but  one  short  visit  to  each 
school  under  his  jurisdiction  in  a  year.  Even  such  visits  can  be  made  ex- 
ceedingly profitable,  and  they  ought  to  be  continued,  but  the  schools  need 
a  supervision  more  frequent  and  more  detailed. 

The  local  supervision  of  the  schools,  so  far  as  it  cannot  be  performed  by 
the  county  superintendents,  is  devolved  by  law  upon  the  school  directors, 
who  are  required  to  visit  the  schools  of  their  respective  districts,  by  one  or 
more  of  their  number,  at  least  once  a  month.  But  it  is  simply  to  give  ex- 
pression to  a  well  known  fact,  to  say,  that  in  but  comparatively  few  instances 
is  this  duty  fully  and  intelligently  discharged.  The  directors  receive  no 
compensation  for  their  services,  they  must  hold  frequent  meetings  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  and  they  do  not  often  feel  that  they  can  spare  much 
time  for  the  visitation  of  schools.  Besides,  having  never  made  teaching  a 
gtudy,  it  is  nothing  to  their  discredit  that  in  many  cases  they  have  not  the 
professional  knowledge  to  enable  them  to  notice  and  correct  what  may  be 
wrong  in  the  management  of  the  schools  under  their  care. 
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The  district  superintendency  was  designed  to  enable  the  directors  to  per- 
form, by  a  paid  agent,  duties  which  they  could  not  conveniently  perform 
themselves.  This  provision  would  seem  to  be  a  wise  one,  one  that  would 
commend  itself  to  the  good  common  sense  of  business  men,  but  it  either 
has  not  been  perfectly  understood  or  properly  appreciated.  Perhaps,  th« 
reason  of  its  failure  consists  in  the  fact  that  a  district  superintendent  must 
be  a  regular  member  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  can  not  often  be  a  pro- 
fessional teacher. 

To  remedy  the  defective  local  supervision  of  our  schools,  the  time  has 
perhaps  come  for  an  amr ndment  to  the  school  law,  providing  for  the  election 
of  an  officer  to  be  called  a  local  superintendent.  If  so,  each  county  should 
be  divided  ijito  local  superintendent  districts,  each  containing  about  twenty 
or  twenty-five  schools,  and  the  school  directors  of  each  of  these  districts 
should  be  authorized  by  law  to  elect,  once  a  year,  a  local  superintendent, 
who  should  always  be  a  well  qualified  teacher,  and  not  a  member  of  th« 
board.  The  duties  of  this  oflQ(!er  should  be,  as  agent  for  the  directors,  to 
[aspect  all  the  school  property  and  visit  all  the  schools  of  the  district  once 
a  month,  to  give  such  instruction  as  might  be  ueeded  in  the  art  of  teaching 
to  the  teacher  of  each  school,  and  to  conduct  the  district  institutes  ;  hs 
»Iso  might  act  as  clerk  for  tii^  board  or  boards  of  dircctorb  of  ois  disii'ict, 
SMid  should  make  monthly  reports  to  them  and  to  the  proper  county  super- 
intendent. This  change  contemplates  making  the  duties  of  boards  of  di- 
rectors mainly  legislative  in  their  character,  and  constituting  the  local  su- 
perintendent their  executive  ofGcer.  If  carried  out,  it  would  relieve  the 
county  superintendents  of  some  of  their  more  detailed  labors,  and  th(| 
school  directors  from  the  duty  of  frequent  school  visitations. 

The  necessity  of  supervision  is  most  felt  in  our  cities  and  towns.  Every 
city  or  town,  with  over  five  thousand  inhabitants,  ought  to  have  a  superin- 
teade-nt  of  schools.  A  superintendent  in  a  city  or  town,  of  under  ten  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  might  spend  a  portion  of  his  time  in  teaching,  but  in  a  city 
or  town,  of  over  ten  thousand  inhabitants,  he  should  devote  his  time  entirely 
to  the  work  of  supervision.  Of  our  large  cities  and  towns,  Pottsville, 
Scranton,  Easton.  and  Reading  are  the  only  ones  known  to  have  city  su- 
perintendents. Surely,  the  time  cannot  be  far  distant  when  such  superin- 
tendents will  be  appointed  in  Lancaster,  Harrisburg,  Erie,  Allentown, 
Williamsport,  York  and  Norristown,  if  not  in  places  of  less  population. — 
Pitts-burg,  including  Allegheny  and  Birmingham,  should  have  two  superin- 
tendents, and  Philadelphia  would  find  it  goodeconomy,  as  well  as  wise  policy, 
to  employ  at  least  five  such  officers. 

3.   More  ample  provision  for  improvivg  the  qualificalions  of  teachers 

Doubtless,  under  the  influence  of  Normal  schools  and  other  similar  agen- 
cies, the  qualifications  of  teachers  have  greatly  improved  during  the  past  fe\r 
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years  ;  but  they  are  still  much  below  the  proper  standard,  and  notvviih- 
standing  all  that  has  been  done,  good  teachers  remain  the  great  want  of  the 
system.  Let  facts  tell  the  story.  Of  the  whole  number  of  persons  exam- 
ined as  teachers  in  the  year  1865,  12,171  received  provisional  certificates, 
and  388  professional  certificates,  and  1,351  were  rejected.  The  large  num- 
ber of  provisional  certificates  given  indicates  either  a  general  want  of  schol- 
arship, or  of  experience,  or  of  both.  It  indicates  no  doubt  a  want  of  both, 
for  the  average  grade  of  such  certificates  in  the  State  was  2^  in  a  scale  of  5, 
and  this  average  was  probably  rather  too  high  than  too  low,  and  there  were 
as  previously  stated,  4,682  teachers  who  had  either  never  taught  at  all,  or 
had  taught  less  than  one  year,  5,641  who  had  never  read  a  book  relating 
to  their  profession,  and  10,336  who  had  never  attended  any  kind  of  a  Nor- 
mal school,  either  State  or  private.  The  average  age  of  all  the  teachers  ex- 
amined was  twenty-three  and  a  third  years. 

What  can  be  done  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs  ?  The  inducement  of 
looger  terms  and  better  salaries  must  be  held  out  to  teachers.  Scarcely 
more  than  one-half,  certainly  not  more  than  two-thirds  of  those  who  teach 
ear  schools  one  year,  remain  to  teach  them  the  next.  Well  qualified  teach- 
ws  are  constantly  leaving  the  profbesi»n  and  inexperienced  ones  are  con- 
stantly taking  their  places,  and  in  thiig  stat*  of  things  no  rapid  rise  in  tbe 
general  standard  of  qualifications  is  possible.  The  only  remedy  for  this 
evil  is  longer  terms  and  better  SAlaries.  In  salaries  there  was  a  gratify- 
ing increase  in  186.^,  but  the  length  of  term  remains  almost  stationary. 

As  agencies  in  the  work,  our  State  Normal  schools  must  be  encouraged 
to  devote  their  whole  attention  to  educating  teachers,  and  teachers  must  be 
encouraged  to  attend  them.  It  must  be  made  their  interest  to  exclude  all 
academical  students.  Similar  schools  must  be  established  in  parts  of  the 
State  now  without  them.  From  facts  now  in  possession  of  this  Depart- 
ment, it  is  believed  that  full  four  thousand  teachers  in  the  State  would 
now  attend  State  Normal  schools  every  year  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time, 
if  these  schools  were  conveniently  located  and  efficiently  manned.  This 
work  must  be  pushed  forward,  and  as  a  beginning,  it  is  recommended  that 
county  superintendents  establish  Normal  institutes  or  temporary  Normal 
schools  in  their  respective  counties,  not  supplied  with  State  Normal  schools, 
to  continue  in  session  six,  eight,  or  ten  weeks,  or  longer.  It  is  best  for 
county  superintendents  to  manage  such  institutes  in  their  official  capacity, 
but  for  performing  such  a  duty,  they  ought  not,  except  in  peculiar  circum- 
stances, to  receive  any  compensation  in  dddition  to  thek  regular  8alaii€8. 

The  ordinary  county  institutes  must  be  continued,  and  where  possible, 
made  more  efficient.  Some  counties  are  noticed  which  do  not  hold  them, 
and  others  keep  them  ia  session  so  short  a  time  as  to  accomplish  little  good. 

The  district  institute  where  abandoned  ought  to  be  revived.     There  can 
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be  no  valid  objection  to  holding  them  as  formerly  required  by  law,  except 
that  of  inconvenience  in  attending  them,  especially  on  the  part  of  lady 
teachers  in  the  country  ;  but  surely  a  little  profepsional  zeal  would  over- 
come this  objection.  If  local  superintendents  be  appointed  as  suggested 
on  another  page  of  this  report,  they  would  make  the  district  institute  at 
once  efficient. 

Teachers  must  study  more  educational  books  and  read  more  educational 
journals.  Such  professional  ignorance  as  the  examinations  of  the  county 
superintendents  reveal  is  really  shameful.  Well  qualified  teachers  ought 
to  protest  against  the  employment  of  such  novices,  and  school  officers  ought 
to  insist  upon  more  preparation  for  the  important  work  of  the  school  room. 
Though  something  equivalent  to  the  provisional  certificates  now  granted 
to  teachers  m«it  be  continued  for  some  time  to  come,  county  superintend- 
ents should  press  the  standard  upwards.  It  is  better  even  that  some  schools 
be  closed  than  that  incompetant  teachers  should  be  employed.  A  gradual 
rise  in  the  qualifications^required  of  teachers  will  work  incalculable  go©d 
both  to  teachers  and  to  schools. 

4  Greater  efforts  to  awaken  popular  interest  in  education. — All  safe 
meesures  for  the  improvement  of  our  common  schools  must  have  a  basis  in 
a  favorable  public  sentiment.  These  schools  emanate  from  the  people,  and 
their  condition  must  be  an  expression  of  the  people's  will.  A  people  thor- 
oughly aroused  to  the  importance  of  education  would  soon  put  an  end  ta 
all  reasonable  complaints  respecting  poor  school  grounds  and  school  houses, 
inconvenient  school  furniture,  and  unqualified  teachers.  The  salaries  of 
skilful  teachers  would  then  be  liberal,  the  school  term  sufficiently  long, 
the  schools  properly  graded,  and  school  supervision  all  that  could  be  de- 
sired. Progress  in  the  improvement  of  schools  is  slow,'because  a  stream 
cannot  rise  higher  than  its  fountain,  because  it  requires  time  and  patience 
to  leaven  with  intelligence  the  heavy  lump  of  ignorant  humanity. 

With  brave  hearts,  let  this  work  be  engaged  in.  The  Press  may  be  made 
a  powerful  auxiliary  in  spreading  facts  relating  to  education  before  the 
people.  Not  an  editor  in  the  State  will  refuse  to  publish  brief,  pithy  ac- 
counts of  educational  meetiags,  of  superintendents'  visit,  or  of  school  ex- 
aminations. Some  of  them  are  willing  to  devote  a  column,  weekly,  to 
matters  relating  to  education.  School  officers  and  persons  interested  in  edu- 
cation must  write  more,  and  let  the  word  education  be  rung  in  the  ears  of 
the  people  until  they  know  what  it  means. 

The  Pulpit  ought  to  be  enlisted  in  the  good  work.  Surely,  the  fact  is 
patent  enough  that  the  education  of  the  masses  of  the  American  people 
must,  at  least  for  long  years  to  come,  be  educated  by  the  agency  of  com- 
mon schools.  Private  schools  of  all  kinds  dwindle  away  before  them  when 
well  conducted.     Whether  we  have  hit  upon  the  best  possible  system  or 
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oiherwise,  it  is  a  system  that  seems  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  people,  and 
it  is  plainly  destined  to  prevail  over  all  others.  Accepting  this  fact,  hun- 
dreds of  clergyman  are  looking  about  to  see  if  there  is  no  way  in  which 
they  can  help  on  the  work  of  educating  the  people.  If  they  wait  for  an 
invitation,  let  vhera  wait  no  longer.  Others  have  found  their  opportunity 
and  are  using  it  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  both  school  and  church.  If  the 
|f)ulpit  speak  out  in  favor  of  the  common  school  m®vement,  we  can  soon 
nake  moral  and  religious  instruction  occupy  a  more  prominent  place  in  our 
teaching,  and  the  whole  system  will  gain  an  additional  tie  to  bind  it  to  the 
hearts  of  the  people. 

Public  educational  meetings  should  be  held  all  over  the  State.  The  pa- 
trons of  schools  should  be  asked  to  visit  them.  Superintendents  should 
invite  citizens  to  attend  their  examinations,  and  go  with  them  in  their  visi- 
tations.    Teachers  should  become  missionaries  for  the  good  of  the  cause. 

Much  ought  to  be  accomplished  in  awakening  public  attention  to  the  work 
we  have  in  hand,  with  the  force  at  our  command,  if  all  prove  good  soldiers. 
We  have  have  sixty-five  county  superintendents,  over  eleven  thousand  di- 
rectors, and  sixteen  thousand  teachers,  and  this  army  fighting  in  a  cause 
like  that  which  aims  to  effect  an  end  so  beneficent  as  that  of  the  education  of 
a  whole  people,  cheered  onward  by  all  good  men,  and  smiled  upon  by  Hea- 
ven, ought  to  be  invincible.  Once  convince  the  people  that  it  is  their  hi- 
terest,  their  honor,  and  their  glory  to  have  good  schools,  and  the  victory  is 
won. 

A   CLASSIFICATION    OF   THE   EDUCATIONAL   INSTITUTIONS   OF   TQE   STATE. 

All  the  educational  institutions  of  Pennsylvania  may  be  divided  into  three 
great  clssses  :  first,  those  which  are  not  under  State  control,  or  dependent 
upon  State  aid  ;  second,  those  which  are  partially  under  State  control,  or 
partially  dependent  upon  State  aid  ;  and,  third,  those  which  are  wholly 
under  State  control,  or  wholly  dependent  upon  State  aid. 

The  first  class  has  three  divisions,  colleges,  academies  and  seminaries 
and  private  common  schools. 

The  second  class  includes  Normal  schools,  as  organized  in  this  State, 
and  charitable  institutions  of  various  kinds,  such  as  schools  for  the  idiotic, 
asylums  for  the  blind,  d«af  and  dumb,  and  insane,  houses  of  refuge  or  re- 
formatories, and,  perhaps,  the  lately  established  schools  for  the  education 
and  maintenance  of  the  orphan  children  of  soldiers  and  sailors.  Possibly, 
also,  the  State  penitentiaries  should  be  included  in  this  class,  since  the  phi- 
lanthrophy  of  the  age  is  making  them  as  much  schools  otf  reform  as  places 
of  punishment. 

The  third  class  embraces  free  common  schools  of  all  gradea. 
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THE    EDUCATlONfAL   ISSTITUT  ONS   WHICH    ARB    NOT    UNDER    STATE    CONTROL    OR 
DErENDENT    UPON    STATE   AID. 

Colleges. — The  Legislature  of  Peansylvaaia  has  granted  charters  giving 
the  right  to  confer  degrees  to  over  thirty  literary  institutions.  Some  of 
these,  there  is  reason  to  think,  never  organized  under  their  charters,  a  num- 
ber of  them  having  gone  into  operation  eventually  failed,  and  several  now. 
in  operation,  although  colleges  by  legislative  enactment,  are  scarcely  more 
than  good  academies.  This  loose  manner  of  granting  college  charters 
ought  not  to  continue.  It  degrades  the  name,  and  is  most  unjust  to  those 
institutions  which  are  truly  colleges.  Indeed,  the  Legislature  ought  to  do 
something  to  right  the  wrong  that  has  already  been  done. 

Thirteen  institutions  have  at  times  made  reports  lo  this  Department  un- 
der the  head  of  colleges.  Whether  all  of  these  are  properly  so  called,  facts 
are  wanti^-g  here  to  determine,  and  it  is  likely  that  some  deserving  institu- 
tions have  failed  to  report  No  reports  have  ever  been  received  from  the 
Girard  college  for  orphans,  located  in  Philadelphia,  which,  however,  strictly 
speaking,  is  not  a  college,  from  the  Polytechnic  college,  a  very  deserving 
professional  school,  located  in  the  same  city,  nor  from  the  Agricultural  col- 
lege, located  in  Ceetre  county,  an  institutiou  which  has  received  large  gr*- 
tuTties  from  the  State,  and  is  now  understood  to  be  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition.  Conclusions,  therefore,  based  upon  the  statistics  in  possession 
of  the  Department,  can  only  approximate  the  truth.  It  cannot'  be  very 
far  wrong,  however,  to  say  that  the  whole  number  of  students,  graduated 
at  the  colleges  of  Pennsylvania,  is  7,000  ;  that  the  number  of  students,  in 
attendence  at  the  colleges  of  the  State,  is  2,000  ;  that  of  these,  1,000  are  in 
preparatory  departments,  or  are  pursuing  an  irregular  or  partial  course  of 
study  ;  that  the  number  of  volumes  in  all  the  college  libraries  is  110,000  ; 
that  the  value  of  the  apparatus  in  colleges  is  $60,000  00 ;  that  the  annual 
income  of  all  the  colleges,  from  tuition,  is  $55,000  00  ;  and  from  invested 
funds  $50,000  00  ;  and  that  their  endowment  has  been  increased  within  the 
last  two  years  $500,000  00.  This  last  item  does  not  include  the  magnifi- 
cent donation  of  over  $500,000  00,  made  by  the  Hon.  Asa  Packer,  to  found 
a  new  institution,  to  be  called  the  Lehigh  University,  nor  the  contribution 
of  some  $150,000  00,  made  by  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  to  erect 
buildings  for  a  eoUege,  to  be  called  Swarthmore. 

These  statistics  are  as  a  whole  presented  with  little  satisfaction.  That 
a  State  like  ours,  with  uncounted  wealih  and  a  population  of  three  and  a 
half  millions  of  people,  should  have  done,  or  be  doing,  nothing  more  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  collegiate  education  among  us,  is  to  me  a  source  of 
humiliation,  especially  when  coupled  with  the  fact  that  small  sister  Com- 
monwealths have  far  outstripped  us  in  this  regard.     The  State  has  a  deep 
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interest  in  her  colleges.  To  them  she  must  look  for  liberal  scholarship  and 
generous  culture.  We  may  justly  boast  of  our  commou  schools,  but  they 
caonot,  in  our  present  social  condition,  complete  the  work  of  education. — 
Broad-minded  scholars  are  wanted  in  overy  avocation  in  life.  The  State 
needs  their  services ;  they  grace  the  professions  ;  they  give  tone  and  (Aar- 
acter  to  society  ;  they  diffuse  light  around  them.  The  true  wealth  of  the 
human  mind  is  not  found  on  its  surface,  but  in  its  lowest  depths,  and  the 
hand  of  education  ought  to  reach  down  there  and  develop  it. 

Holding  these-  views,  1  am  glad  to  know  that  some  of  our  leading  col- 
leges have  lately  succeeded  in  considerably  increasing  their  endowmenis 
and  facilities  for  instruction,  and  that  others  are  making  an  effort  to  do  so. 
May  they  all  meet  with  abundant  success.  May  many  large-hearted  men 
like  Packer  be  found  among  our  own  citizens,  and  may  some  kind  Provi- 
dence send  to  us  a  Peabody  to  bless  our  colleges  with  rich  donations. 

Academies  and  Seminaries. — Under  the  head  of  academies  and  semiua 
ries,  is  designed  to  be  embraced  all  that  class  of  institutions  of  lower  grade 
than  the  colleges,  managed  by  private  individuals,  or  by  corporations,  which 
impart  instruction  of  a  higher  owJer  than  that  given  at  public  common 
schools.  Most  of  them  are  boarding  schools,  but  they  generally  admit  day 
scholars.  Some  of  them  admit  none  but  pupils  somewhat  advanced  in  their 
studies,  while  others  admit  mere  b-eginners. 

The  statistics  in  the  possession  of  the  Department,  relating  to  this  class 
of  institutions,  are  very  incomplete,  as  from  many  of  them  no  reports  were 
received;  but  the  thirry-five  institutions  making  reports,  had,  during  the 
past  year,  5,267  students,  of  whom  2,873  were  day  scholars,  and  these  were 
instructed  by  20fi  teachers.  There  were  in  their  libraries  20,0i4  volumes, 
and  the  value  of  their  apparatus  was  $^,410  00.  The  whole  value  of  the 
property  belonging  to  them  was  $520,035  00.  It  appears  that  824-  of  their 
pupils  were  preparing  to  become  teachers,  but  this  class  of  pupils  will  most 
likely  soon  be  transferred  to  their  proper  Normal  schools,  where  they  be- 
long. 

So  far  as  academies  and  seminaries  Gil  a  place  which  cannot  be  filled  by 
the  common  schools,  and  all  the  best  of  them  do  fill  such  a  place,  they  are 
doing  a  good  work,  and  ought  to  be  encouraged.  The  time  will  probably 
never  come  when  common  schools  can  be  so  well  graded  in  rural  districts, 
as  to  furnish  instruction  in  the  higher  branches  of  learning,  necessary  to 
ut  young  men  to  enter  college,  to  engage  in  complicated  kinds  of  business, 
or  to  take  a  leading  part  in  the  affairs  of  society.  Young  ladies  can  now 
obtain  a  higher  education  in  no  other  class  of  institutions.  On  the  whole, 
I  look  for  this  class  of  institutions  to  improve  in  quality,  if  not  increase  in 
numbers,  as  our  common  school  system  grovrs  better,  and  their  function 
will  hardly  be  less  important  in  the  future  than  in  the  past. 

B 
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Private  Common  School>i. — There  is  a  class  of  seliools  in  the  State  of 
lower  g:rade  than  academies  and  seminaries  proper,  and  I  call  them  private 
common  schools.  Their  pupils  are  mostly  day  scholars,  and  they  give  in- 
structiou  almost  exclusively  in  the  elementary  branches  Some  of  them  are 
connected  -v^ith  churches,  and  others  are  supported  by  people  who  like  to 
be  exclusive.  The  county  superintendents  report  their  number  for  the  past 
year  at  862,  with  30,123  pupils,  and  1,045  teachers  It  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  some  of  the  schools  reported  as  private,  are  also  reported  as 
academies  or  seminaries.  Little  can  be  said  in  favor  of  this  class  of  schools. 
They  have  no  legitimate  place  in  our  school  system,  and  often  stand  in  the 
v.'ay  of  its  success  ;  but  people  have  a  right  to  establish  them,  and  no  pru- 
dent person  will  attempt  to  interfere  with  it. 

ELL'CATIONAL    INSTITUTIONS    WHICH    ARE     PARTIALLY   UNDER    STATE  CONTROL 
AND    PARTIALLY    DEPENDENT   UPON    STATE    AID. 

Normal  Schools. — The  Normal  school  law  of  1857,  divided  the  State  into 
twelve  Normal  districts,  and  contemplates  the  establishment  of  a  Normal 
school  in  each  district.  Four  schools  have  been  recognized  as  State  Nor- 
mal schools,  under  this  law,  by  the  proper  authorities,  one  at  Mil!er.5ville, 
Lancaster  couaty,  in  the  Second  district,  in  1859;  one  at  Edinboro',  Erie 
county,  in  the  Twelfth  district,  in  1861 ;  one  at  MansBell,  Tioga  county,  in 
the  Fifth  district,  in  1862  ;  and  one  at  Kutztown,  Berks  county,  in  the  Third 
district,  within  the  present  year.  Other  districts,  it  is  understood,  are  pre- 
paring to  put  schools  in  operation  at  an  early  day. 

There  are  those  who  think  that  twelve  State  Normal  schools  are  too  many. 
Whether  this  opinion  is  correct  or  not,  depends  entirely  upon  the  object  the 
Legislature  had  in  view  in  enacting  the  Normal  school  law.  If  that  object 
was  to  prepare  for  their  work,  as  fully  as  possible,  successive  classes  of 
temporary  teachers, -like  those  who  now  teach  the  most  of  our  schools, 
twelve  schools  are  rather  too  few  than  too  many.  A  sufficient  number  of 
persons  who  are  not  sure  they  will  make  teaching  a  permanent  business, 
but  who  intend  to  teach  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  would  now  resort  to 
State  Normal  schools,  if  properl}'-  located  and  well  managed,  to  fill  twelve 
of  them  to  overflowing.  But  if  the  object  was  to  furnish  thorough  profes- 
sional instruction  to  the  few  who  choose  teaching  as  a  business  for  life, 
and  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  for  positions  as  teachers  in  high  schools, 
academies,  and  colleges,  or  as  principals  and  superintendents  of  schools, 
one  school,  instead  of  twelve,  is  all  that  is  needed.  Both  of  these  objects 
are  worthy  the  encouragement  of  the  State;  and,  perhaps,  the  time  may 
come  when  o  iv  Normal  schools  will  be  so  organized  as  to  ofiect,  more  c  sm- 
pletely  than  at  present,  the  firs*,  and  when  the  second  will  be  accomplished 
by  the  establishment  of  a  Normal  college. 
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According  to  the  reports  received  at  this  Department,  the  whole  num- 
ber of  students  who  attended  the  Normal  schools  at  Millersville,  Edinboro', 
and  Mansfield,  up  to  September,  1865,  was  f),0r)7,  and  the  whole  number  of 
graduates  was  118.  The  number  of  students  who  attended  these  institu- 
tions during  the  school  year  of  iStiS,  was  2,010,  of  whom  467  were  in  the 
several  model  schools,  and  the  number  who  graduated  at  the  recent  com- 
mencements was  43.  Of  the  1,543  students  in  the  Normal  schools,  523 
designed  to  become  teachers  at  Edinboro'  and  Mansfield,  and  Millersville 
did  not  reportj  but  would  probably  add  400  to  the  number,  making  in  all 
923. 

Of  the  1)8  graduates  of  these  schools,  111  taught  after  graduating,  20 
who  taught  at  first,  have  left  the  profession,  and  3  are  deceased.  This  is 
quite  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  question  as  to  whether  Normal  school 
graduates  continue  as  teachers.  But  as  before  hinted,  the  great  good  that 
these  schools  have  done,  and  are  doing,  does  not  so  much  arise  from  the 
small  number  of  students  they  graduate  as  teachers,  and  these  in  many 
places  seem  like  cities  set  upon  hills,  as  from  the  hundreds  of  undergradu- 
ates who  attend  them  every  year,  and  whose  ability  to  teach  is  much  in- 
creased by  the  studies  they  pursue,  the  knowledge  of  teaching  they  get. 
and  the  life  they  lead  at  these  schools.  On  the  whole,  it  may  be  safely 
said,  that  State  Normal  schools  fill  a  place  in  our  general  school  system 
recognized  as  essential  to  its  success  by  all  those  who  have  reflected  upon 
the  subject. 

The  policy  the  State  has  pursued  towards  these  institutions,  is  to  grant 
to  each,  at  intervals,  $15,000  00,  to  be  used  in  purchasing  ground  and 
erecting  and  furnishing  buildings,  and  after  the  schools  had  gone  fairly  into 
operation,  to  allow,  under  certain  conditions,  to  each  pupil  designing  to 
become  a  teacher,  fifty  cents  per  week,  and  to  all  graduates  pledging  them- 
selves to  teach  two  full  years  in  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  fifty  dol- 
lars. Under  this  arrangement,  pupils  entering  one  of  the  State  Normal 
schools,  and  being  prepared  to  take  up  the  studies  of  the  Normal  course 
proper,  receive  nineiy-hvo  dollars  from  the  State,  a  sum  more  than  equiva- 
lent to  the  average  cost  of  tuition  in  these  schools  when  paid  by  the  pupils 
themselves.  Disabled  soldiers  or  sailors,  or  orphan  children,  whose  fathers 
lost  their  lives  in  the  service  of  the  country,  receive  twice  as  much  per 
week  as  ordinary  students.  This  policy  seems  eminently  wise,,  as  it  first 
helps  the  people  build  Normal  schools,  and  then  helps  teachers  in  attend- 
ing them. 

There  are,  however,  certain  serious  defects  in  the  Norman  school  law  of 
the  State,  and  certain  grave  mistakes  being  made  in  operating  the  schools 
under  it,  to  which  in  due  time  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  will  be 
called.     They  are  now  sufficiently  obvious  to  the  discerning  eye,  and  further 
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experience  will  render  them  plain  to  everybody.  In  the  meantime,  in  order 
to  act  with  the  concurrence  of  those  most  interested,  a  aiceting  will  be 
called  to  deliberate  upon  the  subject,  to  be  composed  of  the  principals  of  all 
the  schools,  and  one  or  two  representatives  elected  by  each  of  the  several 
boards  of  trustees. 

Ghari'ahl',  ImUlu'iins. — The  Pennsylvania  Training  School  for  Feeble 
Minded  Children  is  located  at  Media,  Deljiware  county.  The  State  appro- 
priation to  this  institution,  last  year,  would  probably  amount  to  $"25,000  00, 
and  it  had  on  December  31,  1865,  152  children  on  its  roll. 

The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  Blind  is  located 
in  Philadelphia.  The  State  appropriation  to  this  institution,  last  year,  was 
$4'5,250  00,  and  the  number  of  pupils  on  its  roll  December  1,  1865,  was 
186. 

The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  is  located  in  Phila- 
delphia. The  State  appropriation  to  this  institution,  last  year,  was  $39,119 
70,  and  the  number  ot  pupils  on  its  roll  January  1,  1866,  was  175. 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane  is  located  at  Pitts- 
burg. The  State  appropriated  to  this  institution,  last  year,  $82,600  00,  and 
i*  bad  on  the  Ist  of  January,  S866,  ^O-i-  patients. 

The  State  Lunatic  Asylum  of  Pennsylvania  is  located  at  Harrisburg. — 
The  State  appropriated  to  this  institution,  last  year,  $16,000  00,  and  it  had 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1866,  281  patients. 

The  House  of  Refuge,  at  Philadelphia,  received,  last  year,  $30,000  00 
from  the  State,  and  had  on  the  1st  of  January,  1866,  519  inmates. 

The  House  of  Refuge,  at  Pittsburg,  received  last  year,  from  the  State, 
$73,000  00,  and  bad  on  the  26th  of  December,  1365,  234.  inmates. 

The  Northern  Home  for  Friendless  Children,  at  Philadelphia,  received 
from  the  State,  last  year,  $5,000  00,  and  had  May  1,  1866,  323  inmates,  of 
whom  175  were  soldiers'  and  sailors'  orphans. 

The  schools  for  the  orphan  children  of  soldiers  and  sailors,  received  from 
the  State,  last  year,  $300,000  00,  and  there  were  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1866,  2,105  children,  in  31  institutions. 

The  whole  amount  appropriated  by  the  State  to  charitable  institutions, 
last  year,  was  $615,969  70.  Including  that  appropriated  to  the  two  State 
penitentiaries,  it  was  about  $661,969  70. 

As  far  as  I  can  judge  from  their  reports,  and  from  what  I  know  from 
other  sources,  all  these  institutions  are  doing  a  good  work,  and  doing  it 
well.  In  contemplating  that  work,  questions  concerning  the  relations  of 
education  to  the  classes  taught  or  confined  in  them,  press  themselves  for- 
ward for  discussion,  but  the  investigation  must  be  postponed  or  left  entirely 
to  others. 
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EDUCATIONAL   INSTITUTIONS   WHOLLY    UNDER    STATE    CONTROL   OR    WHOLLY   DE- 
PENDENT   UPON    KTATK    AID. 

This  cla?s  of  institutions  is  intended  to  include  all  schools  embraced  by 
our  common  school  system.  This  system  is  not  at  all  a  system  of  State 
schools,  in  a  European  sense  ;  it  is  rather  a  system  of  schools,  managed  by 
the  people,  under  regulations  provided  by  the  State.  The  term  State  is, 
therefore,  used  in  a  sense  peculiarly  American. 

Pennsylvania  adopted  the  common  school  system  in  1834.  Bitterly  op- 
posed at  first,  and  for  years,  it  is  now  generally  popular.  Compared  with 
what  it  ought  to  be,  it  seems  very  defective,  but  estimated  by  the  results 
it  has  already  accomplished,  and  those  it  seems  to  promise  for  the  future, 
and  all  good  citizens  must  acknowledge  its  value.  It  is  only  by  the  instru- 
mentality of  such  a  system,  that  a  whole  people,  in  the  condition  of  ours, 
can  be  educated.  If  there  are  reasonable  objections  to  it,  let  them  be  re- 
moved ;  and  let  all  unite  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  from  it,  the  full  measure 
of  good  which  it  is  capable  of  accomplishing. 

A    PLAN   FOR   BUINGING   ABOUT   A    CLOSER   UNTON  AAfONG  ALL  THE  EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS    OP    THB    STATE. 

Up  to  the  present  time  there  has  been  little  harmony  of  action  among  the 
educational  institutions  of  the  State.  All  of  them  have  aimed  at  the  same 
end,  but  each  class,  and  in  many  cases,  each  iustitutiou  has  sought  it  inde- 
pendently of  the  rest.  The  battle  against  ignorance  has  been  fought  by  de- 
tachments under  separate  commanders,  and,  sometimes,  with  divided  coun- 
sels. The  conflict  would  be  rendered  less  desperate,  and  the  final  victory 
more  secure,  if  all  could  be  induced  to  fight  as  one  man  and  under  one  flag. 

The  followingplan,  fora  closer  union  among  allour  educational  institutions, 
is  not  the  result  of  hasty  investigation,  but  it  is  proposed  only  after  a  some- 
what careful  study  of  school  systems  in  other  States  and  countries.  It  is 
not  intended  to  present  a  bill  embodying  the  features  of  the  present  plan 
to  the  Legislature  this  winter.  No  great  harm  can  result  from  a  year's 
delay,  and  this  will  give  time  for  reflection,  on  the  part  of  all  those  whose 
interests  are  involved  in  it,  and  if  any  modification  in  its  details  seems  de- 
sirable, after  thorough  discussion,  they  can  be  readily  made.  Progress 
should  be  made  in  education,  as  in  other  things,  but  it  must  be  safe  progress. 

The  Flart  an  to  Colleges. — Our  colleges  cannot  be  disturbed,  and  ought 
not  to  be,  in  their  vested  rights  or  chartered  privileges.  Unless  it  be  made 
voluntarily,  no  change  should  be  demanded  in  their  present  relations  to  the 
various  religious  denominations,  that  for  the  most  part  founded  and  have 
supported  them,  and  none  is  required  by  the  plan  now  proposed.     Their 
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government  ought  to  remain  in  the  same  bands  as  now.  But  the  plan  as 
to  colleges,  contemplates  the  passage  of  a  general  law  regulating  these  in- 
stitutions in  certain  particulars,  but  leaving  their  authorities  entirely  free 
to  accept  its  provisions  or  not,  at  their  option. 

The  leading  provisions  of  such  a  law  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be — 

First.  A  provision  fixing  the  requirements  of  every  institution  claiming 
to  be  a  college,  and  asking  the  benefits  conferred  by  the  law.  This  legis- 
lation would  give  their  just  rank  to  the  colleges  that  deserve  the  name,  and 
exclude  from  it  those  institutions  that  bear  the  name  unworthily. 

Second.  A  provision  requiring  all  colleges,  accepting  the  act,  to  make  an- 
nual reports  to  some  properly  constituted  State  authority,  and  to  be  open  to 
the  visitation  of  competent  officers  appointed  by  that  authority. 

Third.  A  provision  providing  for  a  certain  number  of  free  scholarships 
for  pupils  coming  up  properly  prepared  and  properly  recommended  from 
the  common  schools,  through  the  academies,  seminaries,  and  high  schools  of 
the  State. 

Fourth.  A  provision  giving  a  liberal  annual  appropriation  from  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  State,  to  all  the  colleges  accepting  the  act. 

The  Flan  as  to  Academies  and  Seminaries. — As  with  respect  to  colleges, 
academies  and  seminaries  must  retain  the  rights  and  privileges  granted 
them  in  their  charters,  their  denominational  preferences,  and  their  power  to 
govern  themseves  by  regulations  of  their  own  making  ;  but,  as  with  respect 
to  colleges,  also,  the  plan  proposes  the  passage  of  a  general  act  of  assem- 
bly, fixing  the  requirements  of  every  academy  and  seminary  claiming  the 
benefits  of  the  act ;  requiring  all  such  academies  and  seminaries  to  make 
annual  reports  to  the  proper  State  authorities,  and  be  open  to  the  visitation 
of  these  authorities ;  providing  for  free  scholarships  for  a  certain  number 
of  pupils,  properly  prepared  and  recommended,  coming  from  the  common 
schools  and  applying  for  admission  ;  and  granting  to  all  academies  and  semi- 
naries, as  such,  complying  with  the  law,  a  small  annual  appropriation  from 
the  State  Treasury. 

It  ought  not  to  be  expected  that  a  very  large  number  of  free  scholarships 
could  be  granted,  either  by  academies  and  seminaries,  or  by  colleges,  un- 
less the  State  appropriations  should  prove  larger  i  ban  are  likely  to  be  made  ; 
but  the  few  pupils  that  could  thus  be  admitted,  would  be  persons  from  whom 
society  might  reasonably  expect  much  benefit,  and  to  whom  such  help  would 
be  a  valuable  aid.  It  would  furnish  an  opening  by  which  talent,  born  in  ob- 
scurity or  in  poverty,  could  reach  the  light.  A  State  cannot  afford  to  lose 
the  wealth  of  a  single  great  soul,  whether  God  choose  to  send  it  into  the 
world  in  a  cottage  or  in  a  castle.  The  way  ought  to  be  made  as  easy  a8 
possible  for  a  child  of  the  poorest  parentage  to  obtain  knowledge  of  a  high 
order,  if  his  soul  craves  it. 
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The  best  way  of  presenting  candidates  for  free  scholarships,  that  sug- 
gests itself  to  me,  is  as  follows  :  Let  teachers  recommend  individual  pupils 
to  boards  of  directors  ;  let  boards  of  directors  forward  the  names  of  those 
they  deem  worthy  to  the  proper  county  superintendent  ;  let  the  county  su- 
perintendent, on  a  day  appointed,  examine  all  candidates  for  admission  into 
the  academies  and  seminaries  recognized  by  the  State,  from  his  county,  keep 
a  list  of  those  who  successfully  pass  the  examination,  and  when  vacancies 
occur  in  the  institutions  they  prefer  to  enter,  notify  them  ;  and  then  let  those 
notified  present  themselves  to  the  authorities  of  the  institutions  designated, 
and,  if  found  prepared,  enter  upon  the  prescribed  course  of  study,  and  receive 
at  once  the  advantage  of  the  free  scholarships  provided  for.  For  admission 
into  the  colleges  recognized  by  the  State,  individual  pupils,  recommended 
by  the  principal  or  faculty  of  the  academy,  seminary,  or  high  school  which 
they  have  been  attending,  might  make  application  to  the  proper  county 
superintendent,  who  could  examine  them,  at  a  time  appointed,  and,  if  found 
qualified  and  worthy,  present  their  names  to  the  authorities  of  the  college 
they  might  prefer,  where  they  could  be  admitted  and  exempted  from  all 
tuition  able  to  comply  with  the  required  conditions.     This  feature 

of  the  plan,  alone,  would  effect  a  closer  union  among  all  classes  of  educa- 
tional institutions,  by  creating  among  them  a  common  interest  and  engaging 
them  in  a  common  work. 

The  Plan  as  to  Private  Common  Schools. — There  will  always  be  schools 
of  a  wholly  private  character,  but  if  the  plan  proposed  be  adopted,  their 
number  will  gradually  diminish  ;  and  unless  this  Department  is  ill  advised 
concerning  their  effects,  their  entire  disappearance  should  not  be  regarded 
as  a  calamity. 

The  Flan  as  to  Normal  Schools. — The  Normal  school  law  already  in  ex- 
istence harmonizes  in  almost  every  particular  with  the  plan  now  proposed, 
and  need  not  be  materially  changed.  It  might  be  added,  however,  that  the 
State's  interest  in  these  institutions  should  be  more  carefully  guarded  than 
at  present,  or  the  danger  may  not  be  avoided  of  their  being  managed  with 
reference  to  ends  exclusively  private  and  self-interested. 

The  Plan  as  to  our  Charitable  Institutions. — The  State  has  been  in  the 
way  of  making  large,  not  too  large,  appropriations  to  all  the  institutions 
classed  under  this  head  ;  but  the  Legislature  has  provided  no  regular  agents 
for  visiting  or  inspecting  them,  or  looking  closely  after  the  interest  the 
State  has  in  them,  and  no  central  authority  whose  duty  it  is  to  receive  re- 
ports, tabulate  results,  and,  looking  over  the  whole  field,  suggest  improve- 
ments. Last  winter  the  Legislature,  for  want  of  information,  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  adjourn  for  some  days  in  order  to  allow  the  committees  of  the  two 
Houses,  having  charge  of  appropriations,  to  visit  these  institutions.  This 
mode  of  visitation  could  hardly  prove  satisfactory,  either  t^  the  members 
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of  the  Legislature,  or  to  the  authorities  of  the  institutions  visited.  And, 
"bopides,"  in  the  language  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  State  Charities, 
"  there  are  certain  objects  common  to  all  the  institutions  ;  others  conimon 
to  groups  I  f  them  ;  and  it  is  obviously  of  the  first  importance  to  co-ordinate 
all  the  establishments,  so  as  to  make  them  work  harmonioosly  to  one  great 
purpose  and  end."  The  time  has  come  when  an  enlightened  Commonwealth 
like  Pennsylvania  should  begin  to  inquire  into  the  causes  to  which  are  ow- 
ing the  criminal  and  dependent  classes  in  our  communities.  There  ought 
to  be  careful  observations  made  in  all  our  charitable  institutions,  well  di- 
gested methods  adopted  for  recording  them,  and  a  central  office  in  which 
they  could  be  tabulated  and  made  to  tell  their  story  iu  the  interest  of  hu- 
manity. 

The  Plan  as  to  Common  SchooU  — The  adoption  of  the  plan  now  pro- 
posed by  the  Legislature  would  involve  no  radical  change  in  our  common 
school  system.  It  will  even  require  but  few  changes  in  the  details  of  the 
working  of  that  system,  and  these  almost  wholly  confined  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

If  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
whole  united  system,  it  would  devolve  upon  him  greatly  increased  duties 
and  rci-ponsibilities.  It  would  necessitate  considerable  additional  help  in 
the  School  Department,  but  ef  course  with  proper  assistants  the  whole 
could  be  done. 

A  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  SUGUESTED. 

In  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  State,  cen- 
tering at  one  point,  if  the  plan  now  presented  should  meet  with  favor  in 
the  Legislature,  it  might  be  best,  and,  indeed,  I  think  it  Avould  be  best,  to 
constitute  a  State  Board  of  Education,  similar  to  those  in  many  other  States, 
whose  general  duty  it  should  be  to  supervise  the  interests  of  education. in 
the  State,  and  prepare  measures  for  the  promotion  of  these  interests  in  all 
kinds  of  institutions.  Such  a  board  would  give  character  and  dignity  to 
the  work,  and  much  good  might  be  expected  from  the  united  experience  and 
counsel  of  its  members.  The  State  Superintendent  of  Schools  might  act  as 
the  executive  officer  of  the  board,  and  the  Governor  and  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  should  be  ex-officio  members. 

Should  such  a  board  be  organized,  it  ought  to  be  composed  of  gentlemen 
identified  with  the  several  educational  interests  in  the  h'tate  ;  that  is,  one 
or  more  gentlemen  should  represent  the  college^  interest  of  the  State;  one 
or  more,  the  academical  interest ;  one,  or  more,  the  Normal  school  interest ; 
one,  or  more,  the  interests  of  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  State  ;  and 
one,  or  more,  the  interests  of  common  schools.     The  members  of  the  board 
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might  be  appointed  by  tbe  Governor,  elected  by  the  Lei^islature,  or  chosea 
by  the  authorities  controlling  the  iutcrests  they  severally  represent.  The 
meetings  of  such  a  board  need  not  bo  frequent ;  tbe  work  could  be  so  pre- 
pared in  the  School  Department,  and  so  dis.ributed  among  the  members, 
as  not  to  be  very  onerous  ;  and  the  expense  need  not  be  great ;  while  its  or- 
ganization would  strengthen  and  elevate  tbe  whole  system. 

CONCLUSION. 

Once  more  I  desire  to  say  that  the  alterations  in  our  schoollaws,  contem- 
plated by  the  preceding  plan,  will  botbe  pressed  before  the  Legislature  for 
its  action  jifits  present  session,  unless  they  should  at  once  meet  with  the 
general  approval  of  those  most  interested  ;  but  the  chief  object  now  con- 
templated, is  to  elicit  such  an  investigation  in  the  Legislature  and  else- 
where, as  will  result  in  the  adoption  of  the  best  possible  educational  policy. 
Something  of  the  nature  of  this  plan  must  be  adopted.  We  must  have 
union  and  harmony  among  those  who  are  striving  to  reach  the  same  goal. 
We  must  move  upon  the  strongholds  of  ignorance  in  solid  column,  not  in 
broken  detachments.  The  cause  of  education  suffers  from  plashing  interests 
and  detached  efforts  in  its  behalf.  Our  conaman  schools  do  not  enlist,  as 
fully  as  they  deserve,  the  sympathy  of  liberally  educated  men.  Our  young 
men,  by  hundreds,  are  going  out  of  the  State  for  an  education  which  they 
ougjit  to  receive  at  home,  and  our  colleges  and  academies  are  attracting 
comparatively  few  students  from  abroad.  Our  charitable  institutions  which 
have,  in  many  respects,  common  aims  and  common  interests,  have  not,  as 
at  present  managed,  any  system  of  communication  or  bond  of  union. — 
There  mui-t  be  a  new  avjoJi^ning.  Pennsylvania  has  a  giant's  power  ;  it  must 
be  evoked.  Let  us  not,  like  a  laggard  in  the  race,  fall  behind  our  sister 
States,  but,  with  the  spring  of  the  true  metal,  place  ourselves  at  once  in 
the  front. 

But,  even  if  all  plans  for  the  closer  union  among  our  educational  ini-titu- 
tions  should  fail,  1  will  have  ample  work  to  do  in  caring  for  the  schools  at 
present  intrusted  to  my  keepiog.  To  supervise  the  education  of  7'2o,0no 
children,  and  watch  over  the  expenditure  of  over  $4-,000,000  00  annually, 
is  no  small  task.  Indeed,  the  State  has  no  other  interest  that  begins  to 
approach  in  importance  the  interest  of  education.  In  this  all  other  interests 
are  involved.  When  well  considered,  it  is  our  common  schools  that  must 
give  the  highest  success  to  our  farms,  our  shops,  our  factories,  our  mercan- 
tile interests  ;  it  is  our  common  schools  that  must  keep  pure  the  ballot-box 
and  mako  the  jury-box  intelligent ;  it  is  our  common  schools  that  we  must 
rely  upon  to  put  thinking  muskets  into  the  hands  of  our  soldiers,  and 
thinking  men  into  our  halls  of  legislation.     Popular  ignorance  is  the  bane 
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of  Republics.  It  is  this  that  prevents  the  growth  of  Republicanism  in  the 
Old  World.  It  is  this  that  has  introduced  a  Monarchy  into  Mexico,  and 
rendered  unstable  the  Republics  of  South  America.  It  is  this  that  made 
possible  the  recent  rebellion  in  our  own  country,  and,  more  than  all  other 
causes  combined,  threatens  the  future  perraaueucy  of  its  institutions.  All 
the  arts  of  statesmanship  should  be  exerted  to  guard  against  an  evil  that 
strikes  at  the  very  vitals  of  all  that  is  most  dear  to  freemeii. 

Under  God,  I  believe  the  problem  of  Republican  government  in  this 
country,  depends  for  its  solution  upon  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  free 
education  ;  and,  believing  thus,  I  enter  upon  the  great  work  imposed  upon 
me,  as  Superintendent  of  the  Common  Schools  of  the  State,  with  an  eye 
single  to  the  interests  involved,  and  invoking  light  from  the  wisdom  of  the 
Legislature,  and  aid  from  all  good  men. 

J.  P.   WICKERSHAM, 
Sajjerintenderd  of  Common  Schools. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LATE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To   the    iSenate   and  Houise  of  Representatives  of  the    ComraonweaUh   of 

Pennsylvania : 

Gentlemejj  : — The  act  of  Maj8,  ISbi,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Saperiu- 
tendent  of  Common  Schools  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Legislature,  ai- 
nually,  a  full  account  of  the  condition  of  the  schools,  the  expenditures  of 
the  system,  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year,  whole  number  of  pupils,  the  cost 
of  teaching  each,  the  number  of  districts  and  plans  for  the  improvement  of 
the  system  In  compliance  with  this  requirement  of  the  law,  the  follow- 
ing report  is  respectfully  submitted  ; 

The  following  tables  do  not  include  the  statistics  for  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. They  show  the  condition  of  the  system  in  comparison  with  the 
previous  year. 

Whole  number  of  school  districts  in  1866 1,863 

Do do do 1865 1,837 


Increase  in  1S66 26 


Whole  number  of  schools  in  1866 12,773 

Do do do 1865 12,54.8 


Increase  in  1866, 225 


Whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  in  1866 64-9,519 

Do do ,...do do 1865 629.  587 


Increase  in  1866 19.932 


Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  1866 413,04.9 

Do do do 1865 396,701 


Increase  in   1866 16,  348 


Last  year  the  decrease  in  the  whole  attendance  from  the  previous  year 
was  8,198,  and  in  the  average  attendance,  2,821.     At  first  sight  this  falling 
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off  appears  to  tell  agjviast  the  advance  of  the  school  iaterests,  but  upon  in- 
vestigatioa  it  will  appear  otherwise.  The  report  for  18^5  embraced  the 
operations  of  the  school  year  from  June,  1864-,  to  June,  1865. 

It  was  during  tbis  year  that  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  were  more 
urgently  called  upon  for  recruits  for  the  army,  than  during  any  other  time 
of  the  war;  conseqaently,  thousands  of  young  men,  who  would  have  been 
in  the  schools  during  the  winter,  were  in  the  army.  The  withdrawal  of  so 
many  men  from  the  laboring  portion  of  our  population,  rendered  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  keep  from  the  schools  all  who  were  of  sufficient  age  to 
render  any  assistance  to  the  families  whose  fathers  and  older  brothers  were 
drawn  away  from  home  to  defend  their  country. 

The  war,  too,  created  a  demand  for  young  men  in  business,  in  which  good 
salaries  were  paid,  and  this  drew  many  from  the  schools,  either  to  fill  these 
places  or  to  peform  the  manual  labor  th;U  those  who  filled  them  would  have 
performed.  This  view  of  the  subject  is  confirmed  by  the  reports  for  the 
school  year  closing  Juue,  ISotJ.  'the  law  not  allowing  children  to  enter  the 
schools  until  Xhe}^  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  six  years,  in-^tead  of  alio  wing 
them  to  commence  attending  school  at  five,  as  formerly,  took  effect  at  the 
beginning  of  this  ssiiool  year.  Uy  its  operations,  several  thousands,  thac 
cthorwibc  T.'ould  have  eiit'<?r*»t4,  "vrn'ru  .-Lut  out  tff  thx^.  .'^choulT'.  iSoiv.'iithstaud 
iiig  this,  thi-  increase,  in  the  total  att^-ndanco  for  the  year,  is  19,932,  and  in 
the  average,  lt),3ls. 

Per  centage  of  attendance  upon  wliole  nuuiber  in  iSiiG 631 

Do do do  do do 18')5 6-2S 


Increase  in  1S66. 


Average  length  of  school  term  in  iSib  Tj  mos    15  days. 

Do do (lo du Ibhfi 5  mos,  li  days. 


Increase  in  1866 1  day. 


Average  co:-t  of  tuition  per  month,  for  each  pupil,  in  iSofJ 72  cts. 

Do do do do do iSof) 68  cts. 


lacreate  in  1^66  4.  cts. 


Whole  number  of  male  teachers  ill  1866 - 6,13'i 

Do do ".do 1865 5,641 


Increase  in  1866  4'9'^ 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS.  xx\x 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers  in  1S66 8,707 

Do do do 1865 8,64-5 


Increase  in  1866 62 


Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month,  in  1866 ^Si-  31- 

Do do do do do Ib65 31  82 


Increase  in  1866 2  52 


Average  salaries  of  female  teachers,  per  month,  in  1666  $26  31 

Do do do do 1S65 24  2l 


Increase  in  1S66 2   Ui 


Total  cost  of  tuition  in  1886 S2,211,521  70 

Do do 1865 1,990.777  S3 


Increase  in  1866 220.743  s7 


Total  cost  of  fuel  and  contingencies  in  1866 $458,317  61 

Do do do do 1865 410,246  26 


Increase  in  1866 48,071   35 


Total  cost  for  purchasing,  building,  renting  and  repairing 

houses  in   1866   $596,669  69 

Total  for  1865  374,459  97 


Increasein  1866 222,209  72 


Total  expenditures  of  the  system  for  fuel,  tuition  and  houses 

in  1866  ". $3,266,509  00 

Totalfor  1865 2,775,484  06 


Increase  in  1866 491,024  94 


Total  State  appropriation  for  1866 $354,  436  00 

Do do do 1865 316,825  00 


Increase  in  1866 37,611   00 
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Total  State  appropriation  for  common  school  purposes  for  18G6,   $2S7,  623  Sfi 
Do do do do do 1865,     253,  9-if>  87 


Increase  in  1866 , 33.  677  49 

Average  number  of  mills  on  dollar  school  tax  in  1866 6,56 

Do do do do do 1865 5.98 


Increase  in  1S6G , , .5>^ 

Average  number  of  mills  on  dollar  building  tax  in  1866 ,.  4-. 53 

Do do., do do do 1865 3.63 


Increase  in  1866 .90 

Total  cost  of  system,  being  whole  amount  of  tax  levied  and 
State  appropriation,  including  $56,425  46  paid  to  Phila- 
delphia, in  1866 $3,  36S,3S7  33 

Total  cost  of  system,  being  whole  amount  of  tax  levied  and 
State  appropriation,  including  $56,425  46  paid  to  Phila- 
delphia, in  1865 2,792,076  37 


Increase  in  1866 576,310  96 


The  following. «":tatistics  give  the  result  of  the  administration  of  the  system 
in  the  whole  State,  including  the  county  and  city  of  Philadelphia  :. 

Whole  number  of  schools  in  1866 13,  146 

Do do do 1865  12.924 


Increase  in  1866, 


Whole  number  of  teachers  in  1866. 
Do do do 1865. 


Increase  in  1866 


222 

16, 
15, 

564 

577 

Whole  number  cf  pupils  in  1866 725,  312 

Do do do 1865 703.930 


Increase  in  1866  21.382 

Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  186^..... 478,066 

Do do do 1865 459,  121 


Increase  in  1866 18.945 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS.  xxxi 

Total  co3t  of  tuition  in  lSfi6 $2,74-8,795  OS 

Do ..-.do r-Gf) 2,f>15,r>'2S  63 


IncreaFC  in  1866. 


Total  cost  of  fuel  and  contingencies  in  1856. 
Do do.,. ......do do 1865. 


Increase  in  1866. 


231 

267 

45 

$639, 
523, 

.385 
262 

98 
63 

116. 

,123 

35 

Total  cost  of  system  in  the  whole  State,  including  taxes 

levied  and  State  appropriation  in  1866 $-!•,  195,  2!>8  57 

Total  cost  of  system  in  the  whole  State,  including  taxes 

levied  and  Stale  appropriation  in  1865 3,  61 J-,  238  55 


Increase  in  1S66 585,020  02 


The  following  statistics  exhibit  the  wh'^le  number  of  schools,  scholars 
and  teachers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  school  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1865  ;  also,  the  average  attendance  and  the  percentage  of  the  average 
attendance,  as  taken  from  the  report  of  the  controllers  : 
"Whole  number  of  schools  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Board,         373 

These  schools  are  divided  as  follows  : 

High  schools 2 

Grammar  schools 61 

Secondary  schools , 69 

Primary 186 

Unclassified 55 

Whole  umiiber ,.• 373 

A  decrease  during  the  last  year  of. 6 

"Whole  number  of  pupils 75,893 

Average  attendance 65,  017 

Per  centum  of  attendance 8t 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers S3 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers 1,217 

Whole  number  of  teachers 1.300 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  average  and  per  centum  in  the  city  i.s  much  larger 
than  in  the  State,  taken  as  a  whole.  This  is  owing,  in  no  small  degree,  to 
the  rigid  rules  in  relation  to  truancy  ;  and  still  the  controllers  complain  of 
the  want  of  regularity  of  attendance.  In  some  of  the  New  England  cities 
the  per  centum  of  attendance  is  much  higher  than  in  Philadelphia,  while  in 
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the  citv  of  NevT  York  it  is  much  lower  This  crjing  evil  is  every  where 
deplored,  and  j'et  tbei-e  is  nothing  doue  to  remed}'  it.  Each  speaker  and 
writer  upon  educatioaal  topics  advances  his  peculiar  theory,  and  urges  it 
upon  the  public  with  as  much  assurance  as  though  it  were  actually  the 
panacea  that  would  remedy  the  evil  in  a  few  months.  Teachers  and  school 
officers  complain,  and  yet  the  evil  continues  In  our  own  State  the  average 
is  but  a  trifle  over  oue-half  the  whole  number  who  have  their  names  upon 
the  teacher's  rolls,  and  in  several  of  the  States  it  is  even  less  than  it  is  in 
Pennsylvania,  ^yhat  can  and  what  ought  to  be  done  to  have  the  children 
of  the  State  receive  the  educational  advantages  furnished  by  the  State,  are 
questions  that  should  receive  the  serious  attention  of  our  legislators.  Thou- 
sands of  children,  in  our  State,  are  growing  up  to  manhood  and  womanhood 
in  almost  utter  ignoi'ance,  within  a  short  distance  of  free  schools,  provided 
by  the  State,  but  which  either  they  do  not  attend  at  all,  or  their  attendance 
is  so  irregular  that  they  actually  receive  no  advantage. 

FINANCIAL   OPERATIONS   OF    THE   SYSTEM. 

These  include  the  whole  receipts  and  expenditures  for  educational  pisr- 
poses  •••(ijuected  with  the  common  t^cliool  sj>Lem  of  the  Uumirtonue«,ith. 

Amount  of  tax  levied  in  1,863  districts  in  1866 $3,013,9.^7  33 

Do received  from  collectors  in  1S66 2,801,759  32 


Balance  not  received  into  the  district  treasuries,  ISGo 212,  198  01 

Do do do dv 186? *    119,571   IH 


Increase  in   1866 92,616  82 

Amount  received  from  collectors  as  above $2,801,759  32 

State  appropriation 287,623  36 


Total 3,089,382  68 

Payments  to  districts  : 

For  instruction  in  1,800  districts $2,440,  390  79 

For  fuel  and  contingencies 458,317  61 

For  school  houses,  rents,  grounds  and  repairs 596,669  69 

Total 3,495,378  09 

Balance  on  hand  and  debts  : 

Balance  on  hand $150,760  Cs 

Permanent  debt 285,920  92 

Temporary  debt 208,045  48 
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EXPENDITURES   BY    THE  ♦DEPAETMENT, 

Consisting  of  the  total  State  appropriation  for  the  year  ending  June,  1866. 

State  appropriation $354-, 436  00 

The  expenditure  of  this  sum  is  as  follows  : 

Paid  to  the  county  of  Philadelphia $56,425  46 

Paid  to  Normal  schools  -. 15,000  00 

Paid  for  SchoolJournal 1,860  00 

. 73,285  40 

Amount,  exclusive  of  Philadelphia 281,150  54 

Deduct  for  county  superintendents'  salaries 49,802  67 

231,347  87 
Add  appropriations  forfeited  for  1865 $2,  368  85 

Add  unexpended  balance 747  49 

3,  116  34 

Amount  to  be  appropriated  to  the  districts 234,464  21 

This  sum  has  been  appropriated  to  the  schools  of  the  State,  as  follows  : 

Of  the  1,863  districts,  exclusive  of  Philadelphia,  1,800  have 
received  the  State  appropriation,  at  the  rate  of  41  cents  per 
taxable $228,869  09 

Thirty-three  districts  yet  unpaid,  but  which  may  hereafter  re- 
ceive the  State  appropriation... 2,827  23 

Twenty-one  have  forfeited  for  non-acceptance  of  the  system, 

either  from  its  beginning,  or  for  several  years 1,708  48 

Nine  have  forfeited  for  not  having  teachers  legally  qualified, 

or  not  having  four  months' school. 782  28 

234,187  08 

Of  the  four  hundred  dollars  taken  from  the  general  appropria- 
tion, for  the  payment  of  advertising  conventions,  for  the 
election  of  County  Superintendents  in  1863,  there  was  left 
at  the  date  of  last  report $37  56 

Of  this  there  have  been  paid  for  advertising  conventions,  for 

increasing  salaries 24  00 

Unexpended 13  56 

As  this  amount,  $400  was  taken  from  the  general  appropriation  for  school 
purposes,  the  unexpended  balance  will  be  added  to  the  sum  to  be  divided 
among  the  districts  for  the  next  year. 
c 
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EXPENSES   07    SCHOOL    DEPARTMENT. 
\ 

Salary  of  Superiuteadcnt,  as  per  act  of  March  22,  lS6o $1,  800  00 

Do Deputy .....do do 1,  600  00 

Do three  clerks,  at  $1,200  each do 3,600  00 

Do one  messenger do 900  00 

Extra  paid  to  three  clerks,  as  per  act  of  April  11,  1866........  600  00 


8,500  00 
By  payment  iu  full 8.500  00 

Stationery  and  blank  books $300  00 

Postage,  telegrams  and  express 1,  000  00 

Overpaid  aud  returned 2  75 

Cleaning  office  and  miscellaneous 110  00 

Packing  and  distributing  books,  etc 600  00 

Traveling  expenses 300  00 

$2,312  75 


By  amount  expended  : 

Stationery $255  24 

Postage,  telegrams  and  express 1,002  53 

Cleaning  of  office  and  miscellaneous.. 47  00 

Packing  and  distributing  books 564  28 

Traveling  expenses.. 299  02 


2,168  07 

"Unexpended  balance 144  68 

Estimate  for  the  year  beginning  June,  1867,  embracing  the  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  the  common  schools  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  the  salaries  of  County  Superintendents,  for  the  Normal 
schools,  and  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Department. 

Fur  the  System  Generally. 

For  the  support  of  the  common  schools,  including  the  city  of 

Philadelphia $412,000  00 

For  the  Normal  schools,  to  be  approprir.ted  upon  the  same 

plan  as  was  adopted  in  the  appropriation  act  of  1866 15,000  00 

For  salaries  of  County  Superintendents 58,000  00 

For  expenses  of  principals  of  Normal  schools,  incurred  in  at- 
tending the  annual  examinations  of  said  schools 250  00 

For  Normal  school  in  Third  district 5,000  00 

Total 4yO,25U  00 
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For  School  Department. 

Salary  of  State  Superintendent $2,000  00 

Do Deputy do 1,800  00 

Do three  clerks  and  one  messenger 4,900  00 

Postage,  telegrams  anil  express 1,200  00 

Boxing  and  forwarding  reports,  etc 600  00 

Stationery,  blank  books,  etc 300  00 

Engraving  and  printing  warrants  and  diplomas 275  00 

Expenses  for  examination  of  Normal  school  in  Third  district,  110  00 

Cleaning  and  miscellaneous 200  00 

Traveling  expenses  of  Superintendent  300  00 


Total ll,6Sf)  00 


The  following  special  statistics  are  taken  as  aggregates  from  the  table 
by  counties,  as  found  on  pages  226  and  227.  This  table  is  of  special  in- 
terest to  those  who  desire  to  know  about  the  workings  of  the  system,  more 
particularly  than  can  be  ascertained  by  a  study  of  the  tabular  statement  by 
counties.  These  aggregates  are  not  in  all  cases  strictly  accurate.  Some 
superintendents  did  not  fill  the  blanks  with  sufficient  care,  others  failed  to 
collect  the  requisite  information  at  the  proper  time,  and  could  not  therefore 
give  the  exact  facts.  In  a  few  of  the  counties  the  filling  up  of  the  blanks 
was  so  defective  that  no  use  could  be  made  of  them.  This  is  to  be  regretted, 
as  it  does  not  give  such  counties  a  fair  representation  with  the  other  coun- 
ties of  the  State.  They  are  marked  in  the  foot  notes  in  the  table.  A  very- 
large  majority  of  those  reported  as  having  attended  Normal  schools,  have 
been. pupils  of  private  Normal  schools,  which  should  be  taken  into  the  ac- 
count when  comparing  this  item  with  the  number  of  teachers  who  are  or 
have  been  in  attendance  upon  our  State  Normal  schools  : 

Whole  number  of  framed  school  houses 7, 101 

Do brick do 2, 143 

Do stone do 1,395 

Do log do 662 

Do houses  built  during  the  year ;^2S 

Do do. ...unfit  for  use 1,868 

Do do. ...having  no  out-houses 4,545 

Do do. ...with  sufficient  grounds 4,  521 

Do do. ...grounds  well  improved 695 

Do do. ...well  ventilated 5,  133 

Do do. ...well  furnished 6,  015 

Do supplied  with  suitable  furniture  during  the  year,  277 

Do .do unsuitable do 67 
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Whole  number  well  supplied  with  apparatus 1,426 

Do wholly  without  apparatus I,8i7 

Do supplied  with  apparatus  during  the  year 860 

Do haring  out-line  maps 6,258 

Do graded  schools 1,  921 

Do do during  the  year 121 

Do having  uniform  series  of  text-books ; 9,404< 

Do schools  in  which  the  Bible  is  read 9,280 

Do public  examinations 1,663 

Do directors  present  at  examinations 4,420 

Number  of  teachers  receiving  professioaal  certificates 388 

Do do provisional do 12,171 

Do applicants  rejected 1,351 

Do teachers  examined  privately 1,  312 

Do certificates  annulled 44 

Do do renewed 801 

Average  grade  of  certificates 2^ 

Whole  number  of  teachers  who  have  had  no  experience  in  teach- 
ing   2,  160 

Average  age  of  teachers 23^ 

Whole  number  who  have  taught  less  than  one  year 2,  522 

Do attended  Normal  schools 2,223 

Do who  have  read  professional  works 6,917 

Do total  failures 387 

Do visits  by  County  Superintendents 12,969 

Do visits  made  with  directors. 3,229 

Do meetings  of  district  institutes 3,  356 

Do attending  district  institutes 3,068 

Do attending  county  institutes 3,704 

Do district  libraries  organized  under  the  law  of  1864,  4 

Do volumes  in  school  libraries 5,841 

Do private  schools 862 

Do pupils  attending  private  schools 30, 123 

Estimated  amount  paid  for  tuition  at  private  schools $375,  021 

Whole  number  teachers  employed  in  private  schools 1,045 

CORN    PLANTER   INDIANS, 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  Warren  county,  in 
relation  to  these  fast  disappearing  aboriginies  of  this  State.     While  it  is 

economy  for  the  State  to  care  for  the  education  of  their  children,  it  is  sad 
to  know,  that  of  all  the  Indians,  who  were  once  owners  (so  far  as  savage 
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nations  can  own  lands)  of  this  whole  State,  there  are  only  children  enough 
of  that  class  of  persons,  now  in  the  State,  to  require  $68  80  to  pay  for  their 
schooling  four  months.  The  Legislature,  during  it  session  of  1865,  extended 
the  time  for  which  the  sum  of  |ipO  is  to  be  paid,  annually,  t?o  this  tribe,  for 
ten  years  longer : 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  18fa6 $100  00 

Paid  Miss  Pearce,  for  teaching  four  mouths  and  six  days, 

at  $16,  per  month $68  80 

Paid  for  books  and  incidentals , 4-  60 

73  40 

Unexpended  balance 26  60 


SCHOOL   TERM. 

On  no  one  subject  is  there  more  general  agreement  among  the  county  su- 
perintendents, as  shown  by  their  annual  reports,  than  in  the  opinion  that 
the  miDimum  number  of  months  that  the  common  schools  are  now  required 
to  be  kept  open,  in  order  to  entitle  the  districts  to  receive  the  State  appro- 
priation, should  be  extended  to  at  least  six  months. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  children  of  the  Commonwealth  receive  all  the 
scholastic  education  they  have,  at  the  common  schools.  If  then  they  can 
have  but  four  months  school  in  a  year,  and  they  attend  the  whole  of  that 
time  each  year,  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twenty-one  years,  they  will 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  school  but  sixty  months,  and  these  months  ex- 
tend over  fifteen  years.  In  other  words,  they  will  attend  school  five  years 
in  fifteen,  provided  they  attend  the  whole  four  months  each  year.  In 
this  way,  a  child  attends  school  four  months,  and  then  remains  at  home 
eight,  during  which  time  he  forgets  fully  one-third  of  what  he  learned  in 
the  four,  so  that  so  far  as  progress  is  concerned,  he  has  but  about  two  and 
two-thirds  months  schooling  in  the  year. 

This  estimate  is  based  upon  the  understanding,  that  the  scholars  attend 
the  schools  until  they  are  twenty-one  years  old,  and  go  steadily  whenever 
the  schools  are  open.  This  is  far  from  being  the  fact  Bat  very  few  of 
those  who  attend  the  common  schools  are  found  in  school  after  they  are 
eighteen  years  old,  and  the  great  majority  leave  school  entirely,  by  the  time 
they  are  sixteen,  and  while  thus  attending,  are  absent  from  the  school  room 
nearly  one- third  of  the  time. 

Taking  the  most  favorable  view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  that  if  all  the 
schools  of  the  State  were  kept  open  only  as  long  as  is  now  demanded  by 
law,  those  attending  would  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  schools  but  about 
thirty  months,  of  twenty-two  days  each,  with  more  than  eighty  months,  of 
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thirty  days  each,  interveaing.  Is  not  Pennsylvania  able  to  do  better  than 
this  ?  Can  she  not  afford  to  say  by  her  statutes,  that  in  every  school  district 
in  the  State,  there  shall  be  kept  open  and  in  operation,  according  to  law, 
schools  for  at  least  six  months  in  each  and  every  year,  in  which  there  shall 
be  taught,  if  required,  orthography,  readint;,  writing,  arithmetic,  English 
grammar,  geography,  American  history  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  such  other  branches  as  the  directors,  by  a  majority  of 
their  number,  decide  upon  ?  Can  the  Keystone  State  afford  to  do  less  than 
this  for  her  youth  ?  Is  it  wise  to  do  less,  is  it  economical,  is  it  safe  ? 

When  our  system  was  put  into  operation,  many,  and  perhaps  a  majority 
of  the  citizens,  were  opposed  to  free  schools,  established  upon  any  basis,  it 
was  wise  in  those  who  drafted  the  law  to  place  the  minimum  term  at  four 
mouths.  Now  the  case  is  different ;  the  system  has  established  itself  in  the 
affections  of  the  people,  and  is  strong  to  resist  opposition.  It  now  stands 
so  firmly,  that  it  can  afford  to  make  advances  in  the  matter  of  an  increase 
in  the  time  required  to  be  taught. 

It  is  believed  that  in  no  other  of  the  older  States,  at  least,  is  the  minimum 
number  of  months  so  small  as  in  Pennsylvania,  if  indeed  it  is  in  the  States 
more  recently  settled.  Should  we,  then,  who  justly  boast  of  our  vast  re- 
sources, give  our  youth  less  school  privileges  than  our  sister  States  ? 

Can  we  wonder  that  our  children  are  not  more  thoroughly  educated,  when 
we  take  into  the  account  the  short  time  they  actually  attend  school?  Or  is 
it  strange  that  some,  when  looking  only  at  part  of  the  facts,  declare  that 
our  common  school  system  is  a  failute? 

There  is  another  view  to  be  taken  of  this  subject,  which  adds  force  to 
the  recommendation  for  a  longer  term.  The  inquiry  is  for  better  teachers, 
teachers  who  will  qualify  themselves  for  the  business  and  give  their  atten- 
tion to  it.  If  our  schools  are  open  but  five  and  a  half  months,  which  was 
the  average  last  year,  and  the  average  wages  is  but  thirty-four  dollars  for 
males,  and  twenty-five  dollars  for  females,  how  can  it  be  expected  that  men 
and  women  of  talent  will  spend  time  and  money  in  acquiring  an  education, 
to  prepare  themselves  to  engage  in  a  business  for  less  than  one  half  of  the 
year,  at  a  salary  less  than  a  good  mechanic  can  get.  But  there  is  no  cer- 
tainty that  they  can  get  employment  more  than  four  mouths.  If  the  schools 
through  the  State  were  kept  open  five  and  a  half  months,  the  man  who 
makes  teaching  a  profession,  would  receive  for  his  year's  labor,  in  his  pro- 
fession, the  liberal  sum  of  $176,  and  the  woman  $137  50,  and  with  this  sum 
the  person  must  support  himself  and  family,  if  he  have  one.  It  is  not 
enough  to  pay  for  board  for  the  year.  If  the  schools  are  open  but  four 
months  the  matter  is  still  worse. 

'  I  is  true  that  teachers  can  find  something  else  to  do  the  other  seven  or 
eight  months,  and  they  must  or  starve.     But  we  afe  nov/  considering  the 
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argument  that  before  our  schools  are  what  thej  should  be,  we  must  have 
well  qualified  teachers.  It  is  folly  to  suppose  that  teachers  will  qualify 
themselves  to  starve,  while  by  euf^aging  in  almost  any  other  business  they 
can  earn  a  competency.  Mechanics  and  common  laborers  make  more  than 
our  teachers.  Who  would  think  of  becoming  a  successful  lawyer  by  prac- 
ticing four  or  five  months  in  the  year,  and  spending  the  rest  of  the  time  in 
business  that  would  completely  unfit  him  for  the  law  when  he  returned  to 
the  profession  ?  The  mere  mention  of  such  a  plan  shows  its  impossibility. 
And  yet  our  people  seeui  to  expect  that  those  who  are  to  train  our  youth 
for  good  or  bad  citizens,  to  be  a  blessing  or  a  curse  to  our  common  country, 
ought  to  be  superior  teachers,  when  they  are  obliged  to  labor  at  other  kinds 
of  business  two-thirds  of  the  year,  and  for  the  one-third  receive  for  their 
teaching  less  than  they  would  receive  for  working  as  day  laborers  Be- 
lieving that  it  is  demanded  by  the  condition  of  our  schools,  and  by  the  con- 
stantly increasing  demand  for  better  educational  facilities,  and  believing, 
also,  that  while  it  was  wise  in  the  framers  of  our  school  system  to  fix  the 
minimum  term  thus  low  at  the  commencement  of  the  system,  the  time  has 
arrived  when  it  should  be  increased  at  least  to  about  what  it  is  in  other  equally 
populous  and  wealthy  States,  it  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  law  be 
so  amended  as  to  lequire  that  the  schools  be  kept  open  in  all  the  common 
schools  of  the  Commonwealth  not  less  than  six  mouths  in  each  school  year. 

STATE   APPROrKIATION. 

It  is  believed  that  all  practical  educators  of  the  present  day  adopt  the 
idea  that  education  should  be  placed  within  the  reach  of  every  child  within 
the  State,  of  whatever  condition,  or  race,  still  but  comparatively  few  believe 
that  all  the  burdens  consequent  upon  the  education  of  the  youth  should  be 
removed  from  those  who  are  to  be  immediately  beneStied.  The  familiar 
doctrine  that  "the  property  of  the  State  should  be  taxed  to  educate  the 
children  of  the  State,"  is  now  generally  acknowledged  to  be  the  true  doc- 
trine in  a  representative  republican  government. 

How  taxes  for  the  support  of  schools  shall  be  levied  and  collected  is  a 
question  upon  which  there  is  not  such  uniformity  of  opinioci. 

Without  entering,  at  this  time,  into  the  discussion  of  the  disputed  points, 
the  undersigned  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  a  few  facts,  and  to  the  consideration  of  a  few  suggestions,  relative 
to  the  taxation,  in  Pennsylvania,  for  the  support  of  our  common  schools. 
The  amount  appropriated,  from  year  to  year,  must  depend  upon  the  liber- 
ality of  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  favor  with  which  they  look 
upon  the  system,  and  will,  therefore,  be  constantly  changing.  As  the  amount 
thus  appropriated  varies,  so  must  the  per  centum  of  local  taxation  vary.   The 
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local  taxation  in  several  of  the  counties  is  really  oppressive,  while  in  others 
it  is  but  trifling.  In  several  districts  the  thirteen  mills  allowed  by  law  to 
be  raised  will  not  support  the  schools  the  minimum  term  of  four  months, 
unless  teachers  with  the.  lowest  grade  of  certificate  are  employed.  In  such 
districts  of  course  taxation  is  the  most  oppressive,  because  the  citizens  are 
the  least  able  to  pay  heavy  taxes.  While  this  is  the  case  in  snme  counties, 
in  others  the  schools  can  be  supported  six  or  more  months  by  a  tax  of  three 
or  four  mills  on  the  dollar. 

A  few  examples  will  show  the  irregularity  of  the  taxation  and  its  bui'den- 
someness  upon  the  poorer  classes. 

In  Cambria  the  school  tax  was...   10.75  mills,  building,  4.96  mills,=15.71 

In  Clearfield do 10.35       "  "         6.00     "     =16.35 

In  Jefferson do 9.42       "  "         8.85     "     =18.27 

In  M'Kean do 9.54       "  "       10.00     "     =19.54 

In  Potter do 10.04       "  "         7.15     "     =17. 5t 

Average,  17.41  mills. 

These  are  comparatively  poor  counties,  where  citizens  need  help  from  the 
State,  to  enable  them  to  give  their  children  even  a  fair  common  school  edu- 
cation, and  yet  with  this  heavy  local  tax  upon  them,  together  with  what 
the  districts  receive  from  the  State,  they  can  keep  their  schools  open  only  a 
few  days  over  the  minimum  term.  The  average  in  the  five  counties  is  four 
and  eleven-fifteenth  months,  and  the  average  wages  of  teachers  is  $27  52. 

In  Berks,  the  school  tax  was 2.71  mills,  building,  0.      mills,  =2.71 

In  Bucks do 3.  " 

In  Lebanon do 3.23       "  " 

In  Cumberland do 3.40 

In  Lancaster do 3.08       " 

Average,  3.75  mills. 

These  counties  are  among  our  most  wealthy,  and  with  this  tax,  the  aver- 
age term  is  six  and  seventeen- twentieth  months — average  wages,  $30  45. 
The  irregularity  of  the  taxation  will  be  seen  still  more  clearly  by  comparing 
a  few  of  the  statistics  in  the  same  county.  Brighton,  in  Beaver  county, 
levies  ten  mills  to  ket^p  the  schools  open  five  months,  and  pays  $22  50  per 
month.  Chippewa,  same  county,  levies  3,5  mJlls,  pays  $23  50  per  month, 
and  has  five  months  school.  Heidleberg,  (Upper,)  Berks  county,  levies 
7.5  mills,  has  school  four  and  a  half  months,  average  wages,  $25  00.  Hei- 
dleberg, (Lower,)  levies  1.5  mills,  has  school  four  and  a  half  months,  and 
pays  $28  per  month.  Lumber,  Cameron  county,  raises  11  mills,  has  school 
five  months,  and  pays  $25  22  wages.  Portage,  same  county,  levies  3.5 
mills,  has  seven  months  school,  pays  $17  57  wages.  The  cost  per  month 
for  each  pupil  in  Tionesta,  Forest  county,  is  $2  70  ;  in  Chester,  Delaware 
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county,  46  cents  The  amount  of  the  State  appropriation  given  to  each 
schohir  that  attended  school  during  last  year,  as  reported  by  the  directors, 
is  a  trifle  over  twenty-cue  cents,  which,  in  the  districts  where  help  is  most 
needed,  is  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  cost  of  the  tuition,  even  for  one  month. 
The  poorer  districts  need  more  help  from  the  State  to  enable  them  to  sup- 
port their  schools.  The  small  sum,  now  received,  is  a  mere  pittance  ;  it 
does  not,  in  any  county  of  the  State,  pay  much  more  than  half  the  average 
cost  of  tuition  per  month. 

With  this  view  of  the  case,  and  looking  also  at  the  imperative  necessity 
of  increasing  the  minimum  length  of  the  term  to  be  required  before  the  ap- 
propriation can  be  paid,  a  large  increase  of  the  State  appropriation  is  asked 
for.  This  appears  to  be  the  only  method  that  can  be  adopted  at  present, 
for  increasing  the  aid  rendered  by  the  State.  Jt  is  not  intended  to  relieve 
the  people  from  local  taxtion,  nor  to  make  its  burden  so  light  that  it  will 
not  be  felt,  but  to  take  from  the  State  Treasury  such  a  sum,  as  when  distri- 
buted amona:  the  people  who  have  placed  it  in  the  Treasury,  as  shall  to  a 
greater  extent  pay  the  expenses  of  the  education  of  their  sons  and  daugh- 
ters. The  amount  asked  for  for  school  purposes,  is  sixty  cents  per  taxable, 
and  several  cents  less  per  scholar,  taking  the  whole  number  in  attendance 
for  i8G5,  a.s  the  basis,  thcii  the  average  cost  of  iastructioa  per  month  in  the 
State,  certainly  not  more  than  the  State  ought  to- give  to  the  common  school 
system  at  the  present  time. 

LOCAL   AND    SPECIAL    LEGISLATION. 

There  is  no  other  subject,  perhaps,  upon  which  it  is  so  important  to  have 
uniformity  of  legislation,  as  upon  educational  matters.  No  other  in  which 
the  whole  people  are  more  directly  interested,  and  wnich  should  be  more 
generally  understood  by  all.  This  is  generally  conceded  by  all  who  think 
upon  this  subject,  and  acknowledged  by  our  legislators.  Still  there  are  few 
subjects  upon  which  there  is  more  special  and  local  legislation  asked  for  and 
granted.  The  citizens  of  one  section  of  a  district  become  dissatisfied  with 
the  action  of  a  board  of  directors,  because,  in  their  opinion,  injustice  has 
been  done  them,  or  because  they  pay  the  greater  proportion  of  the  tax,  and 
cannot  control  the  action  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  to  get  rid  of  the 
difficulty,  they  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  a  special  act  to  suit  their  par- 
ticular case.  Directors  do  not  agree  and  ask  their  members  to  get  a  special 
act  passed  for  their  accommodation.  Certain  districts,  or  parts  of  districts, 
in  some  way  have  failed  to  come  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  school  law, 
or  because  it  does  not  square  with  their  way  of  doing  business,  they  wish 
to  have  a  law  made  that  shall  exempt  them  from  the  general  law,  in  some 
particulars.  Other  districts  think  that  from  their  peculiar  situation  the 
general  law  is  not  the  best  that  it  can  be  ;  hence,  they  desire  to  have  certain 
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sections  of  it  altered  and  amended.  A  little  collection  of  buildings,  or  a 
village  springs  up  in  the  section  of  c\  district  where  the  public  bu^iiness  is 
done,  property  accutnulates  there,  the  citizens  pay  a  large  share  of  the  tax 
of  the  township,  and  they  think  they  should  have  a  proportionably  large 
share  in  the  management  ef  the  schools  of  the  district,  and  because  they 
cannot,  they  become  dissatisfied  with  the  way  the  schools  are  conducted, 
and  petition  to  be  formed  into  an  independent  school  district  Thus,  the 
wealthier  portion  of  a  district  is  taki-n,  perhaps,  from  the  centre,  and  erected 
into  a  district  within  a  district,  to  the  injury  of  the  system  in  the  whole  dis- 
trict. So,  for  one  cause  or  another,  our  legislators  are  constantly  petitioned 
to  enact  special  school  laws  for  particular  districts,  and  far  too  frequently 
do  they  yield  to  the  demand  without  investigating  the  reasons  for  the  change 
asked  for  ;  hence,  the  general  law  is  rendered,  to  a  great  extent,  inoperative 
in  many  of  the  districts  of  the  State,  by  the  local  laws  passed  from  year  to 
year. 

That  some  special  legislation  may  be  necessary  in  certain  cases  is  not  de- 
nied ;  that  exemption  for  a  time  from  the  operation  of  some  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  general  law  are  proper,  may  also  be  true,  but  so  frequent  has 
the  passage  of  such  acts  become,  and  so  numerous  are  the  exemptions,  that 
in  muny  localities  the  local  acts  become  the  rules,  and  the  general  law  the 
exceptions.  So  much  is  this  the  case,  that  when  required  to  decide  a  matter 
relative  to  certain  districts,  it  becomes  necessary  to  look  through  all  the  acts 
of  the  last  five  or  six  years,  to  determine  whether  the  general  or  local  law 
is  applicable  to  that  particular  district. 

That  this,  as  a  general  rule,  is  detrimental  to  the  system,  no  one,  conver- 
sant with  its  workings,  can  doubt.  That  the  system  for  the  whole  State  is 
working  well,  and  is  as  successful  as  we  can  expect,  is  acknowledged  by  all 
who  understand  it  That  alterations  could  be  made  that  would  render  it 
more  acceptable  and  perhaps  more  efficient  in  some  localities',  is  also  ad- 
mitted ;  but  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  very  changes  required  to 
make  it  better  for  one  county  would  work  disastrously  in  others.  Man  cannot 
make  perfect  laws,  or  laws  that  shall  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances 
bear  equally  upun  all  parts  of  a  large  community,  so  diverse  and  dissimilar 
in  its  organization,  as  is  the  case  in  our  Commonwealth.  The  school  law 
was  enacted  for  the  whole  State,  and  experience  has  proven  that  for  the 
State  it  is  a  good  system.  It  should  therefore  stand,  so  far  as  practicable, 
as  a  whole,  a  unit.  It  is  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Legislature, 
that  great  care  be  exercised  in  the  enactment  of  laws  that  exempt  districts 
or  counties  from  the  general  law.  If  districts  can  free  themselves  from  the 
burdens  of  the  system,  or  relieve  themselves  from  an  annoying  difSculty  by 
asking  for  a  special  act  in  their  favor,  the  whole  system  will  be  flittered 
away. 
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COUNTY   INSTITUTES. 

These  annual  gatherings  of  teachers  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State 
have  come  to  be  reckoned  among  the  fixtures  of  our  school  machinery.  In 
most  of  the  counties  of  the  State  one  or  more  of  these  meetings  is  held  an- 
nually. Hitherto  the  expenses  of  these  institutes  have  been  borne  by  the 
teachers  who  attend.  This  to  most  of  them  is  quite  a  burden.  In  most  cases 
they  are  obliged  to  pay  tjieir  board  during  the  time  the  meeting  is  in  ses- 
sion, and  a  majoritj*  of  them  are  required  to  lose  their  time.  While  it  is 
believed  to  be  advisable,  as  a  general  rule,  to  have  most  of  the  teaching  at 
these  institutes  done  by  the  best  and  most  experienced  teachers  in  the 
county,  still  it  is  desirable  to  have  some  proininennt  educator  from  abroad 
to  give  one  or  more  lectures.  This  is  important,  in  order  to  make  the  insti- 
tute attractive  to  others  as  well  as  teachers.  So  frequently  have  these 
meetings  been  held,  in  very  many  of  the  counties,  that  the  teachers  even 
desire  to  have,  and  indeed  look  for  and  expect  something  in  advance  of  the 
ordinary  routine  of  daily  exercise. 

They  are  not  satisfied  with  the  same  things  and  the  same  kind  of  instruc- 
tion that  pleased  and  benefitted  them  six  or  eight  years  ago,  when  insti- 
tutes were  a  novelty  The  teachers  themselves  have  greatly  advanced 
during  those  six  or  eight  years,  and  the  grade  of  instruction  to  be  given  at 
the  institutes  must  be  of  a  correspondingly  elevated  charaeier,  else  the  more 
prominent  teachers  will  loose  their  interest,  and  the  institutes  themselves 
will  become  dull,  formal  and  spiritless.  Hence  it  becomes  important,  in- 
deed well  nigh  absolutely  necessary,  to  have  some  assistance  aside  from 
what  can  usually  be  procured  in  the  county,  in  order  to  have  these  gather- 
ings profitable  to  teachers,  and  attractive  to  the  friends  of  education  in  the 
neighborhoods  in  which  they  are  held. 

Men  of  literary  attainments  and  extensive  experience  in  educational  mat- 
ters are  needed  ;  men  in  whom  the  teachers  shall  have  full  confidence,  and 
whose  instruction  and  lectures  shall  be  profitable.  The  services  of  such 
men  cannot  be  procured  without  an  equivalent  for  their  services.  They 
labor,  as  other  men  do,  for  remuneration,  and  cannot  be  expected  to  work 
without  being  well  paid. 

The  teachers,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  not  able,  after  paying  for  their 
board  for  the  week,  to  give  a  dollar  or  more  to  pay  teachers  and  lecturers, 
consequently,  in  a  majority  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  these  important 
aids  are  not  procured.  In  IS^5,  Chester  county  petitioned  the  Legislature 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  authorize  the  County  Superintendent  to  draw 
two  hundred  dollars  from  the  county  treasury  each  year,  which  sum  should 
be  expended  by  him  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  county  institute,  and 
procuring  the  attendance  of  lecturers,  &c. 
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In  1S65,  Lancaster  and  York,  and  iu  1866,  Schuylkill,  Perry,  Indiana, 
Montgomery  and  Westmoreland  counties,  secured  the  passage  of  similar 
local  acts.  In  Chester,  where  this  law  has  been  in  operation  for  ten  years, 
it  js  popular,  and  with  tbe  aid  of  this  small  sum  the  superintendent  is  en- 
abled to  make  these  annual  gatherings  highly  interesting  and  profitable  to 
all  who  attend.  In  Lancaster  and  York,  the  law  has  had  a  trial  of  but  one 
year,  but  it  is  looked  upon  with  favor  by  all  true  friends  of  the  school  sys- 
tem. In  the  other  five  counties  it  has  not  yet  been  tried.  It  was  asked 
for  in  those  counties,  by  those  who  had  noticed  its  beneficial  results  in  Ches- 
ter, and  we  have  reason  to  believe,  therefore,  that  the  measure  will  be 
popular. 

Perhaps  no  other  one  agency  has  done  more  to  improve  the  teachers  than 
have  these  county  institutes.  They  should,  therefore,  be  assisted,  either  by 
the  State  or  by  the  several  counties.  In  most  of  the  counties  two  hundred 
dollars  would  be  required,  aud  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  taxable  would 
be  exceedingly  small.  In  a  few  of  the  smaller  counties  a  smaller  sum 
would  fully  answer  the  purpose.  The  undersigned, 'therefore,  recommends 
the  passage  of  a  general  law,  somewhat  similar  in  its  details  to  the  special 
acts  upon  this  subject,  now  in  force  in  the  several  counties  above  named. 

NORMAL   SCHOOLS. 

The  three  Normal  schools  that  have  been  in  operation  during  the  year 
have  been  well  sustained.  Applicants  for  situations  as  students  were  re- 
jected in  all  the  schools  for  want  of  school  and  boarding  accommodations. 
The  students  who  attend  these  schools,  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  them- 
selves for  teachers,  are  always  in  demand  by  directors,  and  find  situations 
in  the  best  schools  in  the  State. 

Directors  are  now  oQ"ering  better  salaries,  and  for  higher  wages  they  ex- 
pect to  get  better  teachers ;  they  demand  men  and  women  who  have  quali- 
fied themselves,  either  by  a  course  of  professional  study,  or  by  long  ex- 
perience, or  both. 

In  the  report  for  1865,  it  was  recom.mended  to  change  the  plan  of  apply- 
ing the  amount  given  by  the  State  to  these  institutions.  The  recommenda- 
tion was  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  and  so  far  as  the  experience  of  one 
year  will  enable  us  to  judge,  the  results  have  been  favorable  and  highly 
satisfactory  to  those  who  have  the  most  favorable  opportunities  to  judge 
of  its  operatic n.  The  money  appropriated  was  applied  to  defray,  in  part, 
the  expenses  of  such  students  only  as  intend  to  become  teachers  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  State.  It  is  believed  that  this  method  of  rendering  aid 
by  the  State  will,  in  a  few  years,  make  our  Normal  schools  exclusively  in- 
stitutions for  the  training  of  teachers.     It  is  strongly  urged  that  fifteen  thou- 
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sand  dollars  be  appropriated  to  these  schools,  which  sum  shall  be  given  to 
the  several  schools  upon  a  plao  similar  to  the  one  adopted  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  amount  appropriated  in  the  act  of  April  II,  1866. 

In  September,  1866,  the  Keystone  Normal  school,  located  at  Kutztown 
Berks  county,  was  recognized  as  a  State  Normal  school  for  the  Third  dis- 
trict, composed  of  the  counties  of  Berks,  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh.  To  each 
of  the  three  schools  previously  in  operation  the  State  has  appropriated  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  in  instalments  of  five  thousand  dollars.  This  liberality,  on 
the  part  of  the  State,  is  considered,  by  the  friends  of  Normal  schools  in  other 
districts,  as  a  guaranty  that  the  same  amount  will  be  given  to  each  school 
when  established  and  recognized  by  the  State  authorities.  This  school  in 
the  Third  district,  as  were  the  others,  is  in  debt,  and  is  destitute  of  a  library 
and  apparatus,  which  every  good  school  must  have.  Like  them,  too,  the 
requisite  amount  of  ground  has  been  purchased,  and  the  buildings  erected 
by  subscriptions  made  by  the  citizens  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  it  is 
located.  This  institution  is  eminently  deserving  the  liberality  of  the  State. 
An  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  the  Keystone  Normal  school 
is  therefore  recommended. 

COUNT|^  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Twelve  years  have  now  passed  since  this  feature  of  the  school  system  of 
Pennsylvania  was  put  into  operation  ;  time  has  therefore  been  given  to 
show  its  excellencies  and  its  defects.  Although  this  part  of  the  law  was, 
at  its  passage,  quite  generally  unpopular,  it  has  worked  its  way  into  favor 
with  a  large  majority  of  the  friends  of  the  common  school  system.  Those 
who  have  worked  in  this  department  duriug  the  whole  twelve  years,  or  who 
have  watched  the  workings  of  the  system,  can  readily  determine,  by  com- 
parison, the  good  that  has  been  done  by  this  agency.  The  improvement  in 
school  houses,  the  elevation  in  the  qualifications  of  teachers,  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  branches  taught  in  the  schools,  and  the  general  waking  up 
of  the  people  of  the  State  to  the  importance  of  the  subject.  These  all  give 
evidence  of  the  utility  and  usefulness  of  this  office.  Indeed,  so  thoroughly 
established  has  it  become,  and  so  important  is  it  to  the  success  of  the  sys- 
tem, that  to  dispense  with  it,  would  be  to  strike  one  of  the  main  working 
beams  from  our  complicated  educational  machinery.  The  fourth  tri-ennial 
election  of  county  superintendents,  which  occurred  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May  last,  resulted  in  the  election  of  one  half  of  the  then  encumbents,  and 
an  increase  of  the  aggregate  salaries,  of  $7,652.  This  fact  shows  that  a 
goodly  number  of  those  who  had  served  three  years  or  more,  had  so  per- 
formed their  duties  as  to  be  acceptable  to  the  appointing  or  electing  power; 
also,  that  the  directors  appreciate  the   services   of  those  faithful  ofBcers. 
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The  best  s?iection3  pre  not  always  made  by  the  directors.  Prejudice  and 
party  spirit  in  some  instances  prevail  over  the  better  judgment  ;  still  the 
persons  elected,  are,  as  a  general  rule,  faithful,  industrious,  competent  men, 
who  laber  assiduously  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools  of  their  respec- 
tive CjUQlies. 


COLLEGES,    ACADEMIES    AND   FEMALE   SEMINARIES, 

By  the  act  of  April  1,  1836,  "the  presidents  of  all  colleges,  or  universities, 
and  the  principals  of  all  academies,  or  other  schools,  other  than  common 
schools,  having  received  aid  from  the  State,  are  required  to  report  to  the 
Superintendent  of  rommou  Schools,  vs'hich  reports  he  is  to  lay  before  the 
Legi?=lature. "  Of  thn  thirty  or  more  academies  that  have  at  different  times 
received  pecuniary  aid  from  the  State,  four  only  now  report.  The  others,  from 
which  reports  are  received  and  published,  have  either  been  incorporated 
by  the  Legislature  without  any  appropriation  being  granted,  or  charters 
have  been  granted  by  the  courts.  It  is  presuuiud  ihat  most  of  these  insti- 
tutions that  have  received  grants  of  money  or  land  from  the  State,  have 
ceased  to  exist  as  academies,  and  the  buildings  are  now  used,  if  used  at  all, 
for  common  school  houses.  It  seems,  therefore,  but  mere  form  to  publish, 
from  year  to  year,  reports  from  these  private  institutions.  The  appropria- 
tions were  generally  made  upon  the  condition  that  the  institutions  receiving 
the  aid  should  educate  gratis  a  specified  number  of  poor  children.  It  is 
probable  that  in  bat  a  very  few  cases  is  that  provision  of  the  grant  com- 
plied with. 

In  ISil,  1842  and  1843,  appropriations  were  made  to  colleges,  academies 
and  female  seminaries,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  $7n,000.  No 
appropriations  have  since  been  made  to  this  class  of  schools,  and  at  the  last 
mentioned  date  all  laws  relative  to  granting  appropriations  to  them  were 
repealed.  Of  the  colleges  in  the  State  but  few  have  received  aid  from  it, 
and  their  officers  do  not  feel  under  obligations  to  report.  Indeed  all  of  our 
higher  institutions  are  independent  of  all  State  control.  It  is  suggested 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  our  educational  system,  as  a  whole,  to 
have  all  institutions  that  have  been  chartered  by  the  State,  subject,  to  some 
extent,  to  State  authority  ;  that  authority  to  be  lodged  either  in  the  hands 
of  the  State  Superintendent,  together  with  a  board,  to  consist  of  three  or  five 
members,  or  wholly  in  a  board  of  officers  appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  necessity  of  such  a  course 
must  be  apparent  to  all  who  have  became  familiar  with  the  disconnected, 
.and,  in  some  cases,  discordant  parts  of  our  educational  machinery.  These 
institutions  are  deserving  State  patronage,  and  if  that  is  bestowed  they  should 
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be  subject  to  some  authority  in  the  State.     The  attention  of  the  Legislature 
is  earnestly  invited  to  this  class  of  literary  institutions. 

REMARK  S. 

The  school  system  of  the  Commonwealth  has  been  severely  tried  during 
the  past  few  years,  and  to  those  who  were  in  situations  to  know  the  diffi- 
culties to  be  overcome,  it  must  be  a  source  of  gratitude  that  it  has  sustained 
itself  so  nobly,  and  that  it  has,  during  all  these  struggles,  become  more  and 
more  popular  with  the  masses.  The  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  to  day,  feel 
more  than  ever  before,  that  our  school  system  has  hitherto  been,  and  must 
hereafter  be,  the  great  saving  element  in  our  free  institutions.  The  diffi- 
culties that  have  beset  the  system  at  times,  seemed  well  nigh  overpowering, 
and  yet,  in  every  instance,  has  it  come  out  of  the  troubles  with  renewed 
vigor.  The  call  for  young  men  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  army  drew  away 
hundreds  of  our  best  teachers,  and  in  many  counties  of  the  State,  school 
houses  were  unoccupied  for  one  or  more  years,  beeau^ie  no  person  could  be 
found  to  teiich.  In  other  cases,  mere  boys  or  girls  were  employed,  merely 
to  fill  out  t!ie  time.  Houses  that  were  wholly  unfit  for  use,  and  destitute 
of  a!l  the  conveniences  and  comforts  that  school  bouses  should  have,  were 
used,  because  directors  were  not  willing  to  increase  the  tax.  Taxes  in  many 
districts  were  so  burdensome,  in  consequence  of  the  amounts  raised  to  pay 
bounties,  that  directors  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  keep  down  the  length  of 
school  term  to  the  minimum  allowed  by  law. 

The  act  of  1S64,  by  which  school  directors  were  required  to  levy  and  col- 
lect bounty  tax,  introduced  into  the  school  boards,  in  very  many  of  the  dis- 
tricts, dissatisfaction,  controversy  and  party  spirit  Several  boards  were 
broken  up  by  the  resignation  of  all  the  members.  No  person  in  the  district 
could  be  found  to  serve,  and  the  school  system  was  repudiated. 

As  the  tax  was  levied,  collected  and  disbursed  by  the  school  officers,  in 
many  localities  where  this  tax  w^as  not  approved  of,  the  whole  unpopularity 
of  the  measure  was  directed  against  the  school  system.  Happily,  these 
difficulties  have  passtd,  and  the  aggregates  of  the  statistical  reports,  from 
the  several  districts  for  1866,  are  evidence  that  the  system  has  come  out 
of  her  trials  with  renewed  vigor,  and  is  even  now  regaining  all  that  was 
lost  in  three  years  of  difficulty  and  despondency. 

Former  Legislatures  have  been  liberal  in  granting  what  has  been  asked 
for,  but  during  the  war,  it  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  ask  for  any  large 
increase  of  the  appropriations.  Now,  however,  the  circumstances  are  more 
favorable,  and  the  undersigned  believes  it  to  be  his  duty,  and  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  recommend  to  the  Legislature,  an  in- 
crease in  the  amounts  given  for  educational  purposes.     Small  appropria- 
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tions  here,  are  not  economy,  but  extravagancies.  This  great  interest  which 
underlies  the  welfare  of  the  State,  the  success  and  prosperity  of  which  is 
vital  to  our  existence  as  a  free  people,  is  commended  to  the  fostering  care 
of  the  Executive  and  the  Legislature. 

C.  R.   COBURN, 
^  Soj^^-  Comvion  Schools. 

Harbisburg,  October  lf>.  1866. 
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ADAMS  COUNTY.— Aaron  Sheely. 

Souses. — Eight  new  houses  have  been  erected  since  the  date  of  my  last 
report.  Of  this  number,  Franklin  and  Hamiltonban  have  each  two,  and 
Butler,  Oxford  and  Reading  each  one.  The  one  in  Butler,  at  Center  Mills, 
is  a  large,  commodious  and  beautiful  brick  building,  supplied  with  good 
furniture  and  ample  black-board  surface.  Mr.  J.  Gr.  Weaver,  the  contractor 
and  builder,  resides  in  the  vicinity,  is  a  warm  friend  of  common  schools,  and 
took  special  pains  to  erect  a  building  in  every  way  creditable  to  himseL'  ind 
the  district.  The  plan  of  the  house  is  excellent,  and  the  material  used  in 
its  construction  of  the  best  quality.  In  short,  it  is  a  model  country  school 
house.     Directors,  who  contemplate  building,  should  examine  it. 

The  other  new  houses  erected  are  all  good  and  substantial  edifices. 

Houses  unfit. — "We  have  still  a  number  of  houses  unfit  for  school  purposes. 
By  reference  to  last  year's  report  it  will  be  seen  where  they  are. 

There  is  one  district,  however,  that  deserves  special  mention  in  this  con- 
nection, and  that  is  Littlestown.  This,  a  town  of  considerable  size,  wealth 
and  enterprize,  contains  three  schools,  but  cannot  boast  of  a  single  publte 
school  building  fit  for  school  purposes.  The  directors  have  rented  the  lecture 
room  of  a  church,  and  in  this  they  manage  to  accommodate  two  of  th^ 
schools.  The  other  is  kept  in  an  old  meanly  furnished  log  cabin,  located  on 
an  alley,  in  the  out-skirts  of  the  town.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  directors 
to  put  up  a  building  large  enough  to  accommodate  all  their  schools  as  &oon  as 
they  get  through  with  grading  and  paving  their  streets,  and  all  other  im- 
portant matters  now  engrossing  their  attention.  It  is  not  a  little  strange 
that  the  people  of  a  place  which  contains  so  many  fine  private  residecces, 
churches,  stores  and  hotels,  and  who  are  otherwise  enterprizing  and  pro- 
gressive, should  so  long  defer  that  which  is  of  primary  importaace. 
3  School  Rep. 


34.  ADAMS  COUNTY. 

In  various  districts  new  houses  will  be  erected  the  present  season.  The 
spirit  of  improvement  seems  at  length  to  have  taken  hold  of  the  people,  and 
they  begin  to  think  that  good  school  houses  are  as  necessary  as  good  barns 
and  stables. 

Houses  Burnt. — Two  houses  were  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  year,  the 
one  in  Franklin,  caused  by  the  bad  practice  of  keeping  hot  ashes  in  the  build- 
ing ;  and  the  other  in  Menallen,  supposed  to  have  been  the  work  of  an  incen- 
diary. In  the  place  of  the  former,  one  has  already  been  erected,  and  in  the 
latter  a  new  one  will  be  ready  for  the  fall  term. 

Furniture. — The  new  houses  are  generally  supplied  with  good,  though 
for  the  most  part,  plain  furniture,  but  many  of  the  old  ones  are  lamentably 
deficient  in  this  particular.  It  it  now  pretty  generally  admitted  that  a  school 
desk  should  be  something  more  than  a  board  fastened  to  the  wall  at  a  uni- 
form height,  in  such  a  way  as  to  form  a  steep,  inclined  plane,  at  which  it  is 
utterly  impossible  for  a  child  to  learn  to  write.  The  opinion  is  fast  gaining 
ground,  that  the  school  should  be  made  as  pleasant  and  attractive  as  the 
home ;  and  that  to  become  so,  it  must  have  all  the  necessary  appliances  for 
comfort  as  well  as  for  study. 

Schoels. — The  war  has  had  a  very  depressing  efi"ect  upon  our  schools, 
from  which  they  have  not  yet  fully  recovered.  On  account  of  the  high 
bounty  taxes  in  many  districts,  directors  unwisely  shortened  the  term  to 
the  minimum  length  of  four  months,  and  also  reduced  the  wages  to  the  very 
lowest  rates.  So  long  as  directors  do  not  pay  wages  more  commensurate 
with  the  toils,  trials,  difficulties  and  responsibilities  of  teaching,  we  must 
expect  to  have  some  poor  schools. 

The  majority  of  our  schools  were  in  the  hands  of  conscientious,  faithful 
teachers,  who  discharged  their  duties  to  the  best  of  their  ability.  A  few 
failures  occurred  during  the  winter,  owing  mainly  to  want  of  sufficient 
scholarship  and  executive  ability. 

The  only  districts  which  had  fall  terms  were  Cumberland  and  Straban. 
In  Gettysburg  the  school  year  is  divided  into  two  terms,  of  four  and  a  half 
months  each. 

Examinations. — My  first  public  examination  of  teachers  for  the  year  was 
held  in  Gettysburg,  in  July,  and  all  the  others  during  the  mpnths  of  August 
and  September. 

A  second  examination  was  held  in  Straban,  to  examine  teachers  for  the 
Tftinter  term. 

Teachers  being  scarce  the  classes  were  generally  very  small.  At  four  of 
my  appointments  not  a  single  applicant  appeared. 

The  examinations  were  generally  well  attended  by  directors  and  other 
friends  of  education. 

At  the  close  of  the  public  examinations  teachers  had  been  secured  for 
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only  about  one-half  the  schools.  With  much  difficulty,  and  after  much  de- 
lay, all  were  supplied  with  teachers,  though  many  of  them  were  decidedly 
incompetent.  Private  examinations  were  so  very  frequent  that  for  severnl 
months  afterwards,  scarcely  a  day  passed  that  I  was  not  called  on  to  ex- 
amine one  or  more  applicants.  I  have  reason  to  know  that  teachers  some- 
times took  advantage  of  the  scarcity,  to  shirk  a  public  examination.  At 
the  request  of  directors,  I  renewed  a  few  certificates.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  law  to  justify  this  practice,  and  it  should  therefore  be  discontinued. 
By  it  the  main  object  of  the  law  is  defeated.  Directors  and  teachers  should 
not  ask  a  superintendent  to  do  what  they  know  he  has  no  right  to  do. 

Teachers. — Our  teachers  are  for  the  most  part,  young  and  inexperienced. 
As  soon  as  they  acquire  a  little  skill  and  experience,  they,  as  a  general  thing, 
go  where  their  services  are  more  appreciated  and  better  rewarded,  or  aban- 
don the  profession  altogether.  Many  are  forced  to  do  this,  because  the  low 
rates  of  wages  paid  in  many  districts,  will  not'aflford  them  a  living.  The 
average  salaries  of  males  per  month,  last  winter,  was  about  twenty-six  dol- 
lars, and  the  average  of  females,  a  fraction  over  twenty-three  dollars.  The 
highest  average  for  males,  forty  dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents,  was  paid 
in  Gettysburg,  and  the  next  highest,  thirty  dollars,  was  paid  in  Conewago 
and  Hampton.  The  lowest  average  for  males,  twenty-one  dollars  and  four- 
teen cents,  was  paid  in  Highland.  The  highest  average  per  month  for 
females,  twenty-eight  dollars  and  a  half,  was  paid  in  Huntington,  and  the 
lowest,  seventeen  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents,  in  Oxford.  From  this  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  compensation  of  teachers  in  this  county  is  entirely  in- 
adequate. Some  very  good  teachers  .refuse  to  teach  because  they  can  make 
more  by  working  as  common  day-laborers.  A  good  teacher  refused  to  teach 
last  winter,  because  he  was  offered  two  dollars  a  day  for  making  staves  and 
shingles.  Day  laborers  here  get  from  a  dollar  and  a  half  to  two  dollars, 
and  mechanics  get'from  two  to  three  dollars  per  day.  I  know  a  butcher's 
boy  that  gets  twenty  dollars  per  month  and  board.  This  is  indeed  a  de- 
plorable state  of  affairs.  No  wonder  many  of  our  better  class  teachers  leave 
the  county,  or  quit  a  profession  that  brings  them  but  a  scanty  living.  But 
there  are  men  who  think  that  the  teacher  who  is  employed  for  four  or  five 
months  in  the  year,  at  twenty-five  dollars  a  month,  has  a  very  good  situa- 
tion. 

Yes,  there  are  those  in  our  midst  who  think  that  the  man  who  receives  a 
dollar  a  day  for  teaching,  gets  ^'big"  wages.  Out  of  this  scanty  allowance 
many  teachers  are  obliged  to  pay  from  $2  .50  to  $3  00  per  week  for  board- 
ing. The  teacher  should  receive  a  compensation  that  will  more  than  barely 
afford  him  a  respectable  livelihood.  Life  has  its  vicissitudes  for  the  teacher 
as  well  as  for  other  classes  of  persons,  and  be  should  receive  such  a  com- 
pensation as  will  enable  him  to  lay  by  something  for  a  "rainy  day." 
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If  teachers  were  better  paid,  and  otherwise  eDcouraged,  many  of  them 
would  qualify  themselves  better  for  their  work,  and  more  thoroughly  pre- 
pare themselves  to  bear  the  toils  and  difficulties,  and  assume  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  teacher.  The  natural  consequence  af  this  unwise  economy, 
oa  the  part  of  directors,  is  to  drive  from  the  profession  many  whose 
qualifications,  both  natural  and  acquired,  and  whose  activity  and  energy  of 
character  enable  them  to  secure  better  rewards  for  their  services  in  other 
callings,  and  whose  services,  for  this  reason,  are  most  needed  as  teachers. 
Let  me,  in  behalf  of  teachers,  as  well  as  the  cause  of  common  schools,  ap- 
peal to  the  sense  of  justice  of  directors,  and  urge  them  to  give  to  teachers 
that  support  and  encouragement  which  the  importance  of  their  work  de- 
mands. 

Directors. — It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  directors  have  ever 
manifested  toward  me  the  greatest  kindness  and  respect,  and  as  a  general 
thing,  seemed  willing  to  co-operate  with  me  in  all  measures  calculated  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  schools.  They  generally  attended  my  public 
examinations,  accompanied  me  in  my  visitations  to  the  schools,  and  per- 
formed many  other  duties  connected  with  an  office  which  is  at  once  the 
most  important  and  responsible,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  undesirable, 
in  the  gift  of  the  people.  But  all  are  not  so  conscientious  and  philanthropic. 
Certain  ones  migiit  be  named  who  are  avowed  enemies  of  the  aystem,  who, 
under  the  plea  of  economy,  are  in  favor  of  having  as  little  school  as  possi- 
ble, and  of  reducing  the  wages  to  the  very  lowest  living  or  starving  rates, 
and  who  invariably  favor  the  appointment  of  such  teachers  as  offer  their 
services  for  the  least  money,  be  they  competent  or  incompetent.  In  their 
hostility  they  sometimes  over-reach  themselves  and  violate  the  law.  Such 
was  the  case  in  several  instances. 

To  all  such,  I  would  say  that  gross  neglect  of  duty  and  willful  violationa 
(rf  law  will  hereafter  not  be  tolerated.  In  my  opinion,  directors  should 
receive  compensation  for  their  services,  sufficient  at  least  to  pay  them  for 
their  time.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  other  township  officers  should  be 
remunerated  for  their  time  and  services  and  not  school  directors.  If  there 
ever  was  a  time  when  it  was  inexpedient  tp  allow  them  compensation,  that 
time  is  happily  passed.  I  would  suggest  that  the  next  Legislature  be  m«- 
morialized  to  amend  the  law  in  this  particular. 

Visitations — I  commenced  my  visitations  to  the  schools  soon  after  their 
opening,  and  continued  until  they  closed.  Nearly  every  school  was  visited 
once,  and  many  a  second  time,  during  the  session.  A  few  were  not  in  ses- 
sion when  I  visited  in  those  localities,  and  could  not  be  reached  afterwards 
without  much  inconvenience  and  loss  of  time  to  myself.  In  many  districts, 
directors  accompanied  me. 

Tke  Goimty  Institute  convened  in  Gettysburg,  October  ^th,  and  con- 
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tinned  in  session  three  days.  The  attendance  was  good  throughout,  about 
seventy-five  teachers  answering  to  their  names. 

At  first  the  attendance  was  small,  and  the  exercises  not  of  a  very  inter- 
esting character,  but  as  the  meeting  progressed  it  increased  in  interest  and 
importanee,  until  at  its  close,  it  was  pronounced  by  all,  as  having  been  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  profitable  meetings  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  the 
oounty. 

State  Superintendent  Coburn  was  with  us  a  portion  of  the  time,  and  by 
his  presence  and  aid,  contributed  greatly  to  the  interest  and  success  of  the 
meeting.  He  delivered  a  very  escellent  and  able  address  on  the  "Qualifi- 
cations, duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  teacher." 

Prof.  Lynn,  of  Newville,  also  delivered  an  address,  that  was  well  received, 
for  its  sound,  practical,  views  and  wholesome  advice  to  teachers. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day's  session,  the  members  of  the  as- 
sociation availed  themselves  of  a  very  kind  invitation  from  the  faculty  of 
Pennsylvania  college,  to  visit  the  halls,  libraries  and  grounds  of  their  insti- 
tution; and,  in  the  evening,  by  invitation,  they  repaired  to  the  College 
chapel,  where  they  were  treated  to  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  lec- 
ture on  the  principles  of  Physical  Science,  as  connected  with  the  occupations 
and  phenomena  of  every-day  life,  by  Prof.  Mayer,  of  Pennsylvania  college. 
The  lecture  was  illustrated  throughout,  by  means  of  new  and  costly  philo- 
sophical apparatus. 

Conclusion. — The  war  being  over,  it  is  to  be  hoped  our  schools  will  speed- 
ily become  more  prosperous  than  even  before  the  war.  To  effect  this,  let 
us  all  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost.  Much  has  been  done,  and  much  re- 
mains to  be  done.  I  would  here  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  all,  for  the 
kindness  and  courtesy  extended  to  me  on  all  occasions. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— A.  T.  Douthett. 

School  Houses. — Ten  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  and  one 
old  house  purchased  and  refitted,  for  school  purposes.  The  districts  having 
new  houses,  are  as  follow,  viz :  Baldwin,  one  ;  a  neat  and  comfortable 
frame  house,  furnished  in  the  most  approved  style,  with  single  desk  and 
chair,  and  supplied  with  a  fine  set  of  out- line  maps  ;  size  of  lot,  one  acre ; 
total  cost  of  house,  lot  and  furniture,  $1,593  30.  Chartiers,  one;  a  first 
class  frame  house,  furnished  in  the  most  approved  style;  size  of  lot,  one  acre; 
total  cost  of  house  and  lot,  $2,150.  Jefferson,  one  ;  a  good  frame  building, 
total  cost  of  house  and  lot,  $1,450.     M'Clure,  one  ;  frame,  but  entirely  too 
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small  to  accommodate  the  number  of  children  in  the  district ;  cost  $600. 
Robinson,  two  ;  these  houses  are  neat  and  comfortable  buildings,  each  cost 
of  houses  and  furniture  $3,500.  Ross,  one;  a  first  class  frame  house,  fur- 
niture in  the  modern  style;  size  of  lot  one  acre;  cost  of  house,  lot  and  furni- 
ture, $2,808.  Scott,  one  ;  a  number  one  frame  house,  furnished  with  single 
desk  and  chair;  size  of  lot,  one  acre;  cost  of  house,  lot  and  furniture,  $2,200  -io. 
Shaler,  tne  ;  a  first  class  brick  house;  furniture,  neat  double  desks;  size  of 
lot  half  an  acre;  cost  of  house,  lot  and  furniture  $2,300.  Versailles,  one; 
a  good  frame  house  ;  cost  of  house  about  $1,700.  The  directors  of  Liberty 
have  purchased  the  spacious  mansion  known  as  the  Beitler  hotel,  at  a  cost 
of  $10,500,  and  are  converting  it  into  a  graded  school  house,  and  are  fur- 
nishing it  in  the  most  approved  style.  It  will  be  seen  that  ten  new  school 
buildings  have  been  provided  during  the  year,  at  a  cost  of  about  $27,191  75, 
and  it  aftbrds  me  pleasure  to  report,  that  in  almost  every  instance,  in  the 
selection  of  locations,  and  erection  of  school  edifices,  direct  reference  was 
had  to  convenience  of  access,  suitability  of  surroundings  and  healthiness. 
Such  has  been  the  care  with  which  these  houses  have  been  located  and  built, 
as  to  commend  them  to  directors  of  adjoining  districts,  and  render  them  aa 
ornament  to  the  neighborhood.  In  short,  we  feel  that  in  a  few  years  of 
such  marked  improvement,  in  the  way  of  furnishing  school  houses,  we  can 
report  our  county  as  not  having  a  single  bad  house. 

Furniture. — We  regret  to  say  that  not  a  single  instance  can  we  report 
where  old,  dilapidated,  unsuitable  and  defaced  furniture,  has  given  place  to 
that  of  modern  style,  notwithstanding  there  are  quite  a  number  of  houses, 
which  if  re-furnished,  would  be  very  comfortable.  I  will  here  take  tke  lib- 
erty of  suggesting  the  kind  of  furniture  and  appurtenances  which  should  be 
found  in  every  school :  First,  the  furniture  should  be  so  graded,  as  to  suit 
pupils  of  all  sizes,  so  that  each  child,  when  seated,  can  have  his  feet  resting 
on  the  floor,  and  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  face  the  teacher.  No  furniture 
should  be  introduced  requiring  more  than  two  pupils  to  sit  at  one  desk,  and 
in  that  case  each  should  have  a  single  chair,  firmly  fastened  to  the  floor. 
Second,  recitation  seats,  with  backs,  should  be  provided  and  movable- 
Third,  a  platform,  a  few  feet  wide,  should  extend  across  the  room,  on  which 
should  be  placed  the  recitation  seats.  Fourth,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  black- 
board surface  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pupils.  Fifth,  a  desk  and  chair 
for  the  teacher.  Appurtenances,  such  as  follows,  should  be  furnished  :  A 
bucket,  for  water;  a  wash  basin  and  towels,  a  cup,  broom,  coal  box  and  a 
shovel.  About  three-fourths  of  the  school  houses  are  without  one  or  more 
of  these.  I  would  mention,  in  addition  to  these,  that  every  school  house 
should  be  supplied  with  the  following  articles :  1st.  A  clock,  by  which 
the  opening  and  closing  of  the  schools,  together  with  all  its  exercises,  may 
be  conducted.     2d.  An  evaporating  dish  for  the  stove,  which  should  be  sup- 
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plied  with  pure,  clean  water.  3d.  A  thermometer,  by  which  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  room  may  be  regulated.  For  want  of  these,  much  inconvenience, 
as  well  as  a  want  of  comfort,  on  the  part  of  both  teacher  and  pupils,  is  daily 
experienced. 

Schools  Graded,  Glassijied  and  Unclassified. — Whole  number,  590 ;  of 
these  274  are  well  graded,  and  forty  are  partially  graded.  Of  the  remain, 
ing  276,  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  have  a  very  good  classification,  the 
other  hundred  are  only  imperfectly  classified,  or  not  classified  at  all,  and 
this  is  in  consequence  of  the  great  variety  of  text-books  tolerated  and  used. 
Such  is  the  damaging  effects  upon  the  schools,  that  we  think  some  measures 
should  be  adopted  whereby  each  district  should  be  compelled  to  have  a  uni- 
form series  of  books,  thus  lessening  the  labors  of  the  teacher  and  greatly 
benefiting  the  pupils.  Two  hundred  and  ten  schools  have,  in  addition  to 
the  branches  enumerated  in  the  provisional  certificate,  had  one  or  more  of 
the  following  branches  taught  in  them,  viz  :  Constitution  and  History  of 
the  United  States,  Physiology,  Philosophy,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Astrono- 
my, Book-keeping,  Declamation  and  Composition. 

Examinations. — Whole  number  of  public  examinations  held  37 ;  office 
12 ;  applicants  examined  766  ;  number  of  provisional  certificates  granted 
508 ;  professional  10 ;  applicants  rejected  248 ;  certificates  renewed  and 
endorsed  S3  ;  The  endorsed  certificates  were  the  professionals  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburg.  Those  renewed  were  those  of  persons  holding  professional  grade 
in  scholarship,  but  who  had  not  had  sufficient  practice  in  the  art  of  teaching 
to  justify  us  in  granting  the  full  professional  certificate.  The  lowest  figure 
used  on  the  provisional  certificate  was  4 ;  but  this  number  was  used  only 
on  such  certificates  as  were  granted  for  a  term  of  four  or  six  months.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  above  report,  that  the  number  of  certificates,  renewed 
and  endorsed,  only  exceed  the  number  necessary  to  supply  the  schools,  by 
eleven.  We  still  continue  to  examine  the  applicants  by  a  combination  of 
the  written  and  oral  methods,  always  having  a  sufficient  part  of  the  exami- 
nation on  arithmetic,  grammar  and  geography ;  oral  to  enable  directors  and 
the  audience  to  judge  for  themselves  of  the  applicant's  qualifications,  white 
the  written  method  tests  his  ability  in  orthography  and  composition. 

Institutes. — Several  townships  organized  institutes  shortly  after  the  open- 
ing of  their  schools,  many  of  which  at  first  gave  promise  of  great  usefulness, 
but  through  the  neglect  of  some,  and  the  indifference  of  other  teachers,  these 
almost  inestimable  auxiliaries  of  our  public  schools,  in  many  instances,  were 
suffered  to  fall  into  disuse.  Scott  and  Robinson  townships  deserve  official 
commendation  for  the  manner  in  which  they  conducted  their  institutes 
throughout  the  term.  Such  was  the  spirit  and  interest  with  which  they 
were  conducted,  as  to  satisfy  every  friend  of  public  school  education  that 
all  that  is  necessary  to  make  these  auxiliaries  invaluable,  is  energy  upon 
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the  part  of  the  teachers,  and  a  hearty  co-operation  upon  the  part  of  the  di- 
rectors. Such  has  been  the  beneficial  effect  of  these  institutes  upon  the 
schools  of  Robinson  township,  that  the  directors  would  as  soon  think  of  dis- 
pensing with  two  days'  teaching  as  to  abolish  the  institute.  We  earnestly 
hope  that  other  districts,  seeing  the  good  work  accomplished  by  these  insti- 
tutes, may  say  to  their  teachers,  go  and  do  likewise.  One  county  institute 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg  during  the  first  week  of  April,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county,  and  was  attended  by  over  three 
hundred  teachers. 

Other  Agencies. — Of  the  many  educational  institutions  in  our  county,  of 
a  higher  grade  than  common  school,  we  may  mention  Curry's  Normal  In- 
stitute, a  school  whose  specific  object  is  the  qualification  of  teachers,  and 
which  has  an  attendance  of  over  three  hundred  pupils  a  year.  The  Western 
University,  with  an  attendance  of  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  a  year. 
Female  college,  Newell's  English  and  Classical  academy  and  Pryor's  Classi- 
cal and  Commercial  school,  all  of  which  are  well  patronized,  and  exerting 
Sn  influence  in  their  appropiate  sphere. 

Progress. — Improvement  in  many  of  our  schools  was  never  more  apparent 
than  during  the  present  year  ;  and  owing  to  the  increased  interest  in  the 
cause  of  education,  the  demand  for  first  class  teachers  was  never  so  great 
as  at  present.  It  is  true,  that  many  of  the  schools  could  not  be  opened  at 
the  proper  time,  for  want  of  a  suflBcient  number  of  teachers  holding  the  re- 
quired grade  of  certificates,  and  this  want  is  occasioned  by  an  insufficiency 
of  salary,  as  many  of  our  best  teachers  are  constantly  leaving  the  profes- 
sion to  enter  more  lucrative  employments.  Since  no  business  can  prosper 
which  is  constantly  changing  hands,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  directors 
will  offer  such  salaries  as  will  secure  and  retain  the  services  of  well  qualified 
teachers. 

Female  Teachers. — Our  female  teachers  are  generally  succeeding  well, 
anid  are  receiving  that  encouragement  from  both  directors  and  the  liberal 
minded  public,  which  enables  them  to  engage  in  the  work  of  school  instruc- 
tion with  zeal  and  energy.  Such  has  been  their  success  in  the  work  assigned 
them,  as  to  impress  the  public  with  the  idea,  that  they  are  an  indispensable 
element  in  the  teaching  force  of  our  county.  It  would  be  doing  injustice  to 
a  large  portion  of  our  teachers  not  to  report  the  fact,  that  they  have  been 
earnest  in  their  efforts  at  self  improvement,  and  for  this,  they  deserve  the 
highest  official  commendation. 

Conclusion. — It  is  doubtless  true  that  the  safety  of  our  Republic  depends 
upon  the  education  of  the  people,  as  the  late  fearful  struggle  to  maintain 
our  National  existence  clearly  demonstrates.  This  may  startle  some,  and 
be,  treated  lightly  by  others,  but  nevertheless  the  wise  and  considerate  states- 
man will  at  once  acknowledge,  that  the  safety  and  permanence  of  our  in- 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY.  41 

stitutions  are  ouly  to  be  committed  to  the  hands  of  intelligent  keepers;  hence 
we  urge  upon  all  school  officers,  the  necessity  of  making  the  most  liberal 
provision  for  the  education  of  every  child  in  our  land. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY.— Robert  W.  Smith. 

The  number  of  applicants  at  the  public  examinations  was  considerably 
less  than  the  number  of  schools.  By  examining  privately,  renewing  and  in- 
dorsing the  certificates  of  such  as  I  was  satisfied  were  competent,  and  the 
employment  of  some  who  hold  professional  certificates,  all  the  schools  were 
finally  supplied  with  teachers.  My  mode  of  examining  was  similar  to  that 
mentioned  in  my  last  report.  I  invariably  took  the  standard  prescribed  by 
the  State  Department,  as  my  guide,  in  fixing  the  grades,  which  I  fixed  as 
high  as  my  judgment  and  conscience  would  permit.  I  granted  213  provi- 
sional, but  no  professional  certificates. 

Teachers. — Ninety-nine  male  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- six  female 
teachers  were  employed,  of  whom  sixty-six  had  had  less  than  one  year's  ex- 
perience in  teaching.  A  few  need  to  improve  much  by  experience.  If  they 
should  not,  they  had  better  abandon  this  important  branch  of  the  public 
service.  A  considerable  majority  discharged  their  responsible  duties  with 
commendable  skill,  efficiency  and  fidelity.  A  goodly  number  are  excellent 
teckchers,  and  seem  anxious  to  enhance  their  qualifications  for  their  useful 
and  humble  vocation. 

I  regret  that  the  generally  satisfactory  aspect  of  school  affairs  was  some- 
what marred  by  difficulties  in  a  few  localities  which,  so  far  as  I  could  learn, 
resulted  from  unfavorable  extraneous  influences,  as  much  as  from  want  of 
prudence,  competency,  or  skill  on  the  part  of  the  teachers. 

Visitations — The  roads,  most  of,  the  time  during  my  visitations,  -were  bad, 
and  the  weather  inclement.  Hence  my  progress  was  impeded,  and  I  was 
prevented  from  visiting  a  few  schools  which  I  expected  to  reach  before 
they  closed.  A  few  others  were  temporarily  closed  when  I  was  in  their 
vicinities,  and  before  I  could  return  to  them  their  term  had  expired.  I 
made  241  visits,  the  average  length  of  each  being  1|  hours.  Directors  ac- 
companied me  in  31,  and  citizens  in  28  visits.  After  listening  to  recita- 
tions, occasionally  taking  part  in  the  instruction  of  classes,  ascertaining  the 
course  and  method  of  instruction  and  the  branches  taught,  and  collecting 
the  required  statistics,  I  spent  from  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour  in 
addressing  the  scholars,  on  such  topics  as  seemed  to  me  to  be  practical  and 
useful. 
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As  I  wished  to  see  the  schools  in  their  every-day  condition,  I  did  not 
give  the  teachers  notice  when  I  would  visit  them.  As  a  general  thing,  my 
visits  were  unexpected  at  the  time  they  were  made,  and  a  desire  expressed 
for  me  to  call  again. 

Schools — They  were,  with  comparatively  few  exceptions,  in  a  prosper- 
ous and  improving  condition.  The  attendance  in  many  of  them  was  larger 
than  it  had  previously  been.  A  great  majority  of  pupils  are  young.  They 
generally  made  reasonable  progress  in  the  branches  which  they  studied. 
Algebra,  history,  vocal  music,  &e.,  were  taught  in  about  the  same  number 
as  I  have  heretofore  reported.  Three  new  schools  were  established,  viz  : 
One  in  Madison,  one  in  Manor,  and  one  in  Red  Bank.  The  Bible  was  read 
daily  in  203.  In  a  small  number  there  where  other  appropriate  religious 
exercises,  from  which,  so,far  as  I  could  discover,  sectarianism  was  excluded. 

District  Institutes  — The  only  districts  in  which  these  were  regularly  held, 
are  North  Buffalo,  South  Buffalo,  Burrell,  Cowanshannock,  Manor  and  Val- 
ley. I  attended  one  meeting  of  the  institute  in  North  Buffalo,  one  in  Bur- 
rell and  one  in  Yalley.  It  was  impracticable  for  me  to  attend  any  others. 
The  one  in  Burrell  consisted  both  of  the  teachers  and  a  certain  number  of 
pupils  detailed  from  their  respective  schools.  These  pupils  were  formed 
into  classes  for  class  drills,  and  to  some  of  them  performances  in  composi- 
tion and  declamation  were  assigned.  I  regard  the  combining  of  pupiis 
with  teachers  in  such  institutes  as  an  excellent  feature.  It  had  the  effect, 
in  that  instance,  of  stimulating  the  pupils  of  those  schools  to  study  more  at- 
tentively and  closely,  and  to  be  pains-taking  in  preparing  their  performances, 
in  order  that  they  may  excel  on  the  day  of  the  institute.  Classes  formed 
of  pupils,  are  better  adapted  for  class  drills  than  those  formed  of  teachers. 
Parents  are  naturally  interested  in  what  their  children  do  on  such  occasions. 
Hence  that  institute  was  well  attended  by  those  who  were  not  members. 

Circumstances,  beyond  my  control,  prevented  the  holding  of  a  county  in- 
stitute, which  I  expected  would  have  been  held  sometime  during  the  winter. 

Improvements. — New  frame  school  houses  were  erected  as  follows,  viz  : 
One  in  North  Buffalo,  one  in  South  Buffalo,  two  in  Brady's  Bend,  three  in 
Mahoning,  one  in  Pine,  one  in  Yalley,  one  in  Manor  and  one  in  Washing- 
ton districts,  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  $9,208  99.  They  are  of  adequate 
size,  and  furnished  with  good  pine  desks  and  seats.  Those  in  Brady's  Bend 
and  Mahoning  surpass  the  others  in  finish,  furnishing  and  air  of  cheerful- 
ness. The  ceiling  of  the  one  in  Washington  is  too  low.  Initiative  steps 
have  been  taken  to  erect  a  three  story  brick  school  house  in  Kittanning 
borough,  sufficiently  capacious  to  accommodate  several  hundred  pupils,  and 
to  supply  it  with  suitable  furniture.  The  schools  of  Allegheny  and  Apollo 
districts  were  furnished  with  charts,  representing  the  motions  of  the  planets. 

Without  devoting  much  time  to  the  consideration  of  private  and  select 
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schools,  academies  and  colleges,  I  remark  that  I  have  not  discovered  that 
well  conducted  schools  of  the  kind  first  mentioned  have  exerted  an  unfavora- 
ble influence  upon  the  common  schools  in  this  county.  The  several  acade- 
mies have  been,  for  several  years,  valuable  auxiliaries  in  preparing  common 
school  teachers  for  their  calling.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  employment  of 
unqualified  teachers  in  subscription  schools,  so  common  in  the  summer  in 
rural  districts,  has  had  the  efi"ect,  in  many  instances,  of  neutralizing  the 
good  accomplished  by  thorough,  correct  teaching  in  the  common  schools, 
and  of  causing  very  young  pupils  to  acquire  improper  habits  in  the  rudi- 
mental  part  of  their  education.  Too  many  parents  are  deluded  with  the 
idea  that  almost  any  one  is  capable  of  teaching  little  children.  The  truth  is, 
they  especially  need  skillful,  faithful,  attentive  teachers  to  aid  them  in  lay- 
ing a  good  foundation.  Their  early  habits  and  impressions,  whether  cor- 
rect or  erroneous,  cannot  easily  be  eradicated.  If  the  foundation  work  of 
education  be  defective,  the  superstructure  will  be  of  little  worth. 

I  apprehend  that  one  good  efi"ect  of  subjecting  these  private  educational 
agencies  to  the  school  system  of  the  State,  would  be  to  elevate  the  common 
schools  in  the  estimation  of  a  portion  of  the  people  who  imagine  that  pay 
schools  are  better  in  all  respects  than  free  schools,  whether  that  be  really 
the  case  or  not.  Such  might  not  then  be  disposed  to  depreciate  the  latter 
as  they  do.  ^ 

I  do  not  purpose  to  consider  what  eff"ective  measures,  other  than  a  com- 
pulsory law,  can  be  adopted  to  bring  free  and  pay  schools  under  one  and 
the  same  system.  Whether  such  a  law  could  be  sustained  without  amend- 
ing the  organic  law,  is  questionable.  Free  schools  were  established,  and 
they  are  partially  maintained  by  the  State,  in  obedience  to  a  command  in 
the  Constitution.  The  State,  then,  very  properly  has  a  voice  in  controlling 
their  supervision  and  management.  In  the  absence  of  the  expressed  will 
of  the  people,  would  it  be  competent  for  the  Legislature  to  assume  the  con- 
trol of  private  or  pay  schools  any  more  than  that  of  other  branches  of  legis- 
lative business  carried  on  by  individuals  ?  I  do  not  see  clearly  how  such 
schools  can  be  subjected,  unless  by  express  decree  of  the  people,  to  the  re- 
ginie  of  the  public  school  system,  without  the  consent  of  those  who  founded 
them,  or  under  whose  control  they  now  are. 

As  irregular  attendance  is  a  great  impediment  to  the  progress  of  pupils 
in  acquiring  knowledge,  all  effective,  judicious  measures  to  remedy  it  should 
be  tried.  Among  such,  are  the  providing  of  comfortable  school  houses, 
suitable  furniture,  skillful,  efficient,  faithful,  attractive  teachers,  and  paren- 
tal co-operation.  Many  parents  need  to  appreciate  more  fully  than  they 
do,  the  great  evil  resulting  to  their  children  from  their  irregular,  and  the 
lasting  benefits  which  they  would  derive  from  their  regular  attendance. 
The  fault  of  irregular  attendance  is  mainly  attributable  to  a  want  of  such 
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appreciation  aad  the  laxity  of  parental  authority.  Parents  who  are  nesrli- 
gent  or  indifferent  about  this  matter,  need  to  be  reminded,  convinced  that 
the  good  of  their  children  and  a  full  return  for  their  annual  outlay  of  money 
in  the  purchase  of  school  books,  payment  of  taxes  and  other  expenses  in- 
curred for  educational  purposes,  devolve  upon  them  the  duty  of  aiding  in 
the  accomplishment  of  this  important  object.  Their  lack  of  hearty  co-opera- 
tion cannot  but  neutralize  salutary  rules  and  other  measures  that  may  be 
adopted  by  directors  and  teachers. 

All  who  desire  the  young  to  progress  in  useful  knowledge,  whether  they 
directly  or  officially  exercise  any  of  the  functions  of  the  school  system  or 
not,  can  do  something,  by  prudent  efforts,  to  persuade  their  careless  neigh- 
bors to  do  their  duty  to  their  children  by  requiring  them  to  be  regular  in 
their  attendance,  unless  prevented  by  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  cause. 
This  matter  has  so  important  a  bearing  upon  the  welfare  of  the  rising  gen- 
eration, and  the  future  good  of  society,  that  I  beg  leave  to  intimate,  that  it 
is  incumbent  upon  all  clergymen  to  occasionally  direct  the  serious  attention 
of  their  congregations  to  this,  and  cognate  duties.  I  here  reiterate  the  sug- 
gestion which  I  made  in  various  localities,  that  efforts  be  made  by  teachers 
and  others  to  induce  the  people  generally  to  subscribe,  either  singly,  or  in 
clubs  of  about  four,  for  the  School  Journal,  or  some  other  good  educational 
magazine.  The  monthly  reading  of  such  a  periodical  would,  it  seems  to 
me,  arouse  and  keep  alive  the  interests  of  the  lukewarm  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  schools,  and  thus  they,  too,  would  become  efficient  co-workers  in 
effecting  a  more  regular  attendance,  and  in  promoting  the  general  cause  of 
education. 

Some  teachers  accomplished  much  in  securing  regular  attendance,  by 
having  a  short  exercise  in  music  at  the  opening  of  their  schools  in  the  morn- 
ing and  afternoon.  I  occasionally  suggested  to  those  not  qualified  to  teach 
music,  that  the  next  best  means  of  attracting  their  pupils  punctually  and 
regularly  to  school,  would  be  to  select  some  amusing,  yet  instructive  anec- 
dote or  story,  to  relate  or  read  to  them  among  the  opening  exercises  of  each 
day;  something  fresh,  out  of  the  ordinary  routine,  wearing  the  charm  of 
novelty. 

Some  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  in  Kittanning 
borough,  truancy  had  become  quite  too  prevalent  in  the  schools  in  that  dis- 
trict. Severe  punishment  had  ceased  to  be  effective  in  checking  it.  The 
board  adopted  a  rule  that  if  any  scholar  should  be  absent  a  given  number 
of  times,  without  written  excuse  from  his  parents,  he  should  be  suspended, 
but  eould  be  re-admitted  by  getting  a  permit  from  the  president  of  the 
board.  The  teachers  were  enjoined  to  enforce  the  rule  rigidly  and  impar- 
tially. Those  who  continued  to  indulge  in  their  truancy,  were  sent  home 
with  their  books.     They  could  endure  a  flogging — they  had  become  used  to 
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that — but  they  were  startled  when  the  penalty  of  banishment  was  inflicted, 
and  ihey  knew  that  their  parents  must  become  acquainted  with  the  cause. 
Their  parents  were  at  first  inclined  t-o  complain,  but  when  they  came  to  un- 
derstand the  reason  and  necessity  of  the  rule,  they  cheerfully  acquiesced, 
and  co-operated  with  the  directors  and  teachers  in  enforcing  it.  While  it 
was  in  force,  there  v/as  little  or  no  truancy. 

If  the  foregoing  and  all  other  persuasive  means  fail  to  induce  a  portion 
to  voluntarily  exercise  and  eiyoy  the  educational  privileges  and  advantages 
within  their  reach,  it  is  at  least  debatable,  whether  it  would  be  expedient 
to  attempt  to  force  them  to  do  so  by  legislative  enactments.  Although  I 
have  heard  the  opinion  expressed,  in  various  parts  of  this  county,  that  the 
school  law  ought  to  be  stringent  enough  to  compel  all  of  proper  age  to  at- 
tend school,  still  I  doubt  whether  the  public  mind  is  yet  prepared  to  appre- 
ciate and  sustain  compulsory  legislation  to  effect  so  important  an  object  as 
regular  attendance. 

Since  1790,  a  period  of  seventy-six  years,  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth have  enjoined  upon  the  Legislature  the  duty  of  providing  "  by  law 
for  the  establishment  of  schools  throughout  the  State,  in  such  manner  that 
the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis.^'  The  people  have,  by  their  ballots,  twice 
ratified  that  provision.  They  have  made  a  firm  and  stable^decree,  that  there 
shall  be  such  a  system  of  public  schools  as  will  not  debar  any,  not  even  those 
who  are  too  poor  to  pay  tuition  fees,  from  the  benefits  of  education.  The 
Constitution  in  spirit  declares,  that  the  Legislature  shall — it  commands — 
establish  such  a  school  system,  that  all  may — it  does  not  command  any  to— 
enjoy  its  advantages.  The  Legislature,  in  obedience  to  that  command,  has 
provided  such  a  system,  and  prescribed  the  means  for  maintaining  it,  but 
the  query  arises,  has  the  Legislature  the  constitutional  power  to  command 
any  portion  of  the  people  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  and  advan- 
tages which  that  excellent  system  profi'ers  to  them  ?  Unless  the  words, 
"may  be  taught,"  in  the  first  section  of  the  seventh  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution, are  used  in  an  imperative  sense — and  they  do  not  appear  to  be — it 
would  seem  that  the  matter  of  attending  or  not  attending  school  was  lefc 
by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to  the  option  of  parents,  who  are  sup- 
posed to  have  by  nature  so  deep  and  abiding  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
their  children,  as  to  prompt  them  to  exercise  their  parental  authority  so  vig- 
orously as  to  cause  their  children  to  reap  the  full  benefits  of  such  school 
system  as  might  be  provided.  If  so,  I  can  not  see  how  any  but  persuasive 
means  and  motives  of  interest  can  be  resorted  to  for  securing  regular  attend- 
ance, until  the  organic  law  be  amended — until  the  people  so  decree.  Even 
if  attendance  were  thus  made  compulsory,  many  would  still  go  to  school 
very  reluctantly,  not  so  much  to  comply  with  the  real  intent  and  spirit,  as 
with  the  mere  letter  of  the  law.     Those  who  cannot,  or  who  will  not,  appreci- 
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ate  the  great  benefits  of  education,  would  not  be  likely  to  become  devoted  to 
the  acquisition  of  knowledge  by  the  compulsory  process. 

CompariHon. — I  will  now  attempt  to  institute  a  comparison  between  the 
present  condition  of  the  schools  in  this  county  and  the  one  that  existed  at 
the  commencement  of  my  official  duties,  which  was  in  the  fall  of  1856,  or  the 
last  year  of  first  term  of  the  county  superintendency. 

There  are  now  9,  then  there  were  4"!  uncomfortable  log  houses  ;  now  201^ 
then  154  frame  ;  now  3,  then  2  brick.  The  brick  one  built  during  the  last 
ten  years,  is  two  stories  high  and  adapted  to  a  graded  school  of  four  depart- 
ments  ;  the  frame  ones  built,  during  that  period,  are  generally  more  substan- 
tial and  comfortable  than  those  previously  built,  still  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  ceilings  of  some  of  them  are  too  low ;  there  is  now  a  much  larger 
extent  of  black-board  surface  than  there  was  ;  nearly  a  hundred  more  school 
rooms  are  now  furnished  with  out-line  maps  than  were  then ;  in  most  of 
them  the  furnitaire  is  more  suitable  than  it  used  to  be,  and  in  some  of  the 
older  houses  it  has  been  improved  by  altering  and  remodeling. 

Nearly  all  the  teachers,  when  I  commenced  examining  them,  were  defi- 
cient in  the  knowledge  of  the  elementary  sounds  of  the  letters,  and  had  no 
conception  of  its  essential  use  in  all  vocal  exercises;  their  knowledge  of  the 
rudimental  principles  of  the  various  branches  was  by  no  means  accurate, 
but  now  the  instances  of  such  deficiency  are  exceptional ;  their  methods  of 
conducting  class  exercises  and  imparting  instruction  are  more  systematic 
and  precise  than  they  were  ;  their  government  of  the  schools  is  generally 
better  than  it  was  ;  the  pupils  are  less  disposed,  except  in  a  few  localities, 
to  rebel  against  the  teacher's  authority  than  formerly ;  whispering,  that 
vexatious  vice  of  the  school  room,  is  far  less  prevalent ;  mental  arithmetic, 
which  was  then  taught  in  hardly  any  of  the  schools,  is  now  taught  in  nearly 
all ;  geography  and  grammar  are  now  taught  in  a  considerably  larger  num- 
ber of  schools  than  formerly,  yet  those  studying  these  branches  are  less 
numerous  than  is  desirable  ;  in  short,  the  general  aspect  of  educational  mat- 
ters is  brighter,  more  encouraging  that  it  was. 

These  favorable  changes  are,  in  a  great  measure,  due  to  the  efforts  of 
Teachers  to  improve  themselves  by  resorting  to  the  best  schools  within  their 
reach,  by  studying  professional  works  on  teaching,  reading  educational 
journals,  attending  institutes  and  thus  deriving  something  practical  and 
useful  from  those  who  conducted  them,  and  from  one  another,  by  their 
being  subjected  to  searching,  instructive  examinations  and  official  supervi- 
sion, and  by  improvements  in  school  houses  and  furniture. 

The  hindrances  in  the  way  of  greater  progress  are  the  shortness  of  the 
school  term  in  nearly  all  the  districts,  and  the  want  of  other  inducements  to 
make  teaching  a  more  permanent  business  than  it  is  ;  the  too  great  lack  of 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  parents  in  securing  the  punctual  and  regular  at- 
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tendance  of  their  children ;  the  want  of  unanimity  or  the  existence  of  fac- 
tions, in  some  localities,  which  causes  those  of  one  faction  to  oppose  teach- 
ers whom  the  other  faction  see  fit  to  sustain  ;  the  want  of  apparatus  and, 
in  some  instances,  of  more  capacious  school  rooms  ;  the  non-grading  of  some 
large  miscellaneous  schools  that  ought  to  be  graded,  and  the  too  precarious 
supply  of  thoroughly  qualified  teachers.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  people  to 
remove  all  these  hindrances;  the  law  is  very  accommodating  in  this  respect; 
if  they  will  it,  they  can  have  all  their  educational  wants  supplied. 

My  grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  to  those  who  were  pleased  to  ex- 
tend to  me  gentle  courtesy  and  generous  hospitality  while  on  my  tours  of 
official  duty. 
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School  Houses. — There  were  six  new  houses  built.  One  in  South  Beaver, 
one  in  North  Sewickly,  two  in  Independence,  one  in  Glasgow  and  one  in 
Neel's  independent  district.  The  first  two  are  stone,  the  last  four  frame. 
They  are  all  first  class  houses,  being  large,  commodious  and  furnished  with 
suitable  desks  and  ample  black-board  surface.  The  sites  selected  for  the 
two  in  Independence,  are  entirely  unfit,  there  being  barely  room  to  set  the 
houses,  without  leaving  any  suitable  play  ground.  It  certainly  would  be 
better  to  have  the  school  house  half  a  mile  from  the  centre,  and  have  a 
healthy,  pleasant  location,  with  suitable  ground  for  play  and  exercise.  It  is 
not  enough  that  the  house  be  constructed  so  as  to  be  healthy,  comfortable 
and  convenient;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  suitable  grounds  for  ex- 
ercise are  indispensable.  While  it  is  true  that  the  mental  faculties  grow 
and  strengthen  by  study,  it  is  not  less  true  that  the  proper  and  healthy  de- 
velopment of  the  physical  powers,  requires  favorable  opportunities  for  ex- 
ercise. 

The  school  directors  of  Independence  deserve  special  notice  for  the  good 
houses  erected,  and  for  their  persevering  energy  during  the  last  three  years. 
This  district,  in  point  of  wealth  and  improvement,  is  below  many  others  in 
the  county  ;  and  yet  its  houses,  five  of  which  were  built  within  the  last  two 
years,  are  excelled  only  by  those  of  Brighton  district,  the  best  in  the  coun- 
ty. It  is  time  that  Hanover,  Green,  Raccoon,  Economy,  North  Sewickly 
and  Chippewa  would  wake  up. 

The  Darlington  academy,  in  the  borough  of  Darlington,  was  leased  for  a 
term  of  20  years,  and  refitted  and  refurnished  for  the  common  school. 

School  Grounds. — These  remain  about  the  same  as  last  reported.  There 
is  not  one  house,  in  any  rural  district,  inclosed,  and  play  ground  improved. 
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I  cannot  understand  why  it  is  that  parents,  generally,  are  so  particular  about 
Improriug  the  grounds  around  their  residences,  by  inclosing,  planting  shade 
and  ornamental  trees,  &c. ,  but  do  not  display  the  same  taste  and  love  of 
the  beautiful  around  their  school  houses.  The  influence  for  good  arising 
from  suitably  improved  and  ornamented  school  grounds,  would  be  very 
great.  Our  surroundings  have  a  great  deal  to  do  in  forming  our  tastes, 
habits,  and  in  making  moral  impressions.  But  aside  from  this,  there  is  an 
attractiveness  presented  by  the  well  improved  school  ground,  that  makes  it 
B  place  that  pupils  will  love  to  frequent.  They  are  not  insensible  to  objects 
of  beauty  and  admiration,  and  the  more  we  labor  to  make  the  school  house 
and  its  surroundings  pleasant,  healthful  and  attractive,  the  more  may  we 
expect  them  to  love  their  school  and  delight  in  its  exercises. 

School  directors,  in  building  new  houses,  should  not  consider  the  vtrork 
completed  until  they  are  inclosed  by  a  neat,  substantial  fence,  the  grounds 
improved  and  shade  trees  planted. 

Schools — All  the  schools  were  opened,  except  one  in  Hookstown  ;  and 
were  generally  taught  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  parents  and  school  offi- 
cers. A  very  marked  improvement  was  to  be  seen  in  many  of  them  in  re- 
gard to  order,  progress  and  classification;  while  some  of  them  fell  short  in 
these  things. 

The  employment  of  inexperienced  teachers,  in  the  private  schools,  during 
the  summer,  injured  the  classification,  destroyed  order  and  retarded  pro- 
gress in  some  of  the  schools.  It  is  recommended  that  the  law  be  more 
strictly  complied  with  in  future.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  many  of  the 
school  boards  positively  refuse  to  give  the  houses  to  unlicensed  teachers, 
for  private  schools. 

It  is  the  custom  in  some  districts  to  divide  the  term  into  fall  and  winter 
schools ;  and  the  fall  term  is  often  taught  by  one  who  does  not  intend  to 
teach  the  winter  school,  and  consequently  a  new  teacher  must  be  employed. 
As  a  general  thing,  the  fall  school  is  two  and  a  half  months,  and  the  winter 
term  three  months.  Thus  it  will  be  evident  to  any  one,  when  a  new  teacher 
is  employed  for  each  term,  that  we  cannot  expect  as  good  progress  as  when 
one  teacher  is  employed  for  the  entire  term. 

Irregular  attendance  was  one  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  progress. 
This  existed  to  the  greatest  extent  in  the  country  schoels.  Such  irregulari- 
ty as  was  found  in  many  schools,  should  not  be  tolerated.  Such  delinquents 
not  only  stand  in  the  way  of  their  own  improvement,  but  they  seriously 
affect  the  progress  of  others,  and  discourage  the  teacher.  Justice  to  all  par- 
ties demands  that  such  pupils  should  be  compelled  to  attend  regularly,  or 
give  satisfactory  reasons  for  absence. 

The  Bible  was  read  in  all  the  schools,  and  moral  instruction  was  given  by 
a  majority  of  the  teachers. 
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Teachers. — As  usual,  these  were  scarce,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
the  schools  could  be  filled.  Seventy- one  males  and  ninety-seven  females 
were  employed  during  the  winter  term.  Of  these,  forty-four  had  no  previous 
experience;  eighty-two  had  taught  less  than  one  year;  ten  had  attended 
Normal  schools ;  one  hundred  and  nineteen  had  read  professional  books  ; 
one  hundred  and  thirty  gave  general  satisfaction ;  thirty-one  medium,  and 
there  were  seven  failures.  The  number  of  young  and  inexperienced  teachers 
was  greater  than  formerly  reported  ;  yet  their  success  was  better  than  anti- 
cipated. The  efforts  made  by  them,  generally  exceeded  that  of  some  of  the 
more  experienced  teachers,  which  accounts  for  their  success.  It  is  not  the 
possession  of  literary  and  natural  qualifications  alone  that  constitutes  the 
successful  teacher,  but  the  disposition  to  use  these  faithfully  and  skillfully, 
an  entire  consecration  to  the  work  and  a  determination  to  succeed.  They 
may  be  divided  into  three  classes  with  regard  to  efficiency  : 

1st.  Those  who,  from  a  love  of  the  calling,  a  desire  to  do  good  and  pro- 
mote the  highest  interests  of  the  rising  generation,  have  resolved  to  make 
teaching  their  business.  These  deserve  the  highest  encomiums  of  praise, 
and  the  most  liberal  support  from  the  people. 

2d.  Those  who  are  not  teaching  from  choice,  but  necessity  ;  on  whom  the 
hours  hang  heavily  and  whose  report  shows  only  fifty  per  cent,  of  an  aver,age 
attendance;  and  are  heard  complaining  about  the  lack  of  interest  and  habit? 
of  idleness  in  their  schools.  It  is  well  for  the  cause  that  their  stay  with  us  is 
but  temporary. 

3d.  Those  who  are  young  and  inexperienced,  merely  experimenters. 
They  have  only  a  limited  knowledge  of  the  branches  to  be  taught,  know 
but  little  of  human  nature,  have  never  attended  a  Normal  school,  have  reati 
no  works  on  teaching  and  are  only  fit  to  be  taught  themselves.  It  is  as- 
tonishing that  so  many  of  the  latter  class  are  allowed  to  take  charge  oi 
schools  ;  but  it  will  be  so  just  as  long  as  well  qualified  teachers  are  obliged 
to  abandon  the  business  for  a  more  remunerative  employment.  Parents 
surely  are  not  awake  to  their  true  interests,  when  they  prefer  sending  their 
children  to  such  teachers,  rather  than  pay  good  salaries  and  secure  efficiem 
teachers.  We  are  sometimes  inclined  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  men,  when 
they  talk  to  us  about  the  inestimable  value  of  a  good  education,  and  theu 
see  them  adopt  a  course  subversive  of  its  best  interests  and  highest  aims. 

The  experience  and  statistics  of  the  past  show  that  there  is  a  continual 
draft  upon  the  teachers'  ranks  from  other  avocations ;  and  when  we  have 
no  surplus  teachers,  we  are  obliged  to  license  some  who  are  unfit  to  teach, 
or  leave  the  schools  vacant. 

Examiinations — These  were  conducted  as  formerly,  and  were  frequently 
attended  by  parents  and  others.  School  directors  did  not  attend  as  many 
of  these  meetings  as  they  should  have  done.  It  is  not  only  necessary  that 
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thej  should  hear  their  teachers  examined,  but  they  should  be  present  tc- 
confer  with  the  superintendent  in  regard  to  these  teachers  and  schools,  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  will  secure  the  welfare  of  both.  Without  their  co- 
operation much  of  the  labors  of  the  county  superintendent  will,  be  lost. 

Private  examinations  were  positively  refused,  unless  the  applicant  was 
sick,  or  necessarily  absent  from  home  at  the  time  of  holding  the  public  ex- 
aminations. With  a  view  to  raising  the  standard  of  qualifications,  by  ex- 
cluding incompetent  teachers,  many  were  refused  certificates,  and  others 
discouraged  from  making  application. 

The  public  examinations  were  held  in  September  and  October,  and  in  such 
districts  in  the  spring  as  desired  to  open  private  schools.  •  Since  this  plan 
was  adopted,  there  were  not  so  many  teaching  private  schools  without  cer- 
tificates. 

Frofessional  Reading. — The  disposition  of  teachers  to  read  works  on 
teaching  is  improving  very  much.  There  was  more  professional  reading 
since  last  report,  than  in  the  two  previous  years.  The  inquiry  is  continu- 
ally being  made  for  good  works  on  teaching,  and  when  obtained,  an  effort 
is  made  to  practice  their  teachings. 

Visitations. — Two  hundred  and  seventeen  visits  were  made,  averaging 
two  hours  each.  All  the  schools  were  visited,  except  four,  which  had  not 
opened  or  were  suspended  when  the  other  schools  in  the  district  were  visit- 
ed. School  directors  and  citizens  frequently  accompanied  me.  In  a  major- 
ity of  schools,  the  district  registers  did  not  show  as  many  visits  from  school 
directors  and  parents  as  they  should  have  done,  while  in  some,  the  visits 
v.-ere  frequent.  One  register  showed  twenty  visits  from  citizens  during  the 
term.  Where  the  schools  were  most  interesting  and  prosperous,  the  visits 
were  generally  most  frequent. 

1  did  not  often  allow  the  teacher  to  deviate  from  his  regular  programme 
of  exercises.  After  spending  sufficient  time  in  this  way  to  see  the  order 
and  classification  of  the  school,  and  learn  the  teacher's  ability  to  govern  and 
impart  instruction,  special  classes  were  sometimes  called.  After  the  ex- 
amination of  the  school,  and  taking  the  required  statistical  notes,  such  sug- 
gestions were  made  to  the  teacher  as  were  deemed  necessary,  which  were 
always  well  received. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  what  length  of  time  should  be  spent  in  each  school. 
This  depends  entirely  upon  the  condition  of  the  school,  which  can  only  be 
known  when  making  the  visit.  If  the  school  is  not  well  organized  and  in 
good  working  order,  the  visit  may  be  prolonged  to  advantage ;  but  when  the 
teacher  understands  his  business  and  is  teaching  efficiently  and  successfully, 
less  time  may  be  spent.  In  such  schools,  the  highest  aims  and  expectations 
of  school  officers  have  been  gained ;  and  after  words  of  approval  and  en- 
couragement, the  visit  may  end.     If  it  were  possible  to  make  a  visit  of  an 


BEAVER  COUNTY.  51 

hour  near  tlie  opening  of  the  school,  and  one  of  one  an  a  half  hours  before 
the'  closing  of  the  term,  it  doubtless  would  result  in  greater  benefit  to  the 
schools,  and  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  superintendent,  than  when  but  one 
visit  of  half  a  day  is  made  ;  but  the  shortness  of  the  term  and  the  distance 
the  schools  are  apart,  render  it  impracticable. 

Five  educational  meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  and 
I  delivered  addresses  to  the  people,  designed  to  awaken  a  deeper  idterest  in 
education,  and  create  a  more  enlightened  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  the 
demands  of  public  schools.  These  meeting  were  well  attended,  and  a  good 
degree  of  interest  manifested.  At  some  of  them  the  schools  gave  us  a  plea- 
sant entertainment  with  vocal  music,  which  added  to  the  interest  of  the 
meetings. 

County  Institute. — The  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was  held 
at  Rochester,  in  October,  and'  continued  in  session  4  days.  The  attendance 
of  teachers  was  not  large,  but  respectable.  The  element  was  there  that  is 
always  sure  to  make  an  institute  interesting  and  profitable,  that  is,  the 
working,  energetic,  professional  teachers.  There  were  a  great  many  teach- 
ers absent,  who  needed  the  instructions  of  that  institute,  and  who  could  not 
give  satisfactory  reasons  for  their  absence.  It  could  not  be  because  it  was 
expensive,  for  previous  notice  was  given  that  a  free  entertainment  would 
be  extended  to  members  of  the  institute,  by  the  citizens;  and  it  was  done  in 
the  most  satisfactory  manner,  through  the  influence  of  the  school  directors 
of  the  borough.  Delinquent  teachers  must  remember  that  we  will  endeavor 
to  make  it  disreputable  for  them  to  stay  away  from  the  county  institute,  es- 
pecially when  they  get  free  entertainment. 

Prof  R.  T.  Taylor,  of  the  Beaver  Female  seminary;  Prof.  E.  C.  M'Clin- 
tock,  of  the  North  Western  Normal  school,  at  Edinboro',  and  Dr.  J.  C. 
Jackson  were  present  and  contributed  largely,  by  their  influence,  instruc- 
tions and  addresses,  to  the  success  of  the  institute.  Reverends  J.  D.  Glenn, 
W.  Gr.  Taylor,  D.  P.  Lowry  and  J.  G.  Wood  were  present,  and  gave  us  as- 
surances that  we  would  have  their  hearty  co-operation,  in  their  labors  with 
their  respective  charges,  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education. 

Remarks. — In  taking  a  retrospect  of  the  past  year,  we  are  encouraged  to 
be  hopeful  of  the  future.  Public  sentiment  is  more  favorable  to  universal 
education  than  at  any  former  period.  Our  statistical  report  shows  a  large 
increase  on  the  amount  paid  for  private  schools  last  year,  besides  there 
were  four  good  select  schools  supported  at  different  points  in  the  county. 
These,  together  with  Prof.  Taylor's  Female  seminary  and  the  Beaver  acade- 
my, at  the  county  seat,  and  the  Union  schools  of  New  Brighton,  Rochester, 
Beaver,  Bridgewater,  Freedom  and  others,  are  valuable  auxiliaries  in  pre- 
paring teachers.  Their  benign  influence  is  also  doing  much  to  dispel  the 
clouds  of  ignorance  and  prejudice  that  have  gathered  around  us. 
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It  is  encoura^ng  to  know  that  the  unerring  teachings  of  the  past,  and 
the  principles  of  moral  philosophy,  furnish  the  most  conclusive  evidence, 
that  false  theories  and  erroneous  practices  must  all  yield  before  the  edu- 
cated intellect  and  the  enlightened  conscience.  It  is  ours  "  to  labor  and  to 
wait."  As  "truth  is  mighty  and  will  prevail,"  because  the  eternal  years 
of  God  are  hers,  so  these  improvements  and  reforms  in  educational  de- 
partments, for  which  we  are  laboring,  must  ere  long  rise  triumphantly 
above  all  that  ephemeral  train  of  impediments  and  obstructions,  in  the  way 
of  progress,  and  we  should  know  that  the  proximity  of  that  time,  and  the 
achievement  of  such  noble  ends,  will  be  in  proportion  to  our  earnestness, 
energy  and  persevering  labors  in  the  cause  which  we  have  espoused.  Who 
then  should  be  discouraged  because  he  cannot  get  all  the  improvements,  and 
progress  as  fast  as  he  desires  ?  If  we  cannot  get  all  for  which  we  ask,  let 
us  receive  what  is  granted  us,  and  make  such  good  use  of  it  that  we  will 
be  strengthened  for  our  next  aggressive  movement.  And  thus  one  evil  after 
another  will  give  way  before  indubitable  energy  and  perseverance,  until 
the  claims  of  the  teacher  have  been  acknowledged,  the  common  schools  ele- 
vated, and  no  one  will  be  considered  fit  to  discharge  his  duty  as  a  parent, 
citizen  or  christian,  without  a  thorough  education. 

My  grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  officers  of  the  Department 
of  Common  Schools,  for  their  promptness  in  the  transaction  of  official  busi- 
ness ;  to  teachers,  for  the  courtesy  extended  to  me  on  all  occasions,  and  to 
parents  and  school  directors,  for  their  co-operation  and  kind  hospitalities. 
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The  war  has  been  a  trying  ordeal  to  the  school  system  every  where.  It 
was  especially  severe  in  this  county,  and  in  others  similarly  circumstanced. 
I  spoke  of  this  subject,  at  length,  in  my  last  report,  and  to  it  the  reader  is 
referred.  I  shall  only  add,  here,  that  no  considerable  progress  could  be  rea- 
sonably expected.  Little  more  could  be  looked  for  than  that  the  schools 
should  not  retrograde.  Thus  much,  I  think,  has  been  accomplished;  and  in 
a  few  particulars  substantial  progress  has  been  made.  During  the  last  three 
years  nearly  all  the  schools  have  been  supplied  with  Cornell's  out-line  maps; 
and  I  have  reason  to  think  that,  before  the  opening  of  the  next  term,  all 
will  be  supplied,  except  those  in  Liberty,  where  they  have  a  heavy  bounty 
debt.  About  sixty  have  also  been  supplied  with  Osgood's  Primary  cards 
and  Ellsworth's  Penmanship  charts.  Many  good  houses  have  been  erected, 
and  others  have  been  repaired  and  re-furnished.     Opposition  is  less  bold 
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and  open.  Few  now  have  the  hardihood  to  declare  themselves  openly  op- 
posed to  the  system.  Most  of  those  who  are,  at  heart,  opposed  to  it,  and 
would  willingly  wreck  the  hopes  of  the  rising  generation  to  save  a  few  dol- 
lars for  their  own  pockets,  no  longer  venture  to  come  out  openly;  but  they 
attack  it  covertly,  under  the  plea  that  it  is  badly  managed,  or  some  other  pre- 
text equally  flimsy.  Three  years  ago  the  convention  of  directors  had  diffi- 
culty in  fixing  the  salary  of  the  county  superintendent  as  high  as  five 
hundred  dollars.  One  year  after  it  was  doubled,  and  the  last  convention, 
with  a  full  attendance,  and  in  a  test  vote  by  yeas  and  nays,  without  discus- 
sion, again  fixed  at  one  thousand  dollars  by  a  good  majority.  The  support 
of  the  County  Normal  school  has  been  liberal  and  steadily  increasing.  At 
the  last  session  one  hundred  and  forty  students  attended,  of  whom  about 
^ghty  taught  during  the  past  winter.  Oak  Shade  school,  in  St.  Clair  town- 
ship, conducted  by  Miss  E.  P.  Blackburn;  Fletchersville  school,  in  Monroe 
township,  conducted  by  Prof.  W.  R.  Vaughan ;  Bloody  Run  school,  con- 
ducted by  Prof.  J.  C.  Long,  and  the  Allegheny  Male  and  Female  seminary, 
at  Rainsburg,  conducted  by  Prof  J.  W.  Hughes,  have  all  been  ably  taught 
and  liberally  supported.  The  communities  in  which  they  are  located,  and 
the  public  generally,  are  indebted  to  them  for  better  scholars  and  more  skil- 
ful teachers.  The  last  named  institution  is  the  only  permanent  academy  to. 
the  county,  and  it  deserves  and  is  steadily  gaining  a  liberal  support. 

There  are,  however,  natural  and  insurmountable  reasons  why  our  school 
progress  can  never  be  rapid.  Our  population  is  too  sparse,  and  our  wealth 
too  limited.  We  have,  it  is  true,  reached  a  point  in  these  respects  at  which 
common  schools  are  possible,  but  they  are  at  the  same  time,  and  for  many 
years  must  continue  to  be,  very  burdensome.  In  order  to  have  a  four 
months'  term  of  poor  schools,  we  must  bear  a  rate  of  taxation  twice  as  great 
as  will  support  good  schools  for  a  term  twice  as  long  in  the  richer  counties. 
The  School  Journal,  commenting  on  Senator  Householder's  bill  to  equalize 
school  taxation,  and  endeavoring  to  deprive  the  poorer  counties  of  the  small 
measure  of  justice  therein  proposed,  urges  as  an  argument  against  the  bill, 
that  the  rich  sections  of  the  State  would  not  bear  such  increased  taxation. 
If  this  be  true,  and  the  Journal  ought  to  know,  it  may  well  be  doubted 
whether  our  rates  of  taxation,  if  imposed  in  the  rich  counties,  would  not 
break  down  the  school  system  in  a  single  year.  These  thoughts  are  sug- 
gested, not  as  reflections  on  individuals  or  localities,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
repelling  the  charge,  so  often  and  so  flippantly  made,  that  counties  like  this 
lack  educational  spiri,t  and  enterprize.  I  shall,  however,  most  cheerfully 
admit  that  we  have  not  done  all  that  we  should,  that  we  have  not  brought 
our  schools  up  to  anything  near  such  a  measure  of  perfection  as  even  our 
limited  means  would  justify.  Evils  that  could  easily  by  removed,  are  suf- 
fered to  remain.     Remedies  that  cost' but  little,  have  not  been  applied. 
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These  evils,  in  my  judgment,  arise  mainly  in  three  ways,  and  may  be  traced 
to  three  general  causes  : 

I.  The  school  laws  are  not  strictly  administered. 

II.  Parents  withhold  their  co-operation. 

III.  Teachers  are  young,  inexperienced  and  deficient  in  scholarship. 

I.  The  school  laws  are  not  strictly  administered.  In  many  districts  some  of 
the  most  important  provisions  are  a  dead  letter.  The  system  itself  is  blamed, 
when  a  mal- administration  of  the  system  is  really  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble. 
Where  the  school  laws  are  strictly  carried  out,  the  schools  are  best  and  most 
popular.  This  rule  is  invariable,  and  the  surest  way  to  get  rid  of  most  of 
the  evils  complained  of  is  to  enforce  the  laws.  Directors  and  citizens  may 
rest  assured,  that  unless  this  is  done,  progress  is  impossible.  It  is  the  start- 
ing point,  and  they  should  begin  at  the  beginning. 

The  law  requiring  directors  to  decide  upon  text-books  is  clear,  explicit 
and  imperative.  It  enjoins  a  duty  upon  school  directors  and  tells  them 
where  and  how  to  discharge  it.  This  duty  they  are  as  much  bound  to  dis- 
charge, as  they  are  to  levy  tax,  build  houses  or  employ  teachers.  And  yet 
this  law  was,  until  last  winter,  treated  as  a  nullity  in  every  district  except 
three.  It  is  true  that  in  most  districts,  directors  resolved  upon  a  series  of 
books,  but  they  never  compelled  the  adopted  series  to  be  used.  This  neglect 
of  duty  produced  evils  of  the  gravest  character,  the  most  important  of  which 
may  be  arranged  under  four  heads. 

1.  When  all  kinds  of  books  are  used,  store-keepers  are  unable  to  tell  what 
kinds  to  buy.  Hence  some  of  them  refuse  to  keep  school  books  at  all. 
Others  buy  the  wrong  kinds,  and  thus  add  to  the  confusion  already  exist- 
ing. For  these  reasons  pupils,  in  many  localities,  have  been  compelled  to 
do  without  the  necessary  books  during  a  whole  term.  When  the  books  re- 
quired are  not  in  the  neighborhood,  nor  in  the  county,  they  are  not  likely 
to  be  procured  from  a  greater  distance.  Establish  uniformity  of  books,  and 
dealers  will  know  what  kinds  to  buy,  and  customers  can  always  be  suited. 

2.  The  use  of  all  kinds  of  books  is  expensive.  It  is  a  standing  complaint 
that  "  every  year  new  books  must  be  bought."  The  complaint  is  just,  and 
it  arises  in  this  way.  Every  teacher  prefers  some  particular  books.  When 
he  enters  a  school  and  finds  no  particular  kind,  he  very  naturally  induces 
as  many  of  his  pupils  as  he  can  to  get  the  kind  he  prefers.  This  is  re- 
peated year  after  year.  Books  still  unsoiled  are  laid  aside,  and  others 
that  suit  the  whim  of  the  new  teacher  are  procured.  Establish  uniformity 
and  there  will  be  an  end  of  this. 

3.  The  use  of  all  kinds  of  books  makes  unskilful  teachers.  It  is  a  feet 
that  teachers  teach  best  from  the  books  with  which  they  are  most  familiar. 
It  is  also  a  fact,  that  even  our  best  teachers  are  not  familiar  with  all  the 
multitude  of  books  that  scriblers  have  inflicted  upon  the  community.    Hence 
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when  all  kinds  of  books  are  used,  some  of  them  will  be  strange  to  the  teach- 
ers, and  they  cannot  on  that  account  do  as  good  work  as  they  could  if  they 
had  books  whose  pages  they  had  studied  and  whose  difficulties  they  had 
mastered. 

4.  The  use  of  all  kinds  of  books  renders  classification  impossible.  It  is 
not  unusual  to  find  three  or  four  books,  on  the  same  subject,  by  different  au- 
thors, in  the  hands  of  as  many  pupils,  of  equal  scholarship,  in  the  same  school. 
Of  course  they  cannot  be  classified.  They  must  be  heard  separately;  and 
in  this  way  an  hour  is  often  consumed  in  doing  what  could  be  better  done 
in  twenty  minutes  if  all  had  the  same  books,  and  could  be  put  into  the  same 
classes. 

5.  Neglect  to  enforce  this  clause  of  the  school  laws  has  operated  injuri- 
ously on  the  teaching  of  penmanship.  The  materials  used  are  generally  of 
the  most  wretched  quality.  The  pens  are  the  commonest  and  cheapest. 
The  paper  is  rough  and  flimsy.  The  inks  are  the  most  villainous  compounds. 
An  accomplished  penman  or  an  ordinary  business  man  would  throw  such 
materials  aside  in  disgust,  and  declare  he  could  not  write  with  them.  But 
little  boys  and  girls  are  expected  to  use  them  without  difficulty.  Besides 
this,  the  teachers  write  the  copies.  But  very  few  of  them  are  able  to  write 
a  copy  that  is  a  fit  model  for  a  child. to  imitate.  And  this,  I  think,  must  be 
so  at  all  times  and  in  every  community.  Few  can  ever  learn  to  write  a 
perfect  copy,  except  those  who  make  penmanship  a  specialty.  But  there 
is  another  and  still  graver  difficulty.  Most  schools  change  teachers  every 
year,  and  inasmuch  as  no  two  write  alike,  each  breaks  up  and  destroys  the 
style  of  writing  formed  by  his  predecessor.  Hence  pupils  never  form  any 
fixed  and  permanent  hand.  The  consequence  of  all  this  can  be  briefly  sum- 
med up.  Very  few  pupils  in  the  common  schools  ever  learn  to  write  what 
may  be  called  a  good  or  even  legible  hand.  The  remedies  are  simple,  cheap 
and  effectual.  Let  directors  decide  upon  some  system  of  penmanship,  and 
permit  the  use  of  no  other. 

It  is  also  clearly  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  school  laws  that  directors 
shall  prescribe  the  course  of  study  to  be  pursued  in  the  schools;  that  is,  that 
they  shall  determine  what  branches  the  pupils  shall  pursue,  and  when  they 
shall  begin  them.  This  is  always  done  in  the  union  and  graded  schools  of 
towns  and  cities,  and  it  is  necessary  to  their  very  existence.  In  our  un- 
graded country  schools,  where  this  is  equally  important,  it  is  seldom  done. 
Parents  prescribe  the  studies,  or  pupils  select  them,  and  take  only  such  as 
they  fancy  they  will  like.  The  result  is,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
regular  course  of  study,  no  system  or  regularity.  One  pupil  studies  one 
branch,  another  studies  a  different  branch.  In  one  school  all  study  men- 
tal arithmetic;  in  another  they  all  neglect  it,  and  so  with  the  other 
branches.     It  will  be  admitted,  I  think,  as  a  general  rule,  that  pupils  who 
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read  in  the  3rd,  4th  and  5th  readers,  should  study  at  the  same  time 
mental  arithmetic,  written  arithmetic  and  geography,  and  that  the  older 
and  more  advanced  of  them  should  also  study  grammar.  This  certainly  is 
not  asking  too  much,  but  it  is  asking  far  more  than  we  find.  The  following 
statement  of  ten  schools  is  a  fair  illustration  of  the  whole  county  in  this  re- 
spect : 
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One  hundred  schools  were  accurately  noted  in  this  respect,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result: 

Number  reading  in  3tb,  4th  and  5th  readers,  1,271;  studying  mental 
arithmetic,  811;  studying  written  arithmetic,  735;  studying  geography, 
398  ;  studying  grammar,  167.  The  numbers  should  have  been  about  as  fol- 
lows :  Mental  arithmetic,  1,500 ;  written  arithmetic,  1,200 ;  geography, 
1,500  ;  grammar,  500.  These  statements  seem  to  me  to  disclose  a  most 
lamentable  condition  of  things.  The  excuses  given  by  parents  and  pupils, 
and  sometimes  by  teachers,  are  that  "the  higher  branches  are  of  no  use," 
or  that  "  if  pupils  study  so  many  branches,  they  will  make  no  progress  in 
any."  To  answer  an  objection  like  the  first,  is  to  waste  words.  It  is  found- 
ed in  ignorance  and  prejudice,  too  deep  to  be  reached  by  argument.  I  will, 
however,  suggest,  that  all  the  common  school  branches  do  not  perform  the 
same  office  in  mental  culture.  Different  branches  call  into  exercise,  and 
consequently  strengthen  and  develop  different  faculties ;  and  all  the  branches 
are  necessary  to  the  harmonious  development  of  all  the  faculties.  Besides 
this,  and  aside  from  the  value  of  thorough  mental  culture,  the  practical  ad- 
vantages of  the  diiTerent  branches  are  about  the  same. 

The  second  objection  is  more  plausible,  but  equally  unfounded.  It  c»n 
be  answered  on  sound  theoretical  principles,  but  experience  answers  it  so 
conclusively  as  to  make  this  unnecessary.     Pupils,  who  at  the  proper  time 
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take  up  and  study  all  the  branches,  are  most  proficient  in  each  and  every 
one  of  them ;  and  pupils  who  study  a  few  branches,  and  neglect  the  rest, 
are  most  deficient  even  in  the  few  branches  they  study.  Individual  excep- 
tions there  may  be  ;  but  the  rule  I  have  stated  is  so  uniform  and  general, 
that  it  may  be  verified  in  every  school  and  in  every  district. 

No  section  of  the  school  laws  is  more  wisely  framed,  or  more  important, 
than  the  one  requiring  directors  to  visit  schools  monthly,  nor  is  any  section 
more  generally  disregarded.  Only  four  districts  have  ever  fully  complied 
with  it,  and  the  contrast  between  them  and  the  others  is  most  striking. 
Space  will  not  permit  me  to  discuss  this  topic  at  length.  I  shall  therefore 
only  add  that  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  our  schools,  in  country  dis- 
tricts, can  never  prosper  as  they  should  until  they  are  regularly  visited  as 
the  law  requires. 

They  shall  publish  an  annual  statement  of  the  moneys  received  and  ex- 
pended, and  the  amounts  due  from  collectors,  and  setting  forth  the  financial 
condition  of  the  district,  in  not  less  than  ten  written  or  printed"  handbills,  to 
be  put  up  in  the  most  public  places  in  the  district.  New  School  Laws,  p. 
89,  90. 

So  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  duty  imposed  by  the  above  section  has  never 
been  discharged  in  a  single  instance.  Its  performance  would  accomplish 
most  valuable  results.  It  would  lead  secretaries  to  keep  their  accounts 
more  carefully,  and  enable  tax-payers  to  see  what  is  done  with  their  money. 
It  would  close  the  lips  of  grumblers,  and  establish  public  confidence  in  the 
financial  management  of  the  system.  All  these  results  are  desirable,  and 
in  some  districts  they  are  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the  schools. 

I  have  thus  noticed  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  school  laws  that  have 
been  most  generally  disregarded,  and  pointed  out  a  few  of  the  resulting 
evils.  For  all  this  there  is,  in  my  judgment,  but  one  remedy  that  is  suffi- 
ciently comprehensive,  to  wit : 

Reduce  the  number  of  school  directors  to  three,  make  them  svjorn  officers, 
and  pay  them,  for  their  services. 

II.  Parents  withhold  their  co-operation. 

This  manifests  itself  mainly  in  four  ways  : 

1.  They  rarely  visit  the  schools,  and  consequently  know  what  is  going 
on  there  only  by  hearsay.  If  they  would  manifest  their  sympathy  and  in- 
terest by  an  occasional  visit,  much  good  would  result.  Teachers  would 
teach  more  earnestly  and  pupils  would  study  more  diligently.  Both  need 
to  feel  that  others  are  interested  in  their  work,  and  are  watching  their  pro- 
gress. Both  need  encouragement,  and  if  parents  withhold  it,  they  should 
not  complain  if  they  loose  by  their  neglect. 

2.  They  condemn  the  teacher  on  slight  grounds.  Idle  gossip.or  exagger- 
ated statements  of  children  are  sufficient.     They  express  their  condemna- 
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tion  in  their  families  and  in  public.     Children  hear  it  and  lose  all  confi- 
dence in  their  teacher. 

3.  They  send  their  children  to  school  without  the  necessary  books.  Three 
or  four  members  of  the  same  family  often  have  only  one  book  on  the  same 
branch  among  them.  In  nearly  every  school  there  are  some  who  depend 
entirely  upon  borrowing. 

4.  They  do  not  send  their  children  to  school  steadily.  This  is  the  great 
overshadowing  evil  of  the  system,  compared  with  which  all  others  sink  into 
insignificance.  The  average  attendance  is  hardly  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
number.  Houses  are  erected,  and  teachers  employed  for  all,  and  the  expense 
is  the  same  whether  all  attend  or  not.  If  only  two-thirds  attend,  there  Is 
a  clear  waste  of  one-third  of  all  the  money  the  schools  cost.  This,  in  the 
State,  amounts  to  more  than  a  million,  and  in  the  county  to  more  than 
seven  thousand  dollars  annually.  Such  facts  seem  to  me  to  threaten  the 
very  existence  of  the  system.  But  there  are  far  worse  features.  The  evil 
cannot  be  measured  in  dollars  and  cents.  What  the  schools  lose  in  interest 
and  progress,  and  what  the  community  loses  in  intelligence,  can  never  be 
paid  for  in  money.  The  different  branches  follow  a  logical  order  in  their 
development,  and  in  this  order  they  should  be  studied.  If  they  are  not,  iik- 
terest  flags  and  progress  is  slow.  Each  step  is  necessary  to  a  proper  un- 
derstanding of  the  next,  and  should  be  mastered  in  its  order.  It  will  not 
do  to  omit  a  part  here  and  there.  We  neither  feel  interested  in,  nor  under- 
stand even  the  most  absorbing  book,  if  we  read  it  in  fragments,  a  page  here, 
and  a  page  there.  And  yet  this  is  precisely  what  most  of  our  pupils  do  in 
their  studies.  There  is  corn  to  husk,  pigs  to  kill  or  grain  to  thrash,  and 
they  cannot  therefore  begin  when  the  term  opens.  The  diagonal  line  of  the 
syllable  "  ad,"  on  the  first  month's  reports,  tells  the  whole  story.  A  half 
dozen  pupils  come  in  the  first  day.  A  few  come  in  daily  thereafter,  but 
the  whole  school  are  seldom  in  until  the  middle  of  the  term.  Of  course 
those  who  begin  late  must  start  in  the  middle  of  the  subject,  or  wherever 
the  class  they  enter  happens  to  be.  The  result  is,  they  neither  feel  interest 
nor  make  progress.  And  the  case  of  those  who  begin  when  the  term  opens, 
but  are  frequently  away,  is  similar.  They  must  skip  the  parts  gone  over 
by  their  class  during  their  absence.  When  they  return  they  find  them- 
selves on  strange  ground.  They  have  lost  the  connection,  the  "  logical 
order  "  of  the  subject.  They  no  longer  see  their  way  clear,  and  they  lose 
their  interest.  I  am  aware  that  the  School  Department  has  made  attendance 
one  of  the  testa  of  the  teacher's  skill,  and  thus  said,  by  implication,  at  least, 
that  he  is  responsible  for  whatever  there  may  be  of  irregularity.  1  have 
watched  this  matter  closely,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  a  mistake. 
Schools  and  J"amilies  have  habits,  in  this  respect,  that  have  grown  chronic. 
Whether  in  the  habit  of  attending  regularly,  or  irregularly,  they  usually 
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continue  to  do  so  whether  the  teacher  is  good  or  bad.  Bad  school  houses, 
stormy  weather,  uncomfortable  furniture,  cold,  sickness  and  unskilful  teach- 
ers, all,  undoubtedly,  have  a  tendency  to  cause  irregular  attendance ;  but 
parents  have  a  hundred-fold  more  to  do  with  it  than  all  of  these  combined. 
A  day's  work,  or  some  trifling  errand,  is  considered  more  important  than  a 
day's  schooling.  This  is  the  plain  truth,  and  explains  the  whole  matter. 
Nor  is  this  confined  to  any  class.  It  is  true  of  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor. 
Whilst  this  is  the  case,  the  schools  can  never  prosper.  The  best  teachers 
cannot  awaken  interest  nor  make  progress.  The  complaint,  so  often  heard, 
that  particular  pupils  make  no  progress,  is  nearly  always  explained  by  re- 
ferring to  the  record  of  attendance.  Opposite  their  names,  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  the  lines  are  speckled  with  absent  marks.  I  have  examined  the 
records  of  more  than  five  thousand,  and  have  almost  invariably  found  it  as 
I  have  stated. 

Ill,  Teachers  are  young,  inexperienced  and  deficient  in  scholarship. 

For  full  particulars  on  this  topic  the  reader  is  referred  to  my  former  re- 
ports, and  to  the  statistical  statement  accompanying  this  report.  Many,  it 
is  admitted,  are  young  and  incompetent.  The  war  took  away  most  of  cur 
male  teachers,  and  we  were  obliged  to  supply  their  places  mainly  with  mere 
boys  and  girls.  Nearly  the  entire  corps  has  changed  within  four  years. 
Only  about  thirty  of  the  old  corps  remains.  Under  such  circumstances  the 
public  had  no  right  to  expect  as  skilful  teaching  as  formerly.  Some  who 
tried  to  succeed  have  failed.  Others  have  neglected  their  duties  and  de- 
served the  bad  success  they  met.  Upon  the  whole,  the  teaching  has  been 
as  good  as  could  reasonably  be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  A  few 
years  will  give  us  a  more  skilful  corps  of  teachers.  Those  that  we  have 
need  only  age  and  experience.  The  great  fundamental  evils  of  the  system 
are,  in  my  judgment,  those  first  mentioned.  If  directors  will  carry  out  the 
laws  strictly,  and  if  parents  co-operate  by  visiting  the  schools,  upholding 
the  teachers,  supplying  their  children  with  books  and  sending  them  to  school 
regularly,  nearly  every  other  difficulty  will  disappear.  A  competent  sup- 
ply of  teachers  can  then  be  procured.  Hold  out  a  sufficient  inducement, 
and  the  article  you  want  is  sure  to  be  in  the  market. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  pleasure  in  expressing  my  thanks  to  citizens  and 
directors,  for  the  uniform  kindness  I  have  received  at  their  hands. 
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BERKS  COUNTY— John  S.  Eementrout. 

School  Houses. — But  two  new  houses  were  built  during  the  past  year. 
We  need  at  least  thirty  new  ones  to  accommodate  our  rapidly  increasing 
population.  In  praise  of  directors,  it  must  be  said  that  they  are  disposed 
to  supply  this  want  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will  allow.  There  are  yet 
to  be  found  too  many  ill-ventilated  and  badly  located  houses.  In  some  in- 
stances pains  seem  to  have  been  taken  to  select  the  worst  site ;  while  in 
others,  the  selfishness  of  men,  which  leads  them  to  refuse  to  sell  land  for 
school  purposes,  has  thwarted  the  good  intentions  of  controllers. 

Furniture. — We  are  tired  of  repeating  the  old  story  about  benches  with 
backs  too  high  or  too  low,  and  desks  unsuitable  for  writing.  It  must  be 
added,  however,  that,  when  new  buildings  are  erected,  a  commendable  de- 
gree of  attention  is  paid  to  decency  and  propriety  of  furniture.  After  old 
father  Time  shall  have  crumbled  to  ruins  the  buildings  put  up  in  the  tinies 
when  the  school  system  was  more  or  less  unpopular,  we  shall  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing,  in  their  places,  commodious  edifices  and  inviting  sur- 
roundings. 

Ajjparatus. — In  a  few  schools  may  be  found  globes,  numeral  frames, 
charts,  &c.;  in  more,  out-line  maps  ;  and  in  nearly  all,  sufficient  black-board. 
Iq  many  instances,  what  directors  neglect  to  supply,  is  furnished  by  the 
ingenuity  and  tact  of  a  wide  awake  teacher.  Indeed,  we  have  always  found 
that  a  live  instructor  succeeds  in  surrounding  himself  with  the  necessary 
apparatus.  When  properly  approached,  the  people  themselves  are  willing, 
by  private  subscription,  to  purchase  whatever  may  be  necessary  for  pur- 
poses of  illustration  and  instruction. 

Teachtrs. — These  may  be  divided  into  three  classes ;  First,  the  well- 
qualified  and  experienced,  who  not  only  know  what  they  teach  but  also 
how  to  teach.  Those  only  who,  in  the  order  of  Providence,  have  a  vocation 
or  a  true  calling  to  their  profession,  and  who  have  not  failed  to  co-operate 
with  that  order,  belong  to  this  class.  The  number  of  such  would  be  equal 
to  every  demand,  if  the  length  of  the  term,  and  the  salary,  were  such  as  to 
induce  them  to  devote  their  lives  to  the  work  of  teaching.  In  the  absence 
of  these,  we  despair  of  ever  filling  our  school  houses  with  the  right  men, 
and  are  forced  to  be  content  with  men  of  the 

Second  class,  who  merely  use  the  school  house  as  a  stepping  stone  to  some 
other  position  in  life.  We  do  not  deny  that  the  services  of  such  are  of 
value,  but  they  cannot  be  compared  with  men  who  work  not  for  an  end 
outside  of  the  profession  of  teaching,  but  for  the  love  of  the  thing,  and  out 
of  a  pure  desire  to  do  God's  will,  in  fulfilling  their  vocation.  Or  we  must  put 
up  with  men  of 
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Third  class,  who  are  not  fit  to  be  in  a  school  house,  and  whose  only  aim 
is  to  put  in  time  daring  the  winter  for  money's  sake. 

In  this  respect,  in  our  county,  the  case  stands  thus  :  At  the  expiration  of 
every  six  years — as  it  would  seem — the  older  and  more  experienced,  finding 
they  cannot  support  themselves  and  families,  either  migrate  to  counties 
which  pay  better,  or  seek  employment  in  some  other  occupation.  These 
are  succeeded  by  young,  raw  beginners,  who,  after  having  gone  through  the 
same  process,  follow  the  example  of  their  predecessors.  So  the  matter 
goes  on  ;  ever  learning,  and  never  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 
During  the  past  year  our  public  examinations  were  not  as  numerously 
attended  as  in  years  gone  by,  311  were  examined  in  townships  ;  of  these 
fifty  were  rejected.  We  were  not  able  to  dispense  with  private  examina- 
tions. To  mention  the  names  of  teachers  who  belonged  to  any  of  the  classes 
above  mentioned,  would  be  indelicate  and  out  of  place.  We  content  our- 
selves with  saying  that  we  had  a  fair  proportion  of  all  of  them. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  people  of  this  county  are  proverbially  religious. 
In  our  schools,  generally,  devotional  exercises  obtained,  except  when  they 
interfered  with  conscientious  scruples.  The  Lord's  Prayer,  Apostles'  Creed, 
and  Testament,  are  familiar  to  most  of  our  children.  Asa  matter  of  course, 
it  sometimes  happens  that  these  become  mere  dead,  lifeless  forms,  because 
the  teacher  is  not  a  man  of  the  right  spirit.  It  cannot  be  denied,  however, 
that,  in  most  cases,  they  were  interesting  and  beneficial. 

Visitations. — Did  the  best  we  could,  and  could  not  have  done  better  had 
we  tried.  In  a  county  with  475  schools,  and  an  average  term  of  five  months, 
it  is  impossible  to  visit  oftener  than  once,  and  remain  longer  than  an  hour. 
And  yet  some  people  may  be  found  who  expect  a  superintendent  to  stay  a 
whole  day  in  each  school  and  come  once  a  month  ! 

Public  Sentiment. — Partly  indifi"erent,  and  partly  hostile  ; — but  generally 
favorable.  We  are  satisfied  that  if  the  school  system  were  allowed  fair 
play,  under  the  influence  of  good  teachers,  with  good  salaries  and  a  proper 
term,  the  people  everywhere  would  soon  evince  in  its  behalf  the  most  cor- 
dial friendship.  The  piost  favorable  sign  we  have  to  report  is  the  establish- 
ment of  the 

Keystone  Normal  School,  in  Maxatawny  township,  Berks  county,  which  is 
designed  to  be  the  State  school  for  the  counties  of  Berks,  Schuylkill  and 
Lehigh.  On  the  17th  September,  1865,  the  corner  stone  was  laid  by  the 
present  county  superintendent,  and  on  the  13th  and  14'th  September,  1866, 
the  proper  authorities  will  meet  within  its  walls  with  a  view  to  its  recog- 
nition. 

From  it  we  expect  good  things  for  this  section  of  our  State,  and  hope  the 
future  will  realize  the  expectations  its  founders  now  entertain. 
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Houses. — One  new  house  was  erected  in  Allegheny,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$1,000.  In  consequence  of  heavy  taxation,  for  war  purposes,  building  hae 
been  much  nepjlected  or  delayed.  More  interest,  however,  is  now  manifest- 
ed, and  contracts  have  already  been  made  for  several  new  houses.  Of  the 
number  reported  unfit  for  use,  Antis  has  1 ;  Blair  1 ;  Catharine  1 ;  Franks* 
town  1;  Freedom  2;  Greenfield?;  Huston  2;  Juniata  1;  Logan  2;  Sny- 
der 2  ;  Taylor  3  ;  Woodbury  2  ;  N.  Woodbury  1. 

In  Blair  the  number  of  houses  might,  with  advantage,  be  reduced  to  5, 
in  Frankstown  to  10,  in  Taylor  to  8  or  9,  and  in  N.  Woodbury  to  6  or  7. 
Some  of  the  schools  in  these  districts  only  average  about  15  pupils. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — Excepting  the  new  house,  supplied  with 
good  furniture,  and  the  one  in  Woodbury,  supplied  with  objectionable  fur- 
niture, there  has  been  no  change.  Nearly  all  of  the  houses  reported  unfit, 
and  some  others  not  so  reported,  have  furniture  highly  injurious.  For  the 
health,  comfort  and  convenience  of  pupils,  a  reform  in  the  plans  for  build- 
ing, and  in  the  arrangement  of  furniture,  cannot  come  too  soon. 

Schools. — At  Tipton,  Loudonsville,  Frankstown  and  several  other  places 
graded  schools  are  much  needed.  The  advantages  of  these  schools  are  so 
great  that  they  should  be  established  wherever  possible.  It  is  still  main- 
tained that  the  school  term  should  in  no  case  be  less  than  six  months.  In 
a  number  of  districts,  where  the  schools  are  open  but  four  or  five  months, 
much  money  is  squandered  in  sustaining  private  schools,  that  are,  in  many 
cases,  worse  than  useless.  If  the  most  faithful  and  efficient  teachers,  em- 
ployed during  the  regular  term,  were  always  successful  in  obtaining  the 
private  schools,  then  there  would  be  less  objection.  But  this  does  not 
always  happen.  In  these  schools  are  often  found  persons  of  the  poorest 
qualifications,  or  no  qualifications  at  all,  who  never  intend  to  make  teach- 
ing a  business,  and  who  would  never  think  of  running  the  risk  of  an  exami- 
nation. Directors  are  much  to  blame  for  granting  the  use  of  school  houses 
to  such  persons.  In  a  few  districts,  where  private  schools  are  sometimes 
necessary,  the  directors  invariably  demand  the  certificate  before  granting  a 
house — ^just  as  they  do  when  making  regular  appointments.  In  justice  to 
faithful  teachers,  and  to  the  people,  this  course  is  recommended. 

Our  schools  should  be  made  more  desirable.  Houses  should  be  so  com- 
fortable, grounds  so  extensive,  furniture  so  convenient,  and  salary  so  liberal, 
as  to  invite  competition.  Directors,  instead  of  seeking  teachers  for  the 
schools,  should  endeavor  to  make  the  schools  so  desirable  as  to  be  sought  by 
the  teachers.  If  schools  and  their  surroundings  were  thus  made  pleasant, 
then  there  would  be  little  trouble  in  securing  the  services  of  competent 
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teachers;  resignations,  so  much  complained  of  lately,  wonld  seldom  occur, 
and  truancy  and  dislike  for  school  would  give  parents  but  little  trouble. 

Examinations. — By  holding  a  regularly  advertised  examination  in  each 
district,  together  with  four  special  examinations,  it  was  supposed  that  no- 
private  examinations  would  be  necessary.  But  after  all,  the  applicants  for 
private  examination  became  so  numerous,  that  all  my  time  on  Saturdays, 
for  months,  was  occupied  in  examining  them.  It  is  seldom  that  a  progres- 
sive and  competent  teacher  asks  this  favor  ;  but  there  are  so  many  faithless 
and  disaffected  persons  who  do,  that  it  seems  as  though  nothing  short  of 
total  prohibition  will  remedy  the  evil.  The  attention  of  directors  is  earnest- 
ly called  to  the  impropriety  of  granting  such  persons  written  requests.  Ex- 
aminations were  well  attended  by  directors  and  others  The  scarcity  of 
teachers  and  other  circumstances  led  me  to  exercise  much  leniency  at  the 
examinations.  Such  a  course  is  not  now  necessary,  and  more  rigid  exami- 
nations may  hereafter  be  expected.  All  the  numbers  on  the  certificate, 
without  fractions,  were  used. 

Teachers. — It  is  somewhat  singular  ihat  all  of  those  who  failed,  were 
males.  Two  failed  in  government,  although  well  qualified  in  the  branches 
to  be  taught ;  two  were  unqualified  for  the  schools  to  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed, and  one  seemed  entirely  unsuited  to  the  business.  With  the  same 
age,  experience,  qualifications  and  advantages  females  succeed  as  well  as 
males.  It,  therefore,  seems  to  me  that  when  employing  teachers,  the  ques- 
tion should  not  be  whether  the  applicant  is  a  male  or  female,  but  whether 
he  or  she  is  well  qualified  to  teach.  There  is  still  too  much  encouragement 
given  to  quite  young  persons,  without  experience  and  without  the  neces- 
sary preparation. 

Visitations. — There  is  still  great  irregularity  in  opening  the  schools,  and 
some  are  found  closed  at  a  very  improper  time.  Notwithstanding  these  hind- 
rances, more  than  the  usual  number  of  visits  were  made — 264  in  all.  Direc- 
tors, now  less  engaged  in  the  bounty  business,  have  given  more  attention 
to  this  very  important  duty.  Whenever  possible,  I  make  it  an  object  to 
visit  each  school  twice.  This,  however,  cannot  quite  be  accomplished,  so 
long  as  we  have  schools  that  are  open  but  four  months. 

District  Institutes. — These  were  established  in  four  districts  and  were 
quite  successful.  Directors  generally  are  willing  to  grant  the  time  for  at- 
tending, if  all  the  teachers  desire  it,  and  manifest  a  due  degree  of  interest  in 
progress  and  improvement. 

Other  Agencies. — In  May,  of  last  year,  a  Normal  school  was  organized  at 
Martinsburg ;  but  owing  to  adverse  circumstances,  did  not  accomplish  all 
that  was  expected.  However,  of  the  forty  students  in  attendance,  about 
twenty  were  teachers.  Late  in  August  a  High  school  and  Normal  institute 
was  opened  at  the  same  place  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Schwartz,  A.  M.     This  school 
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is  kept  open  regularly  during  the  school  year,  and  is  conducted  with  marked 
ability  and  success. 

Irregular  Attendance. — Although  this  is  a  serious  hindrance  to  the  suc- 
cess of  our  schools,  still  it  is  not  believed  that  attendance  should  be  made 
compulsory.  Where  so  many  of  our  houses  are  like  prisons,  and  where 
there  are  so  few  employments  in  and  about  school,  calculated  to  cheer  and 
gladden  the  heart,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  a  few  pupils  who  are  tardy 
and  irregular  in  attendance.  If  all  our  schools  were  in  such  a  condition 
that  the  physical,  intellectual  and  moral  powers  might  all  be  cultivated,  then 
it  is  believed  that  truancy  and  dislike  for  school  would  become  almost  un- 
known. 

Remarks. — Having  served,  as  county  superintendent,  less  than  two  years, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  speak  with  certainty  of  the  condition  of  the  schools 
three  years  ago.  However,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  there  has  been 
no  retrogression.  To  maintain  our  former  standing,  under  the  difficulties 
we  had  to  encounter,  was  perhaps  all  that  could  be  expected.  Although 
our  schools,  in  many  respects,  are  better  than  those  of  adjoining  counties, 
still  there  is  much  room  for  improvement.  Our  greatest  wants  now  are 
better  houses  and  furniture,  better  teachers,  a  longer  term  in  a  number  of 
districts,  more  liberal  salaries  to  competent  teachers,  and  more  interest 
among  the  people  in  the  cause  of  education.  Nearly  all  the  directors  now 
in  office  are  progressive  and  liberal-minded  men.  Sustained  by  an  intelligent 
people,  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  future  progress  and  prosperity. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY— Otis  J.  Chubbuck. 

School  HoxLses. — Those  unfit  for  use  are  being  re-placed  by  new  ones  as 
rapidly  as  may  reasonably  be  expected.  Most  of  the  twelve  erected  this 
year  are  substantial  frame  buildings,  conveniently  arranged,  internally,  but 
in  most  cases  the  necessary  out-houses  are  wanting,  the  lots  are  too  small, 
and  too  little  regard  is  paid  to  their  proper  location. 

Furniture  and  Apparatics. — In  a  majority  of  our  school  houses  the  seats 
and  desks  are  made  too  high  for  the  pupils  who  use  them  ;  the  desks  are 
too  far  from  the  seats,  rendering  them  inconvenient  and  uncomfortable,  if 
not  decidedly  injurious.  More  black-board  surface  is  needed  inmost  of  the 
school  rooms,  and  much  that  is  in  use  needs  thorough  renovation.  I  regret 
to  have  to  say,  we  yet  have  some  teachers  who  make  little  use  of  black- 
boards. It  is  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  some  will  consent  to  teach  term 
after  term,  in  rooms  so  poorly  supplied  with  this  indispensable  article,  when 
a  little  effort  in  the  right  direction  would  supply  the  deficiency.     Clocks  are 
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found  in  about  one-fourth  of  our  schools,  generally  the  property  of  the 
teacher.  One  school  was  supplied  with  a  twelve  inch  magnetic  globe, 
cube  root  blocks,  arithmetical  solids,  &c.,  with  the  proceeds  of  a  school  ex- 
hibition, a  small  admittance  fee  being  charged. 

Schools. — The  average  length  of  the  school  terms  slightly  exceeds  that 
of  last  year,  and  still  longer  terms  have  been  determined  on  for  the  coming 
year. 

The  attendance  of  older  pupils  has  been  better  than  during  the  two  years 
preceding.  A  considerable  number  of  returned  soldiers  availed  themselves 
of  the  privilege  of  attending  during  the  winter  term. 

Our  schools  are  too  small.  It  is  not  an  unusual  thing  to  find  those  in 
summer  numbering  from  seven  to  fifteen  pupils.  Such  are  generally  un- 
profitable. They  lack  interest,  and  the  relative  expense  in  maintaining 
them  is  large,  necessitating  the  employment  of  "  cheap  teachers,  "  and  the 
general  result  is  poor  schools,  high  taxes  and  complaining  tax-payers. 

There  are  now  thirty-four  more  schools  than  there  were  ten  years  ago, 
while  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  is  1,135  less.  On  an  average  they  were 
none  too  large  then.  Were  the  number  reduced  to  the  former  figure,  it 
would  result  in  a  saving  of  an  annual  expenditure  of  about  $6,000,  with  no 
injury  to  the  schools.  Directors  and  people  are  urged  to  resist  pressure  in 
the  direction  of  sub-division  of  districts.  Better  by  far  consolidate  so  as  to 
employ  no  more  teachers  than  are  really  needed,  and  where  a  number  of 
pupils  can  be  brought  together,  sufficient  to  require  the  labor  of  two  or 
more  teachers,  let  the  principle  of  the  division  of  labor  be  applied,  by 
grading  the  schools.  This  is  true  economy,  and  safe  practice.  It  is  a 
pernicious  idea  that  every  man  must  have  a  school  within  a  mile  of  his  resi- 
dence. Those  pupils  who  walk  from  one  to  two  miles  to  school  are  fre- 
quently  more  prompt  and  regular  in  theii  attendance  than  those  who  reside 
much  nearer.  An  occasional  buffeting  of  storms  and  contest  with  difficul- 
ties, give  a  desirable  energy  and  force  of  character,  and  seldom  if  ever  result 
in  half  the  injury  suffered  from  sitting  on  improperly  constructed  seats,  or 
occupying  badly  ventilated  school  rooms. 

Special  efforts  have  been  made  to  increase  the  interest  in  orthography, 
reading  and  writing.  These  branches  are  taught  less  successfully  than 
others,  and  are  too  apt  to  be  treated  as  unimportant. 

The  tendency  to  simply  memorize  the  words  of  the  text-book,  and  make 
the  work  of  the  school  room  partake  of  the  nature  of  a  dull,  formal,  routine 
of  exercises,  without  awakening  that  life  and  activity  of  thought  essential 
to  successful  development,  is  observed  to  exist  to  a  considerable  extent. — 
One  of  the  causes  of  this  is  the  want,  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  of  the 
true  spirit  of  the  student, — a  thirst  for  knowledge,  and  love  of  its  acquisi,- 
tlon,  without  which  he  cannot  awaken  these  feelings  in  others. 
5  School  Rep. 
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Private  Schools. — A  few  only  are  open  during  the  public  school  termsv 
Those  open  during  vacations  of  the  public  schools,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
qualifying  teachers,  or  affording  opportunities  for  advanced  education,  are 
not  regarded  in  any  sense  injurious  to  the  common  schools. 

But  where  private  schools  are  sustained  by  wealthy  or  aristocratic  persons, 
they,  by  withdrawing  their  countenance  and  supportfrom  the  common  schools, 
make  them  assume  the  character  and  odium  of  pauper  schools ;  the  results 
are  pernicious.  The  real  causes  are,  however,  found  to  exist  in  the  mis- 
management and  inefficiency  of  the  public  schools,  resulting  from  the  pre- 
valence of  principles  and  feelings  inimical  to  the  doctrines  of  the  founders 
of  our  government. 

It  is  not  deemed  advisable,  or  even  desirable,  to  bring  private  schools 
under  the  control  of  the  officers  of  the  school  system,  any  farther  than  it 
can  be  done  by  the  merits  of  the  system,  by  wholesome  competition. — 
Monopoly  is  only  one  form  of  tyranny.  The  common  school  system  must 
stand  upon  its  merits.  Opportunity  for  competition  is  rather  to  be  desired 
than  otherwise.  Should  public  opinion  descend  so  low,  as  to  refuse  to 
sustain  a  system  of  education,  it  would  be  too  low  to  sustain  the  cause. 
While  sustaining  schools  at  public  expense,  because  a  public  necessity,  I 
would  leave  the  citizen  free  to  send  his  children  to  others  if  he  choose. 
The  government,  in  assuming  to  sustain  a  system  of  education  by  common 
schools,  becomes  in  duty  bound  to  require  that  those  who  assume  the  im- 
portant duty  of  controlling  those  schools,  perform  their  duties  faithfully^ 
that  they  may  be  made  worthy  the  support  and  patronage  of  all. 

Attendance. — The  attendance,  as  ascertained  from  the  district  reports, 
now  nearly  all  in,  is  8/5  per  cent,  better  than  it  was  last  year,  or  six  per 
cent,  better  than  the  average  throughout  the  State. 

There  is  yet  a  wide  margin  for  improvement.  The  importance  of  making 
available  all  our  school  privileges,  cannot  be  too  fully  appreciated  ;  yet,  it 
is  to  be  presumed,  there  will  always  be  some  who  will  almost  if  not  wholly 
disregard  them.  For  such  I  would  urge  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing 
proper  authorities  to  take  cognizance  of  cases  where  children  of  proper  age 
and  capacity  are  being  brought  up  without  the  privilege  of  a  common 
school  education,  or  under  such  vicious  influences  and  training  as  will  make 
them  pests  in  community.  So  much  at  least  is  due  for  their  good,  and  the 
good  of  society. 

Teachers. — In  the  number  of  males  employed  there  is  an  increase  of 
over  fifty  per  cent.  Little  change  is  noticeable  in  their  general  success. 
Most  of  the  failures  are  attributed  to  want  of  government ;  generally  accom- 
panied, however,  with  the  lack  of  ability  to  awaken  proper  interest  in  studies. 
As  a  class,  they  succeed  quite  as  well  as  could  be  expected,  when  their 
jouth,  inexperience  and  want  of  special  preparation  is  considered. 
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Onr  great  need  is  well-trained  teachers,  with  prospect  of  permanent, 
remunerative  employment.  Of  the  number  applying  for  certificates,  one 
half  had  read  works  on  teaching  ;  199  never  taught;  263  had  within  the 
year  preceding  attended  one  or  more  county  institutes  or  associations  ;  83 
had  taught  one  term  ;  57,  two  terms  ;  38,  three  terms  ;  32,  four  terms  ;  24, 
five  terms  ;  23,  six  terms  ;  19,  seven  terms  ;  6,  eight  terms  ;  8,  nine  terms  ; 
6,  ten  terms  ;  36,  from  ten  to  twenty,  and  4,  twenty  or  more  terms,  of  three 
months  each. 

Examinations. — Forty-seven  public,  and  eight  private  examinations  were 
held ;  whole  number  of  directors  in  attendance,  102.  The  standard  of  quali- 
fications was  slightly  advanced.  It  was  thought  the  schools  could  be  sup- 
plied with  teachers  of  better  grade.  Some  difficulty  was,  however,  experi- 
emced  in  supplying  them,  more  as  the  result  of  unwillingness  to  pay  the 
salaries  demanded  and  neglect  to  secure  them  early,  than  real  scarcity. 

Visitations. — Three  hundred  and  fifteen  visits  were  paid  to  schools.  In 
forty-five  of  these  I  was  accompanied  by  one  or  more  directors,  and  would 
probably  have  been  in  more,  had  I  occupied  the  time  necessary  in  finding 
them. 

In  some  eight  districts  the  schools  were  visited  more  or  less  by  the  sec- 
retary, as  district  superintendent.  Where  the  schools  are  visited  frequently, 
the  teacher  and  pupils  are  found  working  more  faithfully  Too  many  seem 
to  think  visiting  schools  is  useless,  because  they  see  no  direct  pecuniary 
benefit  resulting  therefrom.  They  ignore  the  truth,  that  education  is  an 
inner  work,  prompted  to  a  great  extent  by  motives  from  without. 

Educational  Agencies. — The  meetings  of  our  county  association  were 
well  attended  County  institutes,  of  five  days  each,  were  held  at  Sheshe- 
quln,  Le  Raysville,  Leona,  Canton  and  Spring  Hill.  The  attendance  |i 
these  was  little  larger  than  at  those  held  the  two  years  preceding. 

Prof.  Allen,  of  Mansfield  Normal  School,  rendered  us  valuable  aid  at 
Leona,  and  State  Superintendent,  Hon.  C.  R.  Coburn  assisted  us  one  day 
8t  Canton.  Our  Normal  School  at  Mansfield  is  in  a  most  flourishing  con- 
dition, and  is  doing  its  work  well. 

About  fifty  from  this  county  have  attended  some  portion  of  the  year,  and 
it  is  hoped  many  more  will  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages  the  coming 
year. 

The  Collegiate  Institute,  at  Towanda,  is  also  doing  much  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause  of  education.  Academies,  select  schools,  and  educa- 
tional meetings,  contribute  to  the  sum  of  our  educational  progress. 

Moral  Instruction. — Its  importance  is  becoming  more  fully  appreciated. 
Most  of  our  teachers  inculcate  good  morals,  both  by  precept  and  example. 

Obstacles  to  the  successful  tvorking  of  the  sysiem  — There  are  yet  some, 
and  directors  too,  who  would  gladly  seethe  school  system  wiped  from  exist- 
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ence,  bat  the  number  is  believed  to  be  on  the  decrease.  Apathy  and  indiSTer- 
ence  are  more  dangerous  than  agitation  and  open  opposition.  The  people 
of  this  county  are  almost  unanimous  in  favor  of  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of  directors  to  three,  and  paying  them  for  their  services.  Requiring  men 
to  spend  time  and  means  without  pay — assume  grave  responsibilities — and 
exercise  important  delegated  powers,  without  any  of  the  ordinary  securities 
and  safe-guards,  is  deemed  unjust  to  them,  as  well  as  to  those  for  whose 
good  they  are  expected  to  act.  This  sense  of  iajustiee  induces  neglect  of 
duty,  and  is  often  plead  in  justification  thereof. 

Diverse  interests  in  school  boards,  particularly  in  the  employment  of 
teachers,  and  fixing  salaries,  operate  iujuriously,  and  generally  result  in 
uniform  salaries,  without  any  regard  to  the  qualifications  of  the  teacher, 
kind  or  amount  of  labor  to  be  performed.  In  some  districts  boards  meet 
but  two  or  three  times  a  year;  each  member  employs  teachers  for  the  schoofe 
in  his  vicinity,  often  the  first  person  found  who  will  teach  for  the  salary 
determined  on  by  the  board  months  in  advance ;  the  officers  of  the  board 
kaowing  not  even  the  names  of  the  teachers  till  their  terms  have  quite  or 
nearly  expired.  Thus,  by  ignorance  of  the  law,  or  carelessness  of  a  membefy 
the  board  is  involved  in  trouble  by  the  employment  of  unsuitable  persons, 
or  those  not  having  valid  certificates.  Such  are  exceptional  cases,  but  they 
occur  quite  too  often.  It  is  not  presumed  that  the  desired  change  in  the 
law  would  obviate  all  these  difficulties,  but  it  would  remove  the  ground  on 
which  their  existence  is  seemingly  justified,  and  satisfy  a  reasonable  demand 
of  the  public.  No  change  that  may  be  effected  in  any  of  the  features  of 
the  system,  increasing  its  efficiency,  will  ever  satisfy  those  whose  sympathies 
are  not  in  harmony  with  its  grand  object. 
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School  Houses. — Whole  number  232  ;  frame,  21  ;  brick,  24  ;  stone,  186  • 
log,  1  ;  unfit  for  use,  68  ;  having  no  out-houses,  11  ;  with  sufficient  grounds, 
64. ;  grounds  suitably  improved,  28 ;  well  ventilated,  191  ;  suitable  furni- 
ture, 1 12  ;  insufficient  furniture,  12  ;  injurious  furniture,  116  ;  supplied  with 
new  furniture  during  the  year,  7 ;  houses  built  during  the  year,  5.  The 
new  houses  were  built  in  the  following  districts  ;  Durham,  1  ;  Nockamixon, 
1  ;  Springfield,  1 ;  Tinicum,  2.  They  are  all  built  of  stone,.except  the  one 
in  Nockamixon,  which  is  built  of  brick.  The  houses  just  erected  are  larger, 
more  conv^enieut,  and  much  more  substantial  structures  than  those  formerly 
erected  in  the  same  districts,  and  are  all  great  improvements.  More  pain& 
are  also  taken  in  selecting  sites  for  new  houses  than  formerly.    Larger  and 
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more  suitable  grounds  are  ciiosen.  Some  houses  that  are  classed  as  unfit 
for  use,  were  condemned  on  account  of  their  size  and  inconvenience  ;  there 
are  others  perhaps  equally  poor,  but  larger  and  more  convenient  that  were 
not  put  in  that  list. 

School  Grounds. — No  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  school  grounds 
stnce  my  last  report,  A  disposition  is,  however,  manifested  toward  im- 
provement in  future  ;  the  old  grounds  are  generally  enlarged  and  improved 
before  building  new  houses,  or  if  this  is  impracticable^  other  sites  are  selected 
that  are  better  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended,  and  in 
comparing  the  grounds  surrounding  the  houses  erected  within  the  last  ten 
years,  the  same  improvements  in  the  grounds  are  observed  that  are  mani- 
fested in  the  buildings. 

All  the  grounds  marked  as  '*  sufficient,  "  in  this  report,  contain  a  half  an 
acre  of  land  or  more.  Those  enclosed  and  planted  with  shade  trees  and 
shrubbery,  were  marked  as ' '  suitably  improved.  "  A  number  of  the  grounds 
have  wells  of  water,  with  pumps  in  them  for  the  use  of  the  schools.  A 
well  of  good  water  is  a  desirable  convenience  on  school  grounds. 

School  Farniture. — About  half  the  number  of  school  houses  in  the  coaaty 
have  the  old-fashioned  furniture  arranged  around  the  walls  of  the  rooms, 
and  as  more  pupils  can  be  huddled  into  a  small  space,  in  this  way  than  any 
other,  it  is  difficult  to  accommodate  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils  with  more 
improved  furniture  without  enlarging  the  rooms.  Most  of  the  old  houses 
are  not  susceptible  of  being  enlarged  or  improved,  hence  the  disposition  is 
not  to  put  any  more  expense  on  them  than  can  possibly  be  avoided,  but  to 
re-build  rather  than  to  re-furnish. 

School  directors  do  not  always  appear  to  manifest  the  best  judgment  in 
furnishing  new  houses.  Durability,  neatness  and  comfort  should  be  com- 
bined in  school  furniture.  The  furniture  in  every  school  room  should  be 
graded  so  as  to  accommodate  pupils  of  different  siaes. 

Apparatus. — Several  attempts  were  made  to  furnish  the  schools  with 
out- line  maps,  but  without  any  general  success.  Articles  of  school  apparatus 
were  furnished  to  some  of  the  schools,  but  to  my  knowledge,  no  schools 
were  well  supplied  in  the  year.  In  a  few  instances  the  teachers,  by  appeal- 
ing to  the  patrons  of  their  respective  schools,  succeeded  in  procuring  appa- 
ratus by  subscription.  A  number  of  schools  throughout  the  county  have 
been  supplied  in  this  way,  with  out-line  maps,  globes,  &c.  Some  teachers 
furnish  apparatus  at  their  own  expense.  The  introduction  of  larger  black- 
boards is  becoming  more  general ;  there  are  now  comparatively  few  schools 
that  are  not  supplied  with  good  sized  black-board  surface.  The  new  houses 
are  all  well  supplied. 

Graded  Schools. — The  people  of  the  county  are  fully  aware  of  the  benefits 
resulting  from  properly  graded  schools ;  such  schools  are  therefor    estab- 
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liahed  wherever  the  number  of  pupils  is  sufficiently  large  to  warrant  U. 
Where  a  probability  exists  that  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils  may  be  col- 
lected to  form  two  schools  in  a  small  compass,  at  some  future  time,  the 
houses  are  built  to  accommodate  two  graded  schools,  whenever  the  numbei 
of  pupils  shall  require  it.  Not  less  than  five  houses  are  now  ready  for  two 
graded  schools  each,  and  two  more  of  this  class  are  likely  to  be  built  the 
enbuing  year.  The  whole  number  of  graded  schools  in  the  county  is  32. 
There  is  a  fair  prospect  that  at  least  6  more  will  be  added  the  coming  year. 
TLe  school  at  Hulmeville,  in  Middlotown  district,  was  divided  and  graded 
during  the  year. 

Examinations. — In  order  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  all  private  examina- 
tions, several  general  examinations  wore  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county, 
after  all  the  district  examinations  bad  closed. 

In  12  districts  two  public  examinations  were  held  in  each  ;  in  2  districts 
three  in  each  ;  and  in  16  districts,  one  in  each  A  majority  of  the  districts 
that  have  the  schools  open  more  than  five  months,  have  the  school  term 
divided  into  summer  and  winter  sessions,  and  the  directors  are  desirous  of 
holding  an  examination  previous  to  the  opening  of  each  session.  The  dis- 
tricts having  only  five  months'  terms,  are  anxious  to  hold  their  examinations 
during  August,  while  those  having  summer  and  winter  sessions  prefer  theif 
fall  examinations  in  October,  and  their  spring  examinations  in  March.- — 
Hence,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  different  districts — and  I  have  always 
endeavored  to  do  so — I  was  obliged  to  hold  three  sets  pf  examinations  during 
each  year.  Without  allowing  much  for  waste  of  time  by  frequent  disap^ 
pointments,  alwajs  unavoidable,  in  holding  examinations,  the  examinationa 
alone  occupy  about  three  months  in  a  year. 

Visitations. — In  visiting  schools,  three  distinct  objects  were  constantly 
kept  in  view,  viz  :  1st,  to  ascertain  the  real  professional  merits  of  the 
teacher ;  2d,  to  point  out  any  defects  in  teaching  and  school  government, 
with  instructions  how  to  remedy  them  ;  3d,  to  encourage  both  teachers  ajid 
pupils  to  persevere  in  the  good  work.  211  schools  were  visited  and  an 
aTcrage  of  2  hours  and  20  minutes  devoted  to  each  visit 

Two  districts  only  have  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  granted 
them  in  the  school  law,  by  appointing  local  superintendents.  Unfortunately, 
fcff  the  good  of  the  county,  this  excellent  provision  of  the  law  is  not  fully 
appreciated  by  the  directors. 

John  G.  Spencer,  in  Falls  district,  has  done  an  excBllent  work  as  local 
superintendent.  I  attribute  much  of  the  progress,  earnestness  and  kindly 
feeling  among  the  teachers,  in  the  district,  to  the  influence  of  that  generous 
and  good  man. 

Male  and  Female  Teachers  — The  number  of  female  teachers  is  gradually 
increasiugj  and  my  impression  is  that  the  time  is  not  very  remote  when  our 
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schools  will  be  almost  exclusively  taught  by.  females.  Qenerally  speaking 
the  meager  salaries  now  offered  for  teachers,  command  a  better  class  of 
female  than  of  male  teachers.  The  success  of  female  teachers  is  well 
established  in  all  our  most  intelligent  districts,  and  a  close  comparison  of 
the  success  of  the  teachers,  of  both  sexes,  will  result  favorably  to  the  ladies. 

District  Institutes. — Nine  districts  held  institutes  during  tha  year  ;  in  some 
of  these  the  teachers  were  greatly  benefited.  A  few  of  the  districts  kept 
their  schools  open  on  alternate  Saturdays.  This  was  promptly  stopped  as 
soon  as  the  matter  was  brought  to  my  notice.  I  attended  11  meetings  of 
district  institutes. 

County  Institute. — A  coiinty  institute,  of  four  days  duration,  was  held  in 
October  ;  it  was  well  attended  by  the  teachers  of  the  county.  In  additfon 
to  the  class-drills,  lectures,  &c. ,  a  thousand  words  were  given  out  and 
gelled  by  the  teachers  and  others  in  attendance  ;  the  prize  awarded,  was 
a  series  of  Webster's  New  Dictionaries. 

Private  Schools. — The  private  schools,  of  which  there  are  a  number 
throughout  the  county,  mostly  on  a  small  scale,  and  confined  chiefly  to  the 
towns  and  boroughs,  were  well  filled.  Our  common  schools  are  well  pat- 
ronized, and  no  private  schools  appear  to  be  needed  except  for  preparing 
teachers,  or  students  for  college.  The  classical  school  at  Quakertown  ts 
now  wholly  engaged  in  teaching  soldiers'  orphans. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  return  my  most  heart-felt  thanks  to  the  school 
directors  and  teachers  of  the  county,  for  the  uniform  kindness  that  I  have 
always  received  at  their  hands. 
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Souses. — Two  frame  houses  have  been  built ;  one  in  Slippery  Rock  town- 
ship, and  the  other  in  Clearfield.  The  former  in  place  of  an  old  one,  and 
the  latter  of  one  destroyed  by  fire.  These  are  both  good  buildings — weill 
seated,  and  furnished  with  ample  black-board  surface.  Provision  has  also 
been  made  for  ventilation.  One  has  been  furnished  with  single  desks  and 
seats,  which  is  the  only  one  in  the  county.  The  seats  and  desks  in  many 
are  not  only  uncomfortable,  but  positively  injurious.  There  is  still  a  nuli>- 
ber  of  houses  quite  unfit  for  use,  some  of  which  will  be  displaced  by  nfew 
ones  during  the  next  year.  Many  of  the  houses  are  destitute  of  out-build- 
ings of  any  kind. 

Apparatus. — Out-line  maps,  solar  chaKts  and  globes,  have  been  inpx)- 
duced  into  a  large  number  of  schools,  which  is  an  evidence  of  some  progress. 
If  school  directors  will  now  require  teachers  to  use  them,  not  for  ornaments 
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for  the  walls  and  desks  of  the  school  room,  but  for  study,  the  investment 
will  be  a  good  one. 

Now  that  the  schools  are  being  supplied  with  some  apparatus,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  they  should  be  preserved  from  injury.  There  is  a  species  of 
vamdalism  iu  reference  to  school  houses,  furniture,  «&i;c.,  in  this,  as  also, 
doubtless,  in  other  regions,  that  is  disgraceful.  Houses  are  disfigured  by 
cEkricatures  ;  seats  and  desks  are  whittled  and  broken  up,  windows  demol- 
ished and  apparatus  destroyed.  Last  winter  a  whole  set  of  out-line  maps 
were  perforated  with  a  heavy  load  of  shot.  Almost  every  school  house 
bears  the  marks  of  this  vandal  spirit.  Much  of  this  work  of  destruction  is 
done  at  night  meetings  for  "  singing  and  spelling.  "  The  latter  have  become 
quite  common.  To  these  the  "  roughs  "  are  drawn  for  miles,  and  do  not 
depart  without  leaving  their  mark.  I  must  here  express  my  decided  con- 
demnation of  these  "spellings,"  as  they  are  generally  conducted,  and  all 
mght  meetings  in  school  houses,  that  are  of  a  character  to  draw  such  per- 
sons. 

Schools. No  schools  have  been  graded.     In  general  no  marked  advance 

is  visible,  but  still  there  are  evidences  of  progress  in  some  things.  In  some 
districts  better  remuneration  has  been  paid  to  teachers,  and  consequently 
increased  efforts  are  made  to  secure  well- qualified  persons.  There  cannot 
be  any  great  progress  until  the  following  two  great  wants  are  met :  1.  A 
full  supply  of  good  teachers  ;  2.  An  extension  of  the  school  term  to  at 
least  eight  months.  Four  months  are  entirely  inadequate  to  secure  progress, 
and- the  majority  of  the  schools  are  not  open  longer. 

Teachers. — As  just  remarked,  there  is  a  deficiency  of  good  teachers.  I 
da  not  think  it  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  one-half  of  the  teachers  are 
scsrlously  deficient  in  one  or  more  of  the  qualifications  necessary  to  constitute 
good  teachers. 

It  is  needless  to  repeat  the  difficulties  that  have  met  the  superintendent, 
especially  during  the  last  three  years.  The  schools  had  to  be  supplied  with 
teachers  of  some  kind,  or  be  closed.  To  take  either  horn  of  the  dilemma 
would  be  injurious.  But  one  must  be  taken.  It  was  thought  best,  upon 
the  whole,  to  take  the  former,  and  hence  certificates  were  issued  to  a  large 
mmlber  of  poorly  qualified  teachers,  in  order  that  the  schools  might  be  kept 
open,  in  the  belief  that  it  were  better  to  do  so,  even  if  nothing  more  were 
gained  than  to  prevent  a  retrogression.  As  a  considerable  number  of  old 
teachers  have  returned  from  the  army,  and  many  more  male  teachers  of  expe- 
rience can  be  obtained,  if  sufficient  remuneration  is  given,  the  pruning  knife 
should  be  freely,  and  skilfully  used  in  cutting  off  all  who  have  not  shown 
ability  and  tact. 

The  opinion  expressed  in  former  reports,  in  reference  to  female  teachers, 
has  undergone  no  change  by  the  experience  of  the  past  year.     The  number 
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of  poor  female  teachers  is  much  greater,  and  this  is  reasonable,  as  there  are 
three  times  as  many  female  teachers  employed,  and  besides  they  are  gener- 
ally younger,  and  must  labor  under  the  great  disadvantage,  in  almost  every 
district,  of  strong  and  deeply  rooted  prejudices  against  their  sex  as  teachers. 

Still  it  is  important  that  inducements  should  be  held  out  to  male  teachers 
to  enter  the  work,  so  that  whatever  is  good  in  both  may  be  secured  for  the 
interests  of  the  schools. 

Visitations. — An  honest  effort  was  made  to  visit  all  the  schools.  To  do 
so,  not  a  day  must  be  lost,  and  all  the  schools  must  be  found  open.  To 
prosecute  such  a  work  in  such  a  winter  as  the  last  one,  through  a  period  of 
four  months,  without  the  loss  of  any  time,  is  scarcely  reasonable.  Though 
requiring  a  short  rest  myself,  yet  I  would  have  worried  through,  had  not 
mercy  on  my  faithful  horse  demanded  a  week's  rest  for  him. 

In  all,  196  schools  were»visited,  being  92  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  These 
visits  were  about  1;^  hour  in  duration.  This  was  sufficiently  long  to  accom- 
plish the  chief  end  of  visitation,  which  I  conceive  to  be — 

1.  To  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  teacher's  ability  in  the  school  room,  and 
to  make  such  suggestions  as  are  required. 

2.  To  gather  statistics. 

To  know  what  a  teacher  can  do,  it  is  only  necessary  to  see  him  drill  a 
mimber  of  classes.  Two  ©r  three  exercises,  in  different  branches,  will  give, 
in  general,  a  very  good  test  of  the  teacher's  ability.  The  length  of  the 
visit  may  also  be  varied  as  it  may  be  found  necessary.  If  it  is  found  that 
the  teacher  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  his  work,  and  is  an  old  and  suc- 
cessful teacher,  a  few  words  of  cheer  and  encouragement,  both  to  the  teacher 
and  scholars,  may  be  all  that  is  needed.  On  the  subject  of  visitations  there 
are  many  and  eroneous  views  entertained,  both  by  teachers  and  parents. 
The  superintendent,  of  course,  must  come  in  for  a  large  share  of  criticism, 
in  consequence  of  these  different  sentiments,  as  he  can  be  governed  by  only 
oobe  opinion,  and  that  is  his  own. 

District  Institutes, — In  seven  districts,  institutes  were  held  with  partial 
success.  In  many  districts  the  schools  were  kept  open  on  Saturday.  As 
this  was  a  violation  of  law,  I  immediately  drew  the  attention  of  the  officers 
of  the  school  boards  to  it,  through  the  local  press.  In  some  cases  the  prae- 
tice  was  discontinued,  but  in  others  it  was  not.  Had  the  directors  reqnired 
22  days  teaching,  exclusive  of  Saturdays,  a  larger  number  of  institutes 
would  have  been  held,  as  many  teachers  would  have  preferred  attending 
institutes  to  protracting  their  school  term  nearly  two  weeks.  Had  these 
schools  not  been  open  on  Saturday,  the  superintendent  would  have  had 
that  much  longer  time  for  visiting,  and  would  have  been  able  to  see  all  the 
schools. 

County  Institute. — For  several  years  prior  to  my  entrance  upon  the  duties 
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of  office,  no  county  institute  existed.  The  first  two  years  of  my  term  were 
the  most  anxious  and  dreadful  years  of  the  rebellion.  To  undertake  an 
organization  under  such  circumstances,  and  especially  as  there  were  scarcely 
any  male  teachers,  was  thought  inadvisable.  The  next  year  the  dark 
cloud  of  war  passed  away — many  teachers  returned,  and  the  hearts  of  all 
were  glad.  This  was  felt  to  be  an  auspicious  time  to  commence.  A  con- 
vention was  called,  an  organization  effected,  and  one  meeting  of  the  insti- 
tute held  in  the  early  part  of  November.  This,  although  thinly  attended, 
succeeded  beyond  expectation,  and  it  is  believed  good  was  done. 

Retrospect — As  this  report  will  close  my  official  connection  with  the 
School  Department,  and  the  common  schools,  a  retrospect  of  the  past  three 
years  will  not  be  improper. 

The  term  just  closed  has  been  a  trying  one  to  the  cause  of  education. 
Great  progress  in  any  department  of  education  could  not  be  reasonably 
expected,  and  that  of  common  schools  suffered  the  most,  because  of  the 
heavy  demands  which  were  made  upon  its  teachers.  Drafting,  volunteering, 
raising  bounties  &c.,  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  absorbed  public  attei>- 
tion  to  such  a  degree  as  to  seriously  affect  the  interests  of  the  schools. 
Then  the  onerous  duty  of  raising  bounties  was  imposed  upon  the  school 
directors.  This  was  a  serious  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  schools.  The 
best  male  teachers  entered  the  army,  and  young  and  inexperienced  teachers 
took  their  places.  Thus  it  can  be  seen  that  the  circumstances  were  most 
unfavorable.  Whilst  there  are  but  iew  visible  marks  of  progress,  which  a 
period  of  three  years  ought  to  show,  yet  not  to  have  retrograded,  under 
such  a  state  of  national  calamity,  is  certainly  a  matter  of  encouragemeni. 

Some  progress,  however,  has  been  made.  A  larger  number  of  young 
men  and  ladies  are  attending  academies  and  high  schools  in  the  county, 
with  the  view  of  becoming  teachers.  Better  school  houses  are  being  built, 
Jind  apparatus  is  introduced  qiore  extensively.  These  undoubtedly  ape 
evidences  of  progress.  The  ensuing  term  opens  under  the  most  favorabte 
auspices  for  the  country,  and  the  cause  of  education,  and  doubtless  will 
chronicle  forward  steps  for  both,  of  the  most  gratifying  character. 

Conclusion. — I  cannot  close  this,  my  last  official  act,  without  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  obligations  to  numerous  friends  for  their  many  acts  of  kindness 
and  hospitality,  and  also  to  the  proprietors  of  the  county  papers,  for  the 
liberal  use  of  their  columns  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  schools. 
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Houses. — The  number  of  houses  built  during  the  year  is  greater  than 
that  of  the  two  former  years  next  preceding. 
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While  it  must  be  admitted  that  these  new  houses  are  much  superior  to 
many  now  in  use,  and  perhaps  above  the  average,  it  is  to  bo  regretted  that 
they  are  not  better  adapted  to  school  purposes.  In  their  construction,  three 
very  important  points  have  been  overlooked.  I  refer  to  location,  ventite,- 
tion  and  furnishing.  A  number  of  the  new  houses  have  not  sufficient  play- 
grounds, and  are  located  too  near  the  roadside. 

In  many  cases,  our  directors,  in  the  construction  of  school  houses,  seem 
to  have  ignored  the  fact,  that  air  is  essential  to  human  life  ;  and  have  made 
no  arrangements,  in  the  school  houses,  for  insuring  a  supply,  thus  leaving 
the  children  to  inhale  vitiated  atmospheres,  poisoned  by  the  exhaMione 
from  the  skins  and  lungs  of  a  large  number  of  children. 

In  the  matter  of  furniture,  there  has,  perhaps,  been  more  improvement 
in  the  new  houses  than  in  either  of  the  other  particulars  referred  to.  In 
the  furniture  of  the  old  houses,  however,  there  has  been  but  little  improve- 
ment. In  many  of  these,  the  seats  and  desks  are  entirely  too  high,  with 
no  support  for  the  backs  of  the  pupils. 

Apparatus. — There  has  been  but  few  accessions  to  the  apparatus  of  the 
schools.  A  large  number  are  supplied  with  out-line  maps,  and  a  few  have 
globes.  There  are  still  a  few  without  black-boards,  and  a  number  of  others 
whose  amount  of  black-board  surface  is  very  limited. 

The  necessity  of  apparatus  cannot  be  too  strongly  urged  upon  directors. 

There  is  one  point,  in  connection  with  this  subject,  that  I  cannot  ref^tn 
from  noticing.  It  is  the  almost  entire  absence  of  dictionaries  from  the 
school  rooms.  There  is  not  a  single  school  in  the  county  which  is  supplied, 
at  the  expense  of  the  district,  with  a  dictionary.  A  few  teachers  were 
found  to  have,  and  use  the  dictionary,  as  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  the 
school  room,  but  their  number  was  quite  limited. 

Every  school  should  be  supplied,  at  the  expense  of  the  district,  with  a 
copy  of  some  good  unabridged  dictionary  for  the  use  of  the  school ;  and  the 
teacher  should  encourage  the  pupils,  both  by  precept  and  example,  to  use  it. 

No  one,  not  versed  in  educatianal  matters,  can  comprehend  the  amount 
of  time  wasted  by  a  parrot-like  and  unintelligible  method  of  study  and  reci- 
tation, caused  by  the  want  of  a  knowledge  of  the  meanings  of  our  common 
English  words  ;  and  none  perhaps  knows  better  than  the  experienced  teacher 
how  serious  an  obstacle  to  mental  improvement  is  presented  by  ibis  tendency 
to  ignore  the  use  of  the  dictionary,  as  an  aid  in  the  school  room. 

Schools  — The  advancement  made  during  the  year,  while  it  was,  per- 
haps, as  good  as  that  for  any  former  year,  was  less  than  should  have  been 
expected.  This  failure  to  fully  meet  the  wants  of  the  public,  in  this  respect, 
was  due  to  the  following  causes  : 

1.  Want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  well  qualified  teachers. 

2.  Shortness  of  the  term. 
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3.  Want  of  parental  co-operation. 

These,  it  must  be  admitted,  are  serious  obstacles,  though  by  no  means 
new  ones.  We  must  not,  however,  ignore  their  existence  because  they  are 
common,  and  of  longstanding,  but  rather  make  more  vigorous  exertions  bo 
overcome  them.  The  first  of  these  evils  will  be  noticed  under  the  head  of 
teachers. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  there  has  been  some  improvement  in 
attendance,  during  the  year ;  the  per  centage  for  the  whole  county  being 
68,  to  60  last  year. 

I  may  here  remark,  that  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  ascertain,  with 
accuracy,  the  attendance  and  average  age  of  the  pupils. 

The  increase  in  the  per  centage  of  attendance  is  encouraging,  though  there 
is  still  room  for  improvement ;  particularly  is  this  the  case,  when  we  take 
into  consideration,  that,  after  excepting  a  few  boroughs,  our  districts  have 
but  four  months  school  annually.  Sixty-eight  per  cent,  of  four  months  at- 
tendance, (about  2|  months,)  is  by  far  too  little  time  annually,  in  which  to 
secure  a  common  education;  and  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration,  that 
the  average  age  of  pupils,  as  ascertained  from  a  careful  examinauon  of  ttce 
moirthly  reports  of  nearly  every  school  in  the  county,  is  only  about  ten  years, 
and  that  comparatively  few  of  the  children  attend  after  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  the  entire  inadequacy  of  the  present  length  of  term  will  more  clearly 
aijjjear. 

Many  of  the  evils  under  which  the  system  labors,  arise  from  a  want  of 
interest  on  the  part  of  parents.  Of  course  my  remarks,  in  regard  to  the 
ne^igence  of  parents,  must  be  understood  in  a  general  sense,  as  there  a»e 
n^any  creditable  exceptions.  Many  fathers  and  mothers  are  laboring  faith- 
fully and  efficiently  in  the  cause  of  education,  by  co-operating  with  the 
teachers  and  promoting  home  instruction  and  discipline.  It  can  not,  how- 
ever, be  denied,  that  with  many,  the  injunction  "  Train  up  a  child  in  the 
way  he  should  go,"  seems  to  have  become  obsolete. 

In  tlie  southern  portion  of  the  county  our  population  is  engaged  in  de- 
veioping  the  immense  deposits  of  coal  and  iron  which  underlie  that  region, 
and,  in  the  northern  parts,  the  business  of  lumbering  claims  much  of  the 
attention  of  the  people.  And,  therefore,  as  laborers  were  scarce,  employ- 
ment for  boys  plenty  and  compensation  good^  the  result  has  been,  that,  in 
many  cases,  young  men  and  boys  have  been  sent  to  work,  who  should  have 
continued  attending  school.  Such  is  yet  the  case,  to  an  astonishing  extent, 
at  Johnstown  and  its  vicinity. 

Many  of  the  boys  of  this  locality  are  sent  to  work  in  the  mines  of  or  some 
department  of  the  immense  iron  manufactory  located  here,  about  the  age  of 
fourteen,  and  not  a  few,  even  before  that  age,  who  seldom  have  any  oppor- 
tunities of  education  afterward. 
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The  evils  consequent  upon  this  state  of  affairs  were  in  some  measure 
compensated  by  the  establishment  of  two  night  schools  last  winter — one  in 
Johnstown  borough,  by  the  school  board,  and  the  other  in  Millville  borough, 
by  the  Cambria  iron  company.  These  efforts  to  improve  the  mental  condi- 
tion of  the  juvenile  employees  of  the  works  here,  were  attended  with  some 
degree  of  success  ;  and  the  community  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  oti- 
ginators  and  supporters  of  these  schools.  In  concluding  this  subject,  affow 
me  to  remark,  that  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  complete  success  of  the 
system,  that  parents,  generally,  should  properly  understand  that  one  great 
duty  of  the  parental  relation — that  duty  which  includes  and  overshadows 
dl  others — the  duty  of  giving  to  their  children  a  complete  moral,  mental 
aod  physical  education. 

Teachers. — There  has  been  an  increase  of  11  male  teachers  during  the 
year,  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  number  of  females.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  the  number  of  male  teachers  would  materially  increase  after  the 
dose  of  the  war.  This  expectation,  however,  was  not  realized,  as  but  very 
few  of  the  teachers,  who  entered  the  army,  returned  to  the  profession. 
This  result  was,  in  some  measure,  accomplished  by  the  inadequacy  of  the 
salaries  offered  for  teaching  A  class  was  established,  last  summer,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  young  teachers  and  the  preparation  of  those  intending  to 
enter  the  profession.     It  was  attended  with  a  considerable  degree  of  success. 

In  some  districts  there  is  a  prejudice  against  female  teachers,  which  has 
done  much  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  schools.  This  has,  to  some  extent, 
increased  during  the  year,  most  probably  for  the  following  reasons  :  When 
the  male  teachers  left  the  profession  to  join  the  army,  in  the  first  years  of 
the  war,  it  became  necessary  to  employ  a  large  number  of  females.  Unfor- 
tunately these  could  not  be  obtained  without  admitting  into  the  profession 
a  large  number  of  very  young,  inexperienced  and  poorly  qualified  young 
ladies  Some  of  these  failed  to  give  satisfaction,  not  because  they  were 
females,  but  because  they  were  not  properly  qualified.  Had  an  equal  num- 
ber of  males,  of  like  ages  and  qualifications,  been  employed,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  the  result,  so  far  as  actual  success  is  concerned,  would  have  been 
the  same. 

It  must,  however,  be  admitted,  that  there  is  some  cause  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  some  of  our  teachers.  We  have  some  good  and  faithful  teachers,  ten  of 
whom  received  professional  certificates  during  the  year.  Many  others  made 
creditable  improvement.  We  have,  however,  a  class  who  make  no  effort  to 
improve.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  services  of  the  latter  can  soon  be^dis- 
pensed  with. 

The  principal  points  of  deficiency,  on  the  part  of  teachers,  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 

1.  Want  of  age. 
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2.  Want  of  experience. 

3.  Deficient  education. 

4.  Incorrect  ideas  of  education. 

In  proof  of  the  first  point,  I  need  only  refer  to  the  fact  that  there  wepe 
employed  during  the  year,  28  teachers  who  were  under  18  years  of  age, 
and  77  who  were  under  21  years.  The  average  age  of  teachers  was  24'^ 
years. 

In  regard  to  the  second,  the  statistical  report  shows,  that  34  teachers  were 
employed  who  had  no  previous  experience,  and  55  whose  experience  was 
less  than  one  year. 

The  third  point  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  average  grade  of  certificates 
was  2.4. 

The  fourth  is  in  some  measure  supported  by  the  fact,  that  only  about  100 
teachers  out  of  170  have  read  any  educational  works  whatever,  and  that 
there  are  very  few,  indeed,  whose  pedagogical  reading  has  extended  be- 
yond two  or  three  volumes. 

Examinations — Our  examinations  were  principally  oral.  The  number 
of  private  examinations  was  larger  than  usual,  from  the  fact  that  there  was, 
in  many  localities,  much  difl&culty  experienced  in  securing  teachers.  In 
some  cases  I  examined  publicly  a  second  time.  I  also  held  two  special  ex- 
aminations in  Johnstown,  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  various  districts ;  but 
after  all,  I  was  forced  to  hold  17  private  examinations. 

Visitations. — My  first  object,  in  visiting,  was  to  ascertain,  as  well  as  the 
limited  time  would  admit,  the  measure  of  success  attending  the  efforts  of 
the  teachers. 

This  was  ascertained  from  general  inspections  of  the  usual  operations  of 
the  schools. 

I  then  gave  such  instructions  to  the  teachers,  and  made  such  remarks  to 
the  pupils,  as  the  circumstances  seemed  to  require. 

I  also  examined  the  teachers'  reports.  I  may  here  state  that  I  found  a 
large  number  of  them  incorrect.  These  inaccuracies,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
were  caused  generally  by  carelessness  and  inattention  to  the  instructions 
to  be  found  in  the  report  books. 

Much  trouble  might  be  saved  to  school  officers,  if  more  care  were  taken 
by  teachers  to  have  these  reports  correct.  No  teacher  should  be  employed 
who  habitually  fails  to  make  correct  reports. 

Graded  Schools. — There  are  but  few  well  graded  schools  in  the  county. 
Want  of  sufficient  and  suitable  buildings,  and  a  non-appreciation  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  such  schools,  may  be  mentioned  as  the  principal  causes  of  this 
state  of  things. 

Suggestions. — It  must  be  admitted,  that  the  common  sehool  system,  in 
its  present  state  of  development  in  our  county,  does  not  afford  to  the  chil- 
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dren  sufficient  opportunities  to  enable  them  to  secure  a  proper  education. 
To  those  who  have  carefully  watched  the  course  of  educational  events,  it 
has  become  evident  that  in  the  thinly  populated  and  less  wealthy  portiofls 
erf"  the  State,  the  present  system  is  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  people, 
The  cause  of  this  inadequacy  is  not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  system  in  itself, 
but  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  properly  adapted  to  the  localities  referred  to.  It 
is  highly  probable,  that  when  the  poorer  and  more  thinly  settled  counties 
increase  in  population  and  wealth,  the  difficulties  now  encountered  will  di- 
minish. And  it  cannot  even  now  be  denied,  that  we  are  making  some  pro- 
gress toward  perfection.  This  progress  is,  however,  slow  and  must  of  ne- 
cessity so  continue.  The  law  should  be  so  modified,  as  to  relieve  the  locali- 
ties referred  to,  of  the  obstacles  which  now  impede  their  progress. 

The  greatest  amount  of  funds,  which  can  be  raised,  at  the  highest  rate 
allowed  by  law,  is,  in  many  districts,  barely  sufficient  to  keep  the  schools 
in  operation  four  months  in  the  year,  and  to  do  even  this,  directors  are 
compelled  to  pay  low  salaries,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  secure  poor 
teachers ;  whereas,  in  the  more  populous  and  wealthy  counties,  the  schools 
can  be  made  effective  by  a  tax  of  less  than  one-half  of  the  maximum  rate 
allowed  by  law. 

The  following  figures,  taken  from  the  last  annual  report,  will  serve  to 
show  the  inequalities  in  taxation  and  length  of  terms  : 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  Cambria  county  pays  more  tax  for  school  pur- 
poses, in  proportion  to  her  valuation,  than  any  other  county  in  the  state, 
(the  rate  being  10|  mills),  and  has  but  4^  months  school ;  whereas  Dela- 
ware county  pays,  according  to  her  valuation,  less  than  one- third  as  much, 
tax  as  Cambria,  and  has  nearly  twice  as  many  months  school.  The  remedy 
for  the  inequalities,  which  now  weigh  so  heavily  upon  the  less  opulent 
counties,  is  to  be  sought  in  an  amendment  to  the  school  law,  making  the 
tax  for  school  purposes  equal  throughout  the  state,  and  providing  for  its 


80  CAMERON  COUNTY. 

distribution  among  the  districts,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  to 
be  educated  therein. 

As  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  a  free  state  depend  upon  the  virtue  and 
intellis^ence  of  its  citizens,  and  as  these  qualities  can  only  exist  by  being 
propogated  by  means  of  a  virtuous  education,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
State  to  make  provision  for  the  education  of  those  who  are  to  be  its  future 
citizens.  And,  in  making  provision  for  education,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State 
to  furnish  means  of  instruction,  to  an  equal  degree,  to  the  children  of  all 
its  parts,  since  it  is  upon  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  whole,  and  not 
upon  a  part  merely,  of  its  citizens,  that  the  prosperity  and  safety  of  the 
State  depend.  Therefore  the  humblest  child,  in  the  poorest  district,  ought  to 
have  facilities  for  elementary  instruction,  equal  to  those  residing  in  the  most 
favored  section  of  the  State. 
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School  Houses. — Two  frame  houses,  too  small  to  be  convenient,  have 
been  built  in  Shippen,  during  the  year.  One  in  Grove,  without  proper 
furniture. 

Schools.— The  directors  persist  in  opening  some  of  the  schools,  for  th« 
summer  term,  as  soon  as  the  weather  is  fine,  and  the  roads  are  good,  and 
keeping  them  open  for  four  months,  without  a  winter  term,  which  makes 
but  two  months  and  a  half,  or  three  months  in  the  proper  year.  Others 
are  not  opened  till  into  July. 

Visitations. — I  made  from  one  to  five  visits  to  each  house,  but  in  some  of 
them  the  schools  were  not  in  session,  the  teacher  being  absent.  After  my 
recovery  from  an  attack  of  lung  fever,  I  visited  one  school  in  Grove,  the 
12th  of  September ;  it  had  closed  ;  being  open  but  three  months  in  the 
school  year.  I  went  three  times  to  a  school  in  Gibson,  30  miles  from  my 
residence,  and  found  it  empty,  each  time,  the  teacher  being  absent. 
Directors,  parents  and  citizens,  almost  wholly  neglect  to  visit  the  schools  ; 
a  fact  which  is  very  much  to  be  deplored. 

Teachers. — Three  males  have  been  employed  ;  all  the  rest  were  females. 
General  satisfaction  given.     Teachers  are  generally  improving. 

Public  Sentiment — Although  public  sentiment  (without  dissent,  so  far 
as  I  know)  is  entirely  in  favor  of  the  school  system,  yet  there  is  a  very 
serious  lack  of  personal  effort  on  the  part  of  directors  and  citizens,  to  render 
the  system  eflfective 
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Educational  matters  of  the  couaty  have  been  steadily  but  slowly  advanc- 
ing. There  seems  to  be  generally  a  disposition  manifested  to  support  tlie 
cause,  and  carry  out  the  school  law  to  some  extent,  though  not  so  effectually 
as  is  desired.  Where  the  directors  are  intelligent,  and  thorough  working 
men,  the  schools  prosper  as  well  as  could  be  expected,  while  in  the  hands 
of  illiterate  and  disinterested  directors,  we  havejust  the  reverse,  poor  schools, 
short  terms,  inferior  teachers,  and  much  dlssa-tisfaction  with  a  poorly  eda- 
cated  class  of  young  men  and  women,  all  of  which  are  the  legitimate  effects 
of  mismanagement. 

Hoimes. — By  reference  to  the  statistical  report,  it  will  be  SBen,  that  al- 
though we  have  many  reasonably  good  school  houses  In  the  county,  most 
of  them  might  be  much  improved  at  a  trifling  expense.  With  scarcely  a 
single  exception,  the  grounds  of  all  are  unimproved,  and  many  are  entirely 
without  the  necessary  otit-buildlngs.  The  attention  of  directors  was  caUed 
to  this  Important  fact  in  my  last  annual  report,  yet  there  seems  to  be  but 
little  effort  made  to  remedy  the  ovil.  Ventilation  has  also  been  sadly  neg- 
lected in  the  constmctioa  of  houses.  Window  sash  in  all  school  houses 
ahould  be  hung  on  pulleys,  with  cords  emd  weights  ;  they  shoald  also  be 
well  supplied  with  flaea  for  ventilating  purposes,  to  carry  off  the  foul  air, 
and  admit  pure  and  fresh.  Many  a  bright,  promising  youth  has  been  conr 
signed  to  a  premature  grave,  by  diseases  contracted  in  badly  ventilated 
school  rooms,  A  little  attention  to  this  important  matter,  by  directors, 
would  rob  the  fell  destroyer  of  an  efficient  weapon,  which  scatters  the  seeds 
of  sickness,  suffering  and  death,  in  the  ranks  of  the  young.  It  will  also 
relieve  parents  from  much  care  and  anxiety. 

Preparations  are  being  made  foi"  a  number  of  new  houses,  which  are  to 
be  ready  for  the  fall  terms  of  school.  They  will  be  superior  in  construction 
to  the  old  houses  now  in  general  use. 

Furniture. — None  except  the  new  houses  have  been  supplied  with  new 
furniture.  Three  districts  have  been  supplied  with  out-line  maps,  by  the 
directors,  and  a  few  schools  with  alphabetical  cards. 

Every  ungraded  school  in  the  county  should  be  supplied  with  full  set&  of 
magnetic  globes,  numerical  frames  and  alphabetical  charts.  With  these  im^ 
provements,  the  labors  of  the  teachers  would  be  greatly  facilitated,  and  much 
time  saved  in  teaching  the  elementary  branches,  and  at  the  same  time  they, 
could  be  taught  more  effectually.  The  time  thus  saved  should  be  devoted, 
te  the  more  advanced  classes,  so  that  the  whole  echool  would  be  benefited, 
and  the  parents  saved  the  expense  of  buying  many  elementary  books.  This 
can  all  be  accomplished  at  a  very  small  expense  to  the  directors. 
6  School  Rbp. 
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Schools. — The  schools  in  Mauch  Chunk  borough  were  more  strictly 
graded  during  the  last  year  than  they  had  been  heretofore,  and  the  results  are 
very  satisfactory.  Under  the  supervision  of  S.  W.  Rice,  the  energetic 
principal  of  the  high  school,  sustained  and  encouraged  by  an  intelligent 
working  board  of  directors,  we  expect  soon  to  have  the  public  schools  of 
Mauch  Chunk  inferior  to  none  in  the  State.  The  schools  of  Summit  Hill 
and  Nesquehoning  are  in  a  very  good  condition.  The  directors  have  been 
faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  In  E.  Mauch  Chunk  the  schools 
might  be  more  strictly  graded.  Parryville,  Wiessport  and  Lehighton  should 
have  graded  schools.  In  the  agricultural  portions  of  the  county,  the  schools 
suffer  for  want  of  competent  teachers.  This  is  caused  by  short  terms  and 
low  salaries.  Longer  terms,  with  increased  salaries,  will  bring  a  new  class 
of  teachers  into  this  part  of  the  field,  who  will  elevate  the  standard  of  edu- 
cation, and  prove  beneficial,  in  other  respects,  to  these  districts. 

Examinations. — Public  examinations  were  held  in  all  the  districts  except 
Weatherly.  The  number  of  applicants,  who  presented  themselves  for  inspec- 
tion, was  larger  than  in  previous  years. 

An  unusually  large  number  applied  for  private  examinations  after  the 
regular  appointments  were  over.  This  was  rendered  necessary  to  fill  vacan- 
cies created  by  teachers  resigning,  who  had  taken  charge  of  schools  at  the 
commencement  of  the  fall  terms,  but  abandoned  them*. to  engage  in  other 
business.  A  few  certificates  were  endorsed,  but  only  in  special  cases. — 
Public  examinations  were  held  in  some  instances  where  not  a  single  director 
was  present,  although  previous  notice  of  the  time  and  place  had  been  given. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  twice,  and  many 
of  them  three  times.  Yery  few  visits  were  made  in  company  with  directors 
or  parents. 

Institutes  — Institutes  were  regularly  held  in  Mauch  Chunk  borough ; 
they  were  well  attended,  and  the  exercises  were  instructive  and  interesting ; 
they  were  also  attended  by  some  of  the  teachers  from  E.  Mauch  Chunk. 
Lower  Towamensing,  E.  Penn  and  Mahoning  districts  held  institutes  regu- 
larly. In  addition  to  these,  regular  monthly  institutes  were  held  at  Le- 
highton, in  the  high  school  room,  for  the  benefit  of  those  teachers  who  wished 
to  attend  from  the  adjacent  districts. 

The  annual  County  institute  was  held  at  Mauch  Chunk,  and,  although 
not  largely  attended,  it  was  considered  profitable  and  interesting  to  those 
present.  It  is  hoped  that  teachers  and  directors  will  interest  themselves  in 
these  meetings.  If  properly  kept  up,  they  will  prove  highly  beneficial, 
especially  to  young  teachers. 

In  conclusion,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  directors,  teachers  and  all 
the  friends  of  education  in  the  county,  for  their  uniform  kindness  to  me  in 
the  past,  and  ask  their  co-operation  in  the  future. 
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School  Houses. — Eight  houses  have  been  built,  at  an  aggregate  cost  of 
about  $6,500.  One  is  a  two  storj  brick  edifice,  with  two  rooms,  intended 
for  a  graded  school.  The  rest  are  frame,  in  modern  style  of  architecture, 
occupying  suitable  sites,  and  well  furnished.  The  one  built  in  Boggs  was 
unfortunately  burned  in  mid  winter,  and  the  one  in  Worth  is  too  close  to 
the  township  line  to  accommodate  the  sub -district.  The  house  built  in 
Rush  is  a  neat,  substantial  fabric,  having  one  acre  for  play-grounds.  All 
these  buildings  are  suflBciently  large,  with  black-board  surface  ranging  from 
75  to  120  square  feet.  It  is  frequently  difficult  for  boards  to  procure  pro- 
per sites  when  contemplating  to  build,  therefore  the  law  which  enables 
Chester  and  other  counties  to  secure  building  lots,  should  be  made  general. 

It  is  due  to  the  district^of  Gregg  to  notice,  that  within  the  last  four  years 
it  has  built  four  brick  houses,  at  a  cost  of  about  $4,000.  Those  reported 
suitably  improved,  still  lack  some  essentials,  and  those  unfit,  are  rickety 
structures,  that  are  not  fit  to  be  the  training  places  of  youth.  Huston  and 
"Walker,  and  perhaps  Rush,  intend  to  build  this  summer. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — The  only  ones  supplied  with  furniture  and 
apparatus  are  those  built  within  the  year,  and  about  100  sets  of  Cornell's 
out-line  maps  have  been  introduced  in  some  of  the  districts.  Arithmetical 
frames,  cards  and  elocutionary  charts  have  been  introduced  in  the  Bellefonte 
schools.  Black-boards  have  been  procured  by  several  schools,  and  the  fur- 
niture of  others  has  been  repaired.  No  doubt  as  soon  as  directors  are  pre- 
pared, poor  houses  and  furniture  will  altogether  disappear. 

Schools. — Total  number  185 — graded  37  ;  graded  during  the  year  2 ;  well 
classified,  except  in  arithmetic,  183  ;  and  moral  instruction  is  imparted  by 
means  of  the  Bible  in  nearly  all  the  schools.  In  nearly  all  our  graded 
schools,  algebra,  philosophy,  history  and  composition  are  taught  in  addi- 
tion to  the  branches  enumerated  in  the  provisional  certificate.  Some  ten  or 
twelve  of  those  ungraded  have  taught  history,  algebra  and  natural  science. 

Public  Examinations. — Twenty-eight  public  and  thirty-six  private  ex- 
aminations were  held  ;  69  directors  and  many  citizens  favored  us  with  their 
presence;  5  received  professional  certificates,  191  provisional,  32  were  re- 
jected and  58  were  examined  privately,  at  the  written  request  of  directors, 
nine  were  renewed  for  satisfactory  reasons,  and  one  annulled.  Average 
grade  of  certificates  2.  The  plan  of  inspection,  indicated  in  our  former  re- 
ports, has  not  been  changed.     It  has  given  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 

Teachers  — Number  employed  185  ;  males  101,  females  8-i;  average  age 
25 ;  33  have  had  no  experience,  and  28  have  taught  less  than  one  year. 
Seven  attended  Normal  school ;  127  have  read  professional  books,  and 
three  have  failed  to  give  satisfaction.     The  wages  of  our  teachers  are  too 
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low,  while  the  cost  of  living  is  high.  This  has  forced  the  older  teachers 
from  the  ranks,  which  had  to  be  filled  by  inexperienced  recruits.  Teaching 
will  never  get  to  be  a  respectable  business  so  long  as  it  denies  its  devotee 
the  means  of  subsistence.  Directors  will  not  give  a  living  salary,  and  com- 
petent teachers  are  obliged  to  abandon  the  profession  or  struggle  with 
penury  from  time  to  time. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  were  visited  once,  except  one;  and  about 
the  half  of  them  a  second  time,  and  a  few  three  times,  devoting,  on  an  aver- 
age, about  one  and  a-half  hours  to  each.  Directors  accompanied  us  on 
twenty-five  occasions  to  fifty  schools.  To  make  this  duty  more  effective 
two  visits  should  be  paid  to  each  school.  The  first  to  note  its  workings  and 
leave  instructions  where  they  are  needed ;  and  the  second  to  ascertain  if 
these  have  been  carried  out  faithfully.  This,  however,  is  impracticable  in 
counties  having  many  schools  and  short  terms.  If  directors  would  extend 
the  term  to  at  least  six  months,  school  visitations  would  have  the  desired 
effect. 

District  InniUuies. — Seven  districts  have  held  institutes — had  an  aggre- 
gate of  forty-nine  meetings  and  an  attendance  of  forty-five  members.  Si-x 
were  attended  by  the  county  superintendent.  The  decrease  since  last 
year  is  caused  by  the  change  in  the  law  in  relation  to  them.  The  few  that 
have  been  in  operation  have  done  tolerably  well,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  our  directory  did  not  make  them  more  general.  The  efficiency  of  these 
meetings,  when  rightly  conducted,  is  acknowledged  by  all,  but  when  other- 
wise, they  become  a  burlesque  on  the  cause  of  education.  The  non-pro- 
gressive drones  who  attended  them  merely  to  save  the  fine  inflicted  by  the 
boards  for  non-attendance,  has  given  this  means  of  improvement  a  check 
that  will  retard  the  onward  march  of  improvement  for  some  time  to  couie. 

Educational  Mcetingi*. — A  county  institute  of  five  days'  continuance  was 
held  in  the  borough  of  Unionville,  in  the  beginning  of  October.  Male  teach- 
ers were  not  strongly  represented  there,  but  the  females  could  boast  of  a 
fair  representation.  It  was  conceded  to  be  a  pleasant  and  profitable  ses- 
sion. There  was  no  foreign  aid.  Our  ministers,  lawyers  and  teachers  laid 
hold  of  the  work,  the  citizens  favored  us  with  their  presence,  and  entertain- 
ed the  teachers  free  of  charge.  It  was  in  real  interest,  if  not  in  numbers,  a 
complete  success.  The  community  here  is  noted  for  intelligence  and  hospi- 
tality. Another  county  institute,  in  union  with  Clinton,  was  held  at  Hub- 
lersburg,  on  the  'IM  and  24th  of  February.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was 
small,  owing  to  the  impassable  condition  of  the  roads  ;  nevertheless,  it  was 
tbought  to  be  a  "feast  of  reason  and  a  flow  of  soul"  to  all  who  attended. 
The  Kev.  Mr.  Long,  and  Miss  M.  Brown,  of  the  Jacksonville  seminary,  con- 
tributed much  to  make  it  interesting.  At  the  former,  Webster's  TJnabridg- 
ei  dictionarv,  and  Wickersham's  works  on  teaching,  were  awarded  to  the 
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best  spellers,  and  at  the  latter,  a  series  of  Parker  and  Watson's  Readers,  and 
Clark's  Grammars.  Lectures,  essays  and  practical  drills,  in  the  various 
branches,  were  the  order  of  the  day. 

Graded  Schools. — Thirty-seven  graded  schools  are  now  organized,  and 
four  more  will  be  added  the  coming  year.  The  advantages  of  this  course 
is  understood  among  us  and  appreciated.  Every  town  and  hamlet,  except 
Rebersburg  and  Stormstown,  has  its  schools  graded,  and  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  The  people  see  that  the  plan  of  grading  schools  will  soon  super- 
sede the  necessity  which  gave  rise  to  select  schools,  and  that  by  a  judicious 
management  of  the  common  school  funds,  a  liberal  .education  may  be  im- 
parted to  all.  The  exclusiveness  and  self  importance  which  is  frequently 
seen  in  select  schools,  are  detrimental  to  a  Republican  government.  We 
need  schools  of  a  high  order,  but  they  ought  to  be  accessable  to  all  classes 
of  society  ;  hence,  graded  common  schools  are  the  denderatum  to  accom- 
plish this  end. 

Flan  of  Examinaiions. — The  course  adopted  at  first  has  been  adhered  to, 
viz  :     The  oral  and  written  methods  combined. 

Educational  Agencies  — The  number  of  agencies  reported  last  year  is 
still  in  operation,  and  need  not  be  repeated  here.  From  60  to  70  applicants 
for  certificates  present  themselves  annually  from  these  schools.  Many  of 
them  are  of  meagre  attainments — they  set  out  too  soon.  A  course  of  two 
years  study,  instead  of  one  session,  as  is  generally  the  case,  should  be  pur- 
sued previous  to  entering  upon  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  the 
teacher. 

We  want  a  Normal  school  in  our  district.  Dr.  Wm.  Underwood,  of 
Unionville,  has  offered  us  a  donation  of  ten  acres  of  land  upon  which  to 
erect  it.  The  project  is  favorably  received  by  many,  and  we  trust  that  my 
successor  will  take  the  proper  steps  to  its  final  completion. 

Compulsory  Attendance. -^In  my  former  report  I  suggested  the  adoption 
of  some  measure,  by  legislative  action,  to  induce  or  compel  parents  to  send 
their  children  to  school  more  regularly,  and  in  my  opinion,  a  direct  compul- 
sory law  requiring  parents  to  send  to  school  daily  would  be  inoperative  as 
well  as  arbitrary,  but  if  the  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation  had  for  its 
basis  the  average  number  of  children  that  attend  the  schools,  instead  of  the 
number  of  taxables,  as  now,  it,  no  doubt,  would  have  the  desired  effect. 
Again,  if  the  distribution  of  the  State  funds  on  this  basis  should  fail  to  create 
an  incentive  to  regular  attendance  at  school,  another  remedy  is  suggested, 
i.  e.  Let  the  right  of  suffrage  be  denied  to  all  who  are  now  minors,  upon 
their  becoming  of  age,  unless  they  possess  a  certain  amount  of  education. 
If  this  be  a  salutary  measure  for  Massachusetts,  and  other  enlightened 
States  to  enact,  why  not  have  such  a  law  in  Pennsylvania  ?  If  a  State  or 
nation  be  justifiable  in  compelling  its  people  to  pay  taxes  for  the  education 
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of  its  youth,  it  is  equally  right  to  devise  some  plan  by  which  it  shall  be  suc- 
cessfully imparted.  Direct  coercive  measures  would  undoubtedly  fail  to 
secure  a  good  attendance  in  the  schools,  but  an  indirect  course  would  ne- 
cessarily succeed.  Let  the  illiterate  old  vote  while  they  live,  but  let  mi- 
nors, having  the  facilities  of  schools,  be  required  to  be  educated  to  a  certain 
extent  or  forfeit  their  claim  to  the  ballot  box. 

Improvements  Made. — Six  years  ago  we  commenced  our  career  in  our 
present  capacity.  At  that  time  the  office  was  held  in  low  estimation  by  a 
majority  of  our  people.  During  the  latter  part  of  my  predecessor's  admin- 
istration, petitions  were  forwarded  to  the  Legislature  for  its  repeal.  Under 
these  adverse  circumstances  we  laid  hold  of  the  helm  of  our  educational 
affairs,  and  it  affords  us  infinite  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say,  that  we  have 
succeeded  in  steering  them  in  the  right  direction,  and  moored  our  bark  in 
a  safe  and  friendly  harbor.  Our  schools  numbered  160  at  the  time  ;  now 
they  are  185.  Four  only  were  graded  ;  now  they  are  37  such.  Thirty- 
eight  new  school  houses,  of  superior  architecture  and  materials,  have  been 
erected  within  the  last  six  years.  The  qualifications  of  our  teachers  have 
been  elevated,  uniform  books  and  proper  classification  of  scholars,  and 
moral  instruction,  by  means  of  the  Scriptures  of  Divine  Truth,  have  been 
introduced  in  all  our  schools,  and  the  entire  feeling  in  relation  to  the  office 
of  county  superintendent  is  with  the  majority  a  fixed  fact,  and  the  strong 
arm  of  the  school  system. 

We  have  had  formidable  obstacles  in  the  way.  The  war  took  our  male 
teachers  and  gave  us  females,  and  meretyros.  Taxation  became  oppressive  ; 
hence,  the  school  terms  were  shortened.  The  frequent  calls  upon  men's 
patriotism  and  purses  absorbed  all  other  interests  but  war,  and  the  wonder 
is  that  our  noble  system  of  education  has  survived  its  shocks.  Politics,  the 
bane  of  our  churches  and  schools,  have  crept  in.  Partizan  school  directors 
employ  only  such  teachers  as  agree  with  them  in  their  views. 

Closing  Remarks. — I  cannot  close  this,  my  sixth  and  last  annual  report, 
without  expressing  my  unfeigned  thanks  to  directors,  teachers  and  citizens 
in  general,  for  the  many  marks  of  their  kindness  which  I  have  received 
during  my  journeyings  among  them.  I  now  give  up  my  stewardship  with 
a  consciousness  of  having  done  my  duty,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
ability,  and  I  trust^my  successor  will  endeavor  to  raise  a  strong  edifice  on 
the  foundation  I  have  striven  to  lay. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  department  at  Harrisburg  for  its  kind  instruc- 
tions and  consideration,  and  to  the  friends  of  education  in  general,  for  their 
co-operation  and  sympathies.  Hoping  that  the  next  report  from  our  coun- 
ty will  be  replete  with  cheering  prospects,  the  present  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 
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Souses. — "Whole  number  293  ;  frame  15  ;  brick  65  ;  stone  213.  Five 
have  been  finished  and  occupied  since  the  last  report,  viz  :  one  respec- 
tively in  Downingtown,  East  Fallowfield,  London  Grove,  Lower  Oxford  and 
Penn.  The  house  in  Downingtown  is  conveniently  arranged  and  well  fur- 
nished, and  cost  about  $6,000.  The  others  are  in  rural  districts,  and  cost 
from  $1,200  to  $2,000  each,  including  land.  They  are  all  eligibly  situated, 
except  the  one  in  Fenn,  but  are  without  shade-trees.  Two  have  not  suffi- 
cient play-grounds.  Forty-six  houses  are  designated  in  the  statistical  report 
as  unfit  for  use.  Some  of  these  are  so  utterly  unfit  that  they  are  a  public 
disgrace  to  the  districts  that  tolerate  their  use  for  school  purposes.  East 
Cain,  East  Fallowfield,  Highland,  Ind.  District  No,  1,  New  London,  East 
Nottingham,  West  Nottingham,  Lower  Oxford,  Upper  Oxford,  Pennsburg, 
Phoenixville,  E.  Pikeland  Uwchlan,  Upper  Uwchlan,  West  Chester  and 
East  Whiteland  are  entitled  to  more  credit  for  good  houses  than  any  other 
districts  in  the  county.  The  districts  whose  houses,  with  an  occasional 
exception,  are  especially  worthy  of  condemnation,  are  Charlestown,  West 
Goshen,  New  Garden,  Schuylkill,  West  Whiteland  and  Willistown.  There 
are  certain  houses,  in  districts  not  given  above,  that  are  totally  unfit  for  use, 
viz  :  one  in  West  Brandywine,  one  in  West  Fallowfield,  two  in  Honey- 
brook  one  in  London  Britain  and  two  in  Valley.  Others,  occupied  last  year, 
would  be  mentioned  in  this  list,  were  it  not  understood  that  the  districts 
are  building  new  and  convenient  houses  the  present  season. 

In  the  borough  of  West  Chester  the  houses  are  satisfactory.  In  Phoenix- 
ville they  are  very  good  and  are  conveniently  arranged,  but  are  not  suffi- 
ciently commodious  for  the  increasing  number  of  pupils.  The  houses  in 
Kennett  Square  and  O.xford,  though  they  cannot  be  classed  as  unfit,  are  not 
at  all  in  keeping  with  the  general  intelligence  and  enterprize  of  the  people, 
or  the  growing  wants  of  these  thriving  towns.  They  ought  to  be  super- 
seded at  once  by  commodious  and  convenient  houses.  Downingtown  and 
Coatesville,  two  important  and  flourishing  towns  on  the  Pennsylvania  Cen- 
tral railroad,  are  not  provided  with  suitable  school  houses.  Instead  of 
building  in  some  central  locality,  a  house  arranged  for  all  the  diS"erent  de- 
partments of  a  first-class  graded  school,  the  directors  of  Downingtown  have 
built,  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  town,  a  house  well  arranged  for  two  depart- 
ments, and  have  slightly  repaired  an  old  and  unsuitable  building,  standing 
remote  from  side-walks,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  children  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  borough  ;  making  it  impracticable  to  have  anything  like  a 
central  grammar  or  high  school,  unless  another  building  is  erected  suitable 
for  the  three  departments  of  a  graded  school.     Until  this,  or  something 
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equivalent  is  done,  the  borough  will  not  be  provided  with  suitable  public 
school  accommodations. 

In  Coatesville  there  setems  to  be  no  convenient  and  suitable  location  for 
a  school  house  ;  and  although  there  has  been  much  talk  and  some  planning, 
nothing  in  the  way  of  building  a  suitable  house  has  been  actually  accom- 
plished. It  is  very  clear  that  the- town  ought  to  have  better  public  school 
accommodations  ;  but  it  Is  not  so  clear  just  what  should  be  done  in  the 
matter. 

Examinations. — Fifty  public,  and  about  twenty-five  office  examinations 
were  held.  The  oral  method  was  generally  adopted  ;  but  as  often  as  prac- 
ticable, the  written  and  oral  were  combined.  Substantially  the  same  course 
was  pursued  as  that  detailed  in  the  report  for  1863.  The  number  of  appli- 
cants examined  was  557  ;  the  number  rejected,  90.  An  unusual  number 
of  applicants  were  without  experience.  Many  presented  themselves  at  the 
examinations  with  their  memories  crammed  with  a  "  hubbub  wild  "  of  rules 
and  definitions, — the  acquisition  of  the  last  few  days  and  nights  of  study — 
but  with  little  ability  to  show  that  they  had  any  clear  and  rational  appre- 
hension of  the  branches  upon  which  they  were  examined.  The  number  of 
provisional  certificates  granted  was  467 ;  the  number  of  professional  20. — 
Professional  certificates  are  not  given  at  the  public  examinations,  but  are 
sent  without  solicitation  when  it  is  thought  they  are  meiited.  Fifty-one 
have  been  given  during  the  last  six  years. 

Teachers. — There  have  been  employed  in  the  public  schools,  during  sopie 
portion -of  the  year,  84  males  and  287  females.  Teachers  were  scarce. 
In  many  instances  the  schools  were  not  opened  at  the  usual  time ;  teachers 
not  being  obtainable.  In  this  state  of  things,  certificates  were  granted  to 
many  who  would  not  have  received  them,  had  the  supply  of  better  qualified 
applicants  been  suflicient.  While  our  most  experienced  teachers  have  been 
uncommonly  diligent  in  improving  themselves,  so  many  have  left  teaching 
for  more  remunerative  employments,  and  more  ''  permanent  situations,  " 
amd  their  places  have  been  filled  by  persons  without  experience,  that  the 
general  average  of  qualification  has  fallen  off.  It  is  not  to  be  expected, 
neither  is  it  desirable,  that  any  large  class  of  persons  should  make  public 
school  teaching  a  permanent  profession.  But  it  does  seem  important  that 
more  young  men  and  women  of  character  and  culture  should  be  induced  to 
engage  in  teaching,  and  to  continue  in  it  for  a  longer  time  than  is  usual. — 
This  can  be  attained  only  by  paying  better  salaries.  At  the  present  wages 
no  young  man  of  enterprize  and  energy  can  be  induced  to  follow  teaching 
for  any  considerable  length  of  time.  He  will  seek  some  other  department 
of  effort  more  remunerative.  Indeed,  it  is  dilficult  to  understand  how  a  man 
of  good  bodily  health  and  soundness  can  maintain  his  self-respect  or  secure 
the  respect  of  others,  if  he  is  willing  to  doom  his  children  to  want  and  his 
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old  aj?e  to  poverty,  by  teaching  school  seven  or  eight  months  in  each  year, 
from  youth  to  old  age,  at  $25  or  $30  per  month.  If  Chester  county  were 
an  appropriate  field  for  missionary  labor  in  the  cause  of  education,  the 
teacher  who  would  heroically  undertake  the  duty,  would  be  worthy  of  all 
honor.  But  we  are  able  to  employ  competent  teachers,  and  to  pay  thenj 
liberal  wages  ;  and  it  is  no  credit  to  us  that  we  seem  to  be  laboring  to  iind 
the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  living  and  the  starving  point  as  the  fit 
criterion  by  which  to  regulate  their  compensation. 

It  is  again  aSirmed  that  females  succeed  better  in  teaching  than  males. 
This  is  not  because  they  are  females,  for  we  believe  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  the  attributes  epeciallj  characteristic  of  the  sexes  are 
probably  about  equal.  But  more  fields  of  effort  are  open  to  males  than  to 
females  ;  and  young  men,  if  earnest  and  enterprizing,  cannot  be  induced,  at 
present  salaries,  to  take  any  special  interest  in  teaching;  as  they  are  only 
"putting  in  the  time"  until  something  better  offers.  On  the  other  hand, 
females  are  confined  more  to  their  native  localities,  and  when  they  have 
once  entered  on  the  business  of  teaching,  seem  to  take  more  interest  in 
qualifying  themselves  for  their  duties. 

Comparatively  few  of  those  who  essay  to  teach  have  ingenuity  and  tact 
in  developing  the  minds  of  their  pupils,  and  inducing  them  to  think.  In- 
deed, but  few  of  them  seem  ever  to  have  apprehended  that  this  is  any  essen- 
tial part  of  teaching.  They  "  keep  schooV — that  is,  they  commence  at 
the  proper  time  ;  they  see  that  the  scholars  are  in  their  proper  places  ; 
that  each  has  proper  bench  room  ;  that  their  arms  are  folded  at  the  proper 
time;  that  they  walk  on  tip-toe.  Or  ihej '■' hear  recitations^^ — that  is, 
they  ask  all  the  questions  ;  listen  to  all  the  answers ;  correct  faithfully 
whatever  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  book  ;  assign  the  next  lesson,  and 
then — call  the  next  class  !  No  oral  instruction  that  re-produces  the  lesson, 
translating  the  stiff,  exact,  or  cloudy  language  of  the  text- book  into  familiar 
phrase,  and  bringing  it  into  warm  contact  with  the  mind  of  the  pupil.  No 
pointed  cross-examination  that  wakes  up  the  mind  and  throws  it  into  the 
focal  light  and  heat  of  the  subject,  until  the  glistening  eye  and  rapt  atten- 
tion attest  that  the  lesson  has  found  a  lodgment,  and  that  the  mind  of  the 
pmpil  has  become  instinct  with  interest,  caught  and  kindled  by  contact  with 
the  fervid  mind  of  the  teacher.  But  instead,  a  dull  routine,  that  does  not 
arouse  the  mind,  that  quickens  no  apprehension,  that  develops  no  thought- 
power,  cultivates  no  accurate  discrimination,  only  a  meaningless  verbal 
memory. 

Some  of  our  teachers,  aware  of  their  bondage  to  this  cold,  burdensome  body 
of  death,  are  making  vigorous  and  successful  efforts  to  escape  from  their 
thraldom  ;  while  others,  alas,  hug  their  chains,  push  gently  but  firmly 
from  them  the  hand  stretched  out  to  deliver,  and  faithfully — yea  conscien- 
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tlously  too — tread  their  bark-mill  round  of  duty,  never  learning  the  "  more 
excellent  way." 

Teachers  are  not  alone  to  blame  for  this  stupid  and  lifeless  method  of 
teaching,  so-called.  When  they  attempt  the  adoption  of  a  more  rational 
and  effective  method,  they  are  sometimes  interfered  with  by  directors  and 
parents,  who  say  "your  method  wont  do.  You  must  be  easy  on  the  chil- 
dren. Our  scholars  have  always  had  two  trials  in  spelling,  and  you  must 
not  be  too  severe  on  them." 

Thus,  many  naturally  energetic  teachers  are  induced  to  adopt  this  "easy" 
method ;  and  are  taught  by  the  constant  pressure  of  official  and  public 
sentiment,  that  success — which  means  getting  along  easily — depends  not  so 
much  upon  understanding  their  business  and  attending  to  it,  as  upon  under- 
standing the  habits  and  customs  of  the  people  and  attending  to  them.  The 
teacher  makes  the  school.  We  have  school  houses,  and  school  furniture, 
and  text-books,  that  ought  long  since  to  have  given  place  to  new  and  better. 
But  with  good  teachers  the  other  conveniences  will  not  be  long  withheld. 
To  improve  the  schools,  then,  ^\  e  must  have  better  teachers.  To  have  better 
teachers  we  must  pay  better  wages,  and  thus  induce  persons  better  qualified 
to  enter  the  profession,  or  those  already  in  it,  to  fit  themselves  better  for 
their  responsibilities  ;  while  all  school  officers  should  also  discriminate  wise- 
ly, firmly  and  impartially  in  regard  to  those  who  present  themselves  as  ap- 
plicants for  certificates  and  schools. 

Visitations. — The  number  of  visits  made  to  the  schools  349  ;  the  average 
length  about  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes.  The  law  requiring  the  secre- 
tary of  each  district  to  inform  the  superintendent  when  the  schools  open, 
the  length  of  the  term,  &c.,  was  not  generally  complied  with,  and  it  was 
not  known  when  the  schools  in  certain  districts  would  close  ;  thus  9  schools 
were  not  visited  during  their  session. 

Many  persons  expect  too  much  from  school  visitation.  They  expect  the 
superintendent  to  visit  every  school  in  the  county,  and  remain  at  least  half 
a  day  in  each.  And  they  seem  to  expect  that  when  he  visits  a  school,  he 
will  fully  understand  every  thing  that  is  wrong  in  the  character  or  conduct 
of  the  teacher,  either  in  school  or  out,  and  correct  it ;  will  exorcise  the  evil 
spirit  from  every  pupil ;  ascertain  the  exact  progress  of  each  scholar,  as 
well  as  all  his  deficiencies ;  and,  in  short,  leave  both  teacher  and  school  in 
an  entirely  regenerated  condition.  This  is  no  exaggeration.  It  falls  short 
of  what  1  have  heard  expressed.  But  it  is  no  small  undertaking,  even  to 
call  at  all  the  schools  in  a  county  as  large  as  this  ;  and  the  best  the  super- 
intendent can  do  is  to  visit  each  school,  remaining  an  hour  or  two,  observe 
the  general  tone  of  the  school,  the  spirit  of  both  teacher  and  pupils,  the 
interest  manifested,  hear  one  or  two  classes,  thus  illustrating  his  manner  of 
teaching,  say  a  few  cheerful  and  encouraging  words  to  all  present,  make  a 
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few  suggestions  privately  to  the  teacher,  perhaps,  and  go  on  to  the  next 
school. 

The  good  results  arising  from  visitation  are  general,  rather  than  special. 
It  is  not  so  much  what  the  superintendent  says  or  does  when  he  visits  a 
school  that  makes  visitation  important,  as  the  fact  that  he  is  expected  by 
teachers  and  pupils.  For  it  is  pretty  well  understood  by  teachers  that  order 
and  diligence  in  school  must  become  a  habit.  Neither  can  be  extemporized 
on  the  advent  of  the  superintendent.  If  they  are  not  habitual,  they  will 
not  come  at  the  bidding. 

Directors  visit  the  schools  as  frequently  as  could  be  expected,  considering 
their  other  duties,  which  must  all  be  performed  gratuitously.  Parents  and 
citizens  seldom. 

Listituies. — The  County  Teachers'  institute,  held  last  October  and  Novem- 
ber, was  probably  the  most  successful  educational  meeting  ever  held  in  the 
county,  unless  the  meeting  of  the  State  Teachers'  association  in  1859  be 
an  exception.  About  300  teachers  were  present,  and  the  interest  continued 
unflagging  to  the  end.  Instruction  was  given  in  methods  of  teaching,  and 
in  civil  government,  by  Rev.  Tho.  K.  Beecher,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.;  in  read- 
ing and  vocal  culture,  by  Prof.  Robert  Kidd,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio  ;  in  natu- 
ral history  and  general  criticism,  by  Prof.  S.  S.  Haldemau,  of  Columbia, 
Pa.;  in  geography  and  map  drawing,  by  Dr.  Franklin  Taylor,  of  West 
Chester,  and  A.  S.  Aphgar,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  and  in  penmanship,  by  S. 
A.  Potter,  of  the  same  city.  Lectures  were  delivered  by  Rev.  W.  R 
Moore,  of  West  Chester;  Prof.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  of  Zvlillersville;  Rev.  Tho. 
K.  Beecher  and  Prof.  Haldeman,  and  a  poem  by  J.  Garrett  Walker,  A.  M., 
Principal  of  the  Phcenixville  grammar  school.  Five  hundred  words  were 
spelled  by  about  200  teachers,  and  18  Worcester's  dictionaries,  including  6 
quartos,  were  given  as  premiums  to  the  best  spellers.  Gold  pens  were 
given  to  a  number  of  teachers  who  had  made  the  greatest  improvement  in 
writing  during  the  year. 

District  institutes  are  unpopular.  Out  of  64  districts  only  17  attempted 
to  hold  institutes. 

Educational  Agencies. — The  principal  ones  are  private  schools.  Of  these 
there  are  about  50  in  the  county.  They  are  of  all  grades,  from  the  most 
superficial,  taught  by  persons  who  have  failed  at  public  examinations,  to 
the  most  thorough,  taught  by  some  of  the  most  accomplished  scholars  in 
the  county.  These  schools,  comprising  altogether  between  2,000  and  3,000 
pupils,  the  most  of  whom  belong  in  the  county,  should  be  taken  into  ac- 
count in  estimating  our  educational  appliances,  and  also  in  determining  our 
educational  standing.  Algebra,  geometry,  physiology  and  some  other  of 
the  higher  branches,  are  taught  in  a  few  of  our  public  schools.  But  in  fully 
t  ne  half  of  the  private  schools  not  only  are  the  mathematics  and  natural 


92  CHESTER  COUNTY. 

sciences  taught,  but  in  very  many  of  them  thorough  instruction  is  given  in 
the  Latin,  Greek,  French  and  German  languages,  and  frequently  in  mnsic, 
painting  and  drawing.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  our  private  schools, 
by  absorbing  the  most  advanced  scholars,  interfere  somewhat  with  the  fall 
development  and  illustration  of  our  common  school  system.  Yet  he  who 
opens  a  private  school,  thereby  affording  to  the  community  better  educa- 
tional advantages  than  were  before  enjoyed,  is  a  public  benefactor.  And 
he  who  sends  his  son  or  daughter  to  the  best  school  within  his  roach,  is 
only  discharging  a  sacred  parental  duty.  Jn  the  schools  of  our  rural  dis- 
tricts, scholars  are  found,  from  year  to  year,  who  are  so  far  in  advance  of 
the  other  pupils,  that  they  cannot  be  successfully  txvnght  in  the  same  school. 
These,  gathered  from  a  large  number  of  schools,  with  additions  from  abroad, 
make  up  our  flourishing  private  schools  ;  and  although  they  sometimes  in- 
terfere with  the  most  complete  success  of  our  public  schools,  yet  we  wel- 
come them  as  co-laborers  in  the  great  work,  which  must  be  done  anew  for 
©very  generation,  the  work  of  educating,  to  the  highest  attainable  point, 
every  child  of  the  Commonwealth.  Schools,  both  public  and  private,  are 
means,  not  ends.  And  he  is  wise  who  devotes  himself  mainly  to  the  rear- 
ing of  the  edifice  of  a  sound  and  healthy  culture  for  our  youth,  caring  little 
for  the  kind  of  scaffolding  by  means  of  which  the  work  is  accomplished, 
provided  it  be  reasonably  safe.  These  two  classes  of  schools  assist  each 
other.  The  public  schools  help  supply  the  private  schools  with  pupils, 
while  the  private  schools,  in  turn,  help  supply  the  public  schools  with 
teachers.     "Let  both  grow  together  until  the  harvest  " 

The  foregoing  remarks  are  made  more  especially  with  reference  to  schools 
in  the  rural  districts.  In  our  boroughs  and  larger  t'>wns  it  should  be  the 
persevering  aim  of  all  school  officers  to  make  the  public  schools  of  such  a 
grade  and  character,  as  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  most  advanced  pupils, 
•  who  may  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  their  advantages.  The  means  are  at 
command.  The  pupils  will  be  forthcoming  whenever  the  privileges  as- 
sured become  sufficiently  attractive.  There  should  be  no  playing  into  the 
hands  of  private  schools,  either  by  intention  or  default.  Private  schools 
ask  nothing  of  the  kind,  or  if  they  do,  they  should  not.  The  public  school 
must  stand  or  fall  by  its  character  and  the  work  it  can  accomplish.  Let 
the  private  schools  abide  the  same  test. 

The  school  boards  of  West  Chester,  Phcenixville  and  Coatesville  have 
labored  with  zeal,  and  somewhat  of  success,  to  make  their  schools  more 
worthy  of  the  patronage  of  those  whose  scholars  are  somewhat  advanced. 
If  there  has  been,  on  the  part  of  the  boards  of  Downingtown,  Kennett 
Square  and  Oxford,  a  resolute  purpose  to  do  the  same,  I  have  not  observed 
that  it  has  been  accompanied  by  corresponding  effort. 

Lincoln  University  — This  institution,  for  the  education  of  persons  of 
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'African  descent,  was  formerly  known  as  As'hman  institnte.  Within  the 
last  year  it  has  been  very  much  enlarged,  re-organized  and  re-chartered. 
From  a  quite  thorough  personal  acquaintance  with  the  president,  Rev.  J. 
N.  Rendall,  Oxford,  Pa  ,  I  feel  well  assured  that  the  institutiou,  under  Ms 
direction,  will  be  an  efficient  instrumentality  for  good  to  a  lo^ng  neglected 
and  greatly  abused  race.  And  £  do  most  heartily  commend  it  to  the  confi- 
dence and  sympathy  of  all  who  approve  its  labors  and  its  aims. 

l^rogrem. — It  is  diificult  to  mark  the  progress  in  a  coanty  so  old  and 
fixed  as  Chester.  Our  school  houses  improve.  Whether  upon  the  whole 
our  teachers  do,  is  doubtful.  Probably  the  general  average  would  indicate 
a  slight  advancement  in  the  mode  of  teaching,  if  not  in  scholarship.  Public 
sentiment  changes  but  slowly,  if  at  all  Whils  it  is  not  openly  hostile  to 
the  school  system,  it  fails  in  many  parts  of  the  county  to  give  its  warm 
support.  Schools  are  established  and  maintained  from  five  to  ten  months 
in  every  district,  but  in  few  do  the  affections  of  the  people  cluster  about 
them  as  an  ornament  and  a  glory. 
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School  Houses. — Whole  number  in  the  county,  171 ;  frame,  157  ;  brick,  7; 
log,  7 ;  built  last  year,  8  ;  unQt  for  use,  26  ;  having  no  out-houses,  25  ; 
with  sufficient  grounds,  167  ;  grounds  suitably  improved,  30  ;  well  venti- 
lated, 71;  suitt'.ble  furniture,  53;  insufficient  furniture,  118;  supplied  dur- 
ing the  year,  8  ; — beiug  the  new  ones.  The  eight  new  houses  are  as  follows, 
viz:  Madison  2,  neat  and  comfortable  frame,  cost  §1,750;  Farraington  3, 
good  frame  houses,  cost  $1,625  ;  Washington  1,  substantial  frame  house, 
cost  $700 ;  Mill  Creek  1,  small  frame  house,  cost  $375  ;  Elk  1,  good  frame 
kouse,  cost  not  known  at  present.  These  new  houses  are  furnished  with 
good  desks  and  black-boards.  Thus  it  will  bo  seen  that  we  are  making  slow, 
but  sure,  progress  in  the  way  of  changing  our  old  log  houses  for  new  frame 
edifices. 

Houses  Needed. — Madison  needs  a  large  house  in  Brady's  Bend,  which 
the  directors  intend  to  build  as  soon  as  possible.  Farmington  needs  three 
new  houses,  to  accommodate  all  the  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
twenty-one.  Salem  needs  a  large  new  house.  The  house  in  the  village  of 
Salem  is  entirely  unfit  for  school  purposes,  and  there  appears,  as  yet,  to  be 
no  effort  made  to  supply  its  place  with  a  better  one.  Curllsville  borough 
needs  a  graded  school,  which  the  directors  intend  to  establish  as  soon  as 
possible. 
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Schools. — Whole  number,  173^ ;  of  these  ten  are  graded,  viz :  two  in 
Clarion,  two  in  Strattonville,  two  in  New  Bethlehem,  two  in  Rimersburg, 
and  two  in  Callensburg.  Number  having  a  good  classification,  158i;  num- 
ber not  having  a  good  classification,  15.  There  are  no  schools  in  the  county 
without  some  classification.  Those  reported  as  not  well  classified  are  in 
districts  where  a  variety  of  text-books  are  used.  Number  having  out- 
line maps,  164 ;  one-fourth  of  which  number  have  charts.  We  have  no 
schools  well  supplied  with  new  and  improved  furniture.  They  are  also  very 
deficient  in  apparatus.  I  call  the  attention  of  all  our  directors  to  the  im" 
portance  of  grading  their  schools  and  furnishing  them  with  improved  furni- 
ture and  apparatus.     Let  us  use  every  possible  means  to  advance  our  schools. 

Examinations. — Whole  number  of  public  examinations  held,  23 ;  office 
examinations,  8 ;  applicants  examined,  196  ;  number  of  provisional  certifi- 
cates granted,  180;  professional,  11;  renewed,  19  ;  applicants  rejected,  5  ; 
average  grade  of  provisional  certificates,  2j'g. 

Teachers. — Whole  number  employed  about  188,  of  which  number  60  were 
males,  and  128  females  ;  total  number  of  entire  failures,  8  ;  number  having 
no  experience  in  teaching,  31  ;  number  having  taught  less  than  one  year, 
5-i ;  number  who  have  attended  a  Normal  school,  12  ;  number  who  have 
read  professional  books,  83 ;  number  who  have  read  no  such  books,  108. 

Directors  were  obliged  to  hire  some  teachers  very  deficient  in  scholarship, 
having  figures  on  their  provisional  certificates  as  low  as  four.  From  thite 
cause  arose  the  total  failures.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  all  our 
teachers,  with  the  above  exceptions,  were  successful,  or  at  least  they  ren- 
dered satisfaction  to  their  patrons  and  the  school  officers.  Some  of  our 
teachers  sought  employment  in  sister  counties,  where  they  received  higher 
wages. 

Visitations. — Whole  number  of  visits,  173 ;  of  this  number  53  were  in 
company  with  directors  ;  time  spent  in  each  school  about  two  hours ;  miles 
traveled,  1,681;  official  letters  written,  172;  number  of  educational  meet- 
ings attended,  18  ;  days  spent  in  official  business,  172. 

District  Institutes. — There  were  very  few  institutes  held.  In  many  parts 
of  this  county  it  is  almost  impossible  for  females  to  attend  on  account  of  the 
distance  and  bad  roads.  Directors,  in  most  of  the  districts,  require  the 
teachers  to  teach  two  days  in  lieu  of  the  institutes. 

Educational  Agencies. — We  have  now  seventeen  private  schools,  em- 
ploying 19  teachers,  and  having  more  than  six  hundred  pupils  in  attendance. 
Some  of  these  are  schools  of  a  high  grade,  and  are  doing  a  good  work  in  the 
way  of  supplying  us  with  teachers. 

The  practice  of  dividing  the  term  into  summer  and  winter  schools  is  fast 
growing,  as  it  should,  into  disfavor.  In  a  number  of  districts  the  schools 
are  opened  early  in  the  fall  and  continued  under  the  same  teachers  for  the 
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full  term  of  five  months.  In  this  case  there  should  be  a  recess  of  two  weeks 
about  the  latter  part  of  December. 

Wants. We  want  a  corps  of  experienced  and  skillful  teachers,  who  will 

make  teaching  a  business,  and  not  merely  a  stepping  stone  to  something 
more  lucrative.  We  want  ten  months'  school  in  the  year,  without  oppress- 
ing our  citizens  with  taxation.  We  want  to  make  the  teacher's  profession 
self-supporting,  like  any  other  of  the  learned  professions.  The  only  way,  in 
our  humble  opinion,  to  accomplish  all  this,  at  one  stroke,  is  by  legislation,  or 
in  other  words,  by  equalizing  taxation  for  school  purposes  over  the  whole 
State.  Some  of  the  townships  in  this  county  pay  twenty-six  mills  on  the 
dollar  for  school  and  building  purposes.  These  very  townships  can  keep 
their  schools  open  but  four  months  in  the  year.  If  we  could  give  teachers 
ten  months'  employment  in  the  year,  and  a  liberal  salary,  we  would  soon 
have  a  large  number  of  men  and  women  who  would  do  nothing  else  but 
teach.  Many  leave  the  profession  in  this  county  because  they  only  get  four 
months'  employment  in  the  year.  We  want  more  primary  text-books  in 
our  schools.  I  find  many  little  boys  and  girls  studying,  or  rather  trying  to 
study,  the  advanced  arithmetic,  large  grammar  and  geography,  who  have 
never  as  much  as  seen  the  primary  books  on  these  subjects.  Let  us  put 
books  into  the  hands  of  these  little  children  that  they  can  understand.  I 
now  call  the  attention  of  patrons,  teachers  and  directors  to  this  important 
matter. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

[No  Report.] 


CLINTON  COUNTY.— D.  Here. 

Houses. — Three  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  (embraced 
in  this  report,)  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  about  $2,500 :  one  in  Beech  Creek, 
one  in  Bald  Eagle,  and  one  in  Pine  Creek  townships.  They  reflect  much 
credit  upon  the  directors,  who  had  them  under  their  supervision.  Two  of 
them  are  very  neatly  finished.  Due  attention  has  also  been  given  to  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  pupils,  in  the  construction  and  arrangement 
of  the  furniture.  Sufficient  black-board  surface  is  also  provided.  The 
houses  are  pleasantly  located,  and  easy  of  access.  The  grounds  are  sufficient, 
and  well  supplied  with  shade  trees  of  nature's  planting.  There  have  been  no 
other  changes,  worthy  of  note,  in  regard  to  furniture,  apparatus  or  grounds, 
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since  tbe  last  report     One  house  was  burned,  but  is  being  re- placed  by 
a  large  and  commodious  atructuro,  calculated  for  a  graded  school. 

Furniture. — One  house  has  been  supplied  with  suitable  furniture,  and 
fire  with  out-line  maps.  Good  apparatus  is  almost  indispensable  in  imparting 
knowledge  successfully,  on  the  various  subjects  to  which  it  relates.  If  the 
mind  is  the  most  important  part,  then  we  should  supply  the  necessary  im- 
plements for  its  successful  cultivation.  Many  of  oar  school  houses  are 
without  anything  whatever  to  attract  the  attention,  save  the  old  sombre 
walls,  whose  very  appearance  is  more  like  a  dismal  prison  than  a  place 
where  lively,  buoyant  children  are  to  bo  educated  and  prepared  for  future 
usefulness.  Of  all  places,  none  deserve  to  be  made  more  attractive  than 
thoise  where  our  children  are  to  be  educated  and  trained  for  the  duties  of 
active  life. 

Schools. — There  are  lO-i  schools  in  the  county — an  increase  of  four  during 
the  year.  Grugan  township  has  3  schools.  (Not  reported  last  year  in  the 
statistical  table  for  Clinton  county.)  No  new  graded  schools  have  been 
established.  In  addition  to  the  bi'auches  required  by  law,  algebra,  geometry, 
Latin,  history,  astronomy,  natural  philosophy,  book-keeping,  phjswjlogy, 
aaialysis  and  physical  geography,  are  taught  in  quite  a  number  of  the  schools. 
The  schools  are  generally  classified,  but  all  have  not  yet  established  a  uni- 
form series  of  books  There  has  been  quite  a  perceptible  improvement  in 
tbe  schools  daring  the  year,  and  the  average  attendance  was  better  than  it 
has  been  daring  the  past  five  years,  which  I  gather  from  the  reports  of  those 
years.  Therefore  we  have  reason  to  take  courage,  and  try  to  double  our 
etffbrts,  inasmuch  as  we  have  not  toiled  in  vain. 

Teachers. — Ninety-four  teachers  have  been  employed  ;  fifty- six  males  and 
thirty-eight  females.  Nine  hold  professional  certificates,  and  eighty-five 
provisional.  The  teachers  gave  very  general  satisfaction.  Some  were 
quite  young  and  inexperienced,  but  gave  proof  of  their  skill  and  ability  both 
to  ti-ach  and  to  govern  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  continue  in  the  pro- 
fe.-5sion  in  which  they  evinced  so  much  promise.  The  greatest  improvement 
is  always  perceptible  in  those  schools  in  which  the  same  teacher  has  been 
eonployed  for  several  successive  terms.  It  is  injurious  to  any  school  to  be 
constantly  changing  teachers  ;  and  where  a  teacher  proves  acceptable  to  a 
community,  and  his  school  improves  constantly,  his  services  should  be  re- 
tained, if  possible.  It  is  better  to  pay  a  good  teacher  $50  or  $60  per  month, 
than  an  inferior  one  $20.     The  best  is  certainly  the  cheapest  in  the  end. 

Examinations. — Number  of  public  examinations,  12 ;  number  private, 
(by  special  request  of  directors,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  teachers,)  12  ; 
number  of  certificates  issued,  90  ;  average  grade,  Ig  ;  on  35,  the  grade  is 
one  and  a  fraction  ;  on  12,  two  ;  on  37,  two  and  a  fraction  ;  and  on  6,  three. 
The  lowest  grade  is  three,  and  I  issue  very  few  so  low  as  that.     I  combine 
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the  written  and  oral  methods.  In  orthography  I  usually  give  from  fifty  to 
seventy  words,  which  every  teacher  is  required  to  write  and  analyze.  I 
then  question  them  on  the  elementary  sounds,  and  their  method  of  teaching 
them. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  were  visited  once,  (except  four,  which  were 
in  remote  parts  of  the  county,  and  not  open  when  I  was  in  the  neighbor- 
hood,) some  twice,  and  others  three  times.  Time  spent  In  school  half  day. 
Distance  traveled  during  year,  1,100  miles.  The  manner  of  improving  the 
time,  during  visitations,  varies  according  to  the  skill  and  experience  of  the 
teacher.  If  he  understands  his  business,  I  simply  listen  to  and  note  his 
"modus  operandi;"  if  he  is  inexperienced  and  deficient  in  method,  I  ask 
permission  to  conduct  a  class  or  two,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  my  method 
of  instruction ;  taking  care,  however,  not  to  seem  to  be  instructing  the 
teacher  in  the  presence  of  the  pupils,  as  it  would  have  a  bad  influence,  as 
children  are  generally  close  observers. 

If  directors  and  parents  would  visit  our  schools  more,  it  would  have  a  most 
salutary  effect.  Their  indifference  is  one  of  the  greatest  impediments  to  the 
advancement  of  our  common  school  system.  I  always  address  the  schools 
at  the  close  of  each  visitation. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Bible  is  read  in  almost  all  the  schools,  either  by 
the  teacher  or  the  pupils,  as  an  opening  exercise.  Some  are  opened  by 
reading  and  prayer.  The  moral  tone,  it  seems  to  me,  is  always  higher  in 
the  schools  where  the  pupils  are  taught  to  reverence  the  Bible.  In  some 
schools  the  teachers  lecture  their  pupils  on  morality  and  its  influence  upon 
their  future  career. 

Institutes. — Our  county  institute  convened  in  Salona  during  the  holidays. 
There  was  not  as  general  an  attendance  as  we  desired  to  see,  but  never- 
theless we  had  a  very  profitable  and  interesting  session,  and  the  teachers 
who  were  present  returned  to  their  schools  better  prepared  to  discharge 
their  arduous  duties.  The  exercises  were  those  usually  conducted  .at  insti- 
tutes. Superintendent  Hollihan,  of  Centre  county,  was  present  with  us 
part  of  the  time,  and  contributed  much  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion. 
District  institutes  were  kept  up,  during  the  winter  term,  in  four  districts, 
with  much  profit  to  those  who  took  an  active  part  in  them. 

Closing  Remarks. — During  the  time  (If  years)  I  have  been  trying  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  county  superintendent,  my  intercourse  with  teachers, 
directors  and  the  friends  of  education  has  been  of  the  most  pleasant  char- 
acter ;  and  in  breaking  off  my  official  relation  with  them  I  desire  to  tender 
to  them  the  effusions  of  a  grateful  heart  for  the  kindness,  hospitality  and 
urbanity  shown  me  during  the  time  I  tried  to  discharge  the  duties  of  county 
superintendent. 

The  school  .system  meets  wilb  very  mirobation  throughout  the 

7  School  Rep. 
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county,  though  there  are  a  few  (and  I  am  glad  to  say  very  few)  who  feeS 
little  or  no  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  that  are  disposed  to  carp  at 
and  find  fault  with  the  county  superintendency.  They  imagine  it  a  sine- 
cure office,  with  few  if  any  duties,  and  of  little  or  no  benefit  to  any  one,  and 
indeed  that  the  system  would  be  nearer  perfection  if  the  superintendency 
were  abolished.  Of  course  any  one,  understanding  the  workings  of  the 
system,  knows  all  these  false  ideas  are  entertained  wholly  on  account  of  not 
having  proper  information  on  the  subject  complained  of. 

In  regard  to  private  schools,  there  are  but  few  in  this  county,  and  I  do 
not  deem  their  influence  at  all  deleterious  to  the  interest  of  our  public  school 
system.  There  are  always  some  individuals  (and  especially  in  our  large 
towns)  who  will  not  send  their  children  to  the  public  schools,  because,  as  a 
general  thing,  they  think  they  are  too  much  crowded,  and  their  children 
cannot  receive  the  same  attention  that  they  would  in  private  schools,  where 
the  number  of  pupils  is  limited.  It  would  not  be  right  or  just,  in  a  land  of 
liberty,  to  interfere  with  the  personal  rights  of  the  citizens,  by  a  prescribed 
method  of  instruction,  to  the  ezclusion  of  any  other. 

The  great  irregularity  of  attendance  might  be  remedied,  in  no  small  de- 
gree :  1st,  by  a  more  general  co-operation  of  parents  with  teachers  ;  2d,  by 
rendering  our  places  of  instruction  more  attractive,  by  supplying  them 
with  neat  and  commodious  furniture,  and  with  suitable  apparatus,  (maps, 
charts,  globes,  &c.,  &c.,)  so  that  the  school  room  would  present  an  inviting 
appearance,  instead  of  the  repulsive  frown  of  a  dreary,  cheerless  prison, 
without  one  attractive  feature.  No  wonder  children  do  not  like  to  go  there. 
1  do  not  think  the  time  has  arrived  yet  when  parents  should  be  compelled, 
by  legislative  enactment,  to  send  their  children  to  school ;  though  the  time 
may  be  rapidly  approaching  when  something  of  the  kind  will  really  be  ne- 
cessary, to  cause  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  contemplated  in  our 
public  school  system.  A  more  general  education  of  the  masses  is  greatly 
desired ;  but  what  means  can  be  most  advantageously  adopted  to  secure 
that  end  ?  If  compulsory  attendance  will  accomplish  it,  let  it  be  done ; 
but  it  is  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  it  will  effect  the  desired  object.. 
The  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number  should  be  the  object  aimed  at. 

The  schools  of  the  county  are  improving  favorably.  1st.  A  uniform 
series  of  books  has  been  introduced  into  most  of  the  schools,  and  hence  a 
general  classification  is  found,  which  tends  greatly  to  their  general  im- 
provement. 2d.  Teachers  take  more  interest  in  their  schools,  and  are,  as  a 
general  thing,  more  thorough  in  their  instruction,  and  generally  try  to  have 
their  pupils  tell  or  explain  the  "reason  why,"  which,  I  think,  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction. 

The  principal  hindrance  in  the  way  of  more  rapid  progress  in  the  cause 
o*"  education  in  this  county,  is  the  total  want  of  co-operation  of  parents 
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with  teachers  in  the  education  of  their  children.  School  visitation  is  also 
very  much  neglected,  which  is  a  great  drawback,  as  the  schools  are  without 
that  extra  stimulus  which  frequent  visitations  always  create.  As  a  proof 
of  the  assertion,  the  greatest  improvement  is  always  visible  in  those  schools 
which  are  visited  most  frequently. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY.— -C.  G.  Barkley. 

Houses. — Eight  new  houses  were  built — in  Catawissa,  one  ;  Conyngham, 
one  ;  Fishing  Creek,  two ;  Jackson,  one  ;  Pine,  two,  and  Sugarloaf,  one. 
These  are,  except  one  in  Piae,  which  was  built  mainly  of  the  material  of 
an  old  house  and  furnished  with  the  old  furniture,  substantial  buildings. 
Notwithstanding  the  erection  of  these  new  houses,  and  the  repairing  of 
several  old  ones,  the  number  unfit  for  use  is  diminished  but  one. 

A  few  years  of  improvement  like  the  past,  and  these  objects  of  derision 
will  have  been  removed.  Though  there  is  a  progressive  spirit  exhibited  in 
the  selection  of  sites  for  school  buildings,  and  in  supplyiug  play-grounds, 
yet  two  of  the  new  houses  have  very  little  more  ground  than  is  occupied 
by  the  buildings. 

In  Bloom  district,  improvement  of  grounds  was  commenced  by  the  placing 
of  a  neat  and  lasting  fence  about  the  ground  annexed  to  the  house  in  which 
the  higher  grade  school  is  taught,  and  planting  shade  trees.  There  are  but 
two  districts — Bloom  and  Montour — in  which  a  greater  number  of  houses  is 
required  In  two — Madison  and  Locust — by  a  more  judicious  location,  one 
or  two  houses  might  be  dispensed  with,  and  advantage  to  the  schools  be 
afforded  by  thus  relieving  the  districts  of  unnecessary  expenditure,  and 
using  the  fund  to  keeping  open  a  longer  term  of  school. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — Nine  rooms,  including  six  of  the  new,  have 
been  supplied  with  suitable  furniture.  Two  of  the  new  houses  are  not 
suitably  furnished;  six  of  them,  though  not  furnished  in  a  costly  manner, 
are  made  comfortable  and  suitable. 

Very  little  progress  has  been  made  in  procuring  apparatus,  except  in  the 
item  of  out-line  maps.  The  directors  of  Benton,  Bloom,  Briar  Creek,  Cen- 
tre, Greenwood,  Locust,  Madison,  Orange  and  Roaring  Creek  districts,  pur- 
chased full  sets  of  Cornell's  out-line  maps  for  the  schools  in  their  respective 
districts.  These  maps  are  furnished  with  comparatively  little  expense,  pnd 
if  properly  used,  will  form  a  material  aid  to  teachers  and  pupils  in  schools 
of  ordinary  grade.  Only  six  are  well  supplied  with  apparatus  ;  these  have 
maps,  charts,  arithmetical  and  geometrical  forms,  globes,  &c.  Seventy-two 
have  none  other  than  black-board,  and  one  has  not  even  black-board. 
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Schools. — Upon  the  close  of  the  war  all  were  anxious  to  retarn  to  the 
peaceful  avocations  of  life,  undisturbed  and  without  fear  of  being  called 
from  homes  and  business,  to  engage  in  the  fierce  battles  of  the  country. 
Consequently  a  very  notable  interest  was  manifested  in  common  schools  by 
directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  citizens. 

By  mistake,  the  whole  number  of  schools  was  represented  in  my  last  re- 
port as  being  one  hundred  and  fifty-two.  It  should  have  been  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two.     The  whole  number  now  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

Examinations. — The  annual  public  examinations  were  held  in  August 
and  September,  at  which  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  teachers  were  exam- 
ined; sixteen  of  whom  were  rejected.  No  professional  certificates  were 
issued  at  the  examinations.  Seventeen  were  issued  after  visiting  the  schools, 
and  becoming  satisfied  with  the  literary  and  professional  qualifications  of 
the  teachers  to  whom  they  were  given.  The  number  of  private  examina- 
tions was  reduced  to  about  one-half  of  that  reported  last  year,  notice  having 
been  given  that  no  teacher  should  receive  private  examinations,  except  in 
cases  where  the  wants  of  the  schools  should  make  it  necessary,  and  even 
then,  under  a  fixed  rule,  that  upon  passing  private  examinations,  certificates 
should  be  one  grade  lower  than  would  be  granted  upon  the  same  apparent 
qualifications  at  public  examinations.  By  this  means,  the  timid  and  artful 
were  urged  to  appear  at  the  proper  times  and  places,  and  be  examined  in 
the  presence  of  the  directors  and  citizens  of  the  district  in  which  they  de- 
sired to  teach.  At  eleven  examinations,  directors  were  present ;  at  seven, 
we  were  favored  with  comparatively  large  and  very  attentive  audiences. 

Teachers  — Teachers  were  more  numerous  than  they  have  been  at  any 
time  since  the  opening  of  the  late  war  and  of  better  grade.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  season  directors,  who  had  not  engaged  teachers  when  there 
was  less  demand,  were  in  a  few  cases  forced  to  accept  the  services  of  those 
who  could  not  claim  to  be  properly  qualified.  The  number  of  certificates 
issued  at  public  examinations,  last  year,  was  only  seventy-seven  ;  this  year 
erne  hundred  and  ten  were  issued  at  the  district  examinations,  and  twenty 
at  public  examinations  afterwards  held  at  the  superintendent's  office,  in 
Bloomsburg.     The  average  grade  of  certificates  was  two. 

Visitations. — Visitations  are  conducted  as  nearly  as  possible  in  a  familiar 
and  unostentatious  manner,  with  no  more  official  character  perceptible  than 
can  be  avoided.  We  believe  the  superintendent  should  not  visit  schools 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  display  of  his  own  qualities,  by  taking  charge 
of  the  school,  and  attracting,  as  ho  may — being  a  stranger  and  having  ways 
peculiar  to  himself,  and  perhaps  riovel  to  the  school — the  attention  of  pu- 
pils and  arousing  a  momentary  interest  in  education  which  the  teacher  may 
not  be  able  to  sustain.  This  coarse  tends  to  form  in  the  minds  of  pupils  an 
idea  that  their  instructor  is  incompetent.     Thus  the  teacher's  labors  are  ob- 
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stmcted  and  in  many  instances  made  wholly  unavailable.  And  upon  sensi- 
tive teachers  it  may  produce  a  discouraging  effect,  terminating  in  much 
injury  where  benefit  should  have  resulted.  Hence,  we  enter  the  school  room 
to  learn  the  ways,  the  wants  and  the  character  of  both  school  and  teacher. — 
Having  done  this,  we  endeavor  by  kind  and  ingenuous  words,  plainly  ad- 
dressed, to  warn  the  pupils  of  the  evil  arising  from  wrong  conduct,  and 
from  neglect  to  attend  properly  to  their  duties,  and  urge  them  to  cultivate 
moral  and  studious  habits.  To  the  teacher  we  speak  privately,  calling  at- 
tention to  improprieties  in  his  method  of  teaching,  and  in  the  conduct  of  the 
school,  and  suggesting  plans,  by  a  proper  application  of  which  the  school 
may  be  more  successfully  taught,  the  moral,  intellectual  and  physical  con- 
dition of  the  pupils  improved  and  his  labor  made  more  cheerful. 

From  one  to  four  hours  were  spent  in  each  visit — the  time  being  usually 
regulated  by  the  wants  of  the  school.  One  hundred  and  eighty-nine  visits 
were  made,  with  an  average  length  of  about  two  hours  each.  In  eleven 
districts,  one  or  more  of  the  directors  accompanied  me. 

District  Institutes. — There  were  only  four  successfully  maintained.  Three 
Others  were  organized,  but  owing  to  irregular  attendance,  very  little  ad- 
vantage was  derived  from  them,  and  the  directors  choose  rather  to  have 
two  days  of  instruction  in  school  each  month. 

Bloomshurg  Literary  Institute. — Under  this  name  an  institution  was 
opened  recently  in  Bloomshurg,  which  will,  no  doubt,  advance  the  educa- 
tional interest  of  the  town  and  county,  and  prove  beneficial  to  common 
schools,  by  affording  a  favorable  opportunity  to  teachers  to  prepare  for  their 
labors. 
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School  Houses. — But  few  houses  have  been  built  during  the  past  year. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  exact  number.  Randolph  has  erected 
one,  Wayne  one  and  Stuben  one.  The  house  in  Stuben  is  a  substantial 
and  commodious  building,  with  two  rooms,  both  of  which  are  on  the  ground 
floor ;  ceiling  high  and  furniture  good.  Many  houses  are  favorably  located ; 
a  few,  very  imprudently,  set  on  low,  marshy  and  unhealthy  grounds. — 
The  ventilation  and  proper  heating  of  our  school  buildings  has  been  sadly 
neglected,  and  scarcely  any  care  has  been  given  to  inclose,  grade  or  adorn 
the  grounds,  or  in  any  way  to  make  them  pleasant  and  inviting. 

Furniture. — Very  few  houses,  compared  with  the  large  numbers  in  the 
county,  are  properly  furnished.  Too  little  attention  has  been  given  in  grading 
seats  and  desks,  so  as  to  have  them  bear  a  proper  proportion  to  the  differeat 
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sizes  of  pupils.  Long  seats,  without  backs,  and  with  desks  attached  to  the 
walls,  are  still  to  be  found  in  some  old  houses.  All  the  schools  have  black- 
board surface  ;  but  in  many  it  is  too  small,  suspended  in  some  corner  diffi- 
cult of  access  or  out  of  the  reach  of  smaller  pupils.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  for 
the  comfort,  health  and  proficiency  of  the  young,  more  attention  and  better 
judgment  will  be  exhibited  in  securing  suitable  school  furniture. 

Apparatus. — Forty-three  schools  have  been  supplied  during  the  year, 
with  Cornell's  out-line  maps,  twenty-six  with  Perce's  magnetic  globes,  and 
a  large  number  with  charts  of  the  solar  system.  A  wiser  investment  could 
not  have  been  made,  than  that,  in  the  magnetic  globe.  It  ought  to  be  in 
every  school.  With  globe  and  out- line  maps  in  the  hands  of  a  competent 
teacher,  the  study  of  geography  may,  at  once,  be  made  interesting,  and  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  it  more  readily  acquired.  The  attention  of  directors 
and  citizens  is  kindly  invited  to  the  importance  of  having  all  our  schools 
furnished  with  maps,  charts,  globes  and  other  apparatus,  necessary  for  il- 
lustrating the  various  branches  required  to  be  taught.  Money  cannot  be 
expended  for  a  more  useful  purpose. 

Schools. — There  are  three  hundred  and  fifty-one  schools,  of  which  forty- 
seven  are  graded.  Two  were  graded  during  the  year.  Nearly  all  are 
supplied  with  a  uniformity  of  text-books,  and  are  about  as  well  classified 
as  circumstances  will  permit.  Some  of  the  graded  schools  are  too  mucb 
crowded,  especially  those  of  Meadville  and  Titusville, 

The  rapid  growth  of  Meadville  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  enlarge  their 
school  accommodations,  and  we  are  assured  this  will  soon  be  done  by  the 
erection  of  spacious  and  substantial  buildings.  Two  large  and  beautiful 
sites,  one  in  the  North  and  the  other  in  the  South  ward,  have  already  been 
procured,  both  of  which  are  inclosed  and  surrounded  with  shade  trees. 
Titusville  has  not  only  had  a  very  rapid  increase  in  population  to  provide 
for,  but  had  to  procure  rooms,  under  unfavorable  circumstances,  to  supply 
the  place  of  those  lost  in  the  destruction  of  the  principal  school  building  by 
fire.  This  building  will  soon  be  re-placed  by  a  much  more  durable  and 
commodious  one. 

Teachers. — A  large  proportion  of  our  most  skillful  and  successful  teachers 
have  quit  the  profession,  and  gone  into  other  and  more  remunerative  em- 
ployments, leaving  their  places  to  be  filled  by  the  young  and  inexperienced  ; 
hence,  many  of  our  schools  have  not  made  that  progress  that  has  been  ex- 
pected or  that  has  been  desired.  The  salaries,  generally  ofi'ered,  will  not 
command  teachers  of  necessary  talent  and  ability,  nor  will  they  justify  the 
requisite  expenditures  for  adequate  preparations.  That  teacher  who  can 
get  fifty,  eighty  or  one  hundred  dollars  per  month  in  other  business,  will 
not  remain  in  the  school  room  for  ten,  twenty  or  thirty.  Surely  our  people 
ought  to  understand  this. 
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Examinations.  —  Forty-three  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which 
four  hundred  and  fifty-one  applicants  were  inspected ;  of  these,  four  hundred 
received  provisional  certificates,  and  fifty-one  were  rejected.  Some  private 
examinations  were  held  by  request  of  directors,  a  few  certificates  were  re- 
newed, and  three  endorsed.  Lowest  figure  on  certificate  four ;  average 
grade  two  and  one -half.  Examinations,  for  the  most  part,  oral.  One  pro- 
fessional certificate  granted. 

Visitations. — I  visited  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  schools ;  a  number 
was  visited  by  Mr.  Stewart.  In  my  visitations,  I  allowed  teachers  to 
pursue  their  usual  course  of  recitations,  and  asked  such  questions  after  each 
as  I  thought  proper.  I  adopted  this  method,  because  I  conceived  it  the 
better  way  to  ascertain  the  teacher's  skill  in  imparting  instruction,  his  ability 
io  interest  and  govern ;  also,  to  learn  something  of  the  progress  and 
thoroughness  of  the  pupils,  and  consequently,  knew  better  what  advice  to 
give  and  what  suggestions  to  make.  I  generally  closed  my  visitations  by 
a  short  address  to  the  school. 

District  Institutes. — Of  these  I  cannot  make  a  favorable  report,  there 
having  been  but  few  held  during  the  year.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  so 
little  attention  has  been  given  to  these  very  important  auxiliaries  to  the 
tejicher's  profession,  both  by  teachers  and  by  directors.  I  cannot  but  think, 
however,  that  institutes  are  generally  looked  upon  with  favor,  and  that  the 
reason  why  they  do  not  meet  with  a  more  hearty  support,  is  owing  to  the 
fact  that  nearly  all  our  teachers  are  females,  and  cannot,  under  many  cir- 
cumstances, very  well  attend  such  meetings. 

The  County  institwte  convened  at  Linesville,  May  1,  and  continued  in 
session  four  days.  The  lecturers  in  attendance  were  Mr.  Bates,  Deputy 
State  Superintendent,  Rev.  Grassie,  of  Edinboro',  Erie  county,  and  Prof. 
Marvin,  of  Allegheny  college.  Mr.  Bates  was  with  us  during  one  day, 
and  rendered  important  aid.  A  large  number  of  teachers  and  citizens  were 
present,  many  of  whom  took  an  active  part  in  the  exercises.  This  institute 
was  made  a  practical  one  ;  and  all  left  with  a  feeling  that  it  had  been  pleasant 
and  profitable ;  that  something  had  been  said  and  done  worthy  of  the  occa- 
sion ;  something  to  encourage,  inspire  and  aid  the  teacher  in  his  noble,  but 
arduous  and  responsible  work. 

Remarks  and  Suggestions. — The  practice  of  "  boarding  around,"  adhered 
to  in  this  county,  I  cannot  but  believe  detrimental,  not  only  to  the  health 
of  the  teacher,  but  an  impediment  in  the  way  of  his  requisite  daily  prepara- 
tions for  the  school  room,  and  consequently  of  the  progress  of  the  school. 
Give  the  teacher  a  permanent  boarding  place,  a  home  for  the  time,  where 
he  can  devote  his  leisure  hours  to  self-impj ovement,  to  a  review  of  the  reci- 
tations of  the  following  day,  so  as  to  thereby  familiarize  himself  with  the 
work  before  him,  make  it  more  interesting  and  intelligible,  and  he  can  hardly 
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fail.  It  is  not  the  teacher  that  can  please  the  ears  of  parents  and  children 
at  home  we  want ;  but  the  teacher  that  is  effectual  in  the  school,  that  can 
move  it  onward  and  upward.  A  reform  in  the  method  of  employing  teachers 
is  very  much  needed.  In  too  many  districts,  scarcely  any  diiiereuce  has 
been  made  in  the  salaries  of  those  well  qualified,  and  those  who  are  in- 
competent ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  many  are  employed,  without  even 
being  required  to  present  a  certificate.  All  this  is  wrong — unjust  xo  those 
who  have  expended  time  and  money  to  fit  themselves  for  their  profession, 
and  offers  no  inducement  to  others  to  become  proficient  instructors.  For 
the  encouragement  of  our  youth  and  those  who  teach  them,  to  secure  a 
more  general  attendance,  better  government,  and  greater  proficiency  in  our 
schools,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  have  a  more  hearty,  intelligent 
B-nd  active  co-operation,  not  only  of  directors,  but  more  especially  of  parents. 
Let  them  manifest  a  greater  interest  in  the  young,  by  more  frequent  visita- 
tions, by  a  more  willing  support  of  the  teacher ;  let  them  see  to  it,  that 
their  children  are  properly  advised  at  home,  as  to  their  decorum  and  duty 
to  the  teacher ;  that  a  rational  incentive  to  learn  be  placed  before  them,  and 
we  shall  not  have  so  many  disappointed  expectations  of  those  growing  up 
to  manhood  and  womanhood. 

For  the  aid  and  kindness  of  directors,  teachers  and  citizens,  I  feel  thank* 
ful,  and  only  wish  that  during  my  short  term  of  service,  I  could  have  dono 
more  for  the  cause  of  education. 
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Houses. — Four  elegant  brick  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year ; 
one  in  East  Pennsboro',  at  a  cost  of  about  $2,500  ;  one  in  Middlesex  ;  one 
in  Silver  Spring,  and  one  in  Southampton,  each  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,800. 
The  directors  in  these  districts  certainly  deserve  credit  for  the  noble  struc- 
tures reared  under  their  supervision  ;  but  many  boards  have,  as  it  were,  a 
fifth  wheel.  This  fifth  wheel  party  believes  that  railroads  could  be  dis- 
pensed with  ;  that  it  is  easier  to  pitch  hay  on  sleds  than  on  wagons  ;  that 
wooden  plows  break- clods  better  than  iron  plows  ;  that  photography  is  the 
work  of  the  devil,  because  the  Scripture  says,  "  Thou  shalt  make  no  image," 
&c. ;  that  to  make  a  dollar  and  keep  it  is  the  "  chief  end  of  man ;"  that  to 
teach  a  pupil  more  than  the  three  R's  (readin',  ritin'  and  'rithmetic)  is  pre- 
paring him  to  steal  the  dollar  from  you.  This  fifth  wheel  party  objects  to 
modern  school  houses,  to  putting  heaters  into  the  basement,  because  "it  re- 
quires two  men  to  attend  it."  *They  have  a^hundred  retrospective  ideas 
about  the  "Old  Log,"  to  which  they  used  to  go  when  they  were  boys,  and 
believe  that  modern  school  houses  are  an  innovation.     They  also  believe 
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that  one-eighth  of  an  acre  of  land  sufficient  for  play  ground,  or  if  they  can 
secure  a  piece  40  feet  square,  "where  two  roads  meet,"  and  when  they  can  fence 
the  house  out  instead  of  in  they  prefer  it.  If  it  were  not  for  this  party  the 
schools  of  Cumberland  might  be  far  in  advance  of  what  they  now  are.  But 
notwithstanding  the  obstacles  and  difficulties  with  which  we  have  to  con- 
tend, good  brick  edifices  are  now  found  in  every  township  and  borough  in 
the  county,  and  the  schools  and  teachers  in  them  will,  I  think,  compare 
very  favorably  with  any  in  the  State.  I  would  here  state  that  as  Carlisle 
is  independent,  nothing  in  this  report  refers  to  it.  There  are  163  houses  in 
the  county  ;  104  of  which  are  brick,  27  frame,  17  log  and  15  stone.  We 
have  a  few  houses  yet  that  are  not  so  good  as  might  be  desired,  but  direc- 
tors are  now  making  arrangements  to  remove  several  of  them  during  the 
summer.  Several  academies  and  female  seminaries  are  now  in  operation 
in  this  county,  which,  if  they  were  of  the  proper  grade,  might  be  instru- 
mental in  accomplishing  an  incalculable  amount  of  good.  We  need  a  good 
academy  and  a  Normal  school ;  but  I  believe  when  private  individuals  take 
the  children  of  the  State  to  educate,  that  the  State  has  a  right  to  demand 
that  said  private  schools  fill  certain  requirements.  Some  of  them  now  issue 
circulars  that  do  not  contain  a  word  of  truth,  stating  that  philosophy,  chemis- 
try, &c.,  are  taught  by  the  use  of  apparatus,  when  there  is  not  a  piece 
about  the  institution  except  a  perpetual  gasometer,  which  is  inseparably 
connected  with  the  principal,  and  a  black-board,  6  feet  long  and  3  wide,  one 
end  of  which  is  on  the  floor,  three  feet  from  the  petition  against  which  it 
leans.  I  think  the  standard  of  these  schools  should  be  elevated  so  as  to 
bring  them  between  common  schools  and  colleges,  both  of  which  are  now 
in  advance  of  them. 

The  best  plan  to  secure  regular  attendance  at  school  is  to  make  tbem 
worthy  of  being  attended.  Under  the  present  arrangement  I  would  op- 
pose compulsory  attendance,  because  I  consider  it  a  positive  injury  to  chil- 
dren to  go  to  some  teachers,  who  are  now  employed  by  directors,  who  are 
not  very  favorably  impressed  with  any  kind  of  schools,  and  who  can  neither 
read  nor  write  well.  If  directors  were  sworn,  and  scholarship  made  the 
teet  of  eligibility,  it  would  be  otherwise,  but  even  then  it  would  be  doubtful. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — A  few  houses  have  been  supplied  with  bet- 
ter desks  and  black-boards.  One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  sets  of  out-line 
maps  are  now  in  use,  30  sets  of  which  have  been  purchased  during  the 
year.     Ellsworth's  charts  have  been  put  into  a  large  number  of  schools. 

Examinations. — Twenty-two  public  and  about  the  same  number  of  pri- 
vate examinations  were  held.  The  plan  of  procedure  was  by  the  oral  and 
written  methods  combined.  The  examinations  were  well  attended  by  di- 
rectors and  friends  of  education.  Out  of  135  directors,  127  directors  and 
850  citizens  were  in  attendance  to  witness  the  exercises. 
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District  Tnstitutts. — These  were  held  in  about  half  the  districts,  and 
were  successful  only  when  live  teachers  had  control  of  them. 

County  Institute. — The  County  institute  convened  in  "  Literary  Hall," 
Newville,  on  the  3 1st  October,  and  continued  in  session  four  days.  This  in- 
stitute, perhaps,  was  one  of  the  most  instructive  and  interesting  ever  held 
in  this  county,  and  was  well  attended  by  teachers  and  directors.  Four 
hundred  words  were  dictated  to  a  class  of  120  teachers,  to  be  written 
correccly,  for  a  series  of  Dr.  Webster's  distionaries,  the  best  speller  to  re- 
ceive a  copy  of  the  Pictorial  Unabridged.  Miss  A.  G.  Blean  secured  this 
prize,  by  spelling  all  the  words  except  14-.  Six  of  the  8  prizes  were  taken 
by  teachers  who  attended  Normal  schools.  Oar  acknowledgments  are  due 
to  Rev.  B.  M.  Kerr,  Drs.  Bates  and  Dougherty,  and  others,  for  valuable 
assistance  rendered  during  the  sessions  of  the  institute. 

Teachers. — The  success  of  teachers  was  highly  commendable,  consider- 
ing all  their  difficulties.  We  have  many  young  and  inexperienced  teachers, 
some  drones,  old  fogies  and  masters.  We  also  have  some  most  excellent 
male  and  female  teachers,  who  are  an  honor  to  the  profession,  but  who  only 
remain  in  it  until  starvation  stares  them  in  the  face,  when  they  abandon 
teftching,  thus  making  more  room  for  young  folks. 

Again,  a  first  class,  experienced  teacher,  gets  only  from  $3  to  $5  per 
month  more  than  an  inexperienced  lad  of  18  summers,  who  has  never  been 
five  miles  from  home,  who  is  possessed  of  no  general  information,  who  has 
even  never  heard  of  "  Page's  Theory  and  Practice,"  or  "Wickersham's 
School  Economy,"  and  who  knows  very  little  about  the  studies  to  be  pur- 
sued or  the  manner  of  presenting  them.  A  well  qualified,  experienced 
teacher  becomes  disgusted  with  being  put  on  an  equality  with  such  ;  henoe, 
leaves  or  rather  is  driven  from  the  school  room  to  seek  a  livelihood  else- 
where.    Seventy-one  females  and  120  males  were  employed. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  read  in  nearly  every  school, 
after  which  many  had  prayer. 

Visitations. — I  commenced  to  examine  teachers  on  the  31st  of  July,  to 
visit  schools  on  the  12th  of  September,  and  visited  regularly  until  the  Hth 
of  March,  after  which  I  visited  a  few  and  attended  some  examinations  of 
schools.  I  visited  259  schools — that  is  all  the  schools  once,  and  69  a  second 
time,  averaging  two  hours  at  each  school.  1  was  engaged  242  days,  tra- 
veled 2,253  miles,  and  wrote  251  ofl&cial  letters. 

Closing  Remarks. — This  brings  my  present  term  of  office  to  a  close.  I 
was  teaching  in  the  summer  of  1863,  when  my  commission  reached  me,  but 
shortly  after  was  prostrated  by  typhoid  fever.  A  few  days  after  this, 
when  the  fever  was  raging,  I  was  informed  that  the  rebel  army  was  in- 
vading Pennsylvania,  that  they  were  burning  and  making  homes  desolate 
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as  they  came  on — still  a  few  days  and  the  roar  of  rebel  artillery  could  be 
distinctly  heard. 

On  the  3d  day  of  August  I  wandered  forth  to  hold  my  public  examina- 
tions, but  schools  were  not  filled  because  the  teachers  "had  gone  to  the 
war."  We  were  de'prived  of  many  of  the  best  teachers.  The  next  fall 
(1864)  Chambersburg  was  burned,  while  I  was  holding  my  public  examina- 
tions, but  schools  and  teachers  were  scarcely  thought  of  for  weeks.  Far- 
mers were  driving  their  stock  back  and  forth,  merchants  were  shipping  and 
re-shipping  their  goods,  and  again  only  two-thirds  of  our  schools  had 
teachers  and  many  of  these  inferior  ones.  In  the  fall  of  1865  (compara- 
tively speaking)  we  had  peace,  but  the  sprightly  and  intelligent  young 
teacher  found  by  experience  in  the  army  that  an  enterprizing  young  man 
could  not  afford  to  spend  his  best  days  in  teaching  a  school  at  $30,  or  even 
$40  per  month,  for  six  months  during  the  year.  Sickness  and  the  war  pre- 
vented me  from  accomplishing  what  might  be  expected  from  a  worthy  and 
efficient  officer. 

Our  schools  are  certainly  better  now  than  when  I  came  into  office,  but  I 
MQ  confident  that  our  teachers  to-day  are  not  so  well  qualified  to  teach  as 
those  we  had  prior  to  the  rebellion.  To  obviate  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing incompetent  teachers,  I  have  labored  zealously  and  perseveringly  to 
establish  a  State  Normal  school  in  the  Seventh  district,  and  I  confidently 
expect  that  Cumberland  county  will  have  a  State  Normal  school  in  the 
course  of  a  year.  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  my  most 
heartfelt  thanks  to  directors,  teachers  and  friends  of  education  generally,  for 
the  hospitality  and  kindness  shown  me  while  laboring  among  them  for  the 
amelioration  of  those  who  will  soon  take  our  places.  May  God  prosper 
them  and  make  them  veterans  in  the  cause  of  education,  may  He  fire  them 
with  the  spirit  of  universal  education,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  only  sure  basis 
of  a  Democratic  form  of  Government,  and  finally  may  he  aid  us  all  to  live 
consistent  Christians,  to  be  perfect  and  upright  men,  for  their  end  is  peaoe. 
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School  Houses. — A  suitable  frame  school  house  was  built  on  Hill  island, 
in  Londonderry  district,  in  place  of  one  destroyed  by  fire  ;  also  a  very  good 
two-story  frame  on  Duncan's  island,  in  Reed  township,  instead  of  building 
swept  away  by  the  great  flood.  This  briefly  records  the  amount  of  build- 
ing for  the  year.  In  the  statistical  table,  accompanying  this  report,  forty- 
five  houses  are  reported  unfit :  some  in  estimating  the  number  would  report 
more,  others  less.  As  a  reason  for  not  building,  the  high  price  of  material 
is  still  urged.     So  much  has  been  said  of  the  importance  of  commodious, 
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well-farnishetl,  well- ventilated,  good  school  houses,  that  it  would  seem  un- 
necessary to  refer  to  the  subject ;  yet  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
injury,  and  great  injustice,  done  to  the  young  in  so  many  districts,  we  must 
still  direct  the  attention  of  directors  to  this  matter,  and  urge  them  by  all 
the  love  they  have  for  children,  to  remedy,  as  soon  as  possible,  existing 
evils.  Why  should  these  children  be  compelled  to  remain,  month  after 
month,  and  winter  after  winter,  in  such  unhealthy,  uninviting,  inconvenient 
houses  ?  Costh/  churches  can  be  built,  with  every  convenience,  to  be  occu- 
pied only  a  few  hours  weekly ;  fine  dwellings  and  splendid  barns  can  be 
erected  ;  then  why  not  be  willing  to  build  good  school  houses  ? 

Ninety-two  buildings  are  yet  without  out- houses  ;  and  many  that  have, 
might  as  well  not  have.  A  proper  regard  for  the  children  should  correct 
this  at  once  in  every  part  of  the  county.  There  are  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  coal  houses.  Much  might  be  said  in  reference  to  sites,  play-grounds, 
improvement  of  grounds,  insufficiency  of  furniture,  want  of  apparatus,  Ac. 
Notwithstanding  what  has  been  done,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  there  is 
great  room  for  improvement. 

ExaminationH. — Twenty-one  public  examinations  were  held  from  August 
12  to  September  16  ;  afterwards  three  more  for  unsupplied  districts.  At 
these  examinations  one  hundi'ed  and  ninety-three  provisional  certificates 
were  granted.  To  March  26  the  whole  number  granted  was  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  ;  average  grade  of  certificates  two  and  one-fourth.  Seventy- 
otie  directors  were  present,  and  three  hundred  citizens.  County  certificates 
were  given  to  Rebecca  Hynicka,  L.  Annie  Arnold,  David  R.  Brubaker, 
Martin  J.  Mumma,  William  Mitchell,  Henry  A.  Earhart,  Sarah  C.  Durbin, 
Cyrus  K.  Snyder,  Andrew  Gr.  Hensil  and  Emanuel  T.  Matter.  Including 
the  teachers  just  named,  forty-four  were  employed,  holding  the  county  cer- 
tificate. In  Harrisburg,  18 ;  Swatara,  2 ;  Mifflin,  2 ;  Lykens,  1 ;  Wicon- 
nisco,  3 ;  Halifax,  1  ;  Upper  Paxton,  2 ;  Millersburg,  one ;  Gratz,  1 ;  Mid- 
dletown,  5  ;  Lower  Swatara,  1 ;  Dauphin,  1 ;  Derry,  4  ;  West  Hanover,  1 ; 
South  Hanover,  1.  There  are  many  teachers  living  in  this  county  who 
are  aiming  to  secure  the  same  grade  of  certificate.  They  have  been  making 
constant  improvement,  and  have  striven  to  give  satisfaction  in  the  school 
room. 

Visitaiions. — With  the  exception  of  Rush,  the  schools  of  every  district 
were  visited  ;  some  twice.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-one  visits  were  made. 
Average  time  spent  in  each  school,  two  and  one-fourth  hours.  Traveled  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  miles. 

District  Institutes. — These  meetings,  by  requirement  of  directors,  were 
held  in  thirteen  districts  ;  not  held  in  fourteen. 

County  Institutes — Two  were  held;  one  in  Hummelstown,  and  one  in 
Lykenstown.     Ninety-two  teachers  were  in  attendance.     There  should  have 
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been  as  many  more.     Both  meetings  proved  to  be  interesting  and  beneficial. 
Messrs.  Coburn,  Bates,  Boyer  and  others  lectured. 

ffarrisburg. — There  is  much  to  do  in  Harrisburg.  The  population  is  in- 
creasing so  rapidly  that  the  directors  are  compelled  to  assign  to  schools 
more  pupils  than  they  desire.  Seven  schools  are  taught  in  rented  rooms. 
Building  lots  have  been  secured,  so  that  before  long  over- crowded  schools 
can  be  relieved.  A  site  has  also  been  selected  for  a  high  school.  It  is 
proposed  to  erect  a  fine,  substantial  building.  The  teachers  hold  an  insti- 
tute every  Monday  evening,  continuing  three  hours.  They  are  striving  to 
perform  their  duties  faithfully.  The  improvement  in  the  schools  is  an  evi- 
dence. Through  the  liberality  of  the  directors,  sustained  by  the  citizens, 
the  pupils  enjoy  privileges  granted  in  few  schools.  Singing,  music  on  the 
piano,  drawing  and  German  are  taught  by  well  qualified  teachers,  employed 
especially.  The  schools  under  the  board  of  control,  as  now  constituted,  will 
be  greatly  benefitted. 

Hummelstoton. — In  my  last  report  I  referred  to  this  place.  The  directors 
were  permitted  to  spend  a  large  amount  in  repairing  the  old  buildings.  In- 
conveniencies  still  exist.  The  sum  expended,  added  to  what  could  have 
been  realized  from  the  sale  of  buildings  and  lots,  with  an  additional  small 
tax,  would  have  been  sufiicient  to  erect  a  suitable  building.  If  the  schools 
of  a  town  are  in  good  condition,  (and  to  be  so  they  must,  as  one  requisite, 
have  the  right  kind  of  buildings,)  the  inducement  will  be  greater  to  locate 
in  it.     As  the  town  prospers,  so  will  the  surrounding  country. 

The  directors  of  Middle  Paxton  should  not  hesitate  about  re-building  two 
of  their  houses.     A  number  of  districts  might  be  referred  to  especially. 

Miscellaneous  Table. — In  the  miscellaneous  table  given  on  statistical  re- 
port  will  be  found  among  other  items  the  following  :  schools  taught  in  rented 
rooms  12  ;  whole  number  of  years  taught  1,207  ;  teachers  taking  educational 
periodicals  60;  with  written  programmes  100;  singing  in  159  schools; 
prayer  in  49  ;  but  1  teacher  employed  holding  the  State  Normal  certificate. 
The  Bible  was  read  in  185  schools. 

Beview. — In  my  report  for  1862  will  be  found  the  views  of  an  intelligent 
teacher  in  reference  to  the  improvement  of  the  schools  in  this  county  since 
the  adoption  of  the  county  superintendency.  I  would  prefer  referring  this 
subject  to  intelligent  citizens  and  directors  ;  and  to  those  zealous  and  effi- 
cient teachers  who  have  co-operated  with  me  during  the  past  twelve  years, 
without  whose  aid  but  little  could  have  been  accomplished.  The  pronun- 
ciation of  many  applicants  during  the  first  term  was  very  defective,  owing 
to  the  German  element.  It  was  the  same  in  the  schools.  It  was  necessary 
to  corifect  this  as  soon  as  possible.  To  a  great  extent  it  has  been  done  by 
insisting  on  a  thorough  drilling  in  the  elementary  sounds.  While  there  is  a 
Germau  pupil  to  instruct,  this  exercise  should  be  continued.     Neither  geo- 
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graphy  nor  grammar  had  been  studied  by  many.  With  few  exceptions  these 
branches  were  not  taught  in  rural  districts.  Many  parents  opposed  their 
introduction  strongly.  Their  importance  was  urged,  and  teachers  required 
to  qualify  themselves.  Now  they  are  taught  in  every  school.  Out-line 
maps  are  in  MG.  There  was  but  a  small  amount  of  black-board  surface  ; 
it  has  increased  to  17,000  sq.  ft.  The  old  method  of  teaching  the  alphabet 
and  orthography  has  been  broken  up.  Children  do  not  waste  years  with- ' 
out  attempting  to  read.  There  was  no  mental  arithmetic  taught ;  it  has 
been  introduced  into  every  school.  Attention  is  given  to  the  principles  of 
penmanship.  Singing,  composition,  declamation,  &c.,  is  introduced  in  a  ma- 
jority of  the  schools.  These  changes  have  taken  place,  although. every  step 
was  bitterly  contested  by  those  whose  prejudices,  owing  to  early  education, 
or  no  education,  were  hard  to  combat.  The  path,  however,  has  only  been 
broken.  There  was  great  want  of  uniformity  in  text- books  ;  nearly  every 
district  has  a  uniform  series.  School  houses  have  been  improved,  and  many 
new  ones  built.  Progress  in  this  way,  as  in  many  others,  was  arrested  by 
the  war.  District  institutes  and  county  meetings  have  awakened  an  inter- 
est in  the  cause  of  education,  and  strong  prejudices  are  melting  away.  In 
looking  back,  I  think  there  has  been  a  steady  advancement.  Thousands  of 
young  men,  under  the  stimulus  of  the  county  superintendency,  have  quali- 
fied themselves  for  teaching,  who  are  now  engaged  in  other  pursuits. — 
Properly  compensated,  they  would  have  remained  in  the  school  room.  It 
is  diflBcult  to  estimate  the  value  of  this  preparation  to  them,  or  the  loss  of 
it  to  the  young. 

Conclusion. — In  retiring  from  the  county  superintendency,  I  again  re« 
turn  my  sincere  thanks  to  teachers,  directors  and  citizens,  for  the  uniform 
kindness  shown  me ;  and  to  the  officers  of  the  School  Department  for  aid 
rendered,  encouragement  and  courtesy'in  all  my  intercourse  with  them. 

I  can  truly  say  that  I  endeavored  to  perform  faithfully  the  various  duties 
of  the  office.  It  was  my  aim  to  induce  directors  to  do  all  in  their  power  for 
the  benefit  of  the  schools  under  their  charge  ;  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of 
parents  ;  to  urge  teachers  to  prepare  themselves  thoroughly  for  the  respon- 
sible duties  devolving  on  them  ;  to  interest  and  benefit  the  pupils  of  the 
schools ;  and  to  advance  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 
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Houses. — The  general  impression  that  the  price  of  labor  and  material 
would  suddenly  decline,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  naturally  caused  direc- 
tors to  postpone  building,  conrecjijently  none  but  those  houses  reported  last 
year  have  been  in  use  since. 
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Furniture  and  Apparatus. — But  one  school  house  has  been  supplied  with 
new  furniture.  The  schools  of  two  districts,  Birmingham  and  Middletown, 
were  supplied  with  Warren's  out-line  maps.  While  very  few  of  the  schools 
are  wholly  without  apparatus,  none  are  so  well  supplied  as  to  exclude  the 
propriety  of  making  useful  additions.  In  my  statistical  report,  I  have  class- 
ed those  having  black-boards,  out-line  maps,  globes,  dictionaries  and  Bibles 
with  the  number  well  supjUied. 

Schools — The  whole  number  is  one  hundred — thirty-eight  of  which  are 
graded.  A  uniform  series  of  books  is  in  use  in  each.  The  classification  of 
schools  in  some  cases  was  very  much  interrupted  by  irregular  attendance, 
the  average  not  being  more  than  one-half  of  the  whole  number. 

Teachers. — One  hundred  teachers  were  employed  at  one  time — thirty - 
three  males  and  sixty-seven  females.  Eighteen  held  professional  certificates, 
and  gave  general -satisfaction.  Of  those  holding  provisional  certificates,  a 
few  failed  and  were  laid  aside,  while  the  great  majority  succeeded  very 
well.     The  monthly  reports  of  teachers  were  better  kept  than  formerly. 

District  Institutes  — These  were  held  in  Chester  city,  Concord,  Media, 
Middletown  and  Radnor,  and  were  attended  by  sixty-two  teachers.  Direc- 
tors were  generally  willing  to  allow  the  time  where  teachers  showed  a 
disposition  to  improve  it.  If  the  district  institute  is  not  sustained,  the 
failure  may  be  attributed  to  the  indifference  of  teachers.  The  teachers  of 
Middletown  deserve  much  credit  for  keeping  up  the  regular  meetings  of 
the  institute,  while  teaching  twenty-two  days  for  a  month. 

County  Institute. — The  County  institute  was  held  in  Chester  city,  con- 
tinuing five  days.  A  number  of  able  instructors  were  present  and  took  part 
in  the  exercises.     Eighty-one  teachers  were  in  attendance. 

Examinations Twenty-three  public  examinations  were  held.  One  hun- 
dred and  seventy  teachers  were  examined,  forty-seven  of  which  were  re- 
jected. Directors  generally  appointed  the  time  and  were  present  at  the 
meetings.  As  far  as  convenient,  the  examinations  were  oral,  making  them 
more  interesting  to  those  present,  and  giving  directors  a  better  opportunity 
to  judge  of  the  qualification  of  teachers.  In  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tion from  the  School  Department,  I  have  discontinued  the  holding  of  pri- 
vate examinations  or  the  renewing  of  certificates,  except  by  special  request 
of  directors. 

In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say,  that  there  is  an  increasing 
interest  manifested  in  the  public  schools.  The  people  are  waking  up  to  see 
the  importance  of  a  proposition  long  since  enunciated,  the  truth  of  which 
has  been  demonstrated  by  the  events  of  the  last  four  years,  that  "  popular 
education  is  the  safeguard  of  the  nation." 
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School  JIoicscs. — There  are  thirty-six  school  houses  ia  the  couaiy.  One 
is  needed  in  Spring  Creek  district,  to  re-place  the  first  house  built  in  that 
township  for  school  purposes,  it  having  become  too  small  for  the  wants  of 
the  neighborhood,  and  entirely  unfit  for  a  place  in  which  to  educate  chil- 
dren. One  is  also  needed  in  Ridgway,  the  county  seat,  the  present  one  be- 
ing in  an  iijeligible  position  as  regards  distance,  and  to  old  to  be  suitable. 
The  growing  wealth  of  Elk  county,  the  influx  of  strangers,  the  establish- 
ment of  large  and  extensive  collieries  and  other  mercantile  and  manufactur- 
ing associations,  in  the  benefit  of  which  the  county  seat  so  largely  partici- 
pates, not  to  speak  of  providing  for  the  educational  necessities  of  their 
children,  should,  we  think,  stimulate  its  citizens  to  erect  a  school  house 
which  would  not  only  be  suitable  but  ornamental  to  their  town.  Five  new 
houses  are  needed  in  Fox  township.  Highland  has  one  good  and  commo- 
dious house,  fully  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  district,  seven  families  com- 
prising the  inhabitants,  located  in  the  centre  of  a  wilderness.  These  hardy 
pioneers  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  benefits  of  education  ;  they  early 
erected  the  present  house,  and  have  only  been  one  or  two  seasons  without  a 
school.  Jones  school  district  is  well  supplied  Avith  school  houses,  and 
schools  are  held  during  summer  and  winter. 

Jay  township  has  five  school  houses,  only  one  of  which  can  be  said  to  be 
fit  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  erected.  The  new  house  is  very 
good,  conveL'iently  located  and  the  furniture  is  suitable.  Beuezette  needs 
two  school  houses  to  re-place  those  now  occupied,  and  which  are  no  longer 
fit  to  be  used.  Benzinger  needs  two  new  houses.  Saint  Mary's  borough 
needs  one  more  school  house  ;  the  building  at  present  in  use,  and  in  which 
two  schools  :U'e  kept,  is  entirely  too  small  for  the  large  number  of  children 
attending.  T-enzinger  and  Fox  townships  have  each  erected  a  new  school 
house  since  my  last  report.  The  former  at  a  cost  of  $2,300,  the  latter  at  a 
cost  of  $800.  Both  occupy  elevated  locations,  are  conveniently  situated 
and  have  ample  grounds  attached.  The  school  lot  in  Benzinger  is  enclosed 
by  a  neat  and  substantial  fence,  has  the  requisite  out-houses  and  a  well  of 
water  in  the  yard.  The  directors  contemplate  surrounding  the  lot  with 
shade  trees  the  coming  fall.  Several  improvements,  the  necessity  of  which 
has  been  acknowledged  by  successive  school  boards,  with  few  exceptions, 
are  still  unaLt ended  to.  These  are  the  supplying  of  new  and  suitable  fur- 
niture, the  building  of  out-houses,  and  the  inclosing  of  the  school  grounds. 

Schools. — J  wing  to  the  scarcity  of  teachers,  and  perhaps  to  some  other 
reasons  which  might  be  named,  there  have  not  been  as  many  schools  kept 
open  as  the  directors  desired,  yet  some  of  them  have  been  kept  open  over 
seven  months  in  the  year  just  past.     I  have  not  found,  during  my  term  of 
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office,  any  lack  of  exertion  on  the  part  of  directors  and  parents  to  have  the 
schools  kept  open  as  long  as  possible,  yet  strange  as  it  may  appear,  that 
while  they  seem  to  be  anxious  to  give  their  children  all  the  advantages  of 
an  education,  they  continue  to  send  them  (in  some  instances)  to  houses  in 
which  they  would  hesitate  to  stable  a  favorite  animal. 

Examinations. — Nine  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  year,  at 
several  of  which  directors  and  citizens  were  present.  Thirty  provisional 
and  one  professional  certificates  were  issued  ;  the  greater  part  to  females. 
Male  applicants,  for  several  reasons,  were  few,  the  principal  one  being  the 
inadequate  compensation  given.  A  few  certificates  were  granted  to  some 
who  could  not  attend  the  public  examinations,  being  absent  from  the  dis- 
trict at  the  time. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  have  been  visited  twice,  about  one-third 
three  times  and  some  near  home  oftener.  There  is  a  desire  manifested  by 
both  teachers  and  pupils  to  advance,  and  in  a  number  of  the  schools  it  was 
pleasant  to  find  a  marked  improvement  in  comparison  with  former  years. 
The  great  draw-back  to  general  advancement  in  learning,  is  irregular -attend- 
ance ;  many  of  the  pupils  remain  away  from  school  more  than  half  the 
time,  and  some  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  session,  while  others  come  one  day 
and  stay  away  the  next,  and  so  on  throughout  the  school  term.  Parents  do 
not  certainly  reflect  upon  the  serious  injury  they  do  their  children  by  thus 
keeping  them  from  school  on  every  trifling  occasion,  perhaps  often  from 
want  of  that  moral  courage  to  enforce  their  wishes,  which  every  parent 
ought  to  possess. 

District  Institutes. — Only  one  district  institute  has  been  held  during  the 
past  school  year.  This  was  in  Benzinger  township,  and  was  regularly  at- 
tended by  teachers  of  the  district.  In  the  balance  of  the  county  none  were 
held,  and  the  reasons  for  this,  heretofore  given,  still  hold  good,  viz  :  The 
great  distance  to  the  central  school  house  of  the  district ;  the  deep  snows  in 
winter  making  the  roads  almost  impassable  for  predestrians,  and  few  teach- 
ers receive  a  salary  sufficient  to  allow  them  any  other  means  of  locomotion, 
and  we  may  add  also  the  scarcity  of  male  teachers.  True,  the  female  teach- 
ers of  this  county  have  always  exhibited  a  commendable  zeal  and  industry 
in  school  matters,  but  they  cannot  overcome  (no  matter  how  much  they 
may  desire  it)  almost  insurmountable  difficulties. 

Books  and  Apparatus. — The  different  school  boards  have  adopted,  where 
it  was  possible  to  do  so,  a  uniformity  in  school  books,  and  as  facilities  for 
obtaining  a  supply  have  increased,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  uniform  system 
will  obtain  throughout  the  county. 

Moral  Instruction. — In  my  last  report  I  stated  that  the  Bible  was  read 
in  many  of  the  schools  at  the  opening  in  the  morning.     This  practice  still 
continues,  and  in   some  of  the  schools  prayer  is  ofl'ered  by  the  teacher. 
8  School  Rep, 
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Iq  St.  Mary'?  borough,  and  in  Benzinger  township,  the  schools  have  always 
been  opened  and  closed  with  prayer;  the  teacher  leading  and  the  children 
responding. 

Parental  Co-operation. — Having  at  some  length  adverted  to  this  sub- 
ject formerly,  and  expressed  my  regret  at  the  apparent  small  interest  taken 
by  parents  in  the  schools,  as  is  evinced  by  their  seldom  or  never  visiting 
them,  I  shall  simply  say  here,  that  no  improvement  has  taken  place  since 
my  last  annual  report,  and  we  can  only  hope  that  parents  may  in  the  future 
see  the  importance  of  giving  more  time  and  attention  to  this  very  important 
matter. 
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Houses. — The  heavy  taxes,  on  account  of  large  military  bounties,  have 
prevented  the  erection  of  houses  during  the  past  year  in  all  parts  of  the 
county.  Only  five  were  built :  One  in  Corry  city,  two  in  Elk  Creek,  oae 
in  Franklin  and  one  in  Wayne.  There  is  a  radical  error  existing  in  the 
minds  of  many  directors,  in  the  selection  of  grounds  upon  which  to  erect 
school  houses.  These  should  be  the  most  attractive  situations  in  the  neigh- 
borhood.    Not  less  than  a  half  acre  should  be  taken. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — There  is  some  improvement  in  these  particu- 
lars, yet  not  as  much  or  as  rapid  as  could  be  desired.  The  ideas  of  those 
who  have  to  do  with  our  schools  need  to  be  improved.  It  is  felt  that  funds 
e.xpended  for  apparatus  are  almost  entirely  thrown  away,  so  that  directors 
and  others  are  loth  to  purchase  much.  Cbartsof  the  "  Solar  System"  were 
placed  in  the  schools  of  some  fifteen  districts,  with  but  little  effect.  But  a 
small  amount  of  apparatus  has  been  introduced,  and  in  none  is  there  a  suffi- 
ciency. A  few  schools  have  globes  and  maps,  but  these,  in  very  many 
cases,  belong  to  the  teachers. 

Schools. — Improvement  is  evident  in  the  schools;  yet  it  has  not  been  as 
rapid  as  could  be  wished  for.  A  few  of  the  schools  were  taught  by  returned 
soldiers,  which  gave  them  a  thoroughness  of  discipline  very  desirable. 
Many  were  taught  by  females,  with  as  good  success,  and  with  even  a  bet- 
ter moral  influence.  The  schools  were  not  classified  as  thoroughly  as  they 
ought  to  be. 

The  causes  preventing  are  want  of  a  full  introduction  of  text-books, 
chosen  by  directors — want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  of 
their  own  responsibility  and  power  and  a  dread  of  opposition  by  patrons. 
Corry  city  has  four  schools.  Several  more  are  wanted,  for  which  the  di- 
rectors are  preparing.  Erie  city  has  twenty-nine,  called  graded.  North- 
East  borough,  three,  called  graded. 
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The  Edinboro'  Normal  school  is  doing  a  good  work,  being  firmly  estab- 
lished, and  prospering  finely,  yet  it  seems  hardly  to  be  accomplishing  its 
real  mission. 

We  have  several  academies  within  the  county,  sending  out  some  practical 
men  and  women.  Our  common  schools  are  not  accomplishing  as  much,  nor 
can  they  be  as  efficient,  until  our  teachers  are  better  qualified  and  more 
permanent. 

Teachers. — Our  summer  schools  have  been  in  the  hands  of  females,  with 
a  general  degree  of  success.  It  is  common,  and  it  seems  necessary,  that 
we  have  a  considerable  number  of  new  apprentices  at  the  beginning  of  each 
summer  term,  but  parents  and  guardians  urge  many  to  enter  the  ©lass  for 
examination,  whose  age,  if  not  qualification,  is  against  the^r  entering  the 
teacher's  position.     In  the  winter  term  a  few  males  were  employedi. 

Teachers  became  quite  scarce  last  fall,  so  that  it  was  with  considerable 
difficulty  that  the  schools  were  filled.  Many  were  called  back  to  the  school 
room,  who  had  not  taught  for  some  time.  The  offering  of  a  better  renumera- 
tion  had  a  tendency  to  bring  better  talent  into  requisition,  and  consequent- 
ly a  better  tone  of  school  operation.  The  causes  of  the  deficiency  was  the 
announcement  that  no  private  examinations  would  be  granted.  No  certi- 
ficates renewed.  Many  teachers  had  been  in  school  for  some  time  past, 
with  either  renewed  certificates  or  those  procured  by  private  examinations. 

I  find  in  the  county  a  class  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates, 
issued  by  former  officers,  whose  qualifications  are  apparently  too  low  for 
the  holding  of  such  documents,  and  whose  operations  in  the  school  room 
are  no  better,  and  in  some  instances  are  even  of  a  lower  grade  than  others 
holding  second  grade  certificates.  Something  ought  to  be  done  to  regulate 
this  matter. 

Our  teachers  are  wanting  in  a  knowledge  of  a  propei-  theory,  and  work 
too  much  without  a  plan  for  operation. 

Examinations. — Two  series  of  examinations  were  held;  during  the  past 
year,  one  in  the  fall,  of  eighteen,  the  other  in  the  spring,,  of  aiaeteen,  makiaga 
total  of  thirty-seven,  in  which  277  certificates  were  issued,  averaging  about 
two  and  a  half.  I  found  it  necessary  to  hold  seven  special  examinations, 
in  order  that  the  schools  might  be  filled. 

My  method  of  conducting  examinations  was  very  much  as  last  year, 
varied  only  in  written  arithmetic,  which  was  by  demonstrations  of  principles- 
involved  in  examples  given  each  candidate  to  solve  by  the  use  of  black- 
board. 

Visitations. — I  have  made  153  visits  in  the  year.  Although  it  is  not  pos*- 
sible  to  spend  much  time  in  each  school,  on  account  of  the  whole  number, 
in  the  county,  yet  I  am  satisfi,ed  that  some  good  may  be  accomplished  even, 
by  a  short  visit. 
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During  my  visitations,  I  have  given  attention  to  the  methods  of  instruc- 
tion used  by  the  teacher,  mode  of  government,  deportment,  order,  neatness, 
attendance,  state  of  house,  condition  of  grounds,  &c.,  giving  instruction 
whenever  I  thought  necessary. 

1  traveled  1,335  miles  during  the  year.  I  was  accompanied  by  directors 
in  only  a  few  instances. 

The  schools  were  more  promptly  visited  by  directors,  in  person,  than  they 
have  been  any  previous  year,  and  a  greater  willingness  to  perform  this  part 
of  their  important  duty  is  evident. 

In  five  of  the  districts  of  the  county,  the  secretary  acted  as  district  su- 
perintendent.    This  is  the  true  way  to  have  visitations  regular  and  efficient 

In  the  city  of  Erie,  H.  S.  Jones  has  acted,  a  part  of  the  year,  as  city  su- 
perintendent, with  ability  and  success. 

District  Insiitxdes. — These  meetings,  since  the  change  in  the  law  regard- 
ing them,  have  become  unpopular  with  directors.  In  a  few  districts  they 
were  kept  up  during  the  winter  term.  In  Millcreek  and  Girard  they  were 
held  during  the  summer  term.  I  held  a  series  of  educational  meetings,  in 
different  parts  of  the  county,  in  the  winter.  The  object  of  these  meetings 
was  much  the  same  as  those  of  district  institutes — to  give  instruction  in  the 
methods  of  teaching  the  several  branches  in  common  schools,  discussing  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  those  used  by  teachers,  &c.  They  were  a  decided 
success,  and  excited  much  educational  interest. 

I  would  deem  it  quite  expedient  that  the  superintendent  spend  a  part  of 
bis  time  in  this  manner.  I  believe  he  can  do  more  for  the  schools  in  so 
doing,  and  thereby  coming  in  contact  with  the  faults  in  expression,  than  by 
only  visiting  the  schools. 

Moral  Instruction. — No  particular  system  of  moral  instruction  has  been 
adopted,  and  while  many  of  the  teachers  feel  that  they  are  responsible,  to 
some  extent,  for  tke  moral  training  of  their  pupils,  yet  they  do  not  seem  to 
use  the  means  at  hand  as  judiciously  as  might  be.  Reading  Scripture  is  a 
very  common  exercise  at  the  opening  of  school  in  the  morning,  but  prayer, 
by  the  teacher,  is  seldom  heard  in  the  school  room. 

It  is  not  only  essential  that  the  teacher  be  of  "  good  moral  character," 
but  it  is  desirable  that  he  be  a  person  of  exemplary  piety. 

It  is  a  great  error  that  some  teachers  have  fallen  into,  that  the  moral  train- 
ing, entirely  and  exclusively,  belongs  to  the  parent  and  the  Sabbath  schools. 

Suggestions  and  Remarks. — I  find,  by  my  observation  and  experience  in 
the  duties  of  my  office,  that  there  are  several  points  in  the  system  which 
needs  special  consideration  and  action. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  re-modelling  of  the  forms  of  certifi- 
•cates,  making  void  professional  certificates  now  held,  and  having  the  time 
limited  in  those  which  may  be  issued  in  future. 
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I  would  suggest  that  the  school  year  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in 
May  instead  of  June,  as  it  now  does.  The  schools  in  the  rural  districts  be- 
gin on  the  first  Monday  in  May — the  year  beginning  at  that  time,  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  dividing  a  term  in  order  to  report  all  the  teaching 
in  the  school  year. 

On  the  whole,  our  schools  have  accomplished  as  much  during  the  year 
as  could  be  expected.  It  is  true  that  there  are  imperfections,  which  time 
and  energy  must  set  right.  Some  of  these  arise  from  defects  of  public  opin- 
ion and  a  failure  to  appreciate  our  system — some  from  a  failure  on  the  part 
of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  work  the  system,  to  understand  and  perform 
their  duty,  and  many  on  account  of  the  want  of  a  thorough  qualification  on 
the  part  of  teachers. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  not  sufficiently  interested  to  cause  their  chil- 
dren to  attend  school  with  any  degree  of  regularity,  depriving  them  of  a  large 
amount  of  needed  instruction,  and  causing  them  to  loose  their  relish  for 
study,  and  forming  in  them  habits  of  irregularity  which  will  abide  with 
them  through  life,  and  most  seriously  interfering  with  their  prosperity  and 
usefulness.  We  expect  by  earnest  effort,  properly  applied,  to  accomplish 
results  substantial  and  satisfactory. 
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Houses. — There  are  several  under  contract,  and  a  much  greater  interest 
manifested  than  at  any  previous  time,  in  building  houses.  It  is  confidently 
believed  that  the  enlightened  view  taken  by  those  school  directors  who 
have  nobly  come  up  to  the  right  standard  in  building,  will  have  a  good  in- 
fluence upon  others  in  whose  districts  are  in  need  of  good  school  houses. — 
In  many  schools,  the  sole  reason  why  teachers  are  unsuccessful  is  because 
the  buildings  are  actually  unfit,  and  frequently  as  I  have  been  traveling 
over  the  county,  the  complaint  has  been  made  that  "  our  children  can  re- 
ceive no  good  in  our  school ;  they  get  their  feet  frosted,  or  the  stove  is  so 
poor  that  the  house  cannot  be  warmed."  Such  complaints  come  mostly 
from  those  districts  where  the  schools  are  with  difficulty  kept  open  four 
months,  but  in  some  of  our  best  townships,  by  such  arrangements,  many 
children  are  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  common  schools.  And  of  course 
in  such  eases  there  is  blame  some  place.  Perhaps  the  primary  cause  for  such 
doings  is  the  wail  that  goes  up  from  those  who  feel  not  much  interest  in 
schools,  and  who  think  that  the  "  loaves  and  fishes"  should  goad  all  for- 
ward. 

Furniture. — The  great  want  of  furniture  is  still  felt  in  many  of  the  school 
houses,  as  will  be  seen  by  tabular  statement.     This,  and  other  wants,  make 
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the  success  of  our  schools  very  poor,  whereas  by  spending  more  liberally,  new 
energy  would  be  added  to  the  efforts  of  our  teachers,  and  pupils  and  parents 
would  cease  their  complaint  about  the  weakened  energies  and  ruined  con- 
stitutions of  their  children. 

Nothing  new  has  been  added  in  the  way  of  apparatus,  unless  by  teach- 
ers, but  all  are  ready  to  acknowledge  the  benefit  of  it  where  it  has  been 
properly  used. 

The  graded  schools  are  the  same  as  formerly  reported,  and  their  benefits 
are  still  increasing.  The  classification  of  many  of  the  ungraded  schools  is 
good  in  orthography  and  reading,  whilst  in  some  few,  the  classification  is 
indifferent  in  all  the  branches.  In  many  schools  the  classification  in  arith- 
metic, geography  and  English  grammar,  is  very  indifferent;  in  many  schools 
three  and  four  classes  are  found  in  arithmetic,  two  and  three  in  English 
grammar  and  three  in  geography.  This  arises  from  a  variety  of  text-books, 
and  a  want  of  ability  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  to  give  the  proper  instruc- 
tion to  a  class,  the  members  of  which  study  different  authors, 

Examinations  were  made  in  most  of  the  school  districts.  Yet  many 
teachers  failed  to  meet  me ;  and  after  three  examinations  were  held  at  the 
county  seat,  still  some  teachers  failed  to  be  accommodated ;  some  of  whom 
afterwards,  at  the  request  of  the  school  directors  who  employed  them,  got 
private  inspection ;  others  failed  to  get  private  inspection,  because  they 
came  without  the  proper  request ;  and  some  even  presented  themselves  for 
inspection  after  they  had  taught  their  term  through.  That  such  a  state  of 
things  exists,  in  our  county,  perhaps  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  wages  are  in- 
suflBcient,  school  term  of  short  duration,  and  school  directors  in  some  cases 
favor  their  teachers,  promising  them  more  than  the  law  allows.  Whilst  this 
is  the  case  with  some,  others  even  go  so  far  as  to  advertise  that  they  will 
hire  no  teacher  who  has  a  certificate  got  on  private  inspection.  These  are 
an  honor  to  the  system.  The  examinations  were  mostly  written,  and  find- 
ing this  method  to  be  the  best,  I  adhered  to  it  in  all  cases,  unless  desired  to 
do  otherwise  by  the  directors  present. 

Frequently  persons  present  themselves  for  private  inspection,  so  that  they 
may  teach  select  school  in  some  of  the  public  school  houses.  In  such  cases 
I  feel  obliged  to  deny  the  applicant  the  inspection  requested. 

Several  of  our  teachers  are  leaving  the  work  every  year,  and  new  ones 
coming  in,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  the  standard  of  qualifications  as 
it  should  be;  yet  the  efforts  of  those  who  expect  to  teach  school  for  some 
time  are  commendable,  A  greater  number  of  females  taught  in  the  county 
than  at  any  former  time  ;  and  generally  their  success  was  approved.  Five 
entire  failures  occurred  in  the  county,  mostly  resulting  from  want  of  ability 
to  keep  order. 

This  closes  my  oflBcial  connection  with  the  schools  and  school  officers  of 
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the  county.  And  in  closing  this  connection,  I  can  say  that  I  have  generally 
had  the  co-operation  of  officers  and  teachers,  and  have  found  them  kind,  and 
always  expressing  a  willingness  to  go  much  farther  in  the  school  interests 
than  they  have  done  heretofore  ;  and  their  promises  are  being  filled  so 
much  that  school  matters  are  taking  another  turn  in  many  townships.  I 
claim  no  merit  for  these  changes  for  the  better,  but  know  that  the  people 
and  school  directors  are  entitled  to  the  thanks.  I  may  have  made  mistakes 
in  my  policy  in  regard  to  school  matters  ;  if  so,  I  ask  forgiveness  and  a  hearty 
co-operation  with  the  plans  of  tfay  successor. 

With  the  State  Department  I  have  had  a  good  understanding,  the  State 
Superintendent  always  being  prompt  in  giving  me  counsel  and  information 
when  asked  for. 
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School  Houses. — There  have  been  none  built  during  the  year.  One  is  now 
under  contract  in  Tionesta  district,  which  bids  fair  to  be  a  credit  to  the 
district.  At  present  there  is  no  school  house  in  this  township,  but  plea- 
sant and  comfortable  rooms  have  been  provided  in  private  houses.  New 
houses  should  have  been  built  in  other  districts,  but  directors  have  thought 
best  to  repair  old  ones  for  the  present. 

Furniture  and  Apijaratus. — The  schools  are  all  supplied  with  black-boards, 
four  with  charts,  out-line  maps,  &c  ,  and  two  with  globes,  charts,  maps,  &c. 
One  school  has  been  graded  during  the  year,  and  the  others  are  well  classi- 
fied. Our  teachers  all  gave  good  satisfaction ;  one  male  and  twelve  females  ; 
two  holding  profesional  certificates,  and  the  lowest  figure  on  provisional 
certificates  three ;  average  one  and  one-half ;  and  I  think,  in  point  of  pro- 
gress, our  schools  will  compare  favorably  with  schools  in  adjoining  counties. 

The  Bible  was  read  in  all  the  schools,  and  moral  instruction  given.  There 
were  several  institutes  held  during  the  year,  but  were  poorly  attended. 
Owing  to  the  distance  between  the  schools  being  so  great,  they  were  aban- 
doned in  all  the  districts  save  one.  There  were  four  months'  summer 
school  and  four  months  in  winter.  Some  prefer  summer  schools,  as  the 
children  are  small,  and  can  better  attend  in  summer. 

Examinations. — It  is  impossible  to  have  all  our  examinations  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  school  boards,  as  our  teachers,  with  one  exception,  come  from 
a  distance,  and  seldom  two  at  any  one  time,  but  are  generally  in  the  pre- 
sence of  one  or  more  of  the  board,  and  have  been  satisfactory,  I  believe,  to 
the  district.     Examinations  were  both  theoretical  and  practical. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  were  visited  monthly,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions.    One  or  two  were  having  a  short  vacation  at  the  time  I  was  making 
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my  visiting  tour,  and  w^as  prevented  from  visiting  one  school  twice  on  ac- 
count of  high  water  ;  and  in  some  instances  was  accompanied  with  some 
one  of  the  directors. 

Remarks. — I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  schools,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, have  made  greater  progress  than  in  any  year  previous — in  one  or  two 
instances  greater  than  was  even  hoped  for. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY.— A.  M'Elwain. 

In  the  tabular  statement,  herewith  submitted,  I  have  reported  231  schools, 
208  houses,  159  male  and  72  female  teachers.  Six  houses  were  built  during 
the  year.  Two  brick  ones  in  Antrim  are  constructed  with  9  inch  walls, 
which  is  bad  economy.  Two  frame  ones  in  Peters  are  cold  and  uncomforta- 
ble. There  are  now  in  process  of  erection  a  fine  building  in  Strasburg  and 
one  in  Fanaettsburg.  These  will  be  a  credit  to  the  boards  of  directors  in 
those  districts.  We  hope,  now  that  the  war  is  over,  all  the  dilapidated 
buildings  in  the  county  will  be  reconstructed. 

Teachers. — I  will  class  as  follows  :  1st.  Those  who  are  ripe  scholars  ; 
■well  posted  in  sound  and  unsound  theories  of  teaching  ;  intelligent  in  gene- 
ral literature  ;  well  skilled  in  determining  the  qualities  of  head  and  heart 
of  those  committed  to  their  care,  and  living  exemplars  of  the  cultivating 
influences  of  an  intellectual,  moral  and  religious  education.  2d.  Those 
■who  are  earnest,  honest  and  well  meaning  in  their  efforts  to  do  the  best 
they  can,  but  who  are  unable,  on  account  of  pressing  cares  and  stern  family 
wants,  to  give  such  attention  to  the  facilities  for  improvement,  which  are 
so  necessary  to  the  teacher's  standing  in  his  profession.  3d.  Those  who 
are  opposed  to  public  examinations,  who  complain  of  a  want  of  interest  in 
their  schools  and  districts,  who  are  constantly  invoking  help  to  elevate 
their  profession,  who  always  urge,  in  extenuation  of  their  manifest  defects 
in  scholarship,  their  rusUness.  These  1  would  denominate  total  failures, 
but  that  they  do  not  fail  to  receive  their  salaries  from  the  directors.  We 
call  VaQvn  failures. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — Little  else  than  out-line  maps  and  black- 
boards, desks  and  benches  are  found  in  our  schools.  These  are  found  in 
nearly  all.  The  arrangement  of  benches  and  desks  is  more  frequently  made 
to  accommodate  night  meetings  than  schools.  This  is  a  fraud  on  the  chil- 
dren of  the  district,  for  whose  education  the  funds  for  building  houses  and 
furnishing  them  are  provided  by  law. 

Examinations. — On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  teachers,  and  the  want  of 
inducements  to  create  a  supply,  not  more  than  one-half  were  examined  at 
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the  proper  public  examinations;  some  fifteen  other  days  were  subsequently 
appointed  in  Chambersburg.  These  examinations  were  seldom  attended 
by  directors,  and  were  less  satisfactory  to  teachers  and  superintendent  than 
the  regular  ones.  Many  of  the  teachers  have  made  considerable  progress 
in  their  qualifications  for  teaching  during  the  past  three  years  ;  others  have 
rusted  and  appear  not  ashamed  to  say  so.  Teachers  should  feel  an  interest 
and  an  enjoyment  in  education,  for  its  own  sake,  independent  of  teaching. 
When  not  engaged  in  their  profession,  they  should  seek  such  employment 
as  will  best  promote  their  intellectual,  moral  and  religious  culture.  How 
incongruous,  to  find  a  teacher  keeping  bar  in  the  same  neighborhood  in 
which  he  taught  school  and  expects  to  teach  again  !  What  wonder  if  rusti- 
ness  should  eat,  as  a  canker,  into  such  a  teacher  and  his  school  ! 

Visits, — On  account  of  indisposition  from  a  severe  cold  and  sickness  in 
my  family,  I  was  unable  to  reach  Fannet  and  Warren  townships,  and  a  few 
other  schools.  This  I  regret,  but  could  do  no  better  than  yield  to  the  ne- 
cessity. I  visited  over  200  schools,  and  some  which  did  not  close  so  early 
as  others  were  visited  twice.  I  found  a  marked  improvement  in  many  of 
the  schools — a  few  others  were  rusting  with  a  rusty  teacher.  The^e  is  still 
much  prejudice  m  some  districts  against  female  teachers.  There  should  be 
gallantry,  or  at  least  civility  enough  in  any  part  of  Pennsylvania,  to  accord 
to  ladies  a  fair  chance  in  this  profession.  A  proper  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  patrons  would  frequently  enable  them  to  teach  successfully  and  accept- 
ably. 

Teachers'  Wages. — I  trust  that  it  is  a  mere  habit  of  thought,  and  not  pre- 
meditated oppression,  that  those  connected  with  the  educational  interests 
of  our  children  should  be  doomed  to  a  life  of  penury  for  themselves  and 
families.  Why  should  not  a  teacher's  profession  yield  him  a  competence 
for  himself  and  family,  if  industrious  and  successful  in  his  profession,  as  well 
as  a  farmer's  or  mechanic's  ?  Why  should  the  price  of  two  pounds  of  butter 
pay  for  one  month's  tuition  of  a  son  or  daughter  ?  Or  why  should  one-third 
of  an  annual  income  be  paid  for  house  rent  for  his  family  ?  We  invoke  a 
fair  and  candid  consideration  of  this  subject  by  the  directors  aud  patrons 
of  our  schools.  If  my  son  and  daughter  are  benefitted  to  the  amount  of 
$1,000  by  the  educational  labor  done  for  them,  which  I  did  not  choose  to  do 
myself,  can  the  teacher  be  fairly  paid  with  $50  or  $100,  while  at  the  same 
time  I  am  enabled  to  lay  up  $10,000  for  each  of  them  out  of  the  products 
of  my  farm,  bought  and  consumed  by  this  teacher  and  others  ? 

Miscellaneous.— In  reviewing  the  operations  of  our  school  system  for  the 
past  three  years,  I  feel  that  I  can  say  with  truth,  that  there  has  been  im- 
provement. I  can  also  say  that  I  think  the  schools  are  generally  in  no  better 
condition  than  they  were  five  years  since.  This  may  seem  paradoxical,  but 
when  we  consider  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  many  of  our  best 
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teachers  abandoned  their  profession,  whose  places  were  filled  with  young 
and  inexperienced  teachers,  the  difiBculty  vanishes,  and  we  find  many  teach- 
ers have  been  trained  and  disciplined  in  the  meantime,  who,  if  no  discour- 
aging circumstances  prevent,  will  now  be  a  permanent  source  of  supply. — 
The  raids,  invasions  and  general  distraction  of  the  public  mind  were  well 
calculated  to  break  down  our  educational  interests.  1  can  congratulate  the 
friends  of  education  on  the  potency  of  our  school  system  to  withstand  the 
shocks  of  war's  alarms ;  and,  now  that  war  has  ceased,  is  prepared  for  the 
fulfillment  of  its  high  mission  to  educate  our  sons  and  daughters.  In  clos- 
ing my  official  duties,  I  beg  leave  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  directors, 
teachers  and  citizens  generally,  for  the  kind  and  courteous  treatment  I  have 
received  at  their  hands. 


FULTON  COUNTY.— Jno.  A.  Woodcock. 
[See  after  York  county.] 


GREENE  COUNTY.— T.  J.  Teal. 

Houses. — The  number  occupied  for  public  school  purposes,  was  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty.  In  my  last  annual  report  fifty-four  were  given  as  totally  unfit 
for  use  ;  but  six  good  and  substantial  frame  buildings  have  been  erected,  to 
supply  the  places  of  these  old,  uncomfortable,  inconvenient  and  dilapidated 
ones.  These  new  houses  are  of  good  size,  well  arranged,  and  have  plenty 
of  black-board  surface,  and  are  located  in  the  following  districts :  One  in 
Washington,  one  in  Wayne,  two  in  Centre,  and  two  in  Richhill,  at  an  aver- 
aging cost  of  seven  hundred  dollars  each. 

I  would  respectfully  appeal  to  the  school  directors  to  purchase  larger  lots 
of  ground,  select  more  eligible  locations,  and  direct  more  care  to  fencing 
and  ornamenting.     Also,  to  the  erecting  of  out-houses. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus  — No  houses  have  been  supplied  with  good  and 
convenient  furniture  worthy  of  notice,  since  my  last  report,  with  the  excep- 
tions of  the  new  ones.  It  is  certainly  encouraging  to  report,  that  greater 
progress  and  advancement  have  been  made  in  the  way  of  introducing  school 
apparatus,  than  during  any  previous  year.  Although  the  districts  have 
been  burdened  with  taxation,  throughout  the  late  civil  conflict,  yet  the  di- 
rectors of  Cumberland,  Centre,  Dunkard,  Franklin,  Jackson,  Jefiferson, 
Marion,  Monongahela,  Mt  Morris,  Perry,  Washington,  Wayne,  Whitely 
and  Carmichaels  borough,  supplied  their  schools  with  globep  and  Mitchell's 
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out-line  maps.     These  in  the  hands  of  an  experienced  teacher,  will  give  in- 
terest and  thoroughness  in  imparting  instruction  in  the  science  of  geogra- 

Schools. — The  whole  number  of  public  schools  in  operation  was  one 
hundred  and  sixty-three ;  and  in  sixty  of  these  the  higher  branches  were 
taught.  In  one  hundred  and  one  the  Bible  was  used  regularly.  The  schools 
are  all  classified,  but  some  more  perfectly  than  others,  A  want  of  uni- 
formity in  text-books  prevents  a  thorough  classification.  Springhill  had  no 
public  schools,  but  there  is  a  fair  prospect  for  her  to  open  them  the  current 
year.  No  schools  have  been  graded  during  the  year.  At  present  there 
are  but  two  graded  schools  in  the  county.  Two  others  should  be  established 
without  longer  delay,  one  in  Greensboro',  and  one  in  Jefferson  borough. 
The  advantages  of  graded  schools  are :  first,  they  abridge  the  labor  of 
teaching  ;  second,  they  accommodate  the  pupil  with  a  more  thorough  course 
of  instruction,  and  third,  they  economize  the  legitimate  expenses  of  educa- 
tion.    "These  are  sufficient  to  recommend  their  establishment." 

Examinations. — Seventeen  public  examinations  were  held  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  winter  schools,  at  which  one  hundred  and  forty-two  teachers 
were  examined,  A  few,  however,  were  rejected  ;  average  grade,  two. 
Some  special  examinations  were  held,  but  the  number  was  as  few  as  possi- 
ble. 

A  tendency  being  shown  by  some  to  evade  public  examinations,  not 
willing  to  let  their  light  shine.  The  scarcity  of  teachers  compelled  me  to 
issue  certificates  to  some,  that  under  other  circumstances  would  have  been 
rejected.  The  mode  of  conducting  the  examinations  was  the  same  as  last 
year. 

Teachers. — The  whole  number  of  teachers  employed  was  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  six  were  males  and  fifty-seven 
females.  The  teachers  were  generally  sustained  and  encouraged  by  the 
patrons,  and,  with  a  few  exceptions,  rendered  satisfaction  to  their  employ- 
ers. Some  failed  for  want  of  proper  qualifications,  and  others,  who  pos- 
sessed the  ability,  failed  by  neglecting  their  school  room  duties. 

The  demand  was  greater  than  the  supply ;  consequently  the  directors 
were  compelled  to  accept  the  services  of  some  who  were  unfit  to  act  in  the 
sphere  of  the  teacher. 

I  would  recommend  to  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  provision  for  the 
^continuance  of  our  public  system  of  education,  to  increase  the  length  of  the 
school  term,  and  grade  the  salary  of  teachers  in  proportion  to  their  skill  and 
ability.  This  would  induce  teachers  to  qualify  themselves  for  their  profes- 
sion. 

Institutes. — In  twenty-two  districts  but  three  institutes  were  regularly 
organized,  and  continued  in  successful  operation  until  the  close  of  the  term. 
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They  have  become  unpopular  with  the  people,  for  the  want  of  interest,  skill 
and  ability,  on  the  part  of  teachers,  to  sustain  them.  Although  it  is  gener- 
ally acknowledged  that  the  design  is  good,  and  if  regularly  attended  and 
properly  conducted,  the  result  would  be  beneficial. 

Visitatiqns. — The  whole  number  of  visitations  was  over  two  hundred. 
All  the  schools  were  visited,  with  one  exception,  and  that  was  not  in  opera- 
tion at  the  time  of  my  calling.  The  condition  in  which  I  found  the  school, 
generally  determined  the  length  of  my  visit. 

I  generally  made  some  remarks  of  encouragement  to  the  pupils,  and, 
when  necessary,  offered  suggestions  to  the  teacher  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. In  many  instances,  while  visiting  the  schools,  I  was  accompanied 
by  both  citizens  and  directors,  for  which  I  tender  them  my  most  sincere 
thanks. 

Meetings. — Ten  educational  meetings  and  special  institutes  were  held, 
generally  lasting  two  days  and  one  night,  each.  These  meetings  were  well 
attended,  and  the  proceedings  were  interesting,  having  a  commanding  in- 
fluence in  moulding  the  popular  mind  in  favor  of  education. 

Agencies. — Special  arrangements  have  been  made  between  the  trustees 
of  Greene  academy  and  the  school  directors  of  Carmichaels  borough,  for  the 
use  of  the  building,  which  has  been  refitted  in  a  style  suitable  to  the  ac- 
commodation of  both  common  school  and  academical  departments.  The 
latter  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  bids  fair  to  do  good  work.  Waynes- 
burg  college  still  continues  to  flourish  with  unusual  vigor.  It  is  well  sup- 
ported by  students  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  annually  sends  forth 
many  bright  scholars  and  teachers,  who  are  ornaments  to  their  profession. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY.— R.  M'Divitt. 

At  the  close  of  the  regularly  advertised  list  of  examinations  on  the  30th 
of  September  last,  it  appeared  that  180  applicants  had  presented  themselves 
for  examination  and  received  certificates  ;  a  number  insufficient  to  supply 
all  the  schools. 

In  order  to  meet  the  demand  for  teachers,  a  larger  number  of  private  ex- 
aminations were  granted  than  that  of  any  previous  year,  and  yet  the  requi- 
site amount  was  with  difficulty  obtained,  a  large  number  of  schools  having 
been  delayed,  for  want  of  teachers,  for  several  weeks  beyond  their  usual 
time  of  opening.  Of  those  examined  privately,  a  large  majority  were  in- 
competent, unqualified  and  would  not  have  been  licensed  but  for  the  urgent 
demand  for  teachers,  and  the  assurance,  on  the  part  of  directors,  that  it  was 
the  only  alternative.     The  number  of  examinations,  public  and  private,  and 
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also  of  certificates  issued,  are  given  in  the  accompanying  table.     The  great 
want  of  well  qualified  men  and  women,  who  will  devote  themselves  to  teach- 
ing as  a  profession,  seems  still  to  exist  and  the  remedy  still  unavailable. — 
The  war  being  over,  and  so  many  of  our  best  teachers  returning  to  resume 
their  vocations,  it  was  confidently  expected  that  the  supply,  if  not  equal  to 
the  demand,  would  still  be  in  advance  of  the  last  two  or  three  years.     In 
this,  however,  we  have  been  disappointed.     So  many  opportunities  have 
presented  themselves  of  doing  b^etter  in  other  departments  of  business,  that 
notwithstanding  the  directors,  in  most  of  the  districts,  increased  the  salaries, 
there  were  not  enough  to  fill  all  the  schools,  and  but  few,  comparatively, 
were  qualified  as  they  should  be  for  their  responsible  duties.     There  is  no 
department  of  business  in  which  there  is  so  great  and  pressing  a  demand 
for  laborers  as  there  is  at  present  for  efficient  and  well  qualified  teaghers. 
The  present  compensation  is  entirely  insufficient,  not  only  to  induce  teach- 
ers to  qualify  themselves  by  Normal  school  instruction,  or  other  necessary 
preparation,  but  also  to  meet  the  increased  expense  of  living ;  and  hence 
many  of  our  most  prominent  teachers,  male  and  female,  are  abandoning 
the  profession  to  engage  in  other  pursuits,  where  industry  and  talent  are 
better  rewarded,  while  others  only  await  an  opportunity  to  effect  a  similar 
change.     It  is  a  fact  that  other  branches  of  labor,  requiring  in  many  cases 
little  talent  and  less  mental  anxiety,  are  far  better  remunerated.     A  fair  in- 
crease of  salary  is  imperative  in  order  to  retain,  in  our  schools,  teachers  of 
experience  and  ability. 

Visitations — The  annual  visitation  of  schools  was  commenced  early  in 
October,  immediately  after  the  public  examinations  closed,  and  continued 
during  the  school  session.  The  schools,  with  few  exceptions,  were  all  visit- 
ed, the  omission  being  in  consequence  of  bad  roads,  or  from  the  schools 
not  being  in  session  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  Some  1,350  miles  were  tra- 
veled in  visiting  the  schools,  and  450  while  holding  examinations.  The  gen- 
eral condition  of  the  schools  was  perhaps  improved  somewhat  since  the  last 
report,  while  there  still  remains  ample  room  for  extended  improvement  in 
every  particular  connected  with  the  workings  of  the  system.  The  number 
visited  and  the  time  spent  in  each,  are  given  with  other  statistics  in  the  ac- 
companying table. 

The  utility  of  extended  visits  is  very  questionable,  although  they  should, 
■  by  all  means,  be  as  frequent  as  possible.  An  hour  and  a  half  is  sufficient 
for  one  visit,  provided  the  superintendent  is  qualified  for  his  position,  and 
if  he  is  not  it  matters  little  what  the  length  of  his  visit  may  be,  his  influ- 
ence is  of  no  account.  The  extent  of  the  teacher's  attainments  go  far  as 
scholarship  is  concerned,  is  supposed  to  have  been  already  ascertained  at 
the  public  examination,  and  it  requires  but  a  short  time  to  determine  the 
amount  of  his  practical  knowledge  as  displayed  in  his  ability  and  skill  in 
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imparting  instruction,  and  in  the  organization  and  government  of  the  school. 
This,  together  with  taking  notes  of  the  condition  of  the  house,  furniture, 
apparatus,  &c.,  the  hearing  of  some  classes,  making  a  few  timely  sugges- 
tions, and  saying  a  kind  word  to  the  school  and  teacher,  is  about  all  that 
can  be  accomplished.  If  three  hours  could  be  devoted  to  one  school,  it 
should  by  all  means  be  divided  into  two  visits,  as  near  the  extremes  of  the 
session  as  possible.  This  arrangement,  however,  is  impossible  in  a  county 
like  ours. 

Furniture. — The  different  varieties  and  condition  of  school  furniture  in 
the  county,  have  been  already  reported  extensively,  since  which  there 
have  been  no  changes  worthy  of  note,  beyond  what  is  shown  in  the  accom- 
panying table  of  statistics.  The  schools  of  almost  every  district  have  been 
supplied  with  out-line  maps,  but  with  this  exception,  which  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  the  importance  of  school  apparatus  has,  to  a  great  extent, 
been  overlooked,  and  its  supply  neglected.  In  too  many  instances  there  is 
not  even  a  respectable  apology  for  a  black-board  presented  in  the  insuffi- 
cient, ill-finished  and  useless  substitutes  pupvided  in  the  place  of  this  in- 
dispensable article  of  school  furniture. 

Neto  School  Houses. — One  new  house  has  been  erected  and  occupied  as  a 
school  in  Springfield  district.  It  is  a  neat  and  comfortable  building,  and  is 
creditable  to  the  district.  One  was  erected  in  Shirley,  and  one  in  Carbon. 
I  have  seen  neither  of  the  latter,  but  understand  they  are  frame  buildings, 
sufficiently  large  and  comfortable  for  the  purposes  intended.  The  last  named 
was  erected  in  the  midst  of  a  comparative  wilderness,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  a  few  settlers.  A  neat  and  comfortable  brick  building  was  erected 
in  Brady.  It  is  of  sufficient  size,  and  built  more  with  reference  to  cleanli- 
ness, comfort  and  convenience  than  to  a  mistaken  economy  in  the  expendi- ' 
ture  of  money.  The  principal  deficiency  is  in  the  seating.  Little  atten- 
tion is  paid,  as  a  general  thing,  to  location  in  the  building  of  houses.  Shade 
trees,  walks  and  flowers  are  seldom  seen,  and  the  idea  of  a  liberal  enpendi- 
ture  in  the  arrangement  of  school  grounds  is  seldom  entertained. 

Institutes. — As  shown  in  the  table,  but  few  districts  availed  themselves 
of  the  late  provision  for  the  establishment  of  district  institutes,  but  from 
the  small  amount  of  favor  hitherto  shown  this  effective  agency  for  improve- 
ments, little  else  could  have  been  expected.  Where  established,  they  gen- 
erally met  with  proper  encouragement,  the  working  teachers,  faithful  di- 
rectors and  properly  interested  citizens  generally  attending,  and  the  exer- 
cises being  conducted  with  spirit  and  advantage. 

Graded  Schools. — No  new  ones  have  been  established,  and  the  subject 
has  not  received  the  attention  which  its  importance  demands.  In  most 
rural  districts,  however,  it  is  impracticable,  owing  to  the  sparseness  of  the 
population".     An  attempt  was  made  in  one  instance,  in  Carbon  district,  but 
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the  grading  appeared  to  be  about  on  an  eqaality  with  the  teaching,  both  as 
near  failures  as  it  was  possible  to  get. 

My  object  during  my  official  connection  with  the  schools  has  been  to  im- 
prove their  condition  and  elevate  the  standard  of  education ;  to  be  the 
teacher's  friend,  and  at  the  same  time  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office 
as  advantageously  and  as  harmoniously  as  possible.  How  far  I  have  suc- 
ceeded, I  leave  to  those  who  come  after  me  to  determine.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  time  was  spent  under  cir- 
cumstances very  prejudicial  to  educational  advancement,  when  the  demor- 
alizing effects  of  our  national  troubles  have  been  felt  more  seriously,  per- 
haps, in  this  than  in  any  other  department  of  life.  Now  that  the  fiery 
ordeal  is  passed,  and  the  nation  has  learned  from  its  fearful  experience  that 
its  cheapest  defence  consists  in  the  education  of  its  people,  may  we  not 
hope  that  a  new  step  may  be  taken  in  the  onward  and  irresistable  march  to- 
wards a  higher  civilization  and  a  loftier  manhood  by  a  judicious  effort  for 
the  improvement  of  our  schools  ? 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  that  wherever  I  have  traveled  I  have  been 
cordially  welcomed  by  teachers,  pupils,  directors  and  citizens.  Their  hos- 
pitality and  kindness  shall  ever  cause  me  to  feel  grateful,  while  remembered 
and  cherished  as  so  many  green  spots  in  the  journey  of  life. 


INDIANA  COUNTY.— Samuel  Wolf. 

The  statistical  report,  though  not  as  full  as  it  should  be,  needs  but  little 
explanation. 

There  were  only  154  visits  made  by  the  county  superintendent,  and  as 
the  directors  in  many  districts  failed  to  report  in  regard  to  the  teachers  em- 
ployed, and  as  only  part  of  the  schools  of  most  all  the  districts  were  visited, 
some  of  the  items  are  not  fully  reported. 

I  have  not  reported  on  private  schools,  for  the  reason,  that  but  few  were 
in  operation,  and  most  of  them  were  taught  by  persons  who  did  not  teach 
the  common  school ;  hence  I  could  get  but  little  information. 

1st.  The  influence  of  private  and  select  schools  upon  the  common  school 
system. — It  is  scarcely  possible  to  have  the  common  schools  open  in  the 
rural  districts,  both  summer  and  winter,  and  as  many  (but  not  all)  wish 
to  have  a  longer  term  than  four  or  six  months,  the  private  school  affords 
ample  opportunity  for  those  who  think  the  term  of  the  common  school  too 
short  to  send  their  children  for  the  part  of  the  year  in  which  there  is  no 
common  school.     These  pupils,  as  a  matter  of  course,  other  things  being 
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equal,  will  excel  those  who  attend  only  the  common  school,  and  thus  they 
will  prove  a  stimulus  to  the  other  pupils,  by  prompting  them  to  make  every 
effort  to  keep  up  with  those  who  attend  the  private  school. 

The  select  school,  in  addition  to  the  above  effects,  if  taught  by  properly 
qualified  persons,  will  furnish  teachers  for  the  common  schools.  The  com- 
mon and  select  schools  are  a  stimulus  to  the  common  school  teacher,  as  the 
teacher  of  the  latter  will  see  that  if  he  is  a  successful  teacher  in  the  com- 
mon school,  he  will  also  be  employed  to  teach  in  the  former  during  the  time 
of  year  that  the  common  school  is  not  open. 

The  teachers  of  the  private  and  select  schools  are  not  trammelled  by  im- 
proper interference  as  is  often  the  case  in  the  common  school.  The  school 
stands  or  falls  accordingly  as  the  teacher  himself  is  properly  qualified,  or 
unfit  to  teach,  whereas  in  the  common  school,  even  good  teachers  have 
failed  on  account  of  improper  interference  of  some  of  those  who  "pay  taxes." 
When  the  common  school  is  more  successful  than  the  private  or  select,  the 
latter  will  conform  to  the  modes  of  the  former,  and  when  the  private  school 
is  the  more  successful  in  imparting  instruction,  the  common  will  shape  itself 
bv  the  merits  of  the  private  school.  Thus  they  prove  to  be  a  stimulus  and 
a  corrective  to  each  other. 

2d.  From  the  above  remarks,  it  will  readily  be  inferred  that  we  do  not 
think  that  bringing  all  our  educational  agencies,  except  colleges,  under,  and 
making  them  depend  upon  the  school  system  of  the  State,  would  have  a 
beneficial  effect,  unless  the  same  latitude  were  allowed  to  exist  as  now 
exists  in  reference  to  managing  the  school,  modes  of  teaching  and  branches 
to  be  taught.  It  is  true  that  the  private  schools  already  depend  upon  the 
common  schools  for  their  support,  and  so  do  colleges;  but  this  very  depen- 
dence is  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  private  school.  Private  schools 
can  no  more  be  brought  under,  and  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  common 
school  system,  than  private  enterprise  of  any  kind  can  be  brought  entirely 
under  and  made  solely  to  depend  upon  any  general  enterprise. 

But  if  the  same  privileges  could  be  granted  to  private  schools  as  now, 
(but  not  exceeding  reasonable  bounds,)  and  left  to  depend  upon  the  com- 
mon school  system  just  as  they  always  have  depended  upon  it,  not  specify- 
ing that  dependence,  and  the  private  schools  could  thus  be  brought  to  be  a 
part  of  a  general  State  system  of  education,  there  is  no  doubt  the  system 
would  work  well.  But  make  the  private  specifically  dependent  upon  any 
other  system  and  we  destroy  the  private  schools,  and  perhaps,  also,  the  sys- 
tem of  which  we  wish  to  make  it  a  part.  And  as  the  common  school  sys- 
tem cannot  be  benefitted  by  the  annihilation  of  the  private  schools,  there  is 
no  necessity  in  thus  destroying  one  of  our  educational  agencies.  It  is, 
however,  I  think,  wise  to  recognize  the  private  schools  as  a  part  of  a  gen- 
•  eral  system  of  education,  but  let  it  be  as  distinctly  a  separate  part  as  col- 
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leges  are.     But  no  State  appropriations  should  be  given  to  private  schools, 
as  they  should  stand  entirely  as  private  enterprises,  or  fall  as  such. 

3d.  Irregularity  of  attendance  can  only  be  remedied  effectually  by  having 
better  school  rooms,  better  teachers  and  better  parents,  and  this  cannot  be 
done  in  a  day  nor  in  a  year.  Where  we  have  poorly  furnished  and  illy  ven- 
tilated school  rooms,  even  with  good  teachers,  children  can  scarcely  be  ex- 
pected to  attend  regularly.  Where  teachers  are  but  poorly  qualified  for, 
or  indifferent  about  their  duties,  the  pupils  in  either  case  will  become  indif- 
ferent, no  matter  how  eager  they  had  been  to  improve,  or  how  well  the 
school  room  is  furnished.  Where  the  parents  are  ignorant,  or  are  careless 
about  the  interests  of  their  children,  nothing  very  promising  can  be  expect- 
ed, notwithstanding  the  room  and  teacher  are  what  they  should  be.  Where 
all  these  requisites  are  combined,  there  is  but  little  complaint  of  irregu- 
larity of  attendance,  but  in  proportion  as, some  of  these  requisites  fall  short, 
so  irregularity  increases. 

Compulsory  attendance  no  doubt  would  do  good  in  some  instances,  espe- 
cially if  the  teacher  and  school  house  are  what  they  ought  to  be,  and  in  the 
abstract  I  think  it  is  right,  but  whether  the  system  of  general  education 
would  be  benefitted  by  resorting  to  such  measures,  I  feel  unable  to  say,  as 
the  evils  on  both  sides  seem  to  balance  each  other  so  well  that  it  is  difficult 
to  determine. 

^th.  When  entering  upon  my  official  duties  in  1863,  the  country  was  in 
the  midst  of  a  great  struggle,  and  the  importance  of  the  war  was  only 
really  felt  about  that  time,  and  it  was  seen  that  for  every  soldier  who  had 
been  killed  or  who  had  died  of  sickness,  another  man  must  enlist  to  fill  the 
vacant  place,  while  thousands  more  must  enter  the  army  to  enable  the 
Government  to  put  down  rebellion  ;  this,  though  necessary,  made  sad  inroads 
upon  the  schools  of  this  county,  as  many  of  our  best  teachers  nobly  respond- 
ed to  their  country's  call,  and  this  continued  till  within  a  short  time  of 
Lee's  surrender  ;  thus  leaving  the  schools  to  be  taught  by  young  and  in- 
experienced teachers  ;  and  even  after  the  war,  when  some  of  our  old  teach- 
ers returned,  but  few  were  willing  to  enter  the  school  room  so  soon  after 
returning  from  such  scenes  and  labors  as  they  encountered  while  in  the 
service  of  their  country.  Besides,  thus  leaving  the  schools  in  the  hands  of 
young  and  inexperienced  teachers,  the  directors,  in  addition  to  the  labors 
already  placed  upon  them,  and  which  never  were  too  faithfully  performed, 
were  obliged  to  levy  and  collect  bounty  taxes,  and  in  this  manner  very 
much  of  the  time,  which  otherwise  should  have  been  devoted  to  the  schools, 
was  taken  up  with  matters  of  a  different  nature. 

During  my  term  of  office  there  has  been  but  little,  if  any,  improvement. 
Some  of  the  schools  are  much  better  than  they  were  three  years  ago,  but 
this  is  in  districts  where  the  directors  were  determined  that,  let  come  what 
9  School  Rep. 
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would,  their  schools  should  not  be  neglected.  But  on  an  average,  but  little 
improvement  has  been  made.  This  lack  of  improvement  was  almost  en- 
tirely unavoidable  ;  it  was  impossible  to  get  good  teachers  for  all  the  schools 
while  there  were  scarcely  enough  of  all  grades  to  fill  the  schools,  even  after 
allowing  many  to  teach  who  otherwise  would  have  been  rejected.  But 
the  war  being  over,  and  all  things  coming  back  to  their  former  level,  our 
schools  will  soon  be  what  they  were  in  former  times,  and  it  is  believed  will 
soon  far  excel  them. 

In  closing  this,  my  last  official  report,  I  must  thank  the  directors  and 
teachers  of  the  county  for  their  respect  for,  and  hospitality  to,  me. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY.— S.  W.  Smith. 

In  submitting  this  report,  it  will  not  be  considered  inappropriate  to  briefly 
review  the  progress  made  during  the  past  three  years.  Previous  to  the 
time  referred  to,  some  districts  had  not  full  terms  of  school,  and  owing  to 
the  continuance  of  the  rebellion,  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  Legislature 
asking  a  repeal  of  certain  parts  of  the  school  law.  Better  judgment  pre- 
vailed, the  school  system  continued  and  an  increased  energy  and  zeal  mani- 
fested itself  in  the  erection  of  new  school  houses,  purchase  of  school  lots, 
and  an  increase  of  salary  to  teachers,  together  with  the  purchase  of  out- 
line maps  in  almost  every  district. 

In  1863  the  enlistments  into  th^JJnion  army,  especially  among  teachers, 
were  so  numerous  that  the  educatiolial  interest,  as  a  matter  of  necessity, 
had  to  pass  into'the  hands  of  females. 

This  chaage  finom  male  to  female  teachers,  on  so  large  a  scale,  drew  forth 
many  remarks,  some  asserting  that  they  could  not  properly  teach  and  gov- 
ern the  winter  schools ;  consequently  this  change  would  prove  ruinous  to 
the  schools.  Others  maintained  that  their  ability  and  qualifications  were 
adequate  lo  the  exigencies  of  the  times  ;  and  proper  encouragement,  on  the 
part  of  directors  and  citizens,  was  all  that  was  needed  to  effect  a  change 
without  one  jot  or  tittle  in  a  retrograde  direction.  Time  has  verified  the 
latter  predictions. 

While  we  claim  reagK>nable  progress  in  all  the  branches  taught,  it  is  with 
pleasure  we  notice  decided  improvement  in  orthography,  mental  arithme- 
tic and  grammar. 

If  a  few  females  have  failed  to  fully  meet  public  expectation,  it  was  ow- 
ing maiuly  to  local  circumstances,  and  male  teachers  have  also  failed  in  the 
midst  of  the  same  surroundings. 

The  high  price  paid  for  labor  in  the  lumbering  districts  induced  some  of 
our  best  male  teachers  to  quit  the  profession,  at  least  for  a  time,  and  engage 
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in  more  lucrative  business.  In  these  districts,  during  the  past  year,  the  salar- 
ries  of  male  teachers  varied  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-six  dollars  per  month ; 
at  the  same  time  they  could  get  from  thirty-nine  to  fifty-two  dollars  per 
month  in  other  business.  This  has  the  effect  to  continue  the  employment 
of  female  teachers,  or  raise  the  salaries  to  an  equality  with  that  of  other 
vocations.  Not  a  few  prefer  female  teachers,  especially  for  pupils  of  a  ten- 
der age. 

It  is  gratifying  to  notice  evidences  that  teachers  are  becoming  more  effi- 
cient, faithful  and  diligent,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Those  who 
fail  to  manifest  a  spirit  of  improvement,  have  little  to  hope  for  from  their 
profession  in  the  future. 

With  regard  to  the  school  system,  it  is  cherished  with  increasing  fond- 
ness, as  the  means  of  public  virtue  and  intelligence,  ornamenting  the  do- 
mestic and  social  relations  of  life,  and  serving  as  great  pillars  on  which 
the  continuance  of  our  government  mainly  depends. 

School  Houses. — We  have  one  hundred  and  eighteen,  in  which  are  taught 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  schools  ;  twelve  are  graded.  One  only  was 
graded  during  the  last  year  ;  the  Corsica  school.  Five  new  houses  were 
built  after  models  found  in  the  Pennsylvania  School  Architecture.  No  at- 
tention is  yet  paid  to  ornamenting  with  shade  trees  or  shrubbery.  Some  of 
the  houses  stand  in  native  groves,  and  might  be  made  much  more  pleasant 
and  attractive,  by  neatly  fencing  the  lots  and  taking  proper  care  of  the 
trees. 

Apparatus. — No  house  has  a  full  supply.  Nearly  all  are  supplied  with 
sufl&cient  black-board  surface,  and  a  set  of  Cornell's  or  Mitchel's  out-line, 
maps,  recently  purchased. 

Schools. — One  hundred  and  twenty-three.  Of  this  number  about  thirty- 
were  taught  by  males,  ninety-three  by  females  ;  the  common  branches  were 
taught  in  all  the  schools  ;  in  eight,  some  of  the  higher  branches ;  in  two, 
the  German  language.  The  New  Testament  is  used  as  a  book  of  moral  in^ 
struction  in  nearly  all  the  schools. 

Examinations. — Twenty-  seven  public  examinations  were  held  ;  they  were 
well  attended  by  directors  ;  in  many  cases  citizens  attendod.  They  were, 
conducted  orally. 

Visitations. — The  schools  were  all  visited,  some  of  thsm  twice,  a  f6w 
three  times.  The  district  superintendent,  when  convenient,  visited  with 
me,  Qccasionally  one  or  more  of  the  directors,  but  the  greater  part  of  tha 
visits  were  without  their  much  desired  company. 

District  Institutes. — Once  in  full  operation  in  all  the  districts,  are  iiow" 
dwindled  down  to  two. 

Remarks. — Many  of  our  teachers  are  poorly  qualified  to  bear  inspection 
on  the  theory  of  teaching.     It  is  hoped  they  will  read  if  they  do  nat  study 
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some  works  on  this  subject.  Such  authors  might  be  suggested  as  Page, 
Wickersham,  Bates,  Northend,  &c. 

The  schools  would  be  benefitted  by  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  series  of 
text-books  in  districts  where  needed.  This  was  strongly  recommended  in 
a  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  county  institute,  and  published  in  both  the 
county  papers. 

Forty-two  professional-certificates  were  issued  by  my  predecessor.  Those 
holding  them  take  no  very  active  part  in  educational  movements;  are  sel- 
dom seen  at  the  county  institutes,  and  many  of  them  have  no  better  success 
in  teaching  than  others  holding  provisional  certificates.  Supposing  many 
of  these  misplaced,  caution  has  been  used  in  granting  so  commendable  a 
document,  and  only  four  have  issued  within  the  last  three  years. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY.— H.  B.  Zimmerman. 

School  Houses. — In  consequence  of  the  heavy  bounty  tax,  in  all  the  dis- 
tricts, there  were  not  as  many  houses  built  as  there  otherwise  would  have 
been.  There  was,  however,  one  erected  in  Tuscarora  ;  one  in  Delaware,  and 
one  in  Greenwood ;  the  first  of  frame,  the  last  two  of  brick.  The  one  in 
Tuscarora  is  a  very  good,  comfortable  house.  The  last  two  were  designed 
to  be  good  houses,  and,  with  the  same  expense,  might  easily  have  been 
made  so,  but  there  were  some  errors  committed  in  their  construction.  Such 
errors  are  very  common,  because  none  but  experienced  teachers  know  what 
a  school  room  should  be,  and  they  are  seldom  consulted  by  the  directors. 
Too  many  directors  think  that  the  houses  should  be  as  they  were  in  the 
days  when  they  went  to  school. 

Furniture. — There  has  been  but  little  done  by  way  of  furnishing  school 
rooms,  for  the  same  cause  that  no  more  houses  were  built.  But  the  dis- 
tricts are  now  all  clear  of  bounty  tax,  we  may  therefor  expect  that  some- 
thing will  be  done  in  this  respect  in  the  coming  year. 

Apparatus. — Very  little  was  done  in  this  respect ;  in  some  of  the  districts 
the  schools  were  furnished  with  out-line  maps. 

Examinations. — Seven  private  and  forty  public  examinations  were  held, 
at  which  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  applicants  were  examined  ;  of  which 
seven  received  the  professional  certificate,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
the  provisional.  Seven  were  rejected.  I  was  compelled  to  hold  from  two 
to  three  examinations  in  each  district  on  account  of  the  great  scarcity  of 
teachers.  It  was  seldom,  indeed,  that  any  directors  attended  more  than  one 
examination,  and  therefore  they  were  not  able  to  report  correctly  the  num- 
>:ber  of  teachers  examined  in  the  district. 
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The  oral  method  was  generally  used  as  far  as  it  could  well  be  done.  In 
arithmetic  and  algebra,  however,  we  could  not  well  examine  in  such  a  way 
as  to  give  spectators  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  was  being  done,  because 
we  had  not  sufficient  amount  of  black-board  surface ;  so  they  solved  the 
problems  on  paper  and  gave  the  explanation  privately.  It  was  also  thought 
best  to  give  to  all  the  same  problem,  then  their  manner  of  solving  and  ex- 
plaining would  show  their  relative  skill.  There  are  many  very  good  teachers 
who  could  do  but  little  before  an  audience  at  a  black-board  ;  while  others 
can  stand  before  the  audience  and  show  off  to  a  much  better  advantage,  and 
greatly  impress  the  minds  of  the  spectators  in  their  favor,  although  they 
may  be  greatly  inferior  to  the  others. 

Visitations. — Two  hundred  and  eight  visits  were  made.  All  the  schools 
in  the  county  were  visited  twice,  except  a  few  that  were  not  open  at  the 
time,  and  some  three  times.  I  spent  half  a  day  in  each  school,  except  in  a 
few  instances,  where  I  visited  three  in  a  day.  Sometimes  I  had  the  com- 
pany of  the  directors  ;  but  for  the  most  part  had  to  make  may  journey  alone. 
In  Lack,  Walker,  Fermanagh  and  Fayette  there  were  generally  some  of  the 
directors  with  me.  I  generally  addressed  the  schools  before  leaving.  There 
are  a  few  schools  where  the  parents  attend  when  the  superintendent  visits. 
This  makes  the  visit  doubly  interesting  and  profitable  to  all.  Such  is  the 
case  especially  with  North-east  school  in  Delaware  ;  and  it  is  needless  to 
say  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 

District  Institutes. — In  one-half  of  the  districts  in  the  county  district 
iustitutes  were  established.  But  I  am  sorry  to  say,  in  most  of  them,  it  was 
a  failure.  Such  meetings  can  be  carried  on  successfully  only  by  teachers 
who  take  an  interest  in  them,  and  who  desire  to  improve.  In  most  of  the 
districts  there  were  not  enough  of  this  class  of  teachers  found,  and  the  in- 
atitute  was  neglected.  Among  that  class  who  oppose  the  district  institute, 
I  do  not  know  of  one  who  would  likely  make  a  successful  teacher  if  he 
were  to  teach  twenty-years.  That  class  embraces  all  the  indifferent  teachers 
in  the  county. 

Teachers. — The  great  hindrance  to  the  progress  of  the  schools  is  a  want 
of  properly  qualified  teachers.  I  mean,  more  particularly,  teachers  whose 
heart  is  in  the  work,  who  expect  to  make  teaching  a  business,  who  feel  the 
responsibility  resting  upon  the  teacher,  who  consider  it  a  serious  matter  t» 
undertake  to  train  the  young  mind.  If  we  had  plenty  of  this  kind  it  would 
be  a  small  matter  for  them  to  become  qualified  mentally ;  for  then  they  would 
labor  and  try  to  improve  themselves,  and  we  should  soon  have  a  host  of 
good  teachers.  We  have  a  few  good  teachers  left,  but  they  are  fast  leaving 
the  ranks.     The  cause  is  given  in  my  remarks  in  the  sequel. 

Uniformity  of  Text-Books. — There  are  many  schools  in  which  a  uni- 
formity of  text-books  is  found,  but  there  are  also  many  in  which  there  is  a 
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variety  of  books  Bufficient  to  terrifj  any  teacher.  This  was  mainly  brought 
about  by  families  removing  from  one  district  to  another,  and  taking  their 
books  into  the  schools.  This  directors  should  not  permit,  and  yet  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  prevent  it.  The  class  of  people  who  are  in  the  habit  of  moving 
about  are  generally  those  who  are  the  least  able  to  buy  books ;  hence,  the 
necessity  of  having  the  same  series  throughout  the  county.  If  such  should 
be  refused  admittance  into  the  schools  until  they  bring  the  proper  books,  it 
would  be  equivalent  to  shutting  the  door  against  a  large  portion  of  the 
children  in  the  community;  they  are  not  able  to  buy  the  books,  and  the 
only  alternative  they  would  have  would  be  to  stay  away  from  school.  But 
how  can  a  uniform  series  be  established  through  a  county  ?  Very  easily. 
Let  the  directors,  at  their  tri-ennial  convention,  agree  upon  a  series,  and 
allow  three  years  to  bring  it  fully  about. 

Labors  Performed. — I  held,  in  all,  forty  public  examinations  ;  visited  two 
hundred  and  six  schools,  spending  half  a  day  in  almost  every  school ;  attended 
eight  county  and  district  institutes;  lectured  from  two  to  three  evenings  in 
each  week  while  visiting,  speaking  from  one  to  two  hours  at  each  lecture ; 
traveled  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  miles,  and  wrote  three 
hundred  and  twenty-one  offipial  letters.  I  lost  but  two  days  from  the  mid- 
dle of  November  to  the  middle  of  March,  traveling  through  all  kinds  of 
weather. 

Remarks. — With  this  report  closes  my  official  connection  with  the  schools. 
I  have  served  in  this  capacity  for  the  last  three  years,  during  the  darkest 
and  most  gloomy  period  this  nation  has  ever  seen.  During  these  dark  and 
gloomy  days,  it  is  well  known,  good  teachers  could  not  be  had  in  sufficient 
numbers  at  any  price ;  we  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  accept  such  as 
could  be  had.  The  result  was,  we  had  many  very  poor  teachers,  and  the 
people,  in  a  great  measure,  lost  confidence  in  the  public  schools.  We  fondly 
hoped  that  when  the  war  was  over  the  old  teachers  would  resume  their  old 
profession,  but  in  this  we  were  doomed  to  disappointment  ;v  for  the  direc- 
tors would  not  pay  such  compensation  as  they  demanded,  and  they  would 
not  consent  to  teach.  If  the  proper  inducements  had  been  held  out  by  the 
boards  of  directors,  most,  if  not  all,  would  have  taught  on  their  return  from 
the  army. 

Although  I  did  all  in  my  power  to  improve  the  schools,  I  cannot  say  that 
they  are  much  improved.  No  superintendent  can  achieve  impossibilities. 
We  have  a  set  of  new  teachers  every  year,  a  very  large  per  cent,  of  all 
employed,  who  are  not  only  inexperienced,  but  who  have  no  heart  for  the 
work,  who  feel  no  responsibilities,  and  care  nothing  about  the  immortal 
minds  committed  to  their  care.  They  teach,  or  rather  keep  school,  only 
because  the  directors  can  hire  no  better  ones  at  the  small  salary  they  pay; 
they  think  they  can  make  a  few  dollars  while  they  would  have  nothing  else 
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to  do.  There  are  of  course  some  teachers  in  the  county  who  are  an  honor 
to  the  profession.  There  are  also  many  very  good  teachers  who  have  quit 
the  profession  because  "it  would  not  pay."  A  proper  salary  and  a  suffi- 
cient length  of  term  would  bring  them  all  into  the  ranks  again.  We  have 
had  so  many  indifferent  teachers  of  late,  that  people  have,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, lost  confidence  in  the  school  cause.  But  who  is  to  blame  for  this  ? 
Certainly  not  the  regular  teachers.  The  directors  will  not  pay  the  price 
required  for  good  teachers.  Is  it  any  wonder  then  that  they  cannot  procure 
them  ?  The  people  are  turning  their  attention  to  private  and  select  schools, 
while  the  public  schools  are  looked  upon  with  contempt  by  many.  The 
best  teachers  are  also  giving  their  attention  to  those  private  schools  as 
they  pay  better  and  continue  open  much  longer,  affording  the  teacher  more 
employment. 

I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  speaking  plainly :  it  is  a  subject  of  vital 
importance.  If  the  Legislature  does  not  do  something  at  its  next  session 
to  put  the  public  schools  upon  a  better  basis,  the  system  must  go  down, 
(in  public  opinion.)  (I  speak  in  regard  to  this  county,  but  no  doubt  the 
same  is  true  in  some  other  places  )  It  can  certainly  be  the  result  of  noth- 
ing but  short-sightedness,  to  expect  the  school  system  to  prosper  under  such 
circumstances.  It  is  not  a  small  thing  to  become  properly  qualified  to  teach 
a  school,  with  the  present  high  rate  of  books,  boarding  and  tuition ;  and 
when  a  person  has  gone  to  the  necessary  expense,  spending  several  hundred 
dollars,  besides  his  time,  what  can  he  make  ?  He  may  find  employment  four 
months  in  the  year,  at  perhaps  thirty  dollars  per  month,  and  be  compelled 
to  pay  fifteen  dollars  for  board.  Why,  little  boys  make  ipore  than  that  here 
at  carrying  trunks  and  packages  for  people.  It  is  a  shame  to  offer  it  to  a 
qualified  teacher.  In  four  months  this  would  amount  to  sixty  dollars, 
which  is  a  whole  year's  income  at  teaching.  Normal  schools  are  certainly 
very  good  institutions,  but  there  is  one  thing  they  cannot  do  :  they  cannot 
instruct  a  teacher  how  to  live  without  means.  Teachers,  like  other  people, 
must  have  means  upon  which  to  subsist.  If  people  will  not  pay  a  teacher 
for  his  time  and  labor  they  must  not  complain  if  they  have  poor  schools. 
Unless  the  Legislature  make  some  great  change  in  the  school  law,  the  Penn- 
sylvania school  system  will  become  a  proverb  and  a  by- word.  But  what 
is  to  be  done  ?  This  is  not  for  me  to  say,  yet  I  will  offer  a  few  suggestions. 
Let  the  minimum  time  for  the  schools  to  be  open  be  eight  months,  instead 
of  four ;  then  teachers  would  find  more  employment ;  let  the  State  appro- 
priation be  at  least  trebled,  if  not  quadrupled ;  allow  directors  a  certain 
number  of  stated  meetings  in  a  year,  and  grant  each  member  in  attendance 
one  dollar  for  each  meeting,  if  any  business  was  done  ;  and  then  have  them 
sworn  into  office  the  same  as  any  other  officer.  Such  are  a  few  of  the 
changes  which  are  necessary.     Other  changes  necessary  can  easily  be  seen. 
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The  wisdom  which  brought  the  school  system  to  what  it  is,  can  easily  carry 
it  on  toward  perfection.  One  of  the  greatest  errors  in  the  school  system  is, 
that  it  confers  too  much  discretionary  power  upon  the  board  of  directors. 
This  would  all  be  right  if  the  right  kind  of  men  were  always  chosen,  but 
this  is  not  the  case.  In  a  majority  of  instances  those  only  are  chosen  who 
are  opposed  the  cause  of  education  in  toto  ;  who  would  tread  it  under  foot 
if  they  could.  In  most  of  the  districts  there  is  always,  at  the  spring  elec- 
tion, both  a  school  and  an  anti- school  ticket;  the  latter  is  usually  trium- 
phant, and  men  are  elected  to  that  office  who  are  pledged  to  do  all  against 
the  cause  they  qan.  These  statements  are  facts,  and  when  the  good  of  the 
public  requires  it,  they  should  be  brought  to  light. 

I  cannot  close  without  tendering  my  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  to  .all 
,those  who  befriended  me  during  my  travels  through  the  county,  whether 
teachers,  directors  or  citizens,  and  I  would  ask  them  to  bestow  the  same 
friendship  upon  my  successor  that  they  »•  kindly  bestowed  upon  me.  And 
now  to  all  the  little  boye  and  girls,  whose  friendly  and  smiling  faces  I  so 
often  met  in  the  school  room,  an  affectionate  farewell. 
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As  usual,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  my  time  was  de- 
voted to  examining  applicants,  visiting  schools  and  holding  inatitutes  and 
educational  meetings  throughout  the  county. 

While  these  duties  are  permanent  in  their  nature,  and  require  attention 
to  every  department  so  that  the  greatest  benefit  may  be  derived  from  the 
schools,  it  is  necessary  at  times  to  give  more  than  the  ordinary  share  of 
time  and  labor  to  a  particular  one  of  them.  Thus  knowing  the  wants  that 
existed  for  more  institutes,  in  addition  to  the  Central  institute  at  Lancaster, 
two,  each  of  two  days'  duration,  were  held  ;  one  at  New  Holland,  and  the 
other  at  Mt.  Joy. 

The  interest  felt  in  them  was  great ;  the  churches  having  been  ciowded 
during  the  sessions,  and  the  amount  of  good  done  was  inestimable.  This, 
the  only  new  measure  introduced,  will  be  continued  as  one  of  the  means  of 
improvement  for  the  next  three  years. 

The  schools  were  all  visited  except  about  twenty-five.  One  entire  dis- 
trict was  omitted,  and  a  few  schools  in  several  other  districts.  But  nearly 
all  the  schools  in  Lancaster  city  were  visited  twice.  Thus,  about  as  many 
visitations  were  made  as  there  are  schools  in  the  county. 

It  is  also  gratifying  to  state  that  progress  was  noticeable  in  nearly  all 
the  districts.     This  was  expected.     Many  teachers  who  had  entered  the 
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army  or  temporarily  engaged  in  some  other  business  during  the  war,  re- 
turned at  its  close  to  the  field  of  their  choice.  The  addition  of  these  and 
the  comparatively  settled  condition  of  our  national  affairs  infused  a  new  life 
into  the  system. 

The  accompanying  statistical  report  gives  a  fair  exhibit  of  the  facts  to  be 
reported  on  as  far  as  figures  can  represent  them  ;  but  there  may  be  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  facts  by  which  they  are  modified  in  the  estima- 
tion, which  cannot  be  understood  but  by  a  short  additional  statement. 

Apparatus. — No  school  is  reported  well  supplied  with  apparatus.  Where 
teachers  mentioned  any  needful  apparatus,  or  where  the  absence  of  any  was 
noticed  at  the  visitation,  such  schools  are  not  reported  as  well  supplied. — 
Those  schools  that  were  destitute  of  every  thing  except  black-boards,  are 
reported  as  wholly  without  apparatus.  Schools  having  only  one  out-line 
map  are  not  reported  as  having  maps  ;  only  those  that  have  not  less  than 
two,  are  enumerated. 

Schools. — The  classification  of  a  school  depends  on  the  sameness  of  books 
used  in  it.  Where  there  is  a  great  diversity  of  books,  there  must  necessa- 
rily be  many  classes.  There  are  not  many  districts  where  there  has  not 
been  a  uniformity  in  books  ;  but  the  last  few  years  a  disposition  prevailed 
to  change  in  some  branches,  and  to  make  the  change  gradual  so  as  to  avoid 
the  necessity  of  much  expense  to  the  public.  In  some  instances  the  plan 
was  voluntary  adopted  by  the  board  of  directors.  In  most,  however,  it  was 
done  at  the  instigation  of  some  book  agent.  While  it  is  proper  that  a  change 
should  be  made  if  it  be  found  necessary,  it  should,  however,  not  be  done  at 
the  risk  of  even  a  temporary  confusion  to  a  school.  New  books  should  be 
introduced,  either  throughout  the  whole  grade  of  classification  in  a  branch, 
or  at  least  in  not  less  than  a  full  class.  The  existence  of  this  practice  is 
assigned  as  a  reason  why  not  more  schools  are  reported  as  well  classified. 

Examinations. — It  is  difficult  to  make  such  a  tabular  statement  as  to  rep- 
resent the  correct  facts  in  every  district.  Teachers  are  not  always  exam- 
ined where  they  will  teach.  In  some  places,  too,  they  have  nearly  all  per- 
manent teachers,  and  yet  if  a  few  are  examined,  and  receive  low  certificates, 
the  character  of  the  district  will  receive  its  tabular  complexion  from  this 
unfair  condition. 

In  the  number  receiving  provisional  certificates  in  a  district,  I  include 
those  that  were  examined  privately  for  that  district. 

Teachers. — It  has  already  been  seen  in  the  foregoing  report,  that  many 
of  the  old  teachers  have  returned  ;  also  the  number  of  males  and  females 
and  their  average  age.  Our  teachers  are  yet  young.  It  would  be  better 
for  the  schools  were  they  all  efficient  and  older.  To  secure  the  desirable 
results,  the  proper  inducements  must  be  held  out.  The  good  of  both  sexes 
must  be  kept  in  the  profession,  even  though  higher  salaries  must  be  paid. 
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No  intimation  should  be  made  from  any  source,  that  either  sex  is  more 
worthy  than  the  other,  to  discharge  the  responsible  duties  of  teachers  ;  for 
by  it,  while  we  encourage  the  one,  we  disparage  the  efforts  of  the  other. — 
We  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  either  sex  has  its  bright  lights  in  the 
profession.  Let  us  reward  these  amply  and  retain  them,  and  thus  do  good 
to  our  youth  and  add  lustre  to  our  cause. 

Visitations. — Every  district  but  one  was  visited.  It  must  not  be  under- 
stood, however,  that  every  school  was  visited  in  every  district ;  some  were 
not  open  when  I  was  round,  and  a  few  could  not  be  visited  for  want  of  time. 
The  number  of  visits  made  with  directors,  means  the  number  of  schools 
which  I  visited  in  company  with  them. 

Institutes. — In  regard  to  institutes,  it  is  sufiBcient  to  say  that  more  gen- 
eral institutes  were  held  than  formerly,  and  fewer  district  meetings.  The 
reason  is  obvious.  District  institutes  flourished  in  every  district  where  the 
agencies  to  give  them  life  were  present;  but  where  they  were  upheld  only 
in  form,  to  comply  with  the  law,  they  failed  as  soon  as  the  act  establishing 
them  was  repealed. 

The  board  of  directors  in  a  few  districts  would  gladly  have  continued 
them  ;  but  from  an  erroneous  sentiment  against  them  in  these  localities, 
they  could  not  do  so.  Had  the  law  remained  in  existence,  this  difficulty 
would  not  have  presented  itself.  They  would  have  gradually  grown  into 
favor,  and  accomplished  the  end  for  which  they  were  established.  I  would 
suggest  the  propriety  of  an  act  to  re-establish  this  agency  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  schools.  However,  instead  of  making  teachers  meet  on  alter- 
nate Saturdays,  it  would  be  better  to  have  one  continued  meeting  of  as  many 
days  as  the  number  of  meetings  on  alternate  Saturdays,  during  the  term, 
would  make.  This  plan  would  secure  a  meeting  of  two  weeks  duration  to 
those  districts  that  have  a  school  term  of  six  months,  and  to  those  having 
a  longer  one,  a  meeting  correspondingly  extended.  It  would  avoid  many  of 
the  disagreeable  necessities  complained  of  as  connected  with  the  former 
plan.  During  a  session  of  two  or  three  weeks,  the  teachers  of  one  district, 
or  several  combined,  might  make  a  general  review  of  the  branches  to  be 
taught,  decide  on  a  programme  of  exercises,  order  and  plan  of  studies,  con- 
sider school  difficulties,  compare  methods  of  instruction,  and  discuss  the 
important  subject  of  school  government.  In  fact,  such  a  meeting  might 
do,  in  a  short  way,  much  of  the  important  work  of  a  Normal  school.  I 
would  expect  the  most  beneficial  results  from  such  a  law. 

Private  Schools. — The  number  of  private  schools  are  specified  above. — 
It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  very  few  in  rural  districts.  There  are  more 
in  the  city  and  towns.  Some  of  them  are  composed  of  children  that  are 
not  of  proper  age  to  be  admitted  into  the  public  school,  A  few  are  estab- 
lished under  church  influences,  where  the  inculcation  of  religious  principles 


LANCASTER  CO¥NTY.    ,  139 

is  made  a  more  prominent  object  in  instraction  than  it  can  in  our  public 
schools.  There  are  others,  also,  which  do  the  same  work  as  the  public  schools 
But  there  are  not  as  many  of  the  latter  class  as  it  might  be  supposed. — 
For  the  most  part  these  schools  are  not  in  existence,  so  much  from  a  want 
of  adequate  benefit  to  be  derived  at  our  common  schools  as  from  other  rea- 
sons. Among  these  are  location,  a  disposition  to  prepare  children  to  enter 
a  higher  class,  sympathy  for  a  friend  and  others.  The  schools  interfere 
with  the" common  schools,  so  far  as  individuals  give  pecuniary  support  to 
them.  Where  this  is  done,  there  is  a  corresponding  disposition  to  be  free 
from  the  payment  of  school  tax.  And  where  select  schools  and  academies 
give  instruction  in  branches  that  are  taught  in  common  schools,  as  is  the  case 
in  a  few  localities,  there  will  be  a  division  in  a  mutual  effort  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  common  schools,  if  not  a  conflict  of  interest.  In  some  districts 
the  amount  paid  for  private  iilstruction,  by  a  few  individuals,  is  greater  than 
that  paid  to  the  teacher  of  the  public  schools,  whereas,  if  that  amount  were 
raise(>in  addition  to  the  school  tax  of  that  district,  it  would  enable  the  di- 
rectors to  employ  good  teachers  for  all  the  schools  and  thus  afford  equal  ad- 
vantages to  all  in  the  district.  Could  an  arrangement  be  made  so  that  the 
work  proper  for  the  common  schools  should  be  done  altogether  by  them,  and 
Qould  high  schools  and  academies  be  established  and  properly  supported  in 
giving  instruction  in  the  grade  above  the  common  schools,  another  link 
would  be  secured  in  the  chain  of  our  educational  system.  We  must  have 
the  common  schools  next  above  the  high  school  and  academy,  where  our 
youth  can  continue  their  studies,  and  lastly,  the  college  and  Normal  school 
to  complete  the  system. 

Making  the  private  schools  become  dependent  upon  the  State,  would  im- 
ply the  power  of  preventing  the  establishment  of  any  others  of  the  same 
kind.  There  is  not  now,  nor  ever  should  there  be,  any  authority  placed 
any  where  in  the  State,  to  institute  a  system  of  police  to  interfere  with  pri- 
vq.te  rights. 

The  greatest  difficulty  now  in  the  way  of  school  progress,  and  the  one 
causing  the  most  complaint,  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  is  the  irregularity  of 
attendance  of  pupils.  It  is  great  everywhere  ;  but  particularly  so  in  the 
rural  districts.  To  correct  this  evil  should  engage  our  earnest  attention. 
It  is  lamentable  to  know  that  taxes  are  raised,  teachers  employed,  labor  ex- 
pended, and  that  only  a  little  above  the  half  of  the  number  of  children  in 
some  districts  attend  daily.  And  what  can  be  done  ?  The  child  cannot  be 
taken  from  his  home  by  force  and  sent  to  school ;  and  yet  by  this  seeming 
safe-guard,  that  child  may  be  deprived  of  much  which  is  his  right  by  na- 
ture, and  that  would  make  him  a  useful  member  of  society.  But  the  fault 
rests  not  with  the  child.  It  is  the  parent  whom  we  have  to  influence  in 
this  matter.     He  must  be  made  to  know  and  feel  that  it  is  his  duty  to  give 
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his  child  the  benefit  of  a  good  education.  It  is  he  who  must  be  made  to 
care  for  his  mental  and  moral  training  as  much  as  it  is  to  care  for  food  and 
clothing  for  him.  And  the  chief  agency  in  this  matter  must  be  the  teacher. 
We  may  legislate  and  yet  not  reach  the  desired  result.  Let  us  hav-«  good 
teachers,  well  paid,  thoroughly  supported  by  all  the  other  school  agencies  ; 
teachers  who  will  visit  indifferent  parents  and  manifest  an  interest  in  their 
children,  and  take  pride  in  making  their  schools  a  desirable  place  to  be ; 
and  let  us  hold  meetings  and  arouse  to  its  full  measure  an  interest  in  the 
schools,  and  then  we  may  look  for  full  schools,  and  a  correct  public  senti- 
ment towards  them. 

Improvements  during  term  of  office. — A  general  statement  of  progress 
made  during  my  term  of  office  will  suffice.  There  is  now  more  ground  se- 
lected on  which  school  houses  are  built.  Houses  are  larger,  better  in  plan 
and  arrangement,  and  more  substantially  built.  There  is  a  much  greater 
supply  of  black-board  in  the  schools,  especially  in  the  new  houses,  than 
formerly  ;  and,  though  there  is  not  yet  an  adequacy  of  apparatus  in  a:tfy  one 
school,  yet  whole  districts  purchased  out-line  maps  for  their  schools  as  will 
be  seen  on  reference  to  the  table,  and  maps,  charts,  globes,  &c.,  were  par- 
tially supplied  to  a  great  many  others. 

There  is  now  more  uniformity  in  school  books,  and  after  some  changes 
that  are  now  being  made  will  be  complete,  it  will  be  more  nearly  complete 
than  it  was  at  any  previous  time.  The  teachers  are  better  qualified.  And 
though  there  was  a  loss  the  past  few  years,  their  general  improvement  is 
much  on  the  side  of  progress.  Ninety-eight  permanent  certificates  were 
issued  during  my  continuance  in  office.  The  teachers  are  better  paid,  and 
we  may  expect  them  to  remain  longer  in  the  profession.  The  demand  for 
good  teachers  is  multiplying  ;  and  comparing  the  present  with  the  past,  it 
seems  to  me  there  is  assurance  of  improvement  in  almost  everything  that 
relates  to  the  schools.  The  great  obstacles  in  the  way  of  making  all  at 
once  good,  consist  in  not  paying  teachers  more  liberally,  not  having  th» 
schools  open  longer,  and  not  providing  apparatus  and  libraries  for  them. 

Perhaps  behind  these  reasons  for  not  having  done  more,  lie  the  correct 
ones,  that  we  are  not  all  equally  willing  to  acknowledge  the  necessity  of  an 
education,  and  that  we  do  not  remember  that  by  providing  for  it  we  bat 
discharge  a  common  duty. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY.  141 

LAWRENCE   COUNTY.— S.  Morkison. 

Two  school  houses  were  built  In  Wilmington  district ;  one  in  North  Bea- 
ver, and  one  in  Shenango.  The  two  in  Wilmington  are  brick,  and  are  both 
built  from  plans  taken  from  the  Pennsylvania  School  Architecture.  They 
are  furnished  with  comfortable  and  substantial  seats  and  desks.  They  are 
well  ventilated  and  well  located.  The  average  cost  was  $1,700  00.  "The 
one  in  North  Beaver  is  a  good  frame  house,  well  furnished  with  seats,  desks 
and  black-board  ;  cost  $1,350  00.  The  one  erected  in  Shenango  is  a  very 
good  frame  ;  this  is  also  furnished  after  the  most  approved  style,  at  a  cost 
of  $1,800  00.  These  houses  are  a  credit  to  the  districts.  They  are  among 
the  best  in  the  rural  districts,  in  Western  Pennsylvania. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — There  are  80  houses  in  the  rural  districts 
well  furnished  with  suitable  seats  and  desks,  well  ventilated,  and  constitute 
what  may  be  termed  good  second  class  houses,  their  location  is  good  but 
the  play-grounds  are  not  as  large  as  is  desirable.  Some  of  them  are  in- 
closed with  neat  board  fences,  and  a  few  ornamented  with  shade  trees.  The 
remaining  school  houses  are  third  class,  with  inconvenient  furniture.  Of 
these  10  are  entirely  unfit  for  school  purposes;  Among  these,  one  is  in  the 
village  of  Pulaski,  another  in  Edenburg.  These  are  both  graded  schools, 
but  the  buildings  are  a  disgrace  to  the  friends  of  education.  Every  school 
is  supplied  with  more  or  less  apparatus  ;  such  as  out-line  maps,  charts, 
cards,  globes,  mathematical  blocks,  numeral  frames,  &c.  The  school  direc- 
tors have  done  nobly  in  thus  providing  apparatus  so  liberally,  and  we  trust 
they  will  still  continue  to  add,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  means  can  be  se- 
cured, and  thus  not  only  give  attraction  to  the  school  room,  but  also  facilitate 
the  progress  of  the  pupils. 

Graded  Schools — No  schools  have  been  graded  during  this  year.  A 
graded  school  is  very  much  needed  in  Mount  Jackson,  North  Beaver  dis- 
trict, in  Princeton,  Slippery  Rock  district,  Neshannock,  Big  Beaver,  She- 
nango, Plain  Grove,  Perry  and  Union  districts.  In  all  these,  graded  schools 
are  absolutely  needed  and  demanded  by  the  pupils. 

Teachers. — The  number  of  teachers  who  gave  general  satisfaction,  both 
with  professional  and  provisional  certificates,  was  115;  a  part  of  the  rer 
mainder  were  about  medium,  and  some  12  or  14?  failed.  The  proportion  of 
female  teachers  was  not  as  large  as  last  year  ;  a  fraction  more  than  one-half 
were  females. 

Visitation  of  Schools. — There  are  143  schools,  all  of  which  were  visited 
once  except  8,  which  could  not  be  reached  before  the  close  ;  39  were  visited 
twice.  About  30  schools,  during  the  winter  term,  were  not  visited,  on  ac- 
count of  sickness.  During  the  past  six  years  an  average  of  9  visits  was 
made  to  each  school. 
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District  Secretaries. — In  a  few  districts  the  se.cretary  visited  the  schools 
monthly.     They  are  generally  paid  a  small  compensation  for  their  services. 

District  Institutes — District  institutes  were  generally  dispensed  with,  ex- 
pect in  a  few  districts,  where  they  were  very  successfully  carried  out.  The 
change  in  regard  to  district  institutes,  rather  seems  to  be  a  retrogade  move- 
ment. Although  these  institutes  were  attended  with  some  difficulties,  yet 
they  were  certainly  a  decided  advantage,  not  only  to  the  teachers,  but  to 
the  pupils  also.  The  principal  objections  were  generally  brought  against 
them  by  those  teachers  and  directors  whose  heart  was  not  entirely  in  their 
work. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  read,  as  a  devotional  exercise, 
in  every  school,  generally  the  first  exercise  in  the  morning.  A  number  were 
opened  with  prayer.  Moral  instruction  was  variously  imparted  by  other 
means  as  opportunities  were  presented. 

Grades  of  Provisional  Certificates. — The  lowest  figure  given,  on  any 
branch,  was  3,  and  that  only  in  a  few  instances.     The  average  grade  was  1^. 

Public  Sentiment. — A  large  majority  of  the  people  are  favorable  to  the 
common  school  system,  and  manifest  a  strong  desire  to  have  the  standard 
of  the  schools  raised,  the  term  lengthened  and  to  carry  out  more  perfectly 
the  true  design  of  the  system. 

General  Eemarks  and  Suggestions  — Two  county  institutes  were  held. 
The  annual  one  in  New  Castle  continued  in  session  five  days^  was  pretty 
well  attended  and  was  interesting  and  profitable.  Prof.  S.  R.  Thompson, 
formerly  county  superintendent  of  Crawford  county,  rendered  very  valua- 
ble service,  by  his  excellent  lectures  and  interesting  instructions.  The  other 
was  the  semi-annual  of  three  days,  held  at  Monntviile  church,  in  Perry 
district.  This  was  a  point  in  the  county  very  unfavorable  for  public  con- 
veyance, in  consequence  of  which  the  attendance  by  the  teachers  was  not 
very  large,  but  that  deficiency  was  amply  made  up  by  the  large  and  punc- 
tual attendance  of  the  citizens.  The  institute  was  very  interesting,  and 
the  people  of  the  vicinity  manifested  their  appreciation  of  it  by  their  un- 
bounded kindness  and  hospitality  to  the  teachers.  Twenty-six  teachers 
have  attended  Normal  school ;  19  of  whom  attended  the  North-Western 
Normal  school  at  Edinboro'.  These  teachers  rendered  almost  universal  sat- 
isfaction. Their  leading  features  of  success  are  promptness,  accuracy  and 
practicability.  Quite  a  number  of  other  teachers  were  entirely  successful, 
and  have  recently  received  professional  certificates.  We  are  happy  to  know, 
from  the  fruits,  that  the  Normal  school  at  Edinboro'  is  doing  a  great  work 
for  our  schools,  and  we  hope  and  trust  that  all  our  schools  will  soon  be  filled 
with  professional  teachers ;  and  that  school  teaching,  instead  of  being  re- 
garded as  a  mere  temporary  matter,  will  become  a  permanent  and  most 
respectable  profession.     We  have  very  few  new  suggestions  to  make,  but 
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will  .merely  repeat  what  has  been  said  in  my  former  reports,  viz  :  That  the 
time  has  come,  in  many  districts  of  Lawrence  county,  that  a  union  graded 
school  is  needed  and  demanded  by  the  pupils.  Even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view,  their  necessity  is  obvious.  Much  expense  could  be  avoided  by  having 
schools  near  home,  besides  the  satisfaction  of  having  children  educated 
under  parental  jurisdiction.  Teachers  would  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of 
qualifying  themselves  more  thoroughly  for  their  work ;  and  incalculable 
good  would  result  from  their  introduction.  It  would  add  very  much,  not 
only  to  the  attraction,  but  to  the  interest  of  the  schools,  to  have  the  houses 
inclosed  with  neat  fences,  and  the  play-grounds  ornamented  with  shade- 
irees,  flowers  and  evergreens.  Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  parents  to  take 
a  deeper  interest  in  the  schools  ?  And  as  the  future  destiny  of  our  country 
depends  upon  the  proper  education  of  the  youth,  as  well  as  the  interests  of 
the  church  and  State,  and  as  impressions  are  being  made  in  the  school  room 
daily  either  for  good  or  evil,  and  as  every  moral  influence  should  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  tender  minds  of  the  young,  would  it  not  be  proper  and  in 
perfect  place  for  the  clergymen  to  manifest  a  little  more  interest  for  the 
welfare  of  the  common  schools  ?  And  would  it  not  be  a  good  idea  for  some 
of  those  ministers  whose  presence  never  graces  a  common  school  roon,  or 
teachers'  institute,  to  make  at  least  one  visit  to  them  during  their  stay  on 
this  earth,  as  a  mere  matter  of  experiment  ?  And  as  our  government  is 
administered  by  representatives  chosen  by  the  people,  is  it  not  important 
that  every  scholar  read  and  study  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the 
Constitution  and  the  history  of  our  country  ?  They  would  then  be  better 
qualified  to  perpetuate  and  perfect  the  best  form  of  government  on  earth. 

Th^  uniform  hospitality  everywhere  received,  the  co-operation  of  school 
directors,  the  kind  sympathy  of  the  teachers,  and  the  noble  conduct  of  the 
scholars,  merit  thanks  and  gratitude  that  can  never  be  fully  repaid. 
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School  Houses. — Four  school  houses  were  erected — three  in  Millcreek, 
and  one  in  Union  township.  Those  in  Millcreek  are  built  of  brick,  and 
rank  with  the  best  country  school  houses.  Dimensions  40  by  34  feet,  and  9 
feet  high  ;  cost  of  each,  about  $1,000.  The  desks  are  arranged  for  two  or 
three  pupils,  but  extend  against  the  wall,  which  is  an  objection.  The  out- 
buildings are  poorly  constructed,  and  do  not  correspond  with  the  main  build- 
ings. The  school  house  in  Union  township  is  a  log  building,  tolerably  well 
arranged,  but  was  noit  quite  finished  when  I  visited  the  school.  In  each  of 
these  buildingts  there  are  at  least  150  square  feet  of  black-board  surfiice. — 
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"What  has  been  Baid  of  the  out-buildinga  attached  to  these  new  houses,  is 
true  of  nearly  all.  They  are  generally  constructed  of  the  roughest  mate- 
rial, improperly  located,  and  very  easily  overturned  and  broken  to  pieces. 
Very  few  individuals  would  think,  for  a  moment,  of  erecting  similar  ones  on 
their  own  grounds. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — In  nearly  all  the  old  school  houses  the  furni- 
ture is  bad  ;  in  some  80  uncomfortable  as  to  be  positively  injurious.  The 
greatest  and  most  prevalent  defect  is,  that  the  desks  and  benches  are  too 
high.  I  have  found  boys  and  girls  but  six  years  of  age,  placed  on  benches 
that  would  comfortably  seat  full  grown  men.  To  ask  boys  and  girls  to  re- 
main quiet  on  such  seats,  for  even  one-half  hour,  is  unreasonable,  and  should 
not  b»  tolerated. 

In  the  introduction  of  apparatus  into  the  schools,  the  directors  have  not 
proceeded  with  undue  haste.  I  am  able,  however,  to  report  progress.  In 
Heidelberg,  North  Annville  and  North  Lebanon  districts,  a  set  of  out-line 
maps  has  been  introduced  into  each  school. 

Schools. — We  have  35  graded  schools;  115  well  classified,  and  23  in 
which  there  is  great  room  for  improvement.  We  have  only  two  villages  in 
which  the  schools  are  not  more  or  less  graded,  viz  :  Annville  and  Myers- 
town  ;  and  in  both  it  can  be  done  more  successfully,  and  to  greater  advan- 
tage than  in  any  of  those  where  this  plan  has  already  been  adopted.  There 
are  12  schools  in  which  the  higher  branches  are  taught.  In  the  number, 
one  male  school,  Lebanon  borough,  Latin  and  Greek  and  the  higher  mathe- 
matics are  taught ;  and  pupils  have  quite  frequently  been  prepared,  in  this 
school,  to  enter  the  Freshmen,  Sophomore  and  even  Junior  classes  in  our 
best  colleges.  There  is  a  private  school,  either  an  academy  or  seminary, 
in  every  village,  with  but  few  exceptions.  These  schools  have  done  much 
in  preparing  young  persons  for  the  busines  of  teaching  ;  but  since  Normal 
schools  have  been  established,  which  are  so  well  calculated  to  bestow  this 
kind  of  training,  private  schools  have  lost  much  of  the  patronage  formerly 
received/rom  teachers.  All  the  private  schools,  at  this  time,  admit  pupils 
of  every  stage  of  advancement ;  and  in  consequence  of  this,  the  reputation 
which  these  institutions  once  enjoyed  is  fast  passing  away.  The  grade  of 
the  work  they  now  do  is  not  above  that  which  is  performed  in  many  of  our 
common  schools.  In  large  towns  and  cities  it  may  be  possible  for  both  pri- 
vate and  common  schools  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  but  I  have  yet 
to  meet  with  the  first  small  town  or  village  where  both  prospered.  If  the 
common  schools  were  well  kept  up,  there  was  no  interest  in  the  private 
school,  and  vice  versa.  The  influence,  therefore,  of  private  schools,  on  our 
common  school  system,  in  small  towns  and  villages,  is  any  thing  but  benefi- 
cial. The  reason  is  plain.  Many  of  the  most  wealthy  and  influential  citi- 
zens lend  all  their  influence  to  the  private  school,  and  in  all  probability  are 
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either  trustees  or  stockholders.  They  will  unite  with  anti-school  men  in 
electing  anti-school  directors,  so  that  the  term  may  be  kept  .^hort  and  the 
taxes  low.  In  this  way  all  confidence  in  the  common  schools  will  be  lost, 
and  consequently  the  private  enterprise  will  flour  ish.  Whether  private  schools 
exist  or  not,  the  duty  of  directors  is  to  make  the  common  schools  what  the 
law  contemplates.  It  is  evident  that  the  time  is  far  distant,  when  all  can 
afford  to  send  their  children  to  private  schools.  That  system,  therefore,  is 
the  best  in  this  country,  which  is  most  democratic,  which  "  does  the  most 
good  to  the  greatest  number." 

Teachers. — We  have  173.  7  hold  county  certificates,  and  gave  full  sat- 
isfaction. Of  those  who  hold  provisional  certificates,  65  did  very  well ;  75 
tolerably  well,  and  26  were  unfit.  The  average  grade  of  certificates  is  2^. 
We  have  strenuously  endeavored  to  raise  the  standard,  but  can  report  little 
progress,  because  of  the  following  difficulties  :  fully  one-half  of  the  teach- 
ers follow  the  business  only  one  or  two  terms,  until  they  find  some  other 
vocation  that  pays  them  belter.  Consequently  the  corps  of  teachers  is  chang- 
ing too  rapidly  to  raise  the  standard.  When  I  refer  to  my  notes  taken  dur- 
ing my  visitations  five  or  six  years  ago,  I  see  the  names  of  many  who 
were  successful  teachers,  but  who  to- day  are  engaged  in  other  callings,  if 
not  more  useful,  at  least  more  profitable.  Directors  can  do  a  great  deal 
towards  correcting  this  evil,  by  paying  liberal  salaries  to  good  teachers, 
and  increasing  them  from  year  to  year,  so  as  to  encourage  the  competent 
to  remain  in  the  profession.  This  is  done  in  every  business  except  teaching. 
The  salary  of  a  clerk  may  be  small  at  first,  but  if  he  prove  worthy  it  is  in- 
creased from  year  to  year.  The  same  is  true  of  the  mechanic  and  salesman. 
We  just  as  strongly  advocate  low  salaries  to  poorly  qualified  teachers — those 
who  make  no  improvement  from  year  to  year,  but  teach  for  the  money,  and 
nothing  more.     If  such  must  be  employed,  the  less  they  receive  the  better. 

Directors  can  hardly  be  aware  of  the  injury  they  inflict  upon  the  com- 
mon schools,  by  adhering  to  the  plan  of  paying  all  the  teachers,  in  a  dis- 
trict, the  same  salary,  regardless  of  qualifications.  Paying,  for  instance,  no 
more  to  him  who  has  received  a  course  of  training,  and  spent  a  great  deal 
of  time  and  money  in  fitting  himself  for  the  business,  than  him  who  has 
never  taught,  and  who  is  willing  to  teach  because  he  can  find  no  employ- 
ment anywhere  else.  So  long  as  this  course  is  pursued  by  directors,  we 
can  examine  teachers,  visit  schools,  and  attend  to  all  the  duties  of  our  office 
with  earnestness  and  zeal,  and  yet  our  work  will  fail  to  accomplish  much 
good.  Directors  should  pay  every  teacher  according  to  his  qualifications, 
and  if  the  plan  is  not  found  to  work  well,  it  will  be  very  easy  to  return  to 
the  present  method. 

Institutes. — Since  the  schoollaw  has  been  changed  so  as  to  allow  direc- 
tors to  require  twenty-two  days  teaching  for  a  month,  district  institutes 
10  School  Rep. 
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have  been  abandoned,  and  I  can  report  but  one  district  (South  Annville) 
that  had  one.  Directors,  as  a  general  thing,  prefer  that  teachers  shall  teach 
the  twenty-two  days.  In  our  county  the  change  in  the  law  has  been  un- 
fortunate ;  and  I  have  already  ascertained  at  examinations  where  no  insti- 
tute was  held  during  the  preceding  term,  that  teachers  were  not  so  well 
qualified  to  pass  the  examination  as  on  former  occasions. 

The  school  system  cannot  yet  afford  to  dispense  with  institutes.  They 
have  accomplished  much  good  already  ;  and  under  the  late  law  would  have 
been  more  successful  still.  It  may  be  said  that  district  institutes  have  not 
been  abolished,  and  that  directors  are  even  urged  to  legislate  in  their  behalf. 
We  are  aware  of  all  this  }  but  know  at  the  same  time  that  there  are  very 
few  directors  who  do  not  prefer  two  days  teaching  in  the  school  to  two  days 
spent  at  an  institute.  There  are  many  directors  who  would  require  more 
than  twenty-two  days  for  a  school  month,  if  the  law  did  not  specify  the 
number.  There  are  not  a  few  districts  in  which  there  would  be  even  less 
than  four  months  school  if  the  law  did  not  interfere.  In  the  matter  of  in- 
stitutes we  have  gone  astray,  and  the  sooner  we  get  back  to  the  old  land- 
marks, and  carry  forward  an  institute  in  every  township,  the  better  it  will 
be  for  the  cause  of  common  schools. 

Our  county  institute  was  very  successful.  Great  interest  was  manifested 
by  the  teachers  and  the  public.  Not  more  than  ten  of  our  teachers  were 
absent.  The  court  house  was  constantly  crowded.  Very  interesting  lec- 
tures were  delivered  by  Messrs.  Coburn,  Home,  Graves,  Apgar,  E,aub  and 
Potter.  The  principal  oration  was  delivered  by  John  W.  Fowler,  LL  D.,. 
of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  His  lecture  on  "  Versability  of  American  Ora- 
tory," was  one  of  the  most  eloquent  ever  delivered  here. 

During  the  month  of  August  I  held  a  teachers'  drill  in  the  Lebanon  acade- 
my. It  lasted  five  weeks.  I  was  assisted  by  W.  J.  Burnside,  A.  M.,  and 
Miss  Sue  A.  Uhler,  both  teachers  in  Lebanon  borough.  Upwards  of  sixty 
teachers  were  in  attendance,  and  I  feel  convinced  that  great  good  was  ac- 
complished. 

Uniformity  of  Text-Books. — In  nearly  every  district  directors  have  yeara 
ago  passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  a  uniformity  of  text-books,  and  seriefi 
have  been  adopted  by  almost  every  board  ;  but  there  the  matter  generally 
ends.  Though  there  is  now  more  uniformity  than  ever  before,  yet  there 
is  still  in  many  schools  a  most  heterogeneous  and  motley  catalogue  of  books. 
Directors  are  most  respectfully  referred  ta  section  66  of  the  school  laws, 
which  section  we  trust  will  be  fully  carried  out  this  fall.  Changes  in  text- 
books should  seldom  be  made—- only  when  really  necessary.  In  readers 
there  is  uniformity.  Sanders's  old  series  were  introduced  in  every  town- 
ship many  years  ago,  and  these  are  now  in  use  in  every  township  except 
four.      A  change  in  readers  is  desirable.     It  is  difficult  for  teachers  to 
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awaken  an  interest  in  this  branch  with  the  old  readers  now  in  use.  The  chil- 
dren have  heard  them  read,  and  have  read  them  frequently  themselves,  so 
that  the  matter,  like  that  of  an  old  newspaper,  has  become  stale  and  dull. 
If  others  can  be  introduced  without  causing  any  additional  expense,  it  will 
prove  highly  beneficial  to  the  schools.  Reading  is  perhaps  more  poorly 
taught  than  any  other  branch.  Arithmetic  seems  to  receive  the  best  atten- 
tion. I  do  not  mean  that  reading  is  neglected  ;  there  is  plenty  of  time 
spent  in  what  is  called  reading.  Frequently  as  many  as  six  lessons  are 
read  during  a  single  recitation  ;  yet  the  branch  is  poorly  taught.  Scholars 
are  advanced  too  rapidly  from  one  book  into  another.  In  some  cases-  pa- 
rents urge  teachers  to  put  their  children  at  once  in  number  Jive,  so  that  the 
expense  of  purchasing  the  lower  and  intermediate  numbers  may  be  avoided. 
Scholars  spend  whole  hours  in  calling  words  and  mangling  sentences,  of 
the  meaning  of  which  they  have  not  the  least  conception.  One  lesson  is  in 
nearly  all  cases  sufficient  for  a  single  recitation.  This  lesson  should  be 
thoroughly  prepared  by  previous  study — the  same  as  a  lesson  in  geography 
or  grammar,  and  should  not  be  passed  over  until  it  is  thoroughly  under- 
stood, and  well  read.  Years  ago  it  was  unusual  to  find  a  teacher  who  would 
aek  a  question  during  a  reading  recitation  ;  now  the  reverse  is  quite  com- 
mon, but  not  yet  the  rule.  There  should  be  frequent  questioning,  espe- 
cially when  the  children  are  German,  for  in  no  other  way  will  they  so  soon 
learn  to  speak  the  English. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Bible  is  regularly  read  as  a  devotional  exercise, 
in  nearly  all  our  schools.  No  regular  text-book  for  imparting  moral  instruc- 
tion is  used ;  but  the  teacher  who,  realizes  his  responsibility,  will  find  abun- 
dant matter  in  nearly  all  our  school  books  to  assist  him  in  imparting  such 
instruction.     Vocal  music  is  likewise  quite  common. 

Visitations. — I  visited  every  school.  30  I  saw  twice,  and  18  four  times. 
All  the  rest  received  one  visit.  I  spent  from  one  to  three  hours  in  every 
school,  always  long  enough  to  acquaint  myself  with  the  teacher's  ability  to 
teach  and  govern  the  school".  I  frequently  hear  classes,  ask  questions,  and 
give  such  suggestions  to  teachers  and  scholars  as  I  deem  necessary.  We 
are  always  pleased  to  have  directors  accompany  us,  but  frequently  there  is 
too  much  time  lost  in  going  after  them,  I  made  forty-six  visits  in  company 
with  one  or  more  directors.  In  Union  district  I  was  accompanied  by  one 
member  of  the  board  to  all  the  schools  but  one.  The  different  boards  do 
not  visit  monthly  as  the  law  requires.  Parents  go  very  seldom  to  see  the 
schools — their  visits  are  indeed  "  few  and  far  between,"  Examinations  and 
exhibitions  are  becoming  quite  common,  and  on  these  occasions  the  parents 
are  generally  present. 

Conclusion, — Public  sentiment  is  in  favor  of  the  common  school  system. 
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It  has  many  warm  friends.  There  are  those  who  are  opposed  to  it,  but  they 
manifest  no  direct  opposition: 

The  past  term  of  three  years  has  not  produced  any  radical  changes,  either 
in  progress  or  retrogression.  When  we  look  back  and  reflect  upon  the  na- 
tional struggle  so  lately  passed  through,  our  wonder  is  that  the  school  sys- 
tem is  in  as  healthy  a  condition  as  we  nowfind  it.  During  the  last  six  years 
there  was  indeed  much  to  dishearten  the  friends  of  education.  The  time  of 
directors  was  not  taken  up  in  legislating  for  the  schools  ;  but  on  them  was 
placed  the  responsibility  of  providing  men  and  money  to  carry  on  the  war. 

Many  of  our  best  teachers  were  in  the  army.  A  kind  Providence  has 
brought  us  safely  through  all  these  troubles.  May  we  not  now  hope  that 
the  friends  of  education  will  gird  on  the  armor  and  rally  once  more  in  favor 
of  free  schools?  Convinced  now,  more  than  ever  before,  "  that  which  ma&es 
a  good  Constitution  must  keep  it,  viz  :  men  of  wisdom  and  virtue,  qualities 
that  because  they  descend  not  with  worldly  inheritance,  must  be  carefully 
propagated  by  a  virtuous  education  of  youth." 
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New  Houses. — Six  new  school  houses  were  erected  :  one  in  Hanover,  one 
in  Salisbury,  one  in  Upper  Milford,  one  in  Upper  Macungie,  one  in  South 
Whitehall  and  one  in  Heidelberg.  These  are  all  good  buildings.  The  one 
in  Upper  Macungie  deserves  particular  notice;  it  was  erected  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  George  Schlicher,  Esq. 

The  one  erected  in  Hanover  is  a  double  house,  and  is  a  fine  brick  structure, 
of  which  the  directors  and  citizens  may  justly  be  proud.  All  the  new  build- 
ings are  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  built,  and  are  a 
great  improvement  on  the  old  system  of  building  school  houses.  The  build- 
ings are  all  of  brick,  except  the  one  in  Lower  Milford,  which  is  built  of 
stone. 

New  Schools. — Five  new  schools  were  organized  during  the  year :  one 
in  Upper  Macungie,  one  in  South  Whitehall,  in  First  ward  Allentown  one, 
in  Slatington  borough  one,  and  one  in  Hokendauqua. 

New  Districts. — Two  new  districts  were  created  during  the  year,  viz : 
Slatington  borough  and  Hokendauqua,  (Independent,)  taken  from  South 
Whitehall  district,  and  has  a  ten  months'  term  ;  certainly  a  good  beginning. 
Slatington  pays  the  best  salaries  in  the  county.  These  new  districts  are 
taking  the  lead. 

Furniture. — All  the  newly  erected  houses  are  properly  furnished,  and 
many  of  the  old  ones  have  been  re- furnished  since  my  last  report,  of  the 
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latest  improvements,  consisting  of  out-line  maps,  black-board  surface,  desks, 
seats,  &c. 

'  Schools. — There  are  215  schools,  all  of  which,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
were  in  successful  operation.  There  is  a  great  awakening  among  our 
teachers ;  they  have  improved  much  during  the  last  year.  I  am  justified 
in  saying  that  the  schools  are,  on  an  average,  fully  twenty-five  per  cent, 
better  this  year.  This  is  owing  to  the  agencies  at  work,  which  will  be  men- 
tioned hereafter.  Good  teachers  receive  fair  salaries  ;  in  most  instances  all 
they  ask.  The  term  in  most  cases  is  too  short  for  those  who  wish  to  make 
&  business  of  teaching.  I  am  encouraged  when  I  think  of  the  improved 
and  liberal  sentiments  of  our  directors  and  teachers.  Nothing  but  improve- 
ment is  talked  of.  The  directors  talk  of  better  teachers,  better  salaries  and 
longer  terms ;  the  teachers  are  attending  school  or  making  self-improve- 
ments. It  affords  me  much  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  record  this  state  of 
things. 

'Graded  Schools. — There  are  graded  schools  in  the  following  districts,  vi2 : 
Allentown,  First  ward,  Catasauqua,  Slatington,  Hokendauqua,  Millerstown, 
Emaus,  Upper  Macungie,  Saucoo  and  Hanover.  In  the  remaining  districts 
the  schools  are  classified.  An  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  at  the 
cJose  of  the  session  of  1866,  creating  each  ward  in  Allentown  a  district, 
(there  are  five  wards,)  and  each  board  is  to  appoint  one  controller  ;  the  con- 
trollers are  to  have  the  management  and  control  of  the  whole  system.  This 
act  puts  Allentown  in  posession  of  one  of  the  best  school  systems  in  the 
State — equal  to  the  city  schools.  Allentown  is  bound  to  make  improve- 
ments in  school  matters  as  well  as  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  will  not 
cease  until  it  is  as  famous  for  schools  as  it  now  is  for  manufactures. 

Examinations. — The  oral  system  is  used  exclusively.  This  is  done  for 
the  satisfaction  it  affords  to  directors  and  spectators,  who  wish  to  hear  how 
the  applicants  answer ;  also  in  what  language  they  clothe  their  ideas.  I  held 
35  public  and  10  private  examinations,  and  examined  253  applicants,  of 
which  39  were  rejected ;  issued  206  provisional  and  10  professional  certifi- 
cates, two  of  which  were  to  old  teachers  not  re-examined.  These  examina- 
tions were  always  well  attended  by  the  directors,  and  generally  by  the 
citizens. 

Female  Teachers. — The  number  of  female  teachers  employed  was  double 
the  number  formerly  employed.  This  was  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  male  ap- 
plicants.    The  former  gave  general  satisfaction,  with  a  few  exceptions. 

Institutes. — In  fourteen. districts  institutes  were  held  by  requirement;  in 
one,  North  Whitehall,  a  volunteer  institute  was  held.  For  the  credit  of  the 
Saucon  teachers,  I  would  say,  when  they  were  informed  by  the  school 
board  that  no  institute  was  required,  they  immediately  drew  up  a  petition, 
signed  unanimously,  praying  for  an  institute,  which  petition  was  received 
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by  the  board,  acted  upon  and  request  granted.  In  the  following  districts 
no  institutes  were  held,  viz  :  Lower  Milford,  Lower  Macungie,  South  White- 
ball,  Heidelberg,  Millerstown,  Slatington  and  Hokendauqua.  Institutes  in 
the  last  three  could  not  be  made  interesting,  there  being  but  two  schools  in 
each  of  these  districts.     Not  for  want  of  liberality  on  the  part  of  directors. 

Visitations. — Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  schools  were  visited,  two  hun- 
dred  and  fifteen  once,  and  some  twice,  and  others  thrice.  I  was  generally 
accompanied  by  one  or  more  of  the  directors  ;  in  some  instances  addresses 
were  made  by  both  officers.  Sometimes  one  in  the  English  language  and 
the  other  in  the  German.  The  average  time  spent  in  each  was  one  and  a 
half  hours.  As  I  became  more  acquainted  with  directors,  teachers,  pupils 
and  parents,  I  find  my  visits  to  be  more  profitable,  a  lasting  argument  ia 
favor  of  the  "no  change^'  policy.  That  more  good  can  be  accomplished  by 
being  acquainted  with  directors,  teachers,  parents  and  pupils,  than  by  being 
strange  to  all,  is  not  to  be  doubted.  Therefore,  frequent  changes  are  posi- 
tive injuries  to  progress,  as  well  as  dangerous  to  the  school  system.  All 
dhanges  should,  therefore,  be  made  with  a  positive  assurance  that  they  are  for 
the  better.  I  found  pupils  more  free  to  ask  for  advice  in  school  matters,  peF- 
taining  to  their  studies,  while  visiting  schools  this  year,  than  I  have  during 
any  former  visit.  It  takes  almost  a  lifetime  to  become  perfect  in  any  cal!= 
ing,  and  for  a  director  or  superintendent  to  become  perfect  in  a  knowledge 
of  the  workings  of  the  school  system,  in  one  term,  is  impossible.  Our  peo- 
ple are  beginning  to  see  this,  and  hence  the  changes  made  are  but  few. 

Summer  Schools. — There  are  more  summer  schools  this  summer  (1866} 
than  at  any  former  time,  another  sign  of  the  improvement  spoken  of  else- 
where. The  cause  of  education  has  suffered  nothing  since  the  close  of  the 
"cruel  war,"  but  has  gained  much.  Every  available  means  is  being  used 
to  advance  the  interests  of  our  noble  common  school  system.  Our  citizens 
feel  like  perpetuating  the  free  institutions  handed  down  to  us  from  our  fore- 
fathers. These  institutions  cannot  rest  upon  ignorance  ;  then  we  must  edu- 
cate our  children,  for  education  is  the  basis  of  our  liberties.  There  are 
summer  schools  in  every  district.  May  it  no  longer  be  said,  "in  the  dark 
corner  of  Lehigh." 

Helps. — The  agencies  referred  to  under  the  heading  "  Schools,"  in  this  re- 
port, are  the  "  Pennsylvania  Military  and  Collegiate  institute,"  and  a  chain  of 
Normal  schools.  One  is  conducted  by  G.  Souder,  in  Weisenberg  district, 
one  by  P.  P.  Bender,  in  Lowhill  district ;  these  are  for  the  benefit  of  teachers 
in  the  northern  and  western  parts  of  the  county.  The  one  for  the  eastern 
and  southern  parts  is  at  Millerstown,  conducted  by  the  county  superinten- 
dent ;  all  well  attended.  Rev.  R.  Walker  opened  a  school  in  Allentown 
about  a  year  ago  for  young  men,  now  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Syke8> 
formerly  teacher  of  the  Allentown  Male  High  school,  and  is  doing  well- 
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The  "  Pennsylvania  Military  and  Collegiate  institute"  deserves  more  than 
Q  passing  notice.  It  has  long  been  useful  in  preparing  teachers  for  this  and 
adjoining  counties.  This  institution  has  been  chartered  by  the  State,  with 
the  full  powers  of  a  college,  and  is  now  in  successful  operation,  under  the 
management  of  Kev.  L.  M.  Hoffard,  A.  M.,  President.  All  the  branches 
of  a  complete  college  course  are  here  taught,  and  pupils  enjoy,  in  addition, 
a  full  course  in  military  tactics — infantry,  artillery  and  cavalry  drill — the 
State  furnishing  arms,  &c.,  in  accordance  with  its  charter  for  this  purpose. 
The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  during  the  past  year  has  been  upwards 
of  250. 

Conclusion. — In  looking  over  the  report  of  the  labors  for  the  year  I  find 
that  I  held  45  examinations,  and  spent  two  hundred  a.nd  thirty-one  days  in 
official  duties  ;  visited  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  schools  ;  wrote  two  hun- 
■dred  and  ninety-one  official  letters ;  traveled  twenty-eight  hundred  miles  ; 
attended  as  many  district  institutes  as  time  would  permit ;  held  one  county 
institute  ;  and  when  visiting  schools,  made  evening  addresses  when  invited 
ao  to  do. 

The  school  prospects  are  very  flattering  indeed.  Some  boards  advertised 
foi;  teachers  at  ^5  per  month,  for  a  term  of  five  months.  The  coming  year, 
$  am  informed,  they  intend  to  pay  from  $40  to  $45  per  month,  for  a  term  of 
^x  months.  This  ie  certainly  very  encouraging.  Lehigh  is  bound  to  go 
ahead.  I  take  this  method  of  returning  thanks  to  my  many  friends  for  the 
kindness  shown  me  during  my  stay  among  them  May  we  all  deserve  and 
receive  Heaven's  blessings. 
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School  Houses. — About  ninety  per  cent,  remain  in  the  same  condition  as 
when  I  last  reported  ;  hence  a  special  description  would  only  be  a  repetition 
of  a  portion  of  my  Tast  report.  Number  built,  16.  One  in  Scranton,  an 
elegant  brick,  two  stories,  with  three  departments,  in  keeping  with  the 
others  of  that  district,  and  with  the  enterprise  which  characterizes  the  citi- 
zens of  that  thriving  town,  now  a  city.  The  new  graded  school,  so  long 
contemplated  in  the  borough  of  Wilkesbarre,  is  in  progress  of  building,  and 
will  be  ready  for  use  in  time  for  the  next  session  of  public  schools.  Nearly 
all  the  houses  built  are  good,  and  perhaps  sufficient  to  answer  the  purposes 
of  the  districts  wherein  they  are  located.  Number  unfit  for  use,  134;  num- 
ber destitute  'Of  out-houses,  163  ;  number  with  furniture  unfit  for  use,  and 
injurious  to  health,  241.  No  injustice  would  be  done  to  many  districts,  if 
half  the  houses  not  put  down  as  destitute  of  out-buildings  were  thus  reported. 
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since  a  large  proportion  of  them  are  in  such  a  condition  as  to  render  them 
a  nuisance,  and  hence  equivalent  to  none  at  all. 

Furniture. — In  most  instances  where  new  houses  have  been  built,  care 
has  been  taken  to  supply  suitable  furniture.  No  other  changes  have  oc- 
curred, except  the  usual  amount  of  "  wear  and  tear." 

Ventilation. — This  subject  has  received  but  little  attention.  Windows 
are  the  only  means  of  ventilation  employed.  All  houses,  the  windows  of 
which  are  so  adjusted  as  to  admit  of  being  lowered  from  the  top,  as  v/ell  as 
raised  from  the  bottom,  are  classed  with  those  well  ventilated,  but  the 
truth  is,  there  is  not  a  well  ventilated  school  house  in  the  whole  county.  In 
some  instances  the  boys  provide  ventilation  for  themselves  by  pelting  out 
the  glass  with  stones.     They  then  become  winders. 

Apparatus. — No  new  apparatus  has  been  supplied  during  the  year.  This 
is  among  our  most  pressing  wants,  and  I  am  glad  to  know  that  there  is  a 
disposition  among  the  more  intelligent  class  of  directors  to  provide  for  it 
at  an  early  day.  a  teacher  can  no  more  teach  skilfully  and  successfully 
without  apparatus  than  a  mechanic  can  do  good  work  without  tools.  Maps, 
globes,  charts  and  geometrical  figures  should  be  in  every  school. 

Schools. — Whole  number,  430;  graded,  105;  well  classified,  S-tG;  nmii" 
ber  in  which  uniform  books  have  been  adopted,  167.  The  number  and  eott- 
ditiou  of  our  graded  schools  are  so  nearly  the  same  as  last  year,  that  I  need 
only  to  refer  to  my  last  report  to  give  a  proximate  idea  of  what  they  are  at 
present. 

I  would  also  refer  to  the  paragraph  in  that  report  on  uniformity  of  test- 
books,  for  a  synopsis  of  facts  under  that  head. 

Examinations  and  Certificates. — Whole  number  public  examinations  held^ 
53 ;  whole  number  provisional  certificates  issued,  419  ;  whole  number  pro- 
fessional certificates  issued,  63  ;  whale  number  applicants  rejected,  72.  Few 
certificates  were  endorsed  from  other  counties ;  few  special  examinations 
held,  and  few  certificates  renewed,  it  having  been  my  object  to  bi'ing  direc- 
tors and  teachers  together  as  much  as  possible  at  the  public  examinations. 
The  directors  of  Benton,  Huntington  and  Hazle  townships  are  always  found 
at  their  posts  on  examination  days.  This  practice  is  worthy  of  all  com- 
mendation, and  should  be  universal.  The  boards  of  Covington,  Butler,. 
Carbondale  and  Scranton  are  always  represented,  but  seldom  in  full  attend- 
ance, while  there  are  districts  whose  directors  never  know  of  the  appoint- 
ments till  several  days  after  the  time  has  past,  althourgb  the  notices  are 
always  publ  shod  in  three  or  four  of  the  county  papers.  The  difference  is 
plain  to  be  seen  in  the  condition  of  the  schools  and  school  houses  as  on  those 
occasions. 

Grade  of  Gertifi,cates. — Lowest  figure,  3  ;  lowest  average,  2.  This  stand- 
ard was  adopted  three  years  ago,  but  was  lowered  from  necessity  duric-g 
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the  two  winters  preceding  the  last.  We  have  reason  to  hope  that  such  a 
necessity  is  past  never  to  return.  More  permanent  certificates  were  issued 
than  in  any  previous  year,  but  were  generally  given  to  those  who  had  been 
earnestly,  and  zealously,  and  successfully  laboring  to  merit  them  from  four 
to  six  years. 

Teachers. — Though  in  respect  to  qualifications  and  experience  we  have 
not  fully  recovered  all  we  lost  from  the  effects  of  the  late  war,  still  much 
improvement  was  apparent  upon  the  preceding  two  years.  During  the  war 
male  teachers  were  scarce,  and  a  majority  of  those  we  had  were  but  poorly 
qualified. 

Visitations. — From  the  commencement  of  my  official  labors  it  has  been 
my  purpose  to  visit  all  the  schools  of  the  county  at  least  once  a  year,  and  I 
always  made  my  programmes  accordingly,  but  have  never  been  able  to 
fulfil  them  to  the  letter.  This  county  is  large  in  extent  of  territory :  it  is 
traversed  by  four  great  ranges  of  mountains,  and  in  many  portions  the  roads 
are  intolerable  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  To  hold  53  public  examinations ; 
write  400  letters  ;  travel  2,000  miles,  over  such  roads,  and  visit  400  schools, 
in  a  year,  is  next  to  impossible  ;  and  yet  all  this,  and  much  more,  is  ex- 
pected of  a  county  superintendent.  I  have  visited  nearly  all  the  schoc^ls 
once,  and  some  twice,  every  year.  Accidents,  sickness,  bad  condition  of 
the  roads,  and  bad  weather,  interferred  more  with  my  visitations  last  win- 
ter than  any  winter  previous.  Many  directors  think  that  a  superintendent 
can  give  attention  to  their  schools  at  any  moment  when  they  may  have 
occasion  to  call  upon  him,  and  their  astonishment  is  excited  to  the  highest 
pitch  if  he  fails  to  answer  all  their  letters  by  retui'n  mail,  as  if  he  could  be 
every  where  present,  and  always  at  home  at  the  same  time.  The  fact  is,  the 
work  in  the  county  is  more  than  any  one  man  can  do.  There  should  be  two 
superintendents  in  this  and  all  similar  counties. 

Iniitttutes. — District  institutes  have  been  entirely  abandoned,  except  where 
the  teachers  have  kept  them  up  voluntarily.  Such  has  been  the  case  in 
several  districts,  and  as  might  be  expected,  their  meetings  have  been  interest- 
ing and  profitable.  Compulsory  attendance  has  never  resulted  in  any  bene- 
fit to  teachers  or  schools  in  this  county.  When  the  heart  is  not  in  the  work, 
very  little  good  is  likely  to  be  accomplished. 

Our  county  institutes  and  associations  went  down  with  a  crash  during 
the  absence  of  our  male  teachers  in  the  war.  We  have  never  been  able  to 
revive.  It  was  my  intention  to  hold  one  this  spring,  but  I  failed  to  secure 
the  co-operatiou  of  such  teachers  as  were  needed  to  warrant  the  under- 
taking. 

"  O  !  the  Wolf  is  Nigh.^^ — A  great  obstacle  to  progress  arises  from  a  want 
of  competent  men,  in  many  places,  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  schools. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  there  are  many  districts  in  which  competent 


154  LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

men  could  not  be  found,  but  I  do  intend  to  assert  that  such  men  are  not 
always  chosen  for  school  oflScers,  and  it  is  my  deliberate  conviction,  that 
political  prejudice  lies  at  the  foundation  of  this  great  evil.  Events  which 
have  transpired  in  this  county,  under  my  personal  observation,  admonish 
me  that  the  "hour  cometh  and  now  is,"  when  the  true  friends  of  popular 
education  should  be  warned  of  the  danger  to  which  our  noble  school  system 
is  exposed,  from  the  wiles  of  intriguing  politicians.  Of  all  the  germs  of 
evil,  of  all  the  sources  of  mischief,  of  all  the  dangers,  seen  or  unseen,  *o 
which  our  schools  are  subject,  and  which,  if  not  timely  corrected,  is  dee* 
tined,  ultimately,  to  undermine  the  very  foundations,  and  destroy  forever 
ell  the  power  of  this  mighty  agency  for  good,  that  is  the  most  to  be  feared 
which  arises  from  the  liability  of  those  to  whom  is  entrusted  the  keeping  of 
this  sacred  charge,  to  suffer  their  actions  and  decisions  to  be  controlled  by 
political  motives.  Already  this  evil  has  assumed  the  proportions  of  a  mon- 
ster, threatening  to  gorge  himself  with  the  first  fruits,  and  fairest,  of  one  of 
the  noblest,  grandest,  sublimeet  enterprises  that  ever  claimed  the  devotion 
oi  man.  Not  satisfied  with  the  waste  of  ruin  he  has  already  wrought,  in 
attempting  to  rend  in  twain  the  veil  of  that  glorious  temple  consecrated  to 
"virtue,  liberty  and  independence,"  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers,  he  now 
stalk?  abrofld  with  bold,  defiant  front,  ready  to  cIobp  hi'i  voracious  jaw^  upon 
all  that  remains  to  inspire  hope  for  the  future,  and  thus  annihilate  forever 
the  first,  and  last,  and  only  means  by  which  the  blessings  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty  can  be  preserved  to  ourselves  or  transmitted  to  our  posterity. 
Away  with  a  man  who  can  not  rise  above  political  prejudice  when  called 
upon  to  assume  the  duties  of  a  school  officer  !  These  duties  are  too  im- 
portant, the  charge  too  sacred,  the  trust  too  fearfully  responsible  to  be  trifled 
with  thus  wantonly. 

Conclusion. — Six  years  have  elapsed  since  the  directors  of  this  county 
confided  to  me  the  responsible  position  of  couuty  superintendent.  At  the 
end  of  my  first  term  they  were  pleased  to  endorse  my  previous  course  by 
leaving  the  trust  still  in  my  keeping.  Though  I  have  witnessed  much  im- 
provement, I  cannot  say  that  I  am  satisfied  with  what  I  have  done,  or  with 
what  has  been  accomplished.  The  prosperity  of  the  work  has  not  been 
equal  to  my  desires.  It  is  well  known  that  we  had  more  to  contend  with 
during  the  four  years  of  war  than  at  any  previous  time  ;  still  we  can  truly 
say,  no  year  has  passed  without  some  prosperity. 

In  retiring  to  "private  life,"  I  wish  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  school 
directors  for  their  aid  and  comfort ;  to  teachers  for  their  co-operation  and 
sympathy;  to  friends  for  their  kindness  and  good  will,  and  to  the  dear  chil- 
dren for  their  cordial  greetings,  respectful  attention  and  cheerful  manifes- 
tations of  friendship. 
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Note  — Since  this  report  was  received  at  the  Department,  nearly  four 
hundred  schools  have  been  supplied  with  Perce's  magnetic  globes,  with 
brass  meridians,  globes  seven  to  twelve  inches  in  diameter.  A  considera- 
ble number  of  Guyot's  out-line  maps  have  also  been  introduced — a  healthy 
sign  of  progress. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— J.  T.  Reed. 

School  Mouses. — Whole  number,  200;  number  of  log,  22 ;  number  of 
stone,  10  ;  number  of  frame,  144  ;  number  unfit  for  use,  42 ;  number  built, 
4  ;  all  frame,  of  ordinary  size  ;  one  in  Hepburn,  one  in  Lews,  one  in  More- 
land,  and  one  in  Shrewsbury.  All  of  these  houses  are  supplied  with  in- 
ferior furniture,  though  made  on  the  right  plan,  but  very  poorly  put  together, 
Mid  will  go  to  pieces  in  a  short  time. 

Apparatus. — Forty  houses  are  still  without  black-board  surface,  and  in 
fifty  more  the  quantity  is  so  small  as  to  be  almost  useless  ;  but,  aside  from 
it,  and  a  few  orthographical  charts,  there  never  has  been  any  or  very  littie 
improvement  in  the  line  of  apparatus,  until  within  the  last  year,  during  which 
twenLj -eight  schools  were  supplied  with  Mitchell's  out-line  maps.  More 
would  have  been  supplied  were  it  not  that  all  the  districts,  except  two,  ape 
largely  in  debt  for  bounties  to  volunteers.  For  the  same  reason  so  few  new 
houses  were  erected.  However,  it  is  hoped  that  the  directors  will  continue, 
at  least,  at  the  same  ratio  to  supply  the  schools  with  maps,  until  every 
school  in  the  county  shall  contain  a  full  set  of  out-line  maps. 

Examinations. — Forty-four  examinations  were  held,  at  which  160  teach- 
ers were  examined  by  a  combination  of  the  oral  and  written  methods ;  76 
were  examined  privately,  at  the  request  of  directors,  making  236  in  all. 

Certificates. — Two  hundred  and  thirty-six  provisional  certificates  were 
issued;  138  to  females,  and  98  to  males.  Jennie  Reighard,  of  Williams- 
port,  and  Clara  Funston,  of  Newberry,  received  professional  certificates  at 
the  county  institute,  before  which  they  read  essays. 

Teachers. — Whole  number  employed  228,  of  which  130  were  females,  and 
98  males  ;  61  having  taught  less  than  oneyear,  and  50  beginners.  It  will 
be  seen  by  the  statistical  report,  that  the  average  grade  of  teachers'  cer- 
tificates is  quite  low  ;  entirely  below  what  it  should  be.  This  is  a  corres- 
ponding result  of  low  salaries,  which  constitutes  one  of  the  greatest  drav/- 
backs  to  American  school  institutions.  It  is  so  plain  as  to  be  noticeable  in 
foreign  countries.  Even  a  German,  writing  to  a  friend  in  America,  says, 
"  that  we  spend  large  sums  of  money  in  building  fine  seminaries  and  colleges, 
but  starve  the  professors  in  them."  The  same  may  be  truthfully  said  of  the 
teachers  of  the  common  schools.     They  are  employed  for  starvation  prices  ; 
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but  this  evil  must  be  overcome  before  we  can  expect  to  get  learned  teachers, 
and  if  we  do  not  get  them  the  future  progress  of  our  schools  will  be  greatly- 
endangered.  Money  will  command  talent ;  and  it  is  natural  for  men  to  go 
where  they  can  get  the  most  of  it. 

Visitations. — Whole  number  schools  visited  228,  of  which  50  were  visited 
twice,  and  105  visits  made  accompanied  by  directors.  My  mode  of  visiting 
schools  has  been  :  1st.  To  notice  the  order  of  the  school  and  conduct  of  the 
scholars.  2d.  To  inquire  into  the  classification  of  the  school.  3d.  To  call 
up  classes  and  review  them  sufficiently  to  ascertain  their  degree  of  thorough- 
ness ;  and  4th.  To  address  the  scholars  about  fifteen  minutes,  on  the  im- 
portance of  study  and  improving  their  time.  I  believe  the  schools  were  all 
visited  by  the  directors.  While  visiting  the  schools  of  Clinton  I  was 
accompanied  by  the  whole  board,  and  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  citizens. 
Such  is  the  proper  spirit  to  manifest  in  behalf  of  the  schools.  I  hope  it  may, 
ere  long,  spread  itself  over  the  entire  county,  for  it  has  a  marked  and  salu- 
tary influence  upon  the  schools. 

Institides. — District  institutes  were  held  in  three  districts,  viz:  in  the 
city  of  Williamsport,  with  eighteen  teachers ;  Muncy  borough,  with  five 
teachers,  and  Mifflin  township,  with  nine  teachers,  making  thirty-two  teach- 
ers in  all  that  attended  district  institutes.  The  teachers  of  Mifflin  kept  up 
the  institute  on  their  own  volition,  in  addition  to  teaching  twenty-two  days. 
The  county  institute  was  held  at  Williamsport,  in  the  month  of  October,  and 
remained  in  session  three  days ;  about  sixty  teachers  were  in  attendance. 

Schools. — The  schools  were  well  attended,  and  scholars  made  good  pro- 
greas.  During  my  whole  term  of  superintendency  I  urged  upon  the  teachers 
and  scholars  thoroughness,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  much  good  is  the  result. 
The  schools  are  better  classified,  the  definitions,  rules  and  principles  ape 
better  learned  and  understood  by  the  pupils.  I  always  protested  against 
the  teachers  trying  to  do  more  than  one  thing  at  a  time  ;  for  instance,  heap- 
ing a  class  read  and  instructing  another  in  arithmetic  at  the  same  time.  If 
there  is  any  one  class  that  should  receive  the  attention  of  the  teacher  moP8 
than  another,  it  is  reading.  Scholars,  perhaps,  spend  more  of  their  school 
days  in  learning  to  read  than  in  any  thing  else,  and  yet  there  are  few  good 
readers.  The  reason  is,  they  are  not  instructed  in  the  elocutionary  princi- 
ples of  reading.  Many  teachers,  as  well  as  scholars,  think  that  if  they  can 
only  call  the  words  properly  at  sight  that  is  all  sufficient.  I  always  heard 
the  advanced  classes  read,  and  gave  instructions,  by  showing  them  the  im- 
portance of  being  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  reading  ;  also  selected 
pieces  which  should  be  read  in  different  styles,  and  read  them.  No  schools 
were  graded  during  the  year. 

M'jral  Instruction. — The  Bible  was  read  in  ninety-six  schools — a  few 
were  also  opened  with  prayer. 
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School  Rouses. — Two  have  been  built :  one  in  Anin  and  one  in  Ceres. 
Both  are  good  frame  buildings,  and  well  arranged. 

There  are  ten  school  houses  which  are  injurious  to  the  health  of  pupils, 
owing  to  bad  seats  and  insufBcient  shelter  in  winter.  But  these  places  of 
torment,  in  most  cases,  belong  to  the  past,  and,  it  is  believed,  will  soon  be 
re-placed  by  commodious  buildings. 

Apparatus. — Aside  from  black-board  surface  and  maps,  there  is  but  little 
apparatus.  A  good  dictionary  of  the  English  language  should  be  furnished 
by  directors  to  every  school. 

Examinations. — I  have  had  seventeen  public  examinations,  at  which  1 
have  granted  eighty-three  provisional  certificates,  and  rejected  six.  I  have 
examined  privately  nineteen,  giving  certificates  for  one  term  only.  No  pro- 
fessional certificates  have  been  given.  In  my  inspections,  I  have  combined 
the  oral  and  written  methods.  A  greater  number  of  directors  have  been 
present  at  the  examinations  than  in  any  previous  year  since  my  connection 
with  the  schools.  In  my  attempts  to  elevate  the  standard  of  qualifications 
in  teachers,  I  have  been  annoyed  by  the  complaint  of  a  certain  class  of 
teachers,  while  I  have  been  encouraged  by  our  best  educators,  and  by  the 
directors  universally. 

Visitations. — On  being  re-appointed  August  7,  I  gave  all  my  time  to  the 
schools,  till  the  close  of  the  summer  term,  making  thirty-two  visits.  During 
the  winter  term  I  visited  every  school  but  one  that  was  open,  making  sixty- 
three  visits — ninety-five  visits  in  all. 

District  Insiitules  have  been  held  in  but  two  districts.  Where  most  of 
the  teachers  are  young  and  inexperienced,  and  where  but  few  can  meet, 
which  is  the  case  in  nearly  all  our  districts,  institutes  are  not  profitable 
unless  teachers  are  possessed  of  more  enthusiasm  than  is  usual. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Bible  has  been  read  in  all  our  schools  but  eleven. 
Besides,  in  most  of  them,  lessons  in  morals  and  conduct  have  been  given, 
by  enlarging  upon  the  incidents  and  applying  the  principles  found  in  or 
suggested  by  the  daily  task.  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  usefulness  which 
teachers  should  not  forget. 

Obstacles. — Two  are  very  evident : 

Ist.  The  inexperience  and  lack  of  attainments  of  teachers.  Yery  few 
purpose  to  make  teaching  a  permanent  pursuit.  Most  of  our  teachers  are 
young  females,  and  by  the  time  they  become  efficient  instructors,  they,  in 
a  majority  of  cases,  leave  the  labors  of  the  school  room  for  the  duties  of  the 
household.  Thus  we  have  a  large  proportion  of  young  and  inexperienced 
teachers. 
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2d.  The  criminal  neglect  of  parents,  in  regard  to  sending  their  children 
to  school.  That  parent  or  guardian  is  guilty  of  doing  a  life-long  and  irre* 
parable  injury  to  the  children  whom  he  suflFers  to  be  tardy  and  irregular  in 
their  attendance  at  school,  and  to  whom  he  does  not  furnish  proper  books 
and  give  due  encouragement. 
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In  the  statistical  report,  herewith  transmitted,  will  be  found  abundant  evi- 
dence of  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  schools,  and  the  general  advance- 
ment of  educational  aflfairs  daring  the  past  year. 

In  almost  every  district  there  was  an  increase  of  interest  and  of  effort, 
in  behalf  of  the  schools.  About  one  hundred  schools  were  supplied  with 
astronomical  charts,  and  about  thirty  with  maps  and  globes.  More  than 
thirty  thousand  dollars  were  expended  in  building  and  repairing  school 
houses.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  length  of  the  school  term,  in  the 
salaries  of  teachers  and  in  the  average  attendance.  The  schools  of  Sharon, 
which  had  not  been  in  operation  for  two  years,  were  re-organized  on  the 
Union  graded  system,  in  November.  They  have  been  eminently  prosper- 
ous thus  far.  Hickory,  which  has  always  been  in  the  lead  of  our  rural  dis- 
tricts, in  every  important  improvement,  abolished  tho  practice  of  "  board- 
ing round,"  at  the  commencement  of  the  winter  term. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  there  were  some  failures.  In  a  few  districts 
there  was  much  to  discourage  the  friends  of  progress  and  improvement. 
Still,  it  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report,  that,  generally,  the 
schools  were  more  prosperous,  and  the  people  more  ardently  attached  bo 
the  cause  of  popular  education,  than  at  any  former  period  in  the  history  of 
our  common  school  system. 

New  Houses. — The  Union  school  house  in  Sharon,  which  was  reported  in 
course  of  erection  last  year,  was  completed  in  September,  and  dedicated 
with  appropriate  exercises,  to  the  noble  cause  of  virtue  and  education,  on 
the  tenth  of  November.  It  is  a  beautiful  and  substantial  brick  edifice,  three 
stories  high,  containing  ten  school  rooms,  each  twenty-four  by  thirty-feet, 
and  a  lecture  hall,  thirty  by  fifty  feet. 

The  furniture  of  each  room  is  neatly  and  substantially  constructed,  hand- 
somely painted  and  varnished,  and  conveniently  arranged.  The  entire  cost 
of  the  lot,  building  and  furniture,  was  about  twenty-four  thousand  dollars. 

The  directors  of  Lackawannock  exemplified  their  appreciation  of  the  beau* 
tiful,  as  a  means  of  social  refinement  and  moral  culture,  by  erecting  a  brick 
edifice,  which  in  point  of  beauty,  convenience  and  permanency,  is  equal,  if 
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not  superior,  to  any  other  country  school  hoase  in  the  county.  The  loca» 
tion,  though  difficult  of  access,  is  pleasant  and  healthful.  The  cost  of  this 
house,  including  lot  and  furniture,  was  two  thousand  and  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Teachers. — About  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  teachers  employed  during 
the  year  gave  full  satisfaction.  They  taught  the  several  branches  vrell  and 
thoroughly.  Their  modes  of  government  were  mild,  but  firm  and  efficient. 
In  but  few  cases  did  they  find  it  necessary  to  inflict  corporal  punishment. 
Their  methods  of  instruction  and  discipline  indicated  that  they  had  correct 
views  concerning  the  nature  and  object  of  education.  Their  pupils  were 
diligent  in  their  studies,  polite  and  refined  in  their  manners,  full  of  life,  en- 
ergy and  zeal,  but  quiet  and  orderly  in  their  conduct,  and  attentive,  thought-^ 
ful  and  thorough  in  their  recitations.  Of  a  majority  of  the  rest,  it  may  be 
said,  that  they  were  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
and  reasonably  successful.  The  average  grade  of  their  certificates  was 
about  two  and  one-third. 

It  is  important  that  directors  should  acquire  some  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  success  in  the  practice  of  teaching.  There  is  only  one  element  in 
the  teacher's  qualifications,  which  some  directors  seem  to  appreciate,  and 
that  is,  the  ability  to  govern  the  school,  or  rather  the  ability  to  keep  the 
school  quiet ;  whether  by  the  power  of  kindness,  or  by  the  use  of  the  rod,  is 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  them.  When  they  visit  the  schools,  their  oniy  ob- 
ject is  to  ascertain  whether  the  pupils  are  well  governed  or  not.  Beyond 
this  ihey  do  not  extend  their  observations.  Hence,  in  some  districts,  those 
teachers  who  are  most  successful  in  managing  turbulent  boys,  receive  the 
highest  amount  of  compensation,  without  the  least  regard  to  their  other 
qualifications.  Whatever  natural  or  acquired  ability  teachers  may  possess, 
as  disciplinarians,  if  they  are  ignorant  of  the  theory  of  teaching — those 
principles  of  mental,  moral  and  physical  culture,  which  underlie  all  sound 
instruction — and  have  not  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subjects  which  they 
attempt  to  teach,  they  are  but  "  blind  leaders  of  the  blind." 

The  increase  of  female  teachers  was  not,  in  the  least,  detrimental  to  the 
schools.  In  some  districts  there  is  still  a  strong  prejudice  against  female 
teachers.  Their  employment  is  simply  a  matter  of  economy  and  necessity. 
At  the  same  salary,  an  ignorant  male  teacher  would  be  preferred  to  an  in- 
telligent  female. 

By  reference  to  the  statistical  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  certificates  issued  ;  but  as  many  were  issued  for 
one  term  only,  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  there  was  a  corresponding  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  teachers.  As  in  former  years,  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  that  a  sufficient  number  of  competent  teachers  could  be  procured. 
Every  year  a  large  number  of  our  best  teachers  quit  the  profession,  to  en- 
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gage  in  other  business.  In  order  to  secure  a  sufficient  number  of  perma- 
nent, well  qualified  teachers,  directors  must  use  the  proper  means  to  retain 
all  good  teachers,  after  they  have  procured  them,  and  to  induce  youag  men 
aad  women,  of  the  proper  qualifications,  to  choose  teaching  as  their  perma- 
nent profession.  The  schools  should  be  kept  open  at  least  eight  mouths 
during  the  year.  Teachers  should  be  employed  for  the  entire  term — the 
whole  length  of  time  the  schools  are  kept  open. 

Teachers  should  be  allowed  a  compensation  commensurate  with  the  im- 
portance and  dignity  of  their  calling.  No  one  but  a  sluggard  would  think 
of  choosing  a  profession,  which  would  not  afford  him  constant  employment, 
and  sufficient  emoluments  to  enable  him  to  provide  the  ordinary  comforts 
of  life. 

Boarding  Round. — This  abominable  practice  still  prevails  in  every  rural 
district,  except  one.  Every  reason  for  continuing  it  is  founded  in  selfish- 
ness. All  the  advantages  of  the  custom  are  on  one  side.  All  the  good 
which  results  from  it,  is  at  the  expense  of  the  teacher.  Oar  female  teach- 
ers have  realized  that  boarding  round,  especially  in  the  winter,  injures  tbeir 
health,  prevents  them  from  improving  their  minds,  and,  in  a  great  measure, 
disqualifies  them  for  the  proper  discharge  of  their  professional  duties. 

Visitation. — A  few  schools  were  not  visited,  as  they  were  not  open  at  the 
time  I  was  in  the  district.  The  number  of  visits  made,  however,  exceeded 
the  number  of  schools  in  the  county.  The  length  of  the  visits  varied  ac- 
cording to  the  condition  of  the  schools  ;  from  one  hour  to  one  half  da}*.  The 
average  length  of  the  visits  was  about  one  hour  and  forty  minutes.  As  a 
general  rule,  that  is  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  enable  the  superi:jtendent 
to  form  a  correct  opinion  in  regard  to  the  general  condition  of  the  school, 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  teacher's  methods  of  instructi*  n  and  disci- 
pline conform  to  the  true  principles  of  education,  and  to  suggest  such  im- 
provements in  the  schools,  and  give  such  directions  in  the  art  of  teaching, 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

State  Appropriation. — A  large  increase  of  the  State  appropriation  is  re- 
commended. The  amount  usually  appropriated  to  the  schools  is  but  an 
inconsiderable  pittance,  when  compared  with  the  whole  amount  expended 
for  school  purposes.  The  poorer  portions  of  the  State  need  relief  if  the 
State  appropriation  be  not  largely  increased,  the  Legislature  will  ultimately 
be  pressed  to  impose  a  uniform  State  school  tax. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Legislature- at  its  next  session,  in  considering  this 
subject,  will  be  guided  by  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  times,  and  appro- 
priate an  amount  to  the  schools,  at  least  double  that  granted  at  its  last 
session. 

We  cannot  see  any  justice  or  propriety  in  making  the  number  of  taxa- 
bles  the  basis  of  apportioning  the  State  appropriation.     We  think  it  shouhJ 
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be  distributed  among  the  several  districts,  in  proportion  to  the  average 
number  of  scholars  attending  the  schools,  and  the  average  length  of  time 
the  schools  are  kept  open,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  school  law. 

Teachers'  Certificates. — It  is  recommended  that  the  form  of  teachers'  cer- 
tificates be  so  changed  that  they  may  be  issued,  in  the  discretion  of  the  su- 
perintendent, for  one,  two  or  three  years,  according  to  the  qualifications  of 
those  receiving  them.  There  are  many  good  teachers  who,  though  they 
are  not  fully  entitled  to  professional  certificates,  should  not  be  required  to 
pass  an  examination  every  year.  The  practice  of  issuing  certificates  for  an 
unlimited  time,  is  of  doubtful  propriety.  Many  teachers,  who  received  pro- 
fessional certificates  eight  years  ago,  could  not  now  obtain  good  provi- 
sional certificates. 

Compulsory  Attendance. — The  irregularity  of  attendance  may  be  reme- 
died, in  a  great  measure,  by  making  the  school  houses  comfortable  and  at- 
tractive, and  by  improving  the  efficiency  and  usefulness  of  the  schools. 
We  are  opposed,  in  toto,  to  any  law  making  the  attendance  of  pupils  at 
our  public  schools  compulsory.  Parents  have  the  right  to  rule  their  own 
children.  Any  legislative  action  that  would  either  force  parents  to  send 
their  children  to  school,  or  force  children  to  school  against  the  will  of  their 
parents,  would  be  an  infringement  upon  this  sacred  right.  Our  noble 
school  system  is  intended  to  promote  liberty,  and  not  to  destroy  it.  And  if 
this  evil  cannot  be  remedied  in  any  other  way,  it  will  be  far  wiser  and  better 
to  endure  it  patiently,  than  to  attempt  to  remedy  it  by  an  act  of  tyranny. 
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School  Houses. — Five  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  year :  two 
in  Armagh,  one  in  Bratton  and  two  in  Freedom  Forge  district.  What  is 
remarkable,  in  each  case,  the  origin  of  the  fire  is  involved  in  mystery.  No 
one  can  account  for  it,  though  the  impression  in  general  is  that  they 
were  set  on  fire.  This  sounds  badly  for  Mifflin  county.  The  two  houses  in 
Armagh  and  one  in  Freedom  Forge  district  were  old,  the  other  in  Freedom 
was  new,  but  only  a  temporary  house  connected  with  the  old.  All  of  these 
■were  but  illy  adapted  to  school  purposes,  and  would,  no  doubt,  in  a  few 
years  have  been  re-placed  by  new  ones. 

The  house  in  Bratton,  however,  was  a  new  and  very  good,  large  and  com- 
modious building,  one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  and  its  loss  is  most  deeply 
regretted.  Some  person,  actuated  by  some  fiendish  spirit,  entered  it  in  the 
night  time,  applied  the  torch  and  left.  No  person,  as  yet,  has  been  arrested, 
the  suspected  party  having  disappeared. 
11  School  Rep. 
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Three  houses  have  been  erected  and  one  parchased  ;  all  in  Armagh.  The 
two  destroyed  by  fire  were  re-built  Both  of  these  are  frame,  respectable 
in  proportions,  and  constructed  with  reference  to  comfort  and  convenience 
of  teacher  and  pupils.  The  one  is  beautifully  located  in  a  grove,  and  after 
the  stumps  and  rubbage  are  removed  from  the  play-ground,  will  be  a  com- 
fortable borne  for  children.  The  other  is  not  so  happily  located,  having 
also  a  very  small  play-ground. 

The  third  is  a  log-house,  put  up  in  rough  order,  in  an  out-of-the-way, 
troublesome  corner  of  the  district,  where  education  is  by  no  means  as  highly 
prized  as  it  might  be. 

The  aggregate  cost  about  $1,600, 

The  house  purchased  is  a  fine  brick  building,  at  Locke's  Mills,  formerly 
used  as  an  academy.  An  excellent  building  for  school  purposes,  with  nice, 
though  moderately  sized  grounds,  partly,  and,  no  doubt,  before  long  will 
be  completely  fenced. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — The  furniture  of  the  new  houses,  though  good 
enough  in  design,  seems  to  be  constructed  too  much  with  reference  to  cheap- 
ness ;  will  likely  not  be  lasting.  No  other  houses  have  been  supplied  with 
new  furniture.  With  apparatus  a  few  have.  The  new  and  excellent  house 
in  Yeagertown,  Derry  district,  has  been  supplied  with  a  complete  set  of 
Pelton's  out-line  maps  and  Osgood's  cards.  Some  other  schools  in  the  dis- 
trict have  also  had  their  old  cards  re-placed  by  new  ones.  The  directors 
of  this  district  are  alive  to  the  wants  of  the  schools,  exert  themselves  to  se- 
cure good  teachers,  and  to  put  up  good  buildings  when  they  do  build.  We 
hope  they  will  feel  themselves  able  before  long  to  re-place  the  old  house  at 
Kelly's  with  a  substantial  brick  building.  Also  the  one  at  Stine^s  with  the 
same  kiud  of  building. 

Schools. — There  has  been  improvement  made  in  the  schools  over  last  year. 
In  some,  the  grading  was  better.  In  many  the  government  and  teaching 
were  better.  The  Lewistown  ^nd  M'Veytown  schools  have  been  improved 
in  their  grading,  and  through  that,  in  their  efficiency.  Heretofore,  in  each 
of  those  places,  there  have  been  two  high  schools,  male  and  female ;  they 
were  taught  in  adjoining  rooms,  and  the  teachers  generally  exchanged 
classes  ;  but  it  has  been  thought  better  to  grade  the  schools  and  give  to 
each  teacher  his  own  pupils,  and  but  one  grade.  So  there  is  now  but  one 
high  school  in  each  place.  This  is  much  more  satisfactory  to  teachers  and 
better  for  the  pupils.  It  also  improves  the  grading  of  some  of  the  lower 
schools. 

The  schools  of  Lewistown,  M'Veytown,  Newton  Hamilton  and  Freedom 
Forge,  eighteen  in  all,  constitute  the  whole  number  of  graded  schools  in 
the  county.  Tbe  growing  wants  in  other  places  for  such  schools  are  de- 
manding attention,  and  will,  in  time^  give  rise  to  the  requisite  buildings. 
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The  classification  of  our  schools  is  about  as  good  as  we  can  expect  under 
the  circumstances.  Irregularity  of  attendance  is  the  greatest  obstacle  to 
proper  classification.  Good  teachers  who  always  succeed  best  in  securing 
attendance  have  invariably  the  best  classified  schools.  Nearly  all  the  schools 
are  opened  by  reading  Scripture.     Some  by  reading  Scripture  and  prayer. 

Examinaiions. — My  examinations  have  been  chiefly  oral,  but  I  have  con- 
cluded hereafter  to  have  them  chiefly  written.  My  experience  has  taught 
me  that  it  is  extremly  difficult  to  do  full  justice  to  each  member  of  a  class 
by  the  oral  method.  Some  who  are  blessed  with  an  abundance  of  self-con- 
fidence seem  to  tell  more  than  they  know.  Others  become  embarrassed  and 
fail  to  tell  what  they  know.  Again,  I  am  urging  directors  to  pay  teachers 
according  to  the  grade  of  their  certificates  ;  and  it  is  highly  important  that 
each  teacher  have  what  he  deserves  and  nothing  more. 

Teachers  also  are  frequently  dissatisfied  with  their  certificates,  and  by 
referring  to  their  papers  the  superintendent  can  satisfy  them  that  they  have 
not  been  unjustly  dealt  with. 

I  held  twelve  public  and  fifteen  private  examinations ;  in  all  examined 
eighty-nine  applicants  ;  rejected  six  ;  granted  eighty-four  provisional  cer- 
tificates, two  professional,  and  endorsed  six.  The  average  grade  of  certifi- 
cates about  two. 

Teachers. — Of  the  ninety-four  teachers  of  the  county,  fifty-one  are  males 
and  forty-three  females  ;  precisely  the  same  number  of  each  was  engaged 
in  the  county  last  year.  Probably  the  number  of  female  teachers  will  not 
be  diminished  much,  as  prejudice  against  them  is  wearing  away.  In  seve- 
ral parts  of  the  county  it  was  compelled  to  give  way  the  past  year.  Schools 
which  had  been  in  a  notoriously  bad  condition,  and  came  to  be  so  in  the 
hands  of  male  teachers,  grew  into  beautiful  proportions  beneath  the  genius 
and  power  of  the  female  mind.  In  Lewistown  the  entire  machinery 
was  run  by  a  corps  of  female  teachers,  and  certainly  it  was  run  with  as 
little  jarring  and  as  clear  a  hum  as  formerly. 

There  has  been  a  decided  improvement  on  the  part  of  a  goodly  number 
of  teachers  of  Mifflin  county  in  school  discipline.  The  superintendent,  be- 
lieving that  an  evil  of  no  small  magnitude  had  grown  up  in  our  schools,  from 
the  false  theory  of  home  discipline,  allowing  the  dear  children  to  rule,  called 
the  attention  of  teachers  particularly  to  it,  and  he  has  the  satisfaction  to 
know  that  improvement  has  been  made,  and  he  hopes  it  will  continue  to  be 
made,  until  the  children  in  our  schools  every  where  will  be  taught  to  respect 
law  and  authority,  a  thing  which  they  too  seldom  learn  at  home. 

Although  many  teachers  have  not  succeeded  as  they  expect  to  do  with 
more  experience,  there  have  been  but  two  entire  failures,  ona  a  male,  the 
other  a  female  teacher. 

VisUations, — Two  schools  of  the  ninety-four  I  visited  only  once ;  eighty 
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twice  and  twelve  three  or  more  times.     Average  length  of  visits  about 
two  hours. 

In  a  goodly  number  of  visits  I  was  accompanied  by  directors  or  citizens 
but  not  as  frequently  as  I  ought  to  have  been,  or  as  I  expect  to  be  here- 
after. I  think  it  highly  important  that  directors  accompany  the  superinten- 
dent while  on  his  official  visits.  The  superintendent,  after  making  sugges- 
tions to  teachers,  if  necessary,  on  points  of  order  or  teaching,  in  which 
they  fail,  should  make  known  the  same  to  the  directors,  and  request  them 
to  visit  the  schools  occasionally  and  note  the  improvement.  They  would 
then  have  an  object  in  visiting  schools,  and  would  become  more  interested 

in  them. 

District  Institutes. — All  are  dead  except  one.     Killed  by  the  Legislature, 
were  they  ?     No,  they  died  a  natural  death,  without  even  a  struggle.     Will 
they  rise  again  ?     Yes,  I  am  expecting  a  general  resurrection  at  no  distant 
period,  with  bodies,  too,  more  spiritual  than  before.     But  why  did  they  die  ? 
Institutes  originally  grew  out  of  the  wants  of  the  teachers.     Teachers  had 
caught  the  professional  spirit  and  were  growing  in  it ;  many  were  prepar- 
ing for  the  school  room,  intending  to  devote  their  lives  to  the  education  of  the 
children  ;  not  because  they  were  unfit  for  anything  else,  but  because  they 
loved  it,  and  thought  it  a  magnificent  field  in  which  to  labor  and  to  die.     They 
were  not  simply  willing  but  were  anxious  to  embrace  every  means  for  their 
improvement.     And  when  institutes  were  suggested,  they  were  delighted 
with  the  idea,  and  found  in  those  meetings  an  efficient  agency  for  their  ad- 
vancement in  the  knowledge  and   wisdom   requisite  to  the  school  room. 
They  expected — which  they  in  reason  and  justice  had  a  right  to  expect — 
that  well  qualified,  experienced  and  efficient  teachers  would  be  paid  accord- 
ingly.    But,  during  the  war,  when  labor  of  every  other  kind  advanced  100 
per  cent.,  teaching  advanced  only  from  25  to  30  per  cent.,  compelling  those 
who  were  so  enthusiastic  before  to  leave  the  school  room.     Some  went  into 
the  army  ;  some  into  other  pursuits  which  afforded  them  a  livelihoood.     The 
schools  generally  were  left  in  the  hands  of  youug,  inexperienced  teachers, 
many  of  them  poorly  qualified  either  for  the  school  or  the  institute  room  ;  be- 
sides a  much  larger  proportion  than  before,  of  these  teachers  were  females, 
and,  right  or  wrong,  they  would  frequently  have  excuses  for  not  attending 
institutes.  And,  besides  all  this,  poor  teachers  were  generally  paid  the  same 
as  good  ones,  depriving  them  of  almost  every  incentive  to  make  special 
preparation  for  the  school  room.     Interest  in  institutes  died  away,  and  they 
became  simply  form   without  spirit.     Teachers  met  generally  to   have  a 
good  time,  frequently  at  11   A.  M.,  and  adjourning  at  3   P.  M.,  saving  a 
dollar.     This  is  a  simple,  brief  but  truthful  history  of  teachers'  institutes,  at 
least  in  Mifflin  county,  thus  far.     I  said  there  was  one  exception  ;  that  one 
institute  was  living  ;  that  is  in  Union  district.     That  is  the  only  district  in 
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the  county,  it  seems,  that  has  not  lost  its  old  teachers  by  the  war ;  and  a 
thing  which  is  very  creditable,  the  teachers  have  not  lost  their  professional 
zeal  or  spirit. 

Granville  district  is  also  worthy  of  mention  for  the  zeal  of  its  female 
teachers  in  sustaining,  so  long  and  so  well,  their  institute,  even  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  personal  sacrifice. 

I  have  no  fears  for  the  future  of  institutes.  They  are  bound  to  come  up 
again  as  the  professional  and  educational  spirit  of  the  county  rises.  This 
they  will  do  independent  of  the  Legislature.  Things  are  brightening  up 
already  in  our  county.  People  are  looking  out  for  good  teachers  and  are 
willing  to  pay  them.  A  new  impulse  is  being  given  to  the  cause,  and 
teachers  generally  are  becoming  encouraged,  and  are  beginning  to  think  of 
preparing  for  the  school  room.  I  think  I  shall  be  safe  in  guaranteeing  at 
least  ten  institutes  in  Mifflin  county  next  year. 

Meetings. — A  county  institute  was  held  last  August  in  Lewistown,  con- 
tinning  in  session  one  week.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  not  as  large 
as  we  would  desire,  for  the  reason  that  many  teachers  were  attending  Prof. 
Sharp's  school,  and  could  not  well  leave.  Still  the  number  present  was 
sufficient  to  make  the  meeting  interesting  and  profitable.  Prof.  S.  R. 
Thompson,  of  the  State  Normal  school  at  Edinboro',  was  present  and  ren- 
dered us  much  valuable  service  in  teaching,  lecturing,  &c.  Profs.  Shuma- 
ker,  Sharp,  Hon.  C.  R.  Coburn  and  Azariah  Smith,  Esq  ,  were  present  part 
of  the  week,  lecturing  in  the  evening  and  contributing  much  to  the  interest 
of  the  meeting  through  the  day. 

In  January  the  Mifflin  County  Teachers'  association  met  at  M'Yeytown, 
and  continued  in  session  four  days.  It  was  one  of  the  largest  meetings  of 
the  kind  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  exercises  were  generally  interesting 
and  certainly  profitable  to  those  who  participated  actively,  Messrs.  Mau- 
son,  Eldridge  and  Clark,  from  Philadelphia,  were  present  and  took  part  in 
the  exercises.  Lectures  were  delivered  by  Rev.  M.  Floyd  and  Prof.  J.  P. 
Wickersham,  to  large  and  interesting  audiences. 

Uniformity  of  Text-books. — A  convention  of  the  school  directors  of  Mif- 
flin county  was  called  in  August  last,  by  the  superintendent,  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  adopting  a  uniform  series  of  text-books  for  the  schools  of  the 
county.  The  meeting  was  held  in  Lewistown,  attended  by  over  half  the 
whole  number  of  directors  in  the  county,  those  present  representing  all  the 
districts  except  one.  Resolutions  were  offered,  and,  after  some  discussion, 
were  unanimously  passed,  setting  forth  the  evils  of  a  multiplicity  of  text- 
books, and  in  favor  of  a  uniformity  throughout  the  county.  A  committee 
was  then  appointed,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each  district,  which 
committee  appointed  a  sub-committee  of  five,  to  which  the  superintendent 
was  afterwards  added,  whose  business  it  was  to  correspond  with  publishers, 


166  MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 

examine  and  select  the  books,  and  ascertain  the  best  terms  on  which  they 
could  be  had  for  exchange  or  introdQction. 

After  the  sub-committee  had  completed  its  work  a  meeting  of  the  general 
committee  was  called,  to  which  the  sub-committee  reported.  The  report 
of  the  sub-committee  was  accepted,  and,  by  the  general  committee,  brought 
before  the  respective  school  boards  of  the  county  for  ratification.  About 
half  the  school  boards  of  the  county  have  already  adopted  the  books  recom- 
mended by  the  committee,  and,  no  doubt,  before  schools  open  next  fall,  all 
the  boards  in  the  county  will  have  adopted  them.  This,  for  reasons  we  will 
not  take  time  to  give,  at  present,  we  believe  will  promote  the  educational 
interests,  and,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  saving  to  the  people  in  money. 

Irregularity  of  Attendance. — One  of  the  most  alarming  evils  of  our 
schools  undoubtedly  is  irregularity  of  attendance.  In  some  districts  of 
this,  as  doubtless  in  every  county  of  the  State,  the  average  attendance  is 
but  little  over  half  the  whole  number  of  scholars  in  the  district.  Some 
children,  indeed,  are  receiving  no  eduaation  at  all  except  that  which  Nature 
furnishes,  and  that  which  ignorant,  often  vicious,  parents  impart.  In  the 
midst  of  schools  they  are  growing  up  barbarians,  as  another  has  said.  This 
evil,  it  was  believed,  would  disappear  as  the  public  school  system  developed 
its  vitality  more  fully,  but  it  has  been  growing.  It  is  proper  to  state  that 
the  groioth  of  this  evil  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  derangement  of  schools 
by  the  war.  Schools  generally  have  suffered,  some  very  materially,  by  being 
left  in  the  hands  of  teachers  less  experienced  and  inefficient  than  formerly. 
They,  in  consequence,  naturally  declined  in  attendance.  Again,  the  scarcity 
of  laborers  made  a  great  demand  for  boys  and  girls  on  the  farm,  in  the  store 
and  in  the  work-shop.  This  also  lowered  the  average  attendance.  Still, 
after  making  a  reasonable  allowance  for  this,  which  in  time  will  correct 
itself,  we  know  there  are  many  children  who  either  do  not  attend  school  at 
all,  or  attend  so  irregularly  as  to  make  their  schooling  practically  of  no  value 
to  themselves,  and  great  trouble  and  annoyance  to  others.  These  children 
generally  have  little  or  nothing  to  do  at  home,  grow  up  in  idleness,  forming 
bad  habits,  and,  in  all  probability,  when  grown  or  before,  some  of  them  will 
find  their  way  into  our  State  prisons. 

This  ought  not  to  be  suffered.  But  how  is  it  to  be  remedied  ?  "Compel 
attendance  by  law,''  say  some.  This  idea  has  been  gaining  prominency  of 
late.  It  has  been  discussed  at  debating  societies  and  in  private  circles  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  the  affirmative,  it  is  generally  conceded,  has  the  strongest 
arguments  Asa  matter  of  abstract  right,  the  proposition  can  be  sustained 
no  doubt.  Upon  the  idea  that  the  State  needs  the  skill,  and  industry,  and 
intelligence,  and  virtue  of  all  its  citizens,  is  based  the  right  of  the  State  to 
tax,  indiscriminately,  for  the  development  of  these  ;  but  it  were  a  strange 
right  that  would  allow  the  State  in  this  way  to  provide  means  and  facilities 
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for  the  education  of  all,  and  then  not  allow  it  to  cause  them  to  be  used. 
Still,  granting  the  right,  it  may  not  be  expedient.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  a 
question  of  expediency.  Such  a  lawwould  be  unpopular,  and  likely  not  be 
enforced.  It  seems  to  be  contrary  to  the  genius  of  the  American  people 
and  American  institutions.  It  seems  to  have  in  it  an  element  of  monarchy 
or  tyranny  perhaps,  which,  while  for  that  very  reason  it  may  be  well  suited 
to  the  Germans,  renders  it  objectionable  to  Americans, 

The  only  remedy  then  appears  to  be  good  teachers  and  efficient  school 
officers. 


MONROE  COUNTY.— J.  B.  Storm. 

School  Houses. — One  hundred  and  twenty- six  ;  not  opened,  two  ;  erected 
during  the  year,  one.  This  house  is  built  of  brick,  after  one  of  the  most 
approved  plans  found  in  the  Pennsylvania  School  Architecture.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  ceiling  is  not  higher.  No  ceiling  should  be  less  than  ten 
feet  high — twelve  would  do  better.  It  improves  the  appearance  of  the 
building,  and  makes  it  much  healthier  for  the  inmates. 

Furniture. — Sixty-nine  school  houses  have  injurious  furniture.  The  re- 
marks embodied  in  my  last  report  are  still  applicable.  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  where  furniture  has  been  introduced,  it  has  been  of  the  most  approved 
kind. 

Apparatus. — It  affords  me  great  delight  to  report  the  praise-worthy  pro- 
gress made  under  this  head.  Nineteen  schools  have  been  furnished  with 
out-line  maps  during  the  present  year,  at  a  cost  of  sixteen  dollars  for  each 
school.  The  following  are  the  districts,  viz  :  Barrett,  three  ;  Jackson,  five  ; 
Coolbaugh,  three ;  Tobyhanna,  four  ;  Tunkhannock,  three  ;  Bushkill,  inde- 
pendent district,  one.  The  directors  of  these  districts  deserve  especial  praise 
for  the  fearless  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their  duties  in  spite  of 
a  strong  opposition. 

Schools. — Whole  number  one  hundred  and  twenty-five.  Number  well 
classified,  seventy-six;  number  in  which  uniform  series  of  text-books  are 
adopted,  seventy-nine. 

Examinations. — Number  of  examinations  held,  ten.  Number  of  profes- 
sional certificates  issued,  four.  No  teacher  has  been  examined  privately 
except  by  the  direction  of  the  board  of  the  district  in  which  the  applicant 
intended  to  teach.  I  have  conducted  my  public  examinations  upon  the  plan 
of  the  teachers'  institute,  and  think  much  good  was  the  result.  It  embar- 
rasses the  applicant  less,  furnishes  the  best  way  for  examining  in  the  prac- 
tice of  teaching,  and  school  directors  are  better  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
qualifications  of  those  they  are  about  to  employ. 
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Teachers. — Number  of  males,  ninetj-two  ;  number  of  females,  thirty-three. 
Teachers,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  the  borough  of  Stroudsburg,  gave 
good  satisfaction — better  than  the  year  previous.  The  failure  to  give  sat- 
isfaction in  the  case  above  mentioned,  arose  from  the  want  of  thorough 
classification,  and  from  the  crowded  condition  of  the  schools.  The  popu- 
lation of  Stroudsburg  has  nearly  doubled  within  the  last  fifteen  years, 
yet  no  provisions  have  been  made  for  accommodating  this  increase  of  popu- 
lation by  increasing  the  number  of  schools.  In  fact  there  is  one  teacher 
less  than  there  was  ten  years  ago  1  That  the  teachers  failed  need  surprise 
no  one. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  except  three  were  visited  once,  and  forty- 
one  visited  twice. 

District  Institutes. — District  institutes  were  held  in  ten  districts.  Much 
interest  has  been  taken  in  them,  especially  the  one  held  in  Chestnuthill. — 
All  teachers  who  favor  them  look  with  disfavor  upon  the  repeal  of  the  law 
making  it  compulsory  on  the  teacher  to  attend  them. 

Independent  Districts. — By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  the  twen- 
ty-fifth day  of  March,  1865,  portions  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  in  Mon- 
roe county,  and  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  were  erected  into  an 
independent  district.  A  large  and  beautiful  building  is  in  the  course  of  erec- 
tion, which,  when  completed,  will  be  an  ornament  to  the  beautiful  village 
of  Bushkill. 

General  Remarks. — This  year  "closes  the  term  for  which  I  was  originally 
elected,  and  in  comparing  it  with  the  first  year  of  my  term,  every  one  will 
be  compelled  to  admit  that  we  have  made  some  progress.  That  the  progress 
is  not  as  great  as  the  friends  of  education  wished,  is  frankly  admitted ;  but 
that  it  is  as  great  as  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances,  is  admitted 
also.  What  has  been  the  great  disturbing  cause  in  our  educational  system 
during  the  last  three  years  ?  But  one  answer  can  be  found  ;  a  protracted 
civil  war.  The  following  figures  are  stubborn  and  disagreeable  facts : — 
Number  of  scholars  in  school  in  1863,  5,239  ;  number  of  scholars  in  school 
in  1865,  5,007 ;  number  of  scholars  in  school  in  1866,  5,008  ;  decrease  in 
number  of  scholars  in  1866  over  1863  of  231.  There  has  been  no  decrease 
in  our  population.  This  retrogression  cannot  be  accounted  for,  except 
from  the  fact  that  the  large  drafts  made  upon  the  laboring  classes  for  men 
to  fill  our  armies,  created  a  great  demand  for  labor.  Consequently,  instead 
of  finding  boys  in  school  from  the  ages  of  sixteen  to  twenty-one,  as  for- 
merly, you  found  them  in  the  army,  or  at  home  supplying  the  places  of  those 
who  had  volunteered  or  had  been  drafted.  It  is  necessary  also  to  state, 
that  the  act  limiting  the  age  of  admission  to  six  years  instead  of  five,  has 
caused  considerable  diflference  during  the  last  year. 

There  has  been  great  and  decided  progress  made  in  the  profession  of 
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teaching.  This,  after  all,  is  the  true  test  of  progress.  During  my  term, 
nine  new  school  houses  have  been  built,  which,  considering  the  times,  is 
cheering. 

But  the  highest  ideals  of  the  founders  of  our  common  school  system  will 
never  be  realized,  until  the  people  are  willing  to  impose  a  tax  on  themselves 
sufficient  to  support  that  system.  Until  they  are,  the  proudest  models  of 
legislation  are  for  naught.  He  is  a  vain  babbler  who  tells  us,  in  this  utili- 
tarian age  of  the  nineteenth  century,  that  men  will  devote  their  time  and 
talents  to  the  profession  of  teaching,  from  a  romantic  love  they  may  have 
for  that  calling,  irrespective  of  any  pecuniary  consideration.  To  my  fellow 
citizens  pf  Monroe,  who  find  fault  with  the  progress  our  schools  are  making, 
I  would  reply,  that  the  average  salary  paid  to  teachers  last  year,  was  twenty- 
three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  month,  the  teacher  boarding  himself ! 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY.— Abel  Rambo. 

School  Houses  — Whole  number,  226  ;  of  these  4  are  unfit  for  use.  There 
are  5  frame,  3?)  brick,  and  186  stone  buildings.  Some  of  the  houses,  con- 
sidered suitable,  might  be  condemned  on  account  of  locality — being  built  on 
low  marshy  ground,  where,  in  rainy  seasons,  much  water  collects  which 
has  no  means  of  escape,  except  by  evaporation.  Buildings  thus  located 
cannot,  by  any  means,  be  kept  clean.  Directors  would  confer  a  benefit  upon 
their  districts  by  moving  such  buildings  to  more  elevated  grounds. 

In  erecting  new  buildings  care  should  be  had  that  they  be  sufficiently 
large,  and  built  according  to  some  approved  model.  The  room  should  be 
large  enough  to  seat  all  comfortably,  to  afford  place  for  classes  to  recite,  for 
passages,  and  for  teacher's  desk,  with  no  approach  toward  crowding.  It 
is  utterly  impossible  to  conduct  recitations  properly  when  there  is  no  suita- 
ble place  for  classes ;  and  to  keep  order  in  a  crowded  school  room  is  one  of 
the  impossibilities.  "While  we  are  placed  under  the  necessity  of  urging  the 
moving  of  some  houses  to  more  suitable  grounds,  and  the  remodelling  of 
others,  it  is  but  justice  to  mention  that,  throughout  the  county,  there  are 
many  houses  and  locations  that  reflect  much  credit  upon  those  directors 
who  feel  their  responsibility,  and  act  accordingly.  Franconia,  Norristown, 
Upper  Salford,  Lower  Salford  and  Springfield,  each  built  one  good,  sub- 
stantial house. 

There  are  many  school  houses  unprotected  by  shade  trades.  This  cer- 
tainly should  receive  attention. 

Furniture. — The  new  houses,  and  one  in  Moreland,  were  supplied  with 
new  and  suitable  furniture.  There  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  furni- 
ture of  many  of  the  school  houses.     It  is  to  be  hoped  this  matter  will  receive 
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attention  ;  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  both  scholars  and  teacher  are 
but  an  earnest  of  better  success. 

Apparatus. — All  the  schools  are  furnished  with  black-boards,  though  in 
some  places  to  a  very  limited  extent.  Nine  districts  are  not  supplied  with 
out-line  maps.  Many  schools  are  supplied  with  primary  charts,  though  but 
few  have  globes — an  almost  indispensable  article  in  the  school  room.  The 
teacher's  desk,  in  a  very  few  schools,  is  furnished  with  an  unabridged  dic- 
tionary. 

Graded  Schools. — There  are  fifty- five  graded  schools 

Visitations. — I  visited  all  the  schools  once,  some  twice,  others  oftener — 
in  all  292  visits.     Average  length  of  visits  seventy-two  minutes. 

Institutes  — Those  having  attended  district  institutes  number  127  ;  county 
institutes  108.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  do  not  seem  interested 
in  institutes.  The  advantages  arising  from  properly  conducted  institutes 
cannot  be  fully  estimated.  There  are,  doubtless,  diflferent  causes  operating 
against  the  successful  working  of  institutes  ;  it  may,  for  the  present,  suffice 
to  mention  but  one.  Teachers  sometimes,  for  some  cause  not  fully  under- 
stood, fail  to  render  their  meetings  as  attractive  as  they  should,  and  in  con- 
sequence these  institutes  fall  into  disrepute.  Many  of  the  teachers,  however, 
discharged  their  duty  faithfully  in  the  institute  as  well  as  in  the  school 
room,  for  which  they  deserve  and  will  receive  the  approbation  of  every  one 
friendly  to  education.  Two  county  institutes  were  held :  one  at  Norris- 
town  ;  one  at  Conshohocken — each  two  days. 

Moral  Instruction. — All  the  teachers,  with  few  exceptions,  open  and  close 
their  schools  with  prayer,  or  by  reading  a  portion  of  Scripture. 

Examinations. — The  method  is  written,  oral  and  topical.  There  were  32 
public  examinations  ;  at  these  256  received  provisional  certificates ;  one 
was  rejected. 

Teachers. — There  were  193  male,  and  84  female  teachers.  This  increased 
number  of  female  teachers,  above  last  year,  is  an  evidence  that  they  are  doing 
their  work  well.  It  may  in  truth  be  said  the  teachers  discharged  their  duties 
faithfully,  and  that  the  schools  were  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition. 

District  Secretaries. — The  advantage  arising  from  employing  district 
BBcretaries,  as  district  superintendents,  is  not  to  be  under-estimated. 

Improvements. — Such  improvements  as  are  considered  necessary  are 
urged  upon  teachers  and  directors.  The  whole  county  seems  to  be  awake 
to  the  advantages  arising  from  the  common  school  system.  Teachers'  sala- 
ries are  raised  ;  directors  are  more  in  earnest  in  securing  competent  teach- 
ers, and  in  holding  them  to  their  duties  ;  and  there  seems  to  be  a  commenda- 
ble disposition  to  add,  each  year,  some  additional  facilities  in  the  way  of 
apparatus.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  succeeding  report  may  note  still 
other  improvements  and  advantages. 
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The  "  statistical  report"  contains,  in  full,  all  that  appertains  to  the  schools 
of  the  county.  The  following  remarks  may  elucidate  in  detail  some  thing 
in  that  report. 

Buildings. — School  buildings  remain  the  same  as  reported  last  year,  ex- 
cepting the  necessary  repairs.  Much  regret  has  been  expressed  in  two  of 
the  districts  at  the  inability  of  the  directors  to  erect  new  school  houses  where 
Buch  buildings  were  very  much  needed.  Owing  to  the  derangements  in 
mechanical  branches  of  labor  caused  by  the  war,  it  was  utterly  impossible 
to  procure  mechanics  to  erect  the  buildings.  An  early  move  was  made  this 
spring,  and  the  houses  will  be  up  in  time  for  the  fall  term.  I  am  sorry,  how- 
ever, to  have  to  state  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  erect  a  much  needed  build- 
ing in  the  borough  of  Danville.  It  was  decided  in  the  winter  to  erect  the 
school  house  this  spring  ;  the  directors  began  at  once  to  work  in  the  matter, 
but  foand  it  impossible  to  procure  the  brick,  more  of  this  article  having  been 
ordered  last  year  than  can  be  furnished  this  season. 

During  the  past  year  the  Danville  school  board  succeeded  in  purchasing 
a  large  lot  of  ground  adjoining  one  of  the  school  buildings.  On  that  lot 
stood  a  large  foundry,  a  boiler  shop  and  a  machine  shop,  &c.  The  continued 
noise  from  these  works  was  a  great  annoyance  to  teachers  and  scholars  — 
Happily  for  the  schools,  the  lot  was  secured,  the  buildings  removed,  the 
rubbish  cleared  away,  and  the  lumber  is  on  the  ground  for  the  erection  of  a 
substantial  fence  ;  thus  affording  ample  space  to  the  scholars  for  recreation 
and  amusement. 

Furniture. — Valley  district  took  an  advance  step  last  fall,  in  changing 
the  furniture  in  one  of  the  school  houses  from  the  "  old  style,"  long  desks 
around  the  wall,  to  the  short  desks,  seating  two  scholars  facing  the  teacher. 
This  change  was  found  such  an  improvement  that  it  will  be  adopted  this 
summer  in  the  other  school  buildings  in  the  district,  and  thus  will  be  a  strong 
inducement  for  a  like  change  in  the  surrounding  townships.  New  furniture 
was  placed  in  two  of  the  school  rooms  in  Danville,  and  a  decided  improve- 
ment made  in  another  room  from  a  change  in  its  arrangements. 

Apparatus. — No  apparatus  introduced  during  the  past  year,  and  no 
changes  made,  except  removing  the  old  painted  plaster  from  the  walls  of  the 
high  school  room,  and  re-placing  with  the  improved  slate  surface. 

Books. — Uniformity  in  all  the  text-books  is  rapidly  developing  itself 
throughout  the  county,  thus  decreasing  the  difficulties  of  the  teacher,  and 
making  more  easy  the  classificauon  of  the  scholars.  In  connection  with  this, 
I  will  state  that  the  Scriptures  were  read  during  the  past  year  in  all  the 
schools  of  the  county  excepting  three  ;  while  during  the  winter  term  they 
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were  read  in  eleven-thirteenths  of  the  schools  as  an  opening  or  closing  ex- 
ercise. 

Examinations. — The  examinations  are  an  interesting  feature  in  the  work- 
ings of  the  law  among  us.  The  directors  are  always  present  unless  sick- 
ness or  some  unavoidable  cause  prevents,  while  the  school  houses  are  gen- 
erally crowded  with  the  citizens  of  the  district,  who  thus  come  forth  to 
judge  somewhat  of  the  capabilities  of  those  who  are  to  be  selected  as  the 
educators  of  their  children. 

Teachtrs. — One-half  of  the  districts  (and  some  yearstwo-thirdsof  them) 
have  two  school  sessions  in  the  year.  We  have  thus  more  teachers  em- 
ployed than  we  have  schools.  In  some  instances  an  entire  change  of  teach- 
ers is  made  from  the  fall  to  the  winter  schools.  Among  the  whole  number 
employed  during,  the  past  year,  only  twenty-one  lacked  experience.  By 
this  expression  I  mean  those  that  never  taught  before,  and  those  that  had 
taught  less  than  one  year.  In  speaking  of  these  twenty-one,  it  is  a  source 
of  gratification  to  be  able  to  state,  that  for  far  more  than  the  half  of  the 
number,  the  experiment  was  a  decided  success.  We  have  thus  hnd  a  more 
efficient  body  of  teachers.  We  can  also  state  that  more  interest  is  mani- 
fested in  reading  educational  works,  and  the  number  of  our  teachers  that 
have  had  Normal  school  experience  is  increasing.  In  Limestone,  Cooper 
and  Mahoning  districts,  the  demand  is  for  greater  qualification  on  the  part 
of  their  teachers.  In  these  districts  history,  algebra  and  geometry  are  re- 
quired ;  while  in  the  high  school  in  Danville,  we  have,  in  addition  to  the 
above,  the  languages,  philosophy,  surveying,  plane  and  spherical  trigonome- 
try, mensuration,  &c. 

Visitations. — Much  more  encouragement  in  visiting  schools — more  visits 
made  in  company  with  directors  than  in  any  two  preceding  years,  and  more 
interest  manifested  in  the  success  of  the  cause.  The  statistical  report  shows 
the  number  of  directors  that  visited  with  me ;  the  monthly  reports  will  show, 
however,  that  one  hundred  and  eight  visits  were  made  with  directors  during 
the  year. 

District  Institutes. — The  district  institute  was  held  in  Limestone  and  Dan- 
ville districts.  In  the  first,  nine  teachers  attended;  in  the  second,  the  teach- 
ers of  Cooper,  Mahoning,  Valley,  Danville,  one  from  Mayberry  and  one  from 
Hemlock  attended,  with  occasional  visits  of  teachers  from  Columbia  and 
Northumberland  counties.  At  these  meetings  nearly  two-thirds  of  the 
teachers  in  the  county  attended.  Truth,  however,  compels  me  to  state, 
there  is  not  so  much  interest  manifested  in  the  proceedings  of  an  institute 
at  the  close  of  a  ten  months'  session,  as  at  the  commencement. 
Libraries. — No  school  libraries  in  the  county. 

Private  Schools. — Two  private  schools  open  during  the  whole  year  in 
Danville,  and  one  during  a  term  of  five  months  in  Limestone,     One  hundred 
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and  forty  scholars  in  attendance  at  these  schools.  I  have  no  means  of  form- 
ing even  an  approximate  idea  of  how  much  is  paid  for  the  education  of  their 
scholars.  After  more  than  nine  years  acquaintance  with  the  schools  of 
Danville,  I  feel  able  to  speak  positively  of  the  harmonious  working  of  the 
public  and  private  schools  in  the  cause  of  education.  Years  since  there 
may  have  been  some  jealousy  and  acrimony  between  them  ;  that  has  passed 
away,  and  the  teachers  work  together  for  the  maintenance  of  discipline  in 
the  schools.  This  will  be  evident  from  a  statement  of  the  fact,  that  a  scholar 
expelled  for  disobedience  or  misconduct  from  one  school,  can  gain  no  ad- 
mittance to  the  other.  I  should  judge  that  Danville  is  no  exception  to  the 
other  cities  and  boroughs  in  the  State  ;  hence,  three-fourths  of  the  scholars 
attending  the  private  schools  are  of  a  class  that  have  never  attended  the 
public  schools. 

General  Remarks. — And  now  at  the  close  of  my  oflficial  connection  with 
the  public  schools,  I  cannot  refrain  from  speaking  thus  publicly  of  the  kind- 
ness and  hospitality  that  was  extended  to  me  by  directors  and  citizens  of 
the  county,  during  a  period  of  nearly  seven  years  that  I  have  been  among 
them.  I  also  speak  thus  publicly  of  the  harmony  in  regard  to  school  mat- 
ters that  has  always  existed  between  myself  and  the  different  school  boards, 
with  whom  I  have  acted  during  the  same  time.  Very  many  changes  have 
occurred  in  these  school  boards,  and  many  conflicts  of  opinion  have  been 
witnessed  among  them.  In  one  instance  a  conflict  of  opinion  was  carried 
so  far  as  to  cause  the  removal  of  the  whole  board  by  the  court,  yet,  keeping 
aloof  from  these  differences,  the  cause  moved  onward.  We  had  the  support 
of  those  that  went  out,  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  those  that  came  in. 
When  directors  were  elected,  entirely  ignorant  of  the  working  of  the  law, 
mistakes  were  made  and  misapprehensions  would  occur ;  however,  when 
the  mistake  was  pointed  out,  an  immediate  effort  was  made  to  correct  the 
evil,  and  thus  make  right  that  which  was  wrong.  Consequently,  we  have 
always  had  harmony  of  action  in  the  effort  to  advance  the  cause  of  common 
schools. 

Of  the  teachers,  many  have  left  for  other  occupations,  and  engaged  in 
other  duties.  More  than  a  dozen  have  gone  to  that  home  from  which  there 
is  no  return,  and  only  a  few  of  the  old  class  remain  among  us.  During  this 
time  we  claim  that  new  methods  have  been  introduced,  and  that  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  good  cause. 

Twice  has  the  standard  of  qualifications  been  raised,  so  that  those  who 
had  gained  number  one,  fell  back  to  number  two  or  two  and  a  half  This 
caused  many  to  be  dropped  that  were  not  prepared  for  the  work,  and  their 
places  were  filled  with  others  more  competent  and  energetic.  This  course 
is  giving  us  a  good  class  of  teachers;  however,  we  still  have  some  drones 
among  us,  standing  still,  while  their  companions  and  acquaintances  are 
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steadily  working  up  to  a  higher  standard  of  excellence.     Of  the  latter  class 
four  have  received  the  professional  certificate  during  the  past  year;  which, 
in  addition  to  those  issued  previously,  makes  the  small  number  of  fourteen 
issued  in  this  county. 
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School  Houses. — Seven  school  houses  were  built;  two  in  Lehigh,  three 
in  Upper  Mt.  Bethel,  one  in  Lower  Mt.  Bethel,  and  one  in  Plainfield. 
Those  built  in  Lehigh  township  rank  among  the  best  in  the  county  in  every 
particular,  and  I  doubt  whether  better  and  more  suitable  buildings  can  be 
found  in  any  rural  district  in  the  State.  They  are  substantially  built  of 
brick,  and  have  fine  steeples,  splendid  play- grounds,  with  excellent  enclo- 
sures, and  suitable  out-buildings.     Furniture  correspondingly  good. 

The  school  houses  built  in  Upper  Mt.  Bethel  are  also  excellent  struc- 
tures. The  windows,  however,  are  too  small,  and  the  quantity  of  play- 
ground insufficient  and  unimproved.  In  other  respects,  these  are  model 
school  houses,  and  the  same  plan  should  be  adopted  in  building  others  in 
the  future,  with  such  modifications  as  may  be  deemed  necessary.  No  board 
of  directors  have  ever  encountered  more  opposition  in  their  endeavor  f» 
effect  a  reform,  and  no  set  of  men  have  ever  exhibited  more  firmness  and  in- 
trepidity. Their  example  deserves  a  place  in  the  public  record,  and  is 
worthy  of  imitation. 

In  Plainfield  a  very  substantial  frame  building  was  put  up,  but  the  sub- 
ject of  ventilation  did  not  receive  its  proper  share  of  attention.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  build  more  school  houses  in  this  district  next  year;  if  so,  (and 
they  are  certainly  needed,)  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  built  at  least  24  by 
32,  with  ceilings  no  less  than  11  feet  high.  Improvements  in  the  style  of 
desks  should  also  be  made.  Desks  should  be  made  to  accommodate  no 
more  than  two  large  pupils,  placed  in  tiers,  facing  the  north  wall  or  black- 
board. 

The  school  house  built  in  Lower  Mt.  Bethel  falls  short  of  the  spirit  of 
improvement  manifested  in  other  districts. 

Furniture. — No  change  has  been  made  in  any  of  the  old  school  houses, 
with  reference  to  furniture,  nor  has  any  apparatus  been  furnished,  except 
that  in  the  district  of  East  Allen,  the  directors  purchased  and  introduced 
into  each  school  a  complete  set  of  out-line  maps.  This  would  have  been  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  were  the  school  houses  in  a  condition  fit  for  their 
use  ;  as  it  is,  their  introduction,  into  a  number  of  these  buildings,  has  been 
a  practical  illustration  of  "  zeal  without  knowledge."    If  the  school  houses 
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are  a  criterion,  the  common  school  system  in  this  district  is  practically 
dead.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  but  a  sense  of  official  duty  compels  me  to  do  so, 
that  in  no  district  has  prevailed  to  a  greater  degree,  a  spirit  of  lethargy  and 
remissness  of  duty  in  regard  to  the  subject  of  common  school  education, 
than  in  East  Allen.  This  same  district  once  could  boast  of  leading  the  van 
in  this  great  cause,  (upon  her  soil,  too,  was  born  and  chiefly  educated  the 
father  of  our  noble  system  of  education,  Ex-Governor  Wolf,)  but  "  her  glory 
has  departed  from  her."  Like  Ephraim,  in  sacred  histoj^,  with  honorable 
individual  exceptions,  "she  is  joined  to  her  idol,"  (the  almighty  dollar,) 
and  what  is  worse,  "she  wants  to  be  let  alone." 

Schools. — By  a  careful  examination  of  the  teachers'  reports,  it  is  found 
that  only  about  one-fifth  of  the  children  at  present  attending  school,  are  over 
ten  and  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  that  about  one-fifteenth  only  are 
over  fourteen.  That  is  to  say,  only  about  seven  out  of  every  one  hundred 
are  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  that  nine  out  of  every  ten  complete  their 
education  before  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  At  present,  children  can 
only  be  admitted,  lawfully,  at  the  age  of  six.  This  would  give  them  eight 
years  of  instruction,  provided  the  schools  were  open  and  in  operation  all 
the  year  round,  and  the  attendance  regular.  This,  however,  is  not  the  fact. 
The  schools  are  kept  open  but  little  more  than  five  months  during  the  year, 
in  the  rural  districts,  and  at  least  thirty  per  centum  (this  is  a  low  estimate) 
is  lost  by  irregularity  of  attendance,  which  would  leave  three  years,  hardly 
equal  to  one  and  a  half  of  regular  and  uninterrupted  attendance.  Deduct 
from  this  at  least  one  half  for  loss  sustained  in  consequence  of  badly  ar- 
ranged school  houses,  inconvenient  and  uncomfortable  furniture,  little  or  no 
apparatus,  want  of  uniformity  of  text-books,  &c.,  &c.  ;  then  make  another 
allowance  for  want  of  properly  qualified  teachers — the  result  of  insufficient 
pecuniary  encouragement — and  what  remains  is  all  that  would  be  needed, 
under  proper  circumstances,  to  give  a  large  number  of  our  children  an  edu- 
cation equal  to  that  acquired  under  circumstances  just  described,  during  a 
period  of  eight  years.  These  are  indisputable  facts,  and  ought  to  receive 
the  serious  attention  of  every  parent,  and  more  especially  of  school  direc- 
tors, into  whose  hands  are  entrusted  the  educational  interests  of  these  chil- 
dren, who,  in  a  few  years,  are  to  take  an  active  part  in  church  and  State, 
and  discharge  their  duties  intelligently.  Ought  it  to  be  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise, that  the  head  of  the  School  Department,  cognizant  of  these  facts, 
from  a  life-long  experience  in  the  educational  field,  should  suggest  to  county 
superintendents,  to  report  their  views  upon  the  propriety  of  securing  at- 
tendance by  legislative  enactment?  Whether  such  a  measure  would  be  an 
encroachment  upon  the  liberties  of  our  people,  any  more  than  to  compel 
them  to  do  a  great  many  other  things,  I  am  not  jirepared  to  say,  nor  is  that 
the  question  at  issue.     One  thing,  however,  I  do  know,  that  it  is  the  only 
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measure  by  which  to  rcBcue  the  children  of  a  certain  class  of  parents  from 
the  thraldom  of  ignorance  and  its  attending  evils. 

Institutes. — District  institutes  have  not  been  held  in  as  many  districts  as 
heretofore.  The  most  successful  were  held  in  Upper  Mt.  Bethel,  Forks  and 
Palmer  townships.  Occasional  meetings,  I  believe,  were  held  in  a  few 
other  districts.  The  county  convention  was  more  largely  attended  than  on 
any  former  occasion  ;  about  one-half  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  were 
present,  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  state  of  the  weather  and  the  bad 
roads. 

Visits. — Fewer  schools  were  visited  than  during  the  last  few  years.  This 
was  owing  to  the  fact,  that  the  visits  were  longer,  generally  a  half  a  day. 
The  length  of  visits  should  be  governed  by  circumstances.  Where  teachers 
of  experience  and  known  ability  and  success  have  charge  of  schools,  the 
visits  need  not  be  so  long,  though  they  are  the  teachers  who  generally  desire 
long  visits.  Where  beginners  have  charge  of  schools,  it  would  be  well  to 
visit  them  twice,  once  soon  after  the  opening,  and  again  just  before  the 
close  of  the  schools.  A  visit  of  a  half  a  day,  if  it  can  be  done,  would  not 
be  too  long. 
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School  Houses. — Coal  and  Shamokin  districts  each  built  a  new  frame 
school  house.  The  former  is  a  double  building,  having  two  rooms  on  the 
same  floor,  separated  by  a  permanent  partition,  and  used,  respectively,  for 
male  and  female  schools.  The  building  is  25  by  60  feet,  height  of  ceiling, 
13  feet,  facilities  for  ventilation  good.  The  building  is  well  planned,  en- 
trances at  opposite  ends,  through  outside  porches  or  lobbies.  The  mate- 
rials and  workmanship  appear  to  be  good,  and  although  the  house  was  not 
put  up  until  late  in  the  season,  all  the  necessary  out- buildings  have  been 
erected.  This  house  was  not  built  to  re-place  one  already  worn  out,  but 
to  supply  the  wants  of  a  mining  settlement,  that  had  itself  sprung  up  within 
the  past  year. 

The  other  house,  in  Shamokin  district,  was  built  near  the  site  of  its  pre- 
decessor, a  miserable  structure  that  had,  years  ago,  out-lived  respectability, 
and  by  a  fortunate  accident  caught  fire  last  summer,  and  was  burnt  down. 
The  new  house  is  built  on  a  good  model,  and  of  apparently  good  materials, 
but  the  necessary  out-buildings  have  not  yet  been  put  up. 

Additions  were  made  to  two  school  houses.  In  Mt.  Carmel  borough  a 
second  story  was  built  to  the  old  house ;  and  at  Locust  Gap,  Mt.  Carmel 
township  district,  an  additional  room  was  attached  to  the  school  house. 
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Another  house  is  greatly  needed  at  the  latter  place  ;  the  school  last  winter 
having  had  over  two  hundred  scholars  on  its  record. 

There  are  now  one  hundred  and  twelve  school  houses  in  the  county,  con- 
taining,  in  the  aggregate,  one  hundred  and  tbirty-five  rooms.  Of  the  whole 
number  of  houses,  only  twenty-eight  are  in  all  respects  suitable  •  sixty 
merely  tolerable,  and  twenty-four  are  hopelessly  unfit;  a  disgrace  to  the 
cause  of  education,  and  unworthy  the  intelligence  that  should,  and  the  pro- 
gress that  actually  does-in  everything  else-characterize  the  nineteenth 
century  The  unsightly  hovels,  perched  on  a  bleak,  gravelly  hill-side.  peer- 
ing out  from  the  gloomy  ravine,  or  half  hidden  in  the  angle  of  some 
"Straggling  fence  that  skirts  the  way, 

Not  even  brightened  by  the 
Blossomed  furze,  unprofitably  gay." 
The  doors,  if  not  secured  by  means  of  the  ingeniously  contrived  withe  of 
Ichabod  Crane,  yet  boasting  a  strong  hasp,  staple  and  pad-lock,  contrast 
unfavorably  with  some  of  the  barns,  stables  and  even  hen-houses  and  sties 
of  thriving  neighborhoods. 

When  shall  we  learn  to  regard  the  comfort,  health  and  happiness  of  the 
boys  and  girls  at  school  in  a  proper  light  ?  When  shall  we  realize  that  to 
surround  the  places  where  much  of  their  childhood  is  spent,  with  objects 
pleasmg  and  attractive  ;  to  bring  them  within  the  reach  of  pleasant  associa- 
tions and  mfluences,  is  to  educate  their  feelings  and  tastes,  and  awaken  and 
strengthen  the  finer  fusibilities  ■  and  that,  to  accomplish  this,  is  of  infinitely 
more  importance  than  increasing  the  value  of  Devonshires  and  Southdowns 
or  improving  the  breed  of  Brahma  fowls  and  Berkshires  ? 

Thirty-five  school  houses  have  no  coal  house ;  sixty-five  no  privy  and 
fifteen  have  neither.  This  subject  having  been  fully  referred  to  in  former 
reports,  a  simple  mention  of  the  facts  is  all  that  will  be  made  here 

i^^.rm^^.r•e -No  alterations  or  improvements  have  been  made  in  school 
turniture  in  the  houses  heretofore  reported,  and  the  same  unsightly  incon- 
venient  desks  and  seats  that  encumbered  the  school  rooms,  are  still  there 
Ihe  house  built  in  Coal  district,  and  the  apartments  in  Mt.  Carmel,  were 
supplied  with  seats  and  desks  of  comfortable  and  convenient  stvie  •  but 
the  one  m  Shamokin  (township)  district  was  furnished  with  the  awkward 
uncomfortable,  long  desk.,  so  unfavorably  noticed  in  former  reports,  anJ 
which  are  so  detested  by  intelligent  teachers  and  all  others  who  have  any 
conception  of  what  constitutes  proper  furniture  for  the  school  room      A 
different  and  more  suitable  style  was  suggested  and  recommended,  but  with- 
out  avail. 

Apparatm.-The  only  apparatus  supplied  in  any  of  the  schools  were  out- 
line maps,  of  which  the  directors  of  Upper  Augusta  and  Turbut  furnishpd 
a  full  set  to  each  of  the  schools  of  their  respective  districts.     This_to  use 
12  School  Rep. 
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a  very  hackneyed  phrase — is  a  move  in  the  right  direction  ;  and  the  diret- 
tors  merit  the  gratitude  of  every  friend  of  common  schools,  for  having  pos- 
sessed the  nerve,  as  well  as  the  intelligence,  to  make  it ;  especially  as 
they  knew  the  movement  was  not  likely  to  be  a  very  popular  one.  Inde«d^ 
it  was  not  withont  opposition  in  their  own  bodies  that  the  measure  wae 
carried  ;  and  the  censure  which  it  has  since  received,,  sufficiently  indicate© 
that  the  advocates  for  the  measure  were  influenced  by  a  regard  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  schools,  more  than  their  personal  popularity.  Out-line  maps^. 
at  least,  should  be  furnished  to  every  school  in  which,  geography  \&  taught ; 
for  every  teacher,  of  any  experience,  must  admit  that  this  branch  c^^nnot  be 
taught  successfully  without  them.  Other  apparatus  would  be  of  great 
advantage,  but  out-line  maps  are  a  necessity. 

Schools. — The  whole  number  of  schools  yr&s  oiae  hundred  and  forty  j 
twelve  more  than  were  in  operation  the  year  before.  Lower  Mahanoy, 
formerly  one  of  the  non-accepting  districts,  adopted  the  common  school  sys- 
tem, and  established  eight  schools,  which  went  into  operation  in  January. 
The  directors  encountered  considerable  opposition  at  the  outset ;  but  their 
energy  and  perseverance  finally  triumphed.  The  schools  were  kept  open 
four  months,  and  a  majority  of  them  succeeded  fuUy  as  well  as  those  of  the 
older  rural  districts  ;  in  fact  they  were  all  as  successful  as  could  be  expected 
for  the  first  term  of  common  schools.  It  is  understood  that  some  of  the 
remaining  districts,  that  have  hitherto  stood  aloof  from  common  schools, 
will  accept  the  system  the  coming  year.  Upper  Mahanoy  has  already  or- 
ganized its  board  of  directors,  preparatory  to  opening  their  schools.  Let 
all  the  rest  follow  their  example,  and  blot  the  "non- accepting  districts"  from 
the  records  of  the  county  ! 

The  number  of  schools  over  the  preceding  year  was  farther  increased  by 
the  establishment  of  schools  where  the  increase  of  population  rendered  them 
necessary.     Five  were  held  in  rooms  rented  for  the  occasion. 

Teachers. — The  whole  number  engaged,  either  in  summer  or  winter  schools,, 
was  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  ;  one  hundred  and  sixteen  males  and  forty- 
five  females.  It  will  be  seen,  by  a  comparison  with  last  year's  report,  that 
the  proportion,  in  sex,  varies  very  little,  there  being  but  a  slight  increaee  in 
favor  of  females. 

An  unwarrantable  prejudice  against  female  teachers  still  exists,  and  to 
such  an  extent  is  it  manifested,  that  mere  boys,  without  experience  and 
that  maturity  of  judgment  so  essential  in  a  teacher — however  otherwise 
qualified  —  are  employed,  to  the  exclusion  of  competent,  experienced 
teachers,  against  whom  no  objection  can  be  urged,  except  that  they  are 
females,  and,  therefore,  unable  to  "manage  the  scholars."  There  may  be 
localities  where  nothing  but  the  exercise  of  physical  force  can  maintain  sub- 
ordination J  but,  with  the  faithful  co-operation  of  the  local  school  authorities, 
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(without  which  no  teacher  can  be  successful,)  there  are  few,  if  any,  schools 
that  a  faithful,  energetic  and  properly  qualified  female  could  not  govern. 
The  failures  in  teaching  and  government  have  not  been  proportionably 
greater  among  female  than  among  male  teachers. 

Examinations. — Twenty-iwo  public  examinations  were  held,  being  one 
more  than  the  whole  number  of  districts.  In  two  districts  there  were  two 
examinations ;  one  in  the  spring  for  the  summer  term,  and  one  in  the  fall. 
In  addition  to  the  regular  series  of  examinations,  three  special  meetings  of 
the  kind  were  held  in  Northumberland,  to  meet  the  cases  of  such  applicants 
as  neglected  or  failed  to  attend  those  regularly  held.  The  aggregate  attend- 
ance of  directors  was  ninety-one.  In  some  instances  every  member  of  the 
board  was  present.  There  are  a  few  districts  in  which  the  directors  never 
attend  public  examinations. 

One  hundred  and  forty-eight  applicants  were  examined,  of  whom  four 
were  rejected  as  incompetent.  Several  were  examined  who,  but  for  the 
scarcity  of  teachers,  would  not  have  received  certificates.  Until  better 
wages  are  paid  for  teaching,  it  will  be  impossible  to  supply  all  the  schools 
without  resorting  to  the  doubtful  expedient  of  giving  certificates  to  those 
who  do  not  merit  them.  The  superintendency,  as  a  means  of  testing  the 
competency  of  teachers,  is  thus  brought  into  disrepute ;  and  the  very  persons 
who  are  most  vociferous  against  increasing  the  salaries  of  teachers,  are  the 
first  to  decry  the  office,  because  it  does  not,  in  all  cases,  exclude  incompe- 
tency from  the  schools  ;  while  their  niggardly  policy  throws  upon  the  ex- 
amining officer  the  unpleasant  duty  of  choosing  between  two  evils ;  that  of 
licensing  teachers  of  doubtful  qualifications,  or  of  suflfering  the  schools  to 
remain  closed  for  want  of  teachers.  "These  things  ought  not"  (because 
they  need  not)  "so  to  be.''  There  are,  in  our  midst,  teachers  of  the  proper 
status.  Let  their  talents  and  services  be  secured  to  the  schools.  Let  their 
compensation  be  such  as  they  are  reaping  in  the  other  fields  of  labor,  for 
which  they  have  forsaken  the  school-  room.  Or,  if  it  be  contended  that  suffi- 
cient of  this  talent,  native  and  "  to  the  manor  born,"  can  not  be  found,  let 
such  inducements  be  offered  as  shall  bring  it  from  abroad.  Our  own  State 
possesses  teaching  talent  adequate  to  all  its  wants  ;  let  it  but  be  appreciated 
and  rewarded.  The  inexhaustible  coal-fields,  and  the  thriving  agricultural 
districts  of  the  county,  are  proofs  that,  pecuniarly,  we  are  "sufficient  for 
these  things. " 

Visitation. — Two  hundred  and  seventy-five  visits  were  made  ;  an  average 
of  two  visits,  nearly,  to  each  school.  All  would  have  been  visited  at  least 
twice,  had  not  a  few  districts  closed  their  schools  a  considerable  time  before 
the  end  of  their  terms.  Some  districts  were  visited  three  and  others  four 
times  during  the  year.  Seventy-four  visits  were  made  in  company  with 
directors,  one  or  more  being  present.     The  design  of  school  visitation  by 


ISO  NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

the  superintendent  is  defined  by  law  : — "  To  note  the  course  and  method 
of  instruction  and  branches  taught,  and  to  give  such  directions  in  the  art 
of  teaching  and  the  method  thereof  as  shall  be  deemedcxpedient  and  neces- 
sary "  Fully  impressed  with  the  correctness  of  this  view,  it  has  been  the 
aim  of  the  superintendent  to  carry  it  out  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  law,  but  this  aim  has  been,  to  some  extent,  defeated  by  the 
necessity  of  devoting  a  great  portion  of  the  visit  to  the  correction  of  the 
monthly  reports  In  some  instances  it  required  nearly  the  whole  time  of 
the  visit  to  calculate  the  attendance,  average,  percentage  and  other  items ; 
and  erase,  correct  and  re-write  the  items  in  the  reports  previously  made  by 
the  teacher. 

Institutes. — The  meeting  of  the  County  institute  was  appointed  to  be  held 
at  Shamokin,  between  Christmas  and  New  Year;  but  as  it  was  ascertained 
that  through  local  jealousy  and  prejudice,  very  few  of  the  teachers  of  the 
other  sections  of  the  county  would  attend,  it  was  concluded  not  to  hold  the 
meeting. 

It  is  but  justice  to  say  of  the  directors  and  teachers  of  Shamokin,  that 
they  have  always  manifested  the  most  lively  interest  in  behalf  of  the  County 
institute ;  the  former  offering  every  encouragement  and  inducement  to  the 
teachers,  by  allowing  them  the  full  time  to  attend,  no  matter  where  the 
institute  was  held,  and  the  latter  attending  and  taking  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings. It  is  therefore  to  be  regretted  that  circumstances  seemed  to  render 
it  inexpedient  to  hold  a  session.  Th®  citizens  signified  their  intention  of 
making  the  most  liberal  and  hospitable  arrangements  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  members  of  the  institute,  and  it  was  to  avoid  the  mortification  of  a 
failure  in  attendance  that  the  session  of  the  institute  was  not  held. 

District  institutes  were  discontinued  in  most  of  the  districts  ;  in  some 
cases  because  the  directors  had  lost  confidence  in  their  utility,  from  the  very 
inefficient  manner  in  which  they  bad  been  conducted,  and  the  frivolous  ex- 
cuses of  teacbeirs  for  not  attending ;  in  others,  because  institutes  are  opposed, 
as  are  all  other  attempts  at  improvement.  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
the  teachers,  themselves,  are  mainly  responsible  for  their  abandonment. — 
Had  they  shown,  by  the  punctuality  of  theii*  attendance  and  zeal,  and  ear- 
nestness in  conducting  the  institutes,  that  tbey  appreciated  them  as  sources 
of  improvement,  instead  of  a  pretext  for  "  putting  in"  two  days  of  each 
month,  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  feature  of  the  school  system  would  have 
been  retained  in  most,  if  not  all  the  districts. 

Educational  Agencies. — There  is  no  Normal  school  in  the  county,  neither 
is  there  any  periodical  devoted  especially  to  the  cause  of  education  The 
School  Journal  and  the  Educator  and  Teacher,  noticed  in  former  reports — 
though  not  published  here — are  read  by  a  number  of  persons  interested  in, 
or  connected  with,  the  common  schools.     There  is  but  one  school  in  which 
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any  attention  is  paid  to  the  training  of  teachers.  Other  schools  are  kept 
up  by  subscription,  principally  during  the  summer,  and  when  the  common 
schools  are  not  in  operation.  It  is  difficult  to  obtain  statistics  of  these  pri- 
vate schools,  that  will  be  to  any  extent  reliable  or  satisfactory.  They  are 
held  principally  in  the  district  school  houses  in  the  interval  of  the  sessions 
of  the  common  schools,  and,  consequently,  cannot  be  visited  in  connection 
with  them.  The  teachers  who  have  been  engaged  in  them  are  scattered 
through  the  county,  or  perhaps  reside  or  are  employed  elsewhere.  The  only- 
method  of  obtaining  full  and  accurate  statistics  of  such  schools,  would  be 
by  personal  visitation  and  inspection  while  they  are  in  operation,  which 
however  desirable,  is  not  generally  practicable. 

Goticluding  Remarks. — In  reviewing  the  operations  of  the  school  system 
during  the  last  six  years,  the  unpleasant  conviction  forces  itself  on  the  mind, 
that  the  cause  of  popular  education  has  not  made  that  progress  which  its 
importance  demands  ;  and  if  the  causes  that  have  retarded  its  advance- 
ment were  under  the  control  of  the  superintendency^  this  admission  would 
be  as  humiliating  as  it  is  unpleasant.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  power  vested  by  law,  except  as  a  means  of  testing  the  qualifications  of 
teachers,  is  little  more  than  advising,  and  that  with  regard  to  correcting  or 
shaping  ihe  local  administration  of  the  system,  no  matter  how  indifferent, 
or  even  hostile  to  the  cause  of  education  that  administration  may  be,  it  is 
powerless.  The  superintendency  should  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  dis- 
astrous results  of  that  penuriou.^  policy  that  refuses  to  improve  school  houses 
and  grounds,  supply  apparatus,  lengthen  the  school  term,  and  which,  by  re- 
fusing ample  compensation  to  teacher^,  drives  the  competent  and  experienced 
from  the  profession. 

The  kind  offices,  encouragement  and  eo-operation  of  all  real  friends  of 
education,  as  experienced  during  the  preceding  six  years,  are  gratefully  ac- 
knowledged and  will  ever  be  remembered. 
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Houses. — -One  new  building  was  erected  in  Rye,  which  is  entirely  too 
small  and  very  badly  located.  There  is  being  built  a  house  in  Newport, 
which,  when  completed,  will  be  the  best  house  in  the  county.  The  direc- 
tors of  the  borough  deserve  very  great  credit  for  their  energy  and  perseve- 
rence  in  its  erection.  These  are  the  only  improvements,  in  houses,  made 
since  last  report.* 

*  See  last  year's  report. 
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Out- Houses. — Yery  few  of  the  schools  ba^e  oat-houses  attached,  even  id 
the  towns.  Thus  are  the  children  taught  immodesty.  Parents  and  direc- 
tors ought  to  see  to  having  out-houses  erected.  It  is  not  only  the  duty  of 
directors,  but  of  parents  also. 

Furniture. — No  new  furniture  has  been  supplied,  except  in  the  new 
houses,  in  the  year.* 

Teachers. — Of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  teachers  employed,  twenty- 
two  were  females,  a  decrease  of  seventeen  since  last  year.  The  continual 
change  of  teachers  from  year  to  year,  in  the  same  school,  is,  perhaps,  the 
greatest  hindering  cause  in  the  progress  of  education  which  the  system  has 
to  contend  against. 

Graded  Schools. — There  has  been  no  school  graded  in  the  past  year. 
There  are  several  in  the  county  might  be  advantageously  graded.  Such  I 
have  mentioned  in  a  former  report. 

Examinations. — I  held  seventeen  public  examinations  during  the  year, 
(in  September  and  October,)  wtich  were  attended  by  over  five  hundred 
spectators.  The  examinations  were  conducted  by  oral  and  written  methods 
ctjmbined  ;  the  former  showing  the  teacher  most  ready  in  explanation,  the 
latter  the  one  most  concise.  In  my  public  notice  I  limited  the  number  on 
certificate  to  be  not  lower  than  three.  Hence,  a  great  many  who  knew  they 
could  not  reach  a  higher  number  did  not  attend,  and  those  who  did  attend 
were  refused.  The  result  was,  generally,  a  better  corps  of  teachers  thaa 
formerly.  I  am  certain  that  a  lower  grade  of  eertifieate  than  three — and 
not  even  that  lov. ,  where  it  can  be  avoided — ought  not  to  be  issued.  A 
person  who  cannot  roach  this  standard  is  unfit  to  have  charge  of  a  school, 
and  if  a  certificate  be  issued  directors  will  employ  him. 

I  issued  one  hundred  and  sixty  provisional,  and  three  professional  eer^ 
tificates  daring  the  year. 

Text- Books. — The  different  di&tricts  have  adopted  a  uniform  series  of 
text-books  in  some  of  the  branches,  but  unfortunately  the  directors  have 
generally  neglected  to  enforce  their  exclusive  use  in  the  schools.  Some  of 
the  schools  are  supplied  with  charts. 

District  Institutes. — Institutes  were  held  in  only  seven  districts.  In  some 
of  the  districts  the  schools  were  kept  open  on  alternate  Saturdays  in  place 
of  institute.  Where  district  institutes  are  held,  and  properly  conducted, 
the  schools  are  more  alive,  the  progress  better,  the  pupils  more  energetic 
amd  industrious,  than  in  those  where  none  are  held. 

County  Institutes. — The  County  institute  met  in  the  Union  church  in  New- 
port, December  25,  and  held  a  session  of  four  days.  The  principal  lecturers 
were  Prof.  Clark,  of  New  York,  and  State  Superintendent  Coburn.  It  was 
amongst  the  most  interesting  institutes  ever  held  in  the  county.     Daring 

•  See  last  year's  report. 
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the  Hessions  oT  the  institute  there  were  about  fifty  teachera  present.  Quite 
an  interest  was  manifested  by  the  citizeuB. 

Official  Dutiee. — I  have  made,  in  the  year,  one  hundred  and  ninety-four 
visits,  spending  an  average  of  two  hoars  at  each  visit,  attended  twelve  dis- 
trict institutes,  and  traveled  over  twelve  hundred  mfles.  I  have  met  with 
much  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  which  is  encouraging  to  a  friend  of  popu- 
lar education.  Perhaps  nothing  is  more  so  than  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  how 
the  schools  are  to  be  supplied  with  teachers  better  qualified  to  perform  their 
duty  in  the  school  roam,  and  the  willingness  of  the  people  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  such. 

Conclusion. — la  conclusion,  I  would  return  my  thants  to  the  many  kind 
friends  and  teachers  for  their  Tiindness  and  gentlemanly  deportment  to  me 
an  the  past  three  years.  The  School  Department,  and  State  Superintendent 
tOoburn,  have  my  thanlts  for  the  many  favors  conferred. 
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This  closes  rny  official  term  as  county  superintendent,  which  has  reached 
the  period  of  nine  years.  It  may  be  proper,  at  this  time,  to  review  briefly 
the  condition  of  the  schools  in  1858,  and  compare  them  with  their  condition 
pt  the  present  time,  in-order  to  ascertain  what  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  educational  affairs  of  thLs  county. 

Salaries. — One  gratifying  feature  is  the  marked  impravement  in  the  sala- 
ds of  the  -teachers  j  that  of  the  males  gradually  advancing  from  $20  38, 
in  1858,  to  $30  4  that  of  the  females  from  $12  98  to  $24<  34. 

A  beneficial  result,  arising  from  this  liberal  advance  in  the  salary  of 
teachers,  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  I  find  so  many  of  the  same  familiar  faces 
among  the  teachers,  whose  acquaintance  it  was  my  pleasure  to  form  in  my 
fiiSt  visit  through  the  county  in  1858.  I  find  many  teachers  in  the  county 
^ave  attended  each  annual  examination  for  nine  suceessiv-e  years,  aud  who 
hold  nine  certificates  from  me.  This  is  one  of  the  greatest  signs  of  encour- 
agement that  we  have.  It  shows  the  beneficial  result  arising  from  this 
liberal  advance  in  the  wages.  Teachers,  when  encouraged  by  a  fair  com- 
^nsation,  will  qualify  themselves  for  their  calling,  and  will  remain  in  the 
profession. 

School  Housea. — Here  again  we  find  great  improvement.  In  1858  there 
was  but  three  school  houses  in  the  county,  suitable,  in  every  respect,  for 
the  training  and  edaeatioa  of  the  rising  generation.  Since  then  twenty- 
fieven  houses  have  been  built,  and  six  remodelled  and  repaired.  Nearly  all 
<q£  them  have  been  constructed  according  to  plans  found  in  the  Pennsylvania 
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School  Architecture.  This  leaves  but  twelve  unfit  for  us©.  When  we  re- 
member the  miserable  hovels  which  formerly  were  so  pleuty  along  the  road 
side,  but  are  now  re-placed  by  handsome,  commodious  structures,  with,  in 
many  instaces,  beautiful  play  grounds  adjoining,  it  is  truly  gratifying  and 
pleasant  to  know  ihat  this  is  one  of  the  happy  results  of  the  school  system  of 
our  State,  The  directors  throughout  the  county,  with  the  exception  of  one 
district,  have  shown  most  commendable  enterprise  in  the  erection  of  new 
school  houses.  I  must  here  mention  the  most  praise- worthy  liberality  and 
laudable  public  spirit  of  D.  E.  Halliday,  who,  at  his  own  expense^  is  so 
improving  and  beautifying  the  building,  and  more  especially  the  grounds  of 
the  Milford  academy,  which  in  truth,  heretofore,  has  always  been  an  eye- 
sore to  every  passer  by.  One  would  now  scarcely  know  the  building  or 
grounds. 

School  Furniture  and  Apparatus. — In  almost  all  instances  new  and  suita- 
ble furniture  have  accompanied  new  or  remodelled  buildings.  In  many  we 
find  suitable  apparatus.     The  great  want  is  globes  and  out-line  maps. 

Books. — When  I  entered  upon  my  duties  in  1858,  there  was  not  a  district 
in  the  county  that  had  a  uniform  a.iJ  regular  series  of  books.  Now  every 
district  has  a  uniform  series,  which  has  proven  of  the  highest  benefit  and 
practical  advantage  both  to  scholars  and  teachers. 

District  institutes  have  proven  a  failure.  For  reasons  mentioned  in  my 
former  reports  they  are  nat  practical  in  this  county. 

County  institutes  in  all  instances  have  proven  a  success. 

Conclusion. — The  school  system  in  this  cou^nty  has  proven  a  complete 
success,  and  that  success  has  been  accompanied  v/ith  great  benefit.  In  1858 
the  people  almost  en  masse^.  and  particularly  the  heavy  tas-  payers,  were 
most  bitterly  opposed  to  it.  The  opponents  more  or  less  influenced  the 
directors,  and  threw  every  possible  obstacle  in  the  way  to  oppose  the  suc- 
cessful working  of  the  system.  Now  we  find  the  people  almost  universally 
in  its  favor.  One  great  evil  yet  should  be  removed^  namely,  irregular  at- 
tendance. This  is  a  very  great  fault.  How  to  apply  the  remedy  should 
occupy  the  attention  of  our  legislators  and  the  School  Department.  In  the 
language  of  the  State  Superintendent,  in  his  last  report,  "  This  crying  evil 
calls  loudly  for  a  remedy."  I  know  of  no  other  obstacle  to  the  successful 
workings  of  the  system. 

To  be  brief.  Teachers  are  greatly  improved  ;  being  fairly  salaried'  and 
compensated,  they  seek  to  qualify  themselves,  and  remain  in  the  profession. 
They  take  a  deep  interest  in  their  calling.  They  do  not  desert  it  for  some- 
thing that  pays  a  little  better,  thus  foreing  upon  us  young,  inexperienced 
parties,  totally  unfit. 

School  meetings  and  examinations  are  always  attended  by  large  audienceSj, 
deeply  interested.     Good  school  houses  are  buJlt  ;  furnished  v/itk  suitable? 
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furniture,  and  being  slowly,  but  surely,  supplied  with  necessary  apparatus. 
Uniform  series  of  good  text-books  are  adopted. 

Where  once  we  had  almost  universal  opposition,  we  now  have  strong  ad- 
vocates and  friends. 

For  nine  years  I  have  been  the  recipient  of  many  acts  of  kindness  from 
directors,  teachers  and  all  the  friends  of  education  throughout  the  county. 
Year  after  year,  as  I  was  called  among  them,  I  universally  received  their 
aid  and  pleasant  support  in  advancing  the  educational  interest  of  our  county; 
for  all  these,  i  tender  them  my  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks.  May  I  here 
express  the  wish,  that  the  same  kindness  and  support  may  be  shown  my 
successor,  and  that  our  little  but  enterprising  county,  which  now  ranks 
among  the  second  in  educational  matters,  in  many  respects,  may  soon  rank 
among  the  first  in  all. 
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Houses. — Three  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year;  one  in 
Eulalia  and  two  in  "Wharton,  after  models  in  the  Pennsylvania  School 
Architecture.  The  one  in  tulalia  is  a  line  structure  and  well  adapted  to 
school  purposes  ;  those  in  Wharton  I  have  not  visited.  One  house  in  Keat- 
ing, which  has  been  built  for  sometime,  was  occupied,  for  the  first  time,  dur- 
ing the  past  winter. 

Grounds. — No  essential  change  has  taken  place  in  the  school  grounds, 
though  considerable  pains  have  been  taken  in  trimming  the  shrubbery,  &c., 
about  the  new  house  in  Eulalia,  to  render  it  a  desirable  place  for  a  school. 

Out-houses. — One  or  two  districts  have  erected  out-houses,  Vv^hich,  we 
doubt  not,  w^ill  contribute  much  to  the  convenience  of  the  schools. 

Apjoaratus. — No  particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  furnishing  apparatus 
in  any  of  the  district  schools.  The  attendance  has  been  better  than  in 
previous  yeart^,  and  the  remark  was  made  in  several  districts  that  the  schools 
were  doing  unusually  well. 

TeOiChers. — Quite  a  number  of  old  teachers  left  the  profession  during  the 
summer  ;  several  of  them  for  western  homes  with  the  boys  in  blue.  The 
inconvenience  for  the  education  and  drill  of  teachers  has  been  in  a  great 
measure  obviated  by  the  Coudersport  and  Lewisville  academies,  which  have 
both  been  in  session  at  least  two  terms  each. 

Examinations. — More  than  the  usual  number  of  persons,  who  have  never 
taught,  presented  themselves  for  examination  this  spring,  and  the  number 
of  private  examinations  has  been  much  greater  than  it  should  have  been ; 
though  the  applicants,  in  most  cases,  gave  sufiBcient  reasons  for  non-attend- 
ance at  the  public  exercises. 
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Visitations. — Lq  some  districts  the  directors  take  quite  an  interest  in  visit- 
ing the  schools ;  in  others,  very  little  attention  is  paid  to  this  important 
duty. 

Institutes. — One  county  institute  only  has  been  held,  which  was  well  at- 
tMided  and  quite  interesting.     District  institutes  have  nearly  ceased 
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School  Soicsts. — Fifteen  school  houses  were  built  during  the  past  year,  as 
follows : 

Mahanoy  township  4< ;  all  frame.  The  lots  are  leased  from  the  coal  com- 
panies and  contain  about  half  an  acre,  but  the  buildings  are  so  situated  that 
the  play  ground  is  unlimited.  The  desks  are  double,  and  graded  to  suit  the 
age  of  pupils  These  houses,  with  others  in  the  district,  are  furnished  with 
Uack-board  surface  the  entire  width  of  the  building,  and  with  all  the  neces- 
garj'  ont-houses.     Cost  of  each  house,  $1,57.'). 

Rash  4 ;  all  frame.  The  first  is — lot,  half  an  acre ;  entire  cost,  $497. 
The  second  is  a  one-story  double  house,  lot,  one  acre  ;  entire  cost.  $1,250. 
The  third  is — lot,  half  an  acre;  entire  cost,  $615.  The  fourth  is — lot,  half 
an  acre;  entire  cost,  $615.  Some  of  these  houses  are  not  as  conveniently 
furnished  as  they  should  be.  Instead  of  two  rows  of  long  desks,  there 
should  be  four  of  double  desks.  In  some,  the  black-board  surface  is  entirely 
too  small  for  the  wants  of  the  schools,  and  the  ventilation  very  poor 

Hubley  township  1  ;  frame.  Lot,  one- fourth  of  an  acre.  Double  deskd 
of  different  grades.  Abouttwelve  square  feet  of  black-board  surface.  Cost 
of  house  and  lot,  $640. 

Reilly  township,  one ;  frame — lot,  one  acre.  Double  desks,  black-boards, 
&c.;  entire  cost,  2,250. 

Hegins  township,  one ;  frame.  Double  desks  and  over  one  hundred  square 
feet  of  black-board  surface. 

North,  one  ;  stone.  Two  rows  of  long  desks  ;  no  black-boards,  nor  ven- 
tilation. 

Rahn,  one.  Lot  fifty  by  one  hundred  feet ;  double  desks  ;  entire  cost, 
$900.     Sufficient  black-board  surface,  hooks,  &c. 

Butler,  two ;  frame  ;  entire  cost,  $800.  Second,  on  a  lot  fifty  by  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet ;  entire  cost,  $1,000.     Both  rooms  are  well  furnished. 

Apparatus. — Cornell's  out-line  maps  have  been  furnished  to  112  schools  ; 
alphabet  cards  to  68 ;  and  additional  black-board  surface  to  33. 

Schools. — Our  schools  have  increased  from  296,  in  1863,  to  34-1,  at  the 
present  time,  mainly  in  the  mining  districts,  owing  to  the  rapid  develop- 
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ment  of  the  coal  lands.  During  the  first  two  years  we  did  little  more  than 
keep  the  schools  of  some  of  the  mining  and  agricultural  districts  from 
retrograding,  but  during  the  past  year,  in  a  large  majority  of  the  districts, 
we  have  doubled  their  usefulness  by  being  enabled  to  raise  the  standard  of 
qualification,  and  thus  afford  directors  a  better  selection  of  teachers.  Direc- 
tors are  beginning  to  see  that  the  good  teacher,  at  a  fair  salary,  is  cheaper 
than  a  poor  one  at  his  board.  Pine  Grove,  M'Keansburg,  Hubley  and  Union 
townships  are  deserving  special  mention  for  the  promptness  with  v/hich 
they  discharged  the  unworthy  and  lazy  teachers  who  obtained  positions  in 
their  schools,  and  supplied  their  places  with  others,  whose  atteniion  to 
their  duties  and  devotion  to  the  cause,  secured  the  confidence  of  the  tax- 
payers. The  effect  of  this  course,  upon  the  schools  of  these  districts,  ex- 
ceeded the  expectation  of  both  directors  and  patrons,  so  much  so,  that  we 
unhesitatingly  recommend  it  to  every  other  similarly  afflicted  district.  Too 
many  of  the  teachers  of  our  agricultural  districts  are  from  neighboring 
caunties.  Many  of  them  come  among  us  with  no  other  motive  than  to  spend 
a  few  months  pleasantly,  secure  the  salary,  and  leave  without  showing  a 
single  step  of  advancement  in  their  schools.  To  remedy  this,  we  must  have 
resident  teachers,  and  to  obtain  these,  the  directors  of  the  diatricts  must  en- 
courage some  of  our  promising  young  men  to  sacrifice  a  little  time  and 
money  in  preparing  themselves  for  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  of 
a  good  teacher,  by  attending  some  one  of  our  State  Normal  schools.  For  it 
is  evident  that  any  one  who  is  expected  to  be  serviceable  to  the  community 
in  which  he  labors,  must  spare  neither  labor  nor  expense  in  fitting  himself, 
and  must,  therefore,  be  proportionately  compensated  for  this  out-lay.  It  is 
a  lamentable  fact,  that  while  the  laboring  man,  who  can  neither  read  nor 
write,  receives  from  twelve  to  fifteen  dollars  a  week,  the  teacher  gets  but 
eight  or  ten.  Is  this  reasonable  ?  Is  it  doing  him  justice  ?  Can  you  have 
good  schools  by  employing  cheap,  and  consequently  poor  teachers,  any 
more  than  you  can  expect  a  good  crop  of  wheat  by  sowing  cheap  and  poor 
seed  t  In  view  of  this,  we  hope  for  the  good  of  our  schools,  and  their  con- 
tinual progress,  directors  will  not  only  keep  up  the  salaries,  but  advance 
them  in  proportion  to  the  improvement  of  their  teachers  and  schools. 

Teachers. — In  looking  back  over  the  past  three  years  we  find  nothing  so 
much  deserving  of  mention  here  as  the  thoroughness  of  the  instruction  im- 
parted by  our  teachers  ;  in  fact,  this  is  the  foundation  of  all  our  educational 
progress.  Children  are  being  taught  to  think,  not  to  memorize  ;  are  trught 
principles,  and  not  rules. 

We  are  becoming  every  day  more  and  more  practical,  and  our  common 
schools  and  other  institutions  of  learning  must  necessarily  foster  such  a 
tendency.  We  must  interweave  our  theories  with  what  is  more  practical 
and  useful.     Scarcely  one-half  of  the  young  men  who  leave  our  colleges. 
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academies  and  common  schools,  are  prepared  to  be  successful  in  business, 
because  that  practical  education,  so  essential  to  success,  has  been  so  sadly- 
neglected.  An  education  is  often  the  only  capital  with  which  a  young  man 
enters  upon  a  business  life,  and  if  this  be  of  the  proper  kind,  his  success 
will  be  certain.  That  our  teachers  and  educational  men  are  seeing  the 
necessity  of  this,  is  apparent,  from  the  attention  the  subject  is  receiving  at 
our  educational  meetings,  and  from  its  encouragement  in  our  common  schools. 
We  hope  our  teachers  will  persevere  in  this,  for  it  is  evident  that  those 
who  are  being  retained  from  year  to  year,  with  increased  salaries,  are  those 
whose  teaching  is  becoming  more  and  more  practical.  We,  however,  still 
have  a  few  mechanical  teachers  who  know  of  no  mental  faculty  but  memory, 
and  who  never  trouble  themselves  nor  their  pupils  about  "the  reasons  why." 

Examinations. — 35  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which  387  appli- 
cants were  examined.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  sufficient 
number  of  teachers  at  the  public  examinations,  I  was  obliged  to  examine 
106  privately.  Five  professional,  and  432  provisional  certificates  were  issued, 
and  61  refused.  The  high  estimate  we  put  upon  the  professional  certificate, 
and  the  literary  and  professional  qualifications  we  hold  to  be  requisite  for 
obtaining  or,e  of  these,  accounts  for  but  five  having  been  issued  during  the 
past  three  years.  Our  examinations  have  been  more  largely  attended  by 
directors  and  spectators  during  the  present,  than  any  preceding  year — an 
indication  of  the  growing  appreciation  of  the  utility  of  the  county  superin- 
tendency.  The  oral  and  written  methods  are  used  in  examining  applicants. 
It  has  proven  the  best  with  us  for  obtaining  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  applicant's  qualifications,  and  for  enabling  directors  and  others  present  to 
form  an  estimate  of  their  standing  and  mode  of  expression.  The  applicant 
himself,  by  hearing  others  and  comparing  his  work,  becomes  more  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  their  own  deficiencies,  and  the  necessity  of  entering  more 
energetically  upon  the  work  of  self-improvement.  That  this  has  proven 
successful,  is  clearly  seen  in  the  increasing  number  of  annually  improved 
certificates  issued.  For  this  reason,  the  practice,  indulged  by  some  boards, 
of  permitting  the  certificates  of  their  teachers  to  be  renewed,  is  not  only  re- 
moving one  of  the  most  powerful  incentives  to  mental  improvement,  but 
crippling,  very  materially,  the  usefulness  of  the  district  institute. 

District  Institutes — Four  hundred  and  one  meetings,  attended  by  262 
teachers,  were  held  in  33  districts;  8  were. visited  by  myself. 

Visitations. — Six  hundred  and  forty-two  visitations  to  schools  were  made 
during  the  past  year.  All  were  visited  once  ;  267  twice,  and  35  three  times. 
In  examinations  and  visitations  I  traveled  3,505  miles.  My  first  visit  is 
usually  to  schools  in  which  changes  have  been  made  in  teachers,  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  their  method  of  teaching,  and  making  such  suggestions 
as  I  find  are  needed.     On  my  second  visit  I  examine  the  schools  first  in 
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orthography,  then  in  reading,  arithmetic,  &c.  These  examinations,  except 
in  orthography  and  reading,  are  confined  principally  to  the  more  advanced 
classes,  and  occupy  from  one  and  half  to  two  hours.  Borough  superinten- 
dents perform  this  duty  themselves,  in  boroughs  having  this  oflBcer.  By 
means  of  these  examinations,  I  have  succeeded  in  securing  the  company  of 
a  larger  number  of  directors  during  this,  than  any  preceding  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  add,  that  the  schools  of  the  county,  upon  the 
whole,  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  Our  teachers  are  growing  more 
zealous  and  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  ;  those  defective,  are  seeking  improve- 
ment in  our  Normal  schools,  and  our  directors  are  encouraging  and  holding 
out  greater  inducements  to  the  faithful  and  hard-working  teacher.  We 
have  held  more  educational  meetings  during  the  present  term  than  any  pre- 
ceding one  of  the  couT?ty  superintendency  ;  and  we  feel  assured  in  saying 
that  with  the  continued  co-operation  of  the  present  corps  of  energetic, 
faithful  and  live  teachers  we  have  in  this  county,  the  next  three  years  will 
not  find  us,  at  least,  behind  the  past. 
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School  JTowses.— Number  built  during  the  year  :  1  in  Beaver,  1  in  Frank- 
lin, 1  in  Penns  and  3  in  Perry,  Whole  number  98.  Number  of  frame  80 ; 
brick  4 ;  log  14-.  Unfit  for  use  12.  Eighty-nine  having  no  out-houses.  Will 
the  directors  of  our  county  turn  their  attention  to  this  item  and  remedy  the 
evil  ?  Forty-six  have  sufficient  ground ;  twelve  with  grounds  suitably  im- 
proved ;  twenty-nine  well  ventilated.  Four  houses  are  not  supplied  with 
black-boafd  surface.  But  little  attention  has  been  given  to  the  planting  of 
shade  trees,  or  the  improving  and  beautifying  of  school  grounds. 

Furniture. — Seventy  schools  are  supplied  with  suitable  furniture  ;  in- 
sufficient in  twenty-three  ;  injurious  in  threo  ;  supplied  with  suitable  furni- 
ture during  the  year,  three.  In  several  districts  the  black-boards  should 
be  enlarged  and  re-painted. 

I  would  again  call  the  attention  of  directors  to  the  fact,  that  school  houses 
should  have  graduated  desks  and  seats  to  suit  pupils  of  all  sizes,  so  as  to 
have  the  pupil's  feet,  when  sitting,  resting  on  the  floor.  The  seats  and 
desks  should  be  arranged  for  two  pupils  each,  and  should  not  extend  half 
way  across  the  room,  on  which  are  seated  from  six  to  ten  pupils,  thus  ren- 
dering them  inaccessible  to  the  teacher,  and  causing  much  confusion  when 
leaving  or  returning  to  their  seats. 

Apparatus. — There  is  but  one  school  well  provided  with  apparatus;  43 
are  wholly  without ;  17  were  partially  supplied  during  the  year.  Cornell's 
out-line  maps  were  put  into  35  schools  ;  Pelton's  and  sheet  maps  in  19.    In 
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some  others  are  found  alphabet  cards,  punctuation  marks  and  orthographical 
charts.  Some  of  our  teachers  use  apparatus  of  their  own,  which  adds  to 
their  success.  All  the  schools  in  West  Perry  have  numeral  frames  and 
charts.  Too  many  teachers  are  without  dictionaries.  A  hemisphere  globe, 
cube  root  blocks,  &c.,  should  be  introduced.  In  seven  schools  I  found  a 
clock  and  recitation  bell. 

Schools. — Whole  number,  96  ;  being  an  increase  of  two  since  last  report. 
Less  dissatisfaction  existed  this  year  than  the  year  previous,  owing  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  which  returned  to  us  a  number  of  well  tried  and  energetic 
teachers.  Xumber  of  graded  schools,  9,  viz :  in  Selinsgrove,  Middleburg 
and  Freeburg.  These  are  still  imperfectly  graded.  The  pupils  of  Free- 
burg,  Centreville,  Beavertown  and  Adamsburg  could  receive  better  and 
more  speedy  instruction,  and  at  less  expense,  by  attending  graded  schools. 
I  would  recommend  to  their  parents  and  directors  to  give  it  at  least  a  trial. 
This  is  a  duty  obligatory  upon  directors.  Number  well  classified,  81 ;  in 
all  a  uniformity  of  books  is  adopted  ;  number  in  which  the  Bible  is  read,  84  ; 
several  were  regularly  opened  with  prayer  ;  the  higher  branches  were  taught 
in  7  ;  seventy  had  daily  exercises  in  singing  ;  82  held  weekly  exercises  in 
composition  and  declamation.  In  quite  a  number  the  pupils  repeated  the 
commandments. 

Examinations. — Public  examinations  held  in  15.  The  written  and  oral 
methods  have  been  combined.  The  number  of  private  examinations  were 
less  than  in  former  years.  I  shall  discontinue  the  practice  of  holding  them, 
except  in  extreme  cases.  Teachers  who  fail  to  appear  on  regular  examina- 
tion day,  when  residing  in  the  same  district,  will  not  be  granted  a  private 
examination.  A  public  examination  is  held  in  every  district,  and  a  special 
one  at  Freeburg,  for  the  benefit  of  such  as  could  not  attend  the  regular  ap- 
pointment. This  accounts  for  twenty-six  privately  examined  teachers  less 
than  last  year.  Number  of  directors  present,  47  ;  citizens  present,  14-7  ; 
applicants  examined,  123.  Two  of  said  number  received  the  professional 
certificate.  Average  grade  of  certificate,  2^.  The  standard  will  be  raised 
next  year. 

Teachers. — All  except  four  gave  general  satisfaction.  Eleven  female 
teachers  were  employed.  They  were  as  successful  as  the  males.  There  ib 
still  a  prejudice  existing  in  some  of  the  districts  against  tliem.  It  is,  how- 
ever, gradually  dying  away.  Seven  hold  professional  certificates.  Three 
were  dismissed  for  the  following  reasons:  one  for  immorality,  another  for 
cruelty,  a  third  for  negligence.  Average  age  of  teachers,  twenty-four  years. 
Twenty-eight  had  no  experience  in  teaching.  A  majority  are  readers  of 
Professors  Wickersham's  and  Bates's  works,  the  Pennsylvania  School  Jour- 
nal and  Educator.  It  is  expected  that  teachers  of  our  county,  who  hold 
certificates  of  low  grade,  will  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived 


SNYDER  COUNTY.  59^ 

by  attending  the  high  schools  in  our  county.  Our  common  schools  must 
grow  better  ;  the  rising  generation  demands  it.  Hence,  teachers  must  edu- 
cate themselves.  Men  poorly  qaalifiod  will  not  hereafter  be  licensed.  "  As 
is  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school."     How  can  a  man  teach  what  be  does  not 

know  ? 

Vuitation.— AW  the  schools  were  visited  twice,  except  two.  Average 
time  spent  in  each  ^  ^^oars.  Twenty-two  visits  were  made  in  the  presence 
of  directors,  and  in  addition  a  large  number  of  citizens.  This  was  the  most 
pleasant  part  of  my  oificial  labor.  It  is  encouraging  to  visit  schools  taught 
by  energetic  and  faithful  teachers.  Attention  was  given  to  the  classifica- 
tion  of  the  schools,  and  also  to  the  method  of  governing  and  teaching.  No 
district  superintendents  were  appointed  In  several  districts  the  directors 
very  much  neglected  this  important  duty.  It  is  equally  the  duty  of  parents 
to  frequently  visit  the  schools  which  their  children  attend. 

Where  is  the  farmer  who  does  not  properly  care  for  his  stock  ?  How  much 
more  necessary  then  is  it  to  be  satisfied  that  their  children  are  properly 
cared  for  when  absent  from  their  homes  six  hours  a  day.  This  assurance  can 
be  had  by  personal  observation  only.  The  clergymen  are  hereby  respect- 
fully invited  to  visit  the  schools  convenient  to  their  places  of  residence  as 
often  as  time  will  permit.  The  child  is  taken  out  of  the  family  into  the 
school,  out  of  school  into  the  church,  &c.  At  my  last  visits  fifteen  minutes 
were  occupied  in  addressing  the  school. 

laditutes.—'Diiitviet  institutes  were  held  in  West  Perry,  Middleburg  and 
Penus.  May  this  praiseworthy  example  be  imitated  by  directors  and  teach- 
ers  of  other  districts. 

The  County  institute  met  at  Freeburg  in  December,  and  continued  in  ses- 
sion thrte  days.  Professors  J.  H.  Eldredge,  D.  S.  Boyer,  C.  L.  King,  N. 
D.  Van  Dyke  and  Col.  A.  C.  Simpson  contributed  much  to  the  interest  of 
the  institute.  Only  thirty-five  active  teachers  present.  Perhaps  an  ad- 
herence  to  a  resolution  passed  at  its  last  session,  "relative  to  teachers  who 
voluntarily  absent  themselves  from  attending  it  should  not  be  considered 
worthy  the  office  of  teacher,"  would  increase  the  number  of  presents.  Not- 
withstanding the  slim  attendance  the  meeting  was  one  of  great  interest. 
Teachers  who  attend  institutes  generally  have  live  schools ;  their  pupib 
are  ready  in  answering  questions,  and  active  in  class  drill. 

Summary. The   Freeburg  academy,  with  its  Normal  department ;  the 

Missionary  institute,  and  Susquehanna  Female  college,  located  at  Selins- 
grove,  are  doing  a  good  work  in  elevating  the  standard  of  education  in  our 
county.     May  they  receive  that  patronage  they  deservedly  merit. 

During  the  year  two  faithful  directors  departed  this  life,  viz  :  John  A. 
Smith  and  John  Diemer.  I  attended  seven  educational  meetings  ;  spent 
99  days  in  official  duties;  traveled  1,124.  miles;  wrote  69  official  letters. 


\n  SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

In  conclusion,  the  directors,  citizens,  teachers,  and  the  editors  of  our 
county  papers,  will  please  accept  my  warmest  tBanks  for  the  aid  and  kind* 
ness  extended  to  me  during  the  past  term. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY. —J.  J.  StuiZman. 

f 

School  Houses. — Their  character  has  greatly  improved  in  the  last  ten 
years,  both  by  the  displacement  of  the  log  huts  formerly  so  numerous,  and 
the  erection  of  frame  buildings  suited  to  the  taste  generally  exhibited  in  the 
better  class  of  private  dwellings.  Some  of  the  old  sort  still  displease  us, 
especially  in  Allegheny,  Jefferson  and  Upper  Turkey  foot.  Another  style 
of  nuisances  is  to  be  found  in  the  small  frame  buildings  that  had  sprung  up 
during  the  same  period,  in  the  Brothers  Valley  and  Stonycreek  regions,  and 
which  are  now  felt  to  be  greatly  deficient.  None  have  been  published  as 
unfit  for  use,  that  would  be  worth  repairing,  but  there  is  at  least  an  equal 
number  that  are  detrimental  to  the  schools,  and  should  be  re-placed.  The 
new  houses  built  during  the  year  in  Jenuer  and  Quemahoniag  are  roomy 
and  elegant ;  those  in  Milford  and  Stonycreek  are  of  good  sizes,  but  the 
•work  is  rough  ;  the  rest  are  satisfactory,  except  the  one  in  Ssomersot,  which 
is  not  good  enough  for  the  place.  Ventilation,  instead  of  being  a  provijiion 
of  the  builders,  is  an  accident  depending  on  the  suction  of  the  trap  in  the 
ceiling,  the  shrinkage  of  the  vsralls  and  breakage  of  glass.  The  number 
with  sufficient  grounds  it  is  difScult  to  ascertain  ;  the  ground  itself  being 
almost  invariably  fenced  out  as  a  common,  or  covered  with  trees,  often  with 
racks,  and  never  suitably  improved. 

■  Furniture  and  Apparatus — Adopting  the  views  of  the  profession  on  this, 
as  on  other  subjects,  we  consider  no  style  of  furniture  suitable  that  does 
not  give  each  pupil  a  comfortable  seat,  and  desk  of  the  proper  shape,  so 
arranged  as  to  face  the  teacher,  and  to  permit  each  to  enter  or  leave  his 
seat  without  disturbing  the  rest.  The  number  properly  furnished  is  very 
small,  long  benches  and  desks  being  still  the  fashion.  In  over  one-third  of 
the  houses  built  during  the  year,  the  furniture  was  altogether  insufficient. 
Those  in  Jenner,  Quemahoning  and  Stonycreek  alone  were  supplied  with 
suitable  furniture.  The  slab  style  is  still  met  with  in  some  of  the  old  houses, 
but  will  not  survive  this  generation.  In  regard  to  apparatus,  none  can  be 
said  to  be  well  supplied;  yet  this  is  something  that  no  district,  which  pos- 
sesses good  houses  and  good  teachers,  can  afford  to  neglect.  Only  ten  were 
destitute  of  black-boards,  and  few  had  any  thing  more  under  this  head. — 
Our  black-boards,  too,  are  very  poor,  even  where  the  houses  are  good  ;  and 
we  think  money  could  be  made  if  some  one  y/ould  take  up  the  business  of 
preparing  the  walls  of  school  rooms  and  coating  them  with  composition. 
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Schools. — The  school  in  Jenner  was  but  partially  graded,  both  teachers 
occapying  the  same  room.  Jn  none  were  pupils  admitted  or  transferred 
upon  examination.  Our  borough  needs  this  very  much,  and  if  the  plan 
were  adopted,  it  would  be  well  to  forfeit  the  seats  of  irregular  and  disor- 
derly pupils,  and  place  them  under  a  separate  teacher.  In  the  table  no 
school  has  been  reported  as  well  classified,  in  which  all  who  could  fairly  be 
considered  as  pupils,  were  not  reasonably  occupied  in  the  study  of  the 
branches  suited  to  their  age  and  capacity.  Neither  must  the  number  of 
classes  be  unnecessarily  large  ;  a  defect  proceeding  from  want  of  experi- 
ence, but  just  as  often  from  a  confusion  of  text-books.  As  it  stands,  the 
proportion  is  somewhat  too  small,  for  part  of  the  schools  were  visited  too 
early  in  the  season,  and  some  of  these  could  not  be  reached  a  second  time, 
yet  it  must  be  allowed  that  it  did  not  exceed  one-third  of  the  whole.  It 
appears,  too,  that  near  one-third  suffered  from  the  want  of  uniformity  in 
text-books.  In  the  rural  districts  this  matter  has  usually  been  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  teachers,  whose  youth  and  inexperience  have  of  late  rendered 
them  unable  to  accomplish  the  object.  The  difficulty  seldom  extends  farther 
than  to  the  classes  in  reading  and  arithmetic  ;  sometimes  to  one  of  these 
branches  only,  but  not  unfrequently  to  both.  The  Scriptures  were  read  in. 
over  one  third  of  the  schools.  We  have  never  urged  this  matter  ;  not  be- 
cause we  did  not  consider  it  a  duty  on  the  part  of  teachers,  but  because  we 
have  always  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  enforce  it  as  a  task. 

Teachers. — The  list  included  seventy-two  females,  with  seventy  males 
under,  and  sixty-one  over,  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Of  the  males  47  had 
been  in  the  military  service,  13  of  whom  were  employed  last  winter  for  the 
first  time.  In  I860  the  list  consisted  of  96  males  over  21,  56  below  that  age, 
and  32  females;  of  85  who  had  taught  in  the  county  the  previous  winter 
there  were  48  males  and  37  females  ;  of  76  new  applicants  employed,  51 
males  and  25  females  ;  of  71  who  had  taught  one  or  two  terms  only,  44 
males  and  27  females  ;  and  of  56  who  had  a  year's  experience,  36  males 
and  20  females.  In  1860  there  were  72  of  a  year's  experience,  71  who  had 
taught  one  or  two  terms  only,  and  41  new  applicants.  Of  180  resident 
teachers  employed  in  the  previous  year,  32  are  known  to  have  obtained 
schools  out  of  the  county  last  winter.  For  several  years  teachers  have  been 
scarce,  and  there  has  been  a  growing  disposition  to  take  advantage  of  the 
situation,  by  applying  for  the  renewal  of  certificates,  or  leave  to  be  exam- 
ined at  the  holidays.  The  practice  is  a  bad  onn,  and  was  not  adopted  from 
choice  ;  but  as  the  times  are  altered,  we  trust  that  hereafter  it  may  be  en- 
tirely dispensed  with. 

'  Training  of  Teachers. — The  county  was  accommodated  with  eight  nor- 
mal classes,  all  of  which,  except  one,  continued  in  session  ten  or  eleven  weeks, 
and  gave  full  satisfaction.     Of  the  203  teachers  employed,  150  (92  males 
13  School  Rep. 
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and  58  females)  were  in  attendance.  The  rest,  with  few  exceptions,  had 
been  our  pupils  in  former  years,  and  were  familiar  with  the  method  of  in- 
struction. Many  pupils  of  these  schools  were  also  employed  in  upper  Mary- 
land and  elsewhere,  and  generally  gave  full  satisfaction.  The  largest  pro- 
portionate school  in  any  previous  year,  was  in  1863,  being  then  17f>  of  the 
200  employed.  From  what  has  been  said,  it  may  be  inferred  that  neither 
the  knowledge  nor  professional  skill  of  applicants  could  rate  very  high. — 
A  session  of  eleven  weeks  is  altogether  too  short  to  review  all  the  branches, 
and  atteud  to  other  matters  indispensable  to  the  proper  training  of  teach- 
ers The  want  of  this  training  has  been  felt  for  several  years  as  a  serious 
evil;  and,  since  neither  the  district  institute  nor  the  interchange  of  visits 
by  teachers  can  be  relied  upon  for  the  remedy,  the  deficiency  was  sought 
to  be  supplied  by  a  series  of  county  institutes,  each  of  one  week  in  dura- 
tion. The  attendance  was  generally  satisfactoy,  and  the  benefit  accruing 
to  the  schools  amply  re-paid  the  labor  incurred.  The  teachers  of  Berlin  and 
Brothers  Valley,  besides  keeping  up  a  district  institute  of  their  own,  did  not 
neglect  the  County  institute  at  the  holidays.  The  Wellersburg  board  also 
furnished  their  teachers  with  the  needful  for  the  same  purpose. 

Visitations. — Previous  experience  had  evinced  the  general  neglect  on  the 
part  of  directors,  of  their  duty  in  visiting  the  schools  under  their  charge  — 
To  remedy  this  neglect,  as  far  as  possible,  the  visitation  was  commenced  on 
the  20th  of  November,  and  continued,  with  an  interruption  of  one  week, 
till  the  16th  of  March  For  the  first  time,  in  this  county,  every  school  was 
visited,  and  more  than  half  a  second  time.  Statistics  were  collected  and 
observations  recorded,  often  followed  by  advice  to  teachers  and  a  brief  ad- 
dress to  pupils.  The  second  visit  sometimes  appeared  to  be  quite  a  sur- 
prise, but  the  marks  of  improvement,  both  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  pu- 
pils, were  often  very  gratifying.  Self-improvement  was  always  urged  as  a 
duty  ;  but  the  want  of  organized  effort,  in  the  shape  of  institutes  and  lit- 
erary societies,  was  painfully  evident.  Owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  time 
allowed  for  these  visits,  there  was  little  opportunity  to  bespeak  the  company 
of  directors.  If  the  term  were  extended,  as  it  should  be,  to  five  months, 
all  the  schools  might  be  visited  a  second  time  ;  and  then  it  would  be  advi- 
sable to  publish  a  programme  to  invite  the  attendance  of  directors  and  pa- 
rents. Xo  arrangements  were  made  in  the  townships  for  the  regular  visi- 
tation of  school?  by  directors,  and  it  is  probable  that  many  were  not  visit- 
ed by  them  during  any  part  of  the  term.  This  has  not  always  been  the 
case  ;  for  previous  to  the  late  troubles  the  poorest  districts  took  more  inter- 
est in  education  than  the  heaviest  tax-payers  have  done  since. 

Wants  of  the  System. — Truth  and  right  are  belligerents,  whose  mission 
it  is  to  fight  battles  and  win  victories,  not  to  wait  till  their  adversaries  die 
a  natural  death.     Progress  in  school  affairs  is  something  to  live  and  work 
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for,  not  a  thing  of  spontaneous  growth.  The  system  has  many  wants,  some 
of  which  may  be  enumerated  as  follows  :  1st,  graduates  of  recognized  pro- 
fessional schools  for  superintendents,  with  a  notification  that  "  no  others 
need  apply;"  2d,  a  professional  teacher  at  the  head  of  every  score  of  country 
schools  as  responsible  principal,  on  the  plan  of  graded  schools  in  the  large 
towns  ;  3d,  an  extension  of  the  minimum  school  term  to  five  months,  to 
commence  immediately ;  4.th,  a  large  increase  of  the  State  appropriation, 
part  to  be  paid  as  at  present,  and  part  upon  the  compliance  by  the  several 
districts  with  certain  additional  provisions.  These  might  be,  1st,  the  em- 
ployment of  professional  teachers  as  principals  of  the  schools;  2d,  district 
institutes  well  maintained,  under  the  direction  of  professional  teachers  ;  3d, 
the  payment  of  sufficient  average  salaries  graduated  by  the  figures  on  the 
certificates  ;  4th,  certain  provisions  in  relation  to  the  average  age  and  quali- 
fications of  teachers  employed.  The  laws  in  force  in  some  parts  of  the 
State,  in  relation  to  county  institutes  and  sites  of  school  houses,  are  believed 
to  be  adapted  to  our  wants,  and  we  recommend  that  the  benefit  of  their 
provisions  be  extended  to  this  county. 
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Elkland,  long  laboring  under  disadvantages  arising  from  poor  school 
houses,  has  done  a  good  thing  for  the  educational  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity, by  putting  up  two  houses  well  adapted  in  size  and  finish  to  their  in- 
tended uses.  One  of  these  occupies  the  foundation  upon  which  a  new  one 
was  burnt  two  or  three  years  since  ;  the  other,  though  not  upon  the  same 
lot,  supplies  the  place  of  a  small,  old  frame  building.  These  houses  add 
from  eight  hundred  to  a  thousand  dollars  to  the  value  of  the  school  property 
of  the  district.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  in  conjunction  with  these,  suita- 
ble out-houses  were  not  put  up,  as  might  have  been  done  at  a  trifling  addi- 
tional cost. 

Laporte  township  has  a  new  house,  but  unfinished.  Though  very  open 
and  poorly  seated,  it  was  used,  during  the  winter,  for  school  purposes.  The 
friends  of  the  western  part  of  the  county  have  been  at  an  expense  of  about 
seven  hundred  dollars,  in  building  and  furnishing  a  house  in  Fox.  Such  is 
the  relation  that  the  schools  of  this  house  are  expected  to  sustain  to  the 
common  schools  of  the  place,  that  it  is  deemed  worthy  of  notice  in  this  con- 
nection. 

Cherry  and  Fox  have  made  a  beginning  in  the  work  of  building  out- 
houses. May  this  work,  so  praise- worthy,  be  continued,  until  all  the  schools 
of  the  county  shall  be  supplied. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-four  visits  were  made,  including  two  to  the 
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Friends'  school,  in  Fox,  and  one  to  the  State  Normal  school,  at  Mansfield, 
Tioga  county.  The  results  of  visits  to  schools,  either  bj  parents  or  school 
officers,  cannot  be  definitely  known.  Like  the  fruits  of  other  public  labors, 
they  may  never  be  fully  estimated.  That  they  are,  when  made  in  the  right 
spirit,  highly  beneficial,  all  who  have  studied  upon  the  relation  of  cause 
and  effect  freely  admit.  Though  disappointed  in  not  finding  the  model 
school  organized  and  in  operation,  our  visit  to  the  Normal  school  was,  nev- 
ertheless, very  pleasant  and  profitable.  While  all  the  teachers  of  this  school 
show  adaptedness  to  the  work,  and  zeal  in  its  pursuit,  Mr.  Allen,  the  prin- 
cipal, seems  eminently  fitted  for  the  position  he  occupies.  His  appears  to 
be  an  illustration  of  unconscious  tuition,  and  his  government  as  though  pro- 
duced by  magic.  The  school  is  worthy  of  patronage,  and  should  have  a 
representative  from  every  borough  and  township  in  the  entire  district. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  good,  and  qualified  to  give  instruction  in  the 
branches  ;  but  would  be  much  better  and  more  successful  by  increased 
thoroughness  of  preparation  for  the  work.  The  employment  of  incompetent 
teachers  inflicts  serious  injury  upon  the  school  system,  and  so  upon  the  com- 
munity. Yet  personal  interest  and  prejudice  frequently  succeed  in  putting 
such  in  charge  of  schools.  Very  many  who  ought  to  be  recipients  of  school 
advantages,  for  want  of  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  teacher,  turning 
their  backs  upon  the  schools,  leave  the  cultivation  of  mind  and  engage  in 
other  pursuits.  'Ihus  it  happens,  that  notwithstanding  the  possession  of 
an  educational  system,  designed  to  bestow  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
common  branches  upon  every  son  and  daughter  of  the  State,  a  large  num- 
ber fail  to  become  qualified  to  attend  to  ordinary  business.  We  would 
avoid  a  legislative  enactment  compelling  common  school  attendance.  Such 
a  law  would  either  remain  inoperative,  or  be  used  only  as  an  agent  of 
malice.  Let  the  schools  become  attractive  by  being  made  profitable  and 
interesting,  and  a  law  for  compulsory  attendance  will  not  be  thought  of. 

A  Normal  school  institute  was  opened  in  August,  at  Dushore,  and  con- 
tinued in  successful  operation  eleven  weeks.  A  large  attendance  and  strict 
attention  to  business  made  much  good  inevitable.  A  pleasant  visit  of  a 
day,  and  an  excellent  lecture  in  the  evening,  by  Hon,  C.  R.  Coburn,  State 
Superintendent,  was  enjoyed,  and  highly  prized  by  the  teachers  and  com- 
munity. 

It  is  hoped  that,  aided  by  Rev.  J.  N.  Lukens,  who  has  opened  a  higher 
school  at  Laporte,  and  A.  H.  Blackburn,  teacher  of  Friends'  school,  an  in- 
crease of  interest  in  our  common  schools,  and  an  elevation  of  our  educational 
standard,  may  be  efi"ected. 

Justice  demands  of  the  law-making  power  an  act  providing  for  the  com- 
pensation of  school  directors.  their  services  are  as  indispensable  as  other 
school  officers,  and  they  should  be  suitably  rewarded  in  a  similar  manner. 
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Houses — There  are  261  in  the  county.  These  are  all  wooden  frame  build- 
ings, except  one  in  Franklin,  of  brick;  and  one  in  Middletown,  of  stone. 
Three  or  four  have  been  built  during  the  year.  Harford  is  preparing  to 
erect  one  for  the  accommodation  of  a  graded  school.  Seventy- four,  at  least, 
are  unfit  for  use.  One  hundred  and  twenty-two  have  no  out-buildings.  None 
are  properly  ventilated.  About  half  of  them  can  be  imperfectly  supplied 
with  good  air  by  means  of  the  windows.  Many  of  them  are  too  cold,  (away 
from  the  stove,)  a  defect  which  is  sometimes  regarded  as  more  than  obviating 
the  other  difficulty.  Very  few  can  be  said  to  have  grounds  suitably  improved, 
or  of  sufficient  size.  Still  we  make  progress  ;  and  perhaps  the  day  is  not 
distant  when  the  influence  of  attractive  surroundings  upon  character  will 
be  more  fully  recognized  ;  when  its  potency  in  fostering  attachment  for 
home  and  love  of  country  (constant  attendants  of  civilization  and  enlight- 
ment)  will  be  more  fully  felt;  when  the  lessons  of  wisdom,  industry  and 
goodness  spread  out  on  the  landscape,  and  taught  by  bird-song  and  flower, 
by  sunshine  and  shade,  by  all  the  voices  of  animated  nature  in  concert,  shall 
be  more  fully  appreciated. 

Furniture. — Eighty-two  houses  may  be  classed,  under  present  circum- 
stances, as  well  supplied.  Eighty-nine  have  insufficient,  and  eighty-four 
injurious  furniture. 

Apparatus. — Five  rooms  have  no  apparatus;  159  have  out-line  maps. 
Few,  if  any,  can  be  styled  "well  supplied." 

Schools. — Whole  number,  269.  We  have  the  same  number  of  graded 
schools  as  heretofore,  with  two  or  three  others  in  contemplation.  The  policy 
of  grading  is  well  settled,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  carried  into  effect  as 
fast  as  the  population  becomes  dense  enough  to  admit  of  it.  About  three- 
fourths  of  the  schools  are  as  well  classified  as  ungraded  ones  can  be.  A 
uniformity  of  books  has  been  adopted  in  most  of  the  schools,  but  in  quite  a 
number  of  them  it  is  not  properly  complied  with,  and  is  not  carried  into 
practical  operation.  There  is  often  too  little  liberality  on  the  part  of  parents 
in  supplying  books.  Indeed,  a  naked  uniformity  is  only  desirable  from  its 
absolute  necessity  in  classifying  and  economizing  the  work  of  the  school 
room.  The  most  advantageous  method  would  be  to  use  works  of  different 
authors  upon  the  same  subject.  For  instance,  after  one  second  reader  had 
been  used  and  made  familiar  by  a  class,  instead  of  taking  the  third  reader 
of  that  series,  and  so  urging  the  class  on  beyond  its  capacity,  take  first  a 
second  reader  of  another  series.  The  novelty  and  interest  which  children 
attach  to  a  new  book  can  hardly  fail  to  produce  benefit  enough  to  pay  the 
cost  many  times  over;  and  in  advanced  classes,  the  perusal,  either  jointly 
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or  separately,  of  two  or  three  works  upon  the  same  science,  would  secure 
results  that  could  not  be  measured  by  the  price  of  the  books. 

Every  school  should  have  a  good  dictionary,  to  be  used  by  the  larger 
pupils,  and  to  be  used  by  the  teacher  for  the  smaller  ones,  and  for  the  whole. 
The  Scriptures  are  read  in  about  half  of  the  schools. 

Best  order  and  deportment  in  any  school,  as  marked  at  time  of  visit, 
"very  good,"  (1  ;)  poorest,  "middling,"  (3;)  average,  better  than  "good," 
(If.)  Best  thoroughness  in  studies  in  any  school,  a  little  less  than  "very 
good,"  (I7V;)  poorest,  better  than  medium,  (2|;)  average,  better  than 
"good,"  (11) 

Examinations. — Number  of  public  examinations  held,  28.  Ninety  direc- 
tors were  in  attendance.  Number  of  applicants  examined  privately,  at 
request  of  directors,  36.  Whole  number  of  provisional  certificates  issued, 
245.  Number  of  certificates  renewed,  40.  Number  of  applicants  rejected, 
9.  No  permanent  certificates  have  been  issued,  during  my  term,  for  reasons 
heretofore  stated,  though  there  are  some  teachers  who  are  as  well  entitled 
to  them  as  the  few  who  have  already  received  them  Average  grade  of 
certificates  a  little  better  than  "good,"  (li.) 

InsiiliUes  and  Libraries. — There  are  no  district  institutes,  or  district  libra- 
ries. Our  County  institute  was  very  well  attended,  and  was  interesting  and 
profitable.  Prof  S.  W.  Clark  performed  the  greater  part  of  the  labor,  with 
efficient  aid  from  various  other  sources. 

Private  Schools,  &c. — It  is  surprising  how  soon  after  relief  from  the 
scourge  of  war,  educational  enterprises  resumed  their  wonted  energy  and 
spirit.  After  the  close  of  the  summer  schools  last  fall,  schools  were  opened 
for  instruction  in  the  common  and  higher  branches,  by  competent  individuals, 
in  about  half  of  the  townships  of  the  county.     These  were  well  attended. 

The  Soldiers'  Orphan  school  at  Harford  is  now  in  successful  operation. 

Teachers. — This  topic  presents  the  most  momentous  question  connected 
with  the  system.  Where  shall  we  get  enough  instructors  equal  to  the  task  ? 
Must  not  our  training  schools  supply  them,  and  must  not  our  directors  pay 
them  ?  Best  apparent  success,  as  marked  at  the  time  of  visit,  "  very  good," 
(1;)  poorest,  below  medium,  (3^;)  average,  better  than  "good,"  (If.) 
This  is  encouraging.  But  there  is  yet  great  lack.  Too  many  teachers 
practice  that  quasi-instruction — ceremonies,  formal,  an  ill-shapen  semblance 
without  the  power — which  is  hardly  a  tangent  to  those  diverging,  expand- 
ing circles  in  which  we  should  move.  Our  schools  are  too  scholastic.  They 
should  be  more  like  well  regulated  families — like  home  schools.  Work,  and 
play,  and  study  should  be  commingled.  Curiosity,  imagination,  faith,  hope 
and  trust  have  lively  exercise  in  childhood.  These  should  never  be  abused. 
While  the  child  is  taught  to  depend,  without  pride  and  arrogance,  upon  his 
own  resources,  he  should  learn  to  be  influenced  by  the  inevitable  results  of 
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his  own  doings.  Even  in  pecuniary  matters  he  will  acquire  prudence  and 
discretion  by  supplying  his  own  wants  from  a  fund  paid  him  for  his  own 
good  services.  Individual  responsibility  in  mental  and  moral  culture  should 
be  relied  on  from  the  start.  It  comes  spontaneously  into  action  if  allowed 
to  do  so.  The  more  the  work  is  done  by  dint  of  pushing,  the  more  is  the 
power  of  inherent  motion  lost.  "Life  is  earnest — life  is  real."  Its  early 
years  should  not  be  made  an  exception.  Its  first  quarter  should  not  be 
squandered  amid  dead  formalities.  Vital  truths  and  principles— /wtngr,  grow- 
ing powers  and  capacities — pertain  as  much  to  it  then  as  ever.  The  im- 
provement of  these  alone  can  "answer  life's  great  end  "  This  is  the  true 
discipline.  Thus  only  can  be  learned  the  golden  rule.  Thus  only  can  it 
come  to  pass  that  we  recognize  in  each  laborer  a  brother,  and  go  early  into 
the  broad  vineyard  to  work  while  it  is  day. 


TIOGA  COUNTY.—TicTOR  A.  Elliott. 

Houses  and  Furniture. — One  acre  of  ground  favorably  located,  sur- 
rounded by  a  substantial,  neatly  painted  fence,  with  out-buildings,  shade 
trees,  and  a  well  of  water  thereon  ;  a  house  twenty-four  by  thirty-six  feet 
on  the  outside,  walls  twelve  feet  high  and  nicely  papered,  with  suitable 
furniture  and  apparatus,  finished  in  the  best  style  of  workmanship,  and 
arranged  according  to  the  plan  of  an  experienced  teacher — such  are  some  of 
the  indispensable  requisites  to  a  school  of  one  grade  in  the  rural  districts 
of  this  county.  Such  a  building  and  appurtenances  would  involve  an  expense 
of  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  dollars  above  those  ordinarily  con- 
structed, and  in  time  would  prove  the  cheapest,  and  by  far  the  most  useful, 
that  could  be  erected.  No  houses  of  this  description  have  ever  been  erected 
in  this  county  ;  few  have  approximated  to  it  in  some  particulars.  The  model 
school  building  at  Mansfield  comes  nearest  to  it  in  point  of  inside  finish, 
while  most  of  them  are  entirely  wanting  in  these  reasonable  and  essential 
requirements.  There  is  no  longer  any  excuse  for  not  providing  pleasant 
and  spacious  grounds,  commodious  houses,  and  attractive  furniture  for  our 
common  schools.  The  war  is  over,  and  our  local  war  taxes  are  fast  being 
paid.  We  are  now  prepared  to  enter  upon  a  new  era  of  progress  in  our 
educational  history.  We  greatly  need  houses  that  both  teachers  and  pupils 
will  be  delighted  with,  instead  of  reluctant  to  enter. 

Magnetic  globes  were  supplied  to  the  schools  of  Richmond  district  dur- 
ing the  year.  I  can  cheerfully  attest  their  utility  in  the  hands  of  good 
teachers. 

Schools. — It  is  useless  to  deny  that  our  schools  have  materially  retro- 
graded during  the  last  five  years.     The  attendance  is  less,  the  average  being 
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nearly  six  hundred  greater  in  1860,  than  in  1865  ;  the  scholars  are  smaller; 
and  the  standard  of  scholarship  is  not  so  high.  The  war  has  demanded  and 
received  many  of  our  best  male  teachers,  whose  places  have  been  supplied 
by  females  ;  and  it  is  no  disparagement  to  the  better  class  of  female  teachers 
to  say,  that  the  poorer  class  were  not  qualified  to  meet  this  deficiency.  The 
larger  boys  and  girls  have  been  kept  from  school  to  perform  the  home  duties 
of  their  older  brothers  and  sisters,  who  had  assumed  respectively  the  more 
responsible  duties  of  the  camp  and  the  school  room.  Directors,  parents 
and  children  have  had  their  minds  too  much  occupied,  for  the  good  of  the 
schools,  by  the  cares,  anxieties  and  sorrows  which  are  too  well  remembered 
to  require  mention.  But  these  causes  are  now  happily  at  an  end.  How 
shall  we  induce  a  better  state  of  affairs  ?  How  shall  we  re-call  our  teachers 
to  the  school  room  ?  How  shall  we  persuade  our  boys  and  girls  that  it  is 
no  disgrace  for  them  to  be  found  in  the  common  schools  after  they  have 
entered  their  "teens?"  How  shall  we  arouse  the  energies  and  re-kindle 
the  interest  of  directors,  parents,  and  all,  so  that  unitedly  they  shall  go  to 
work  to  redeem  the  standing  of  our  schools  ?  These  are  practical  questions 
of  vast  importance.  Nine-tenths  of  our  people — our  farmers,  mechanics, 
merchants,  professional  men — have  received  their  education  in  the  common 
schools.  Few,  indeed,  in  comparison  with  the  many,  have  ever  received 
scholastic  training  in  schools  of  higher  grade.  Common  schools  have 
quietened  the  public  conscience,  aided  moral  reform,  stimulated  industry, 
promoted  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  our  country,  and  defended  the  in- 
tegrity of  our  civil  and  religious  institutions  against  domestic  traitors  as 
well  as  external  foes. 

Teachers. — While  our  schools  have  suffered  temporarily  by  the  with- 
drawal of  so  large  a  number  of  male  teachers,  still  there  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  qualifications  of  female  teachers  during  the  past  three 
years.  This  has  been  mainly  the  result  of  two  causes :  First,  The  lauda- 
ble efforts  of  this  class  of  teachers  to  qualify  themselves  to  meet  the  increased 
demand  for  their  services.  Second,  More  rigid  and  thorough  examinations. 
DuriDg  this  year  alone  I  have  rejected  one  hundred  applicants;  and  1  have 
not  hesitated  to  declare  my  intention  to  reduce  the  teaching  force  to  the 
lowest  numbers,  reserving  enough  of  the  better  class  of  teachers  to  fill  the 
schools.  In  some  instances  a  scarcity  of  teachers  has  been  produced  ;  but 
the  offering  of  better  wages  has  induced  older  and  better  teachers  to  come 
forw^d  to  supply  the  vacant  schools.  The  effect  of  this  policy  has  been  to 
increase  the  wages  of  teachers.  In  1863  the  average  price  per  mouth  paid 
to  female  teachers  in  this  county,  including  the  benefit  of  "boarding  round," 
was  $17  08.  In  1865  it  was  $23  03,  an  increase  of  nearly  35  per  cent. 
Full  reports  for  1866  have  not  been  received,  but  in  my  judgment  the  aver- 
age price  will  not  fall  much  below  $28  00,  which  would  be  an  increase  of 
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over  60  per  cent,  in  three  years.  The  wages  of  good  male  teachers  have 
increased  in  a  still  greater  ratio.  This  is  certainly  encouraging.  Still  we 
need  to  labor  for  an  increase  of  wages  to  good  teachers.  The  best  way  for 
teachers  to  labor  for  this  is  to  maKe  themselves  worthy  of  it.  Many  of  our 
people  still  hold  to  the  mistaken  theory,  that  a  poor  teacher  will  do  for  a 
backward  school.  Why,  it  is  just  the  way  to  make  a  backward  school 
always  remain  backward.  The  fact  is,  good  teachers  are  not  appreciated ; 
poor  ones  are  too  much  tolerated.  If  we  would  secure  the  best  talent  of 
the  country  for  our  common  schools,  we  must  pay  for  it,  whether  it  be  found 
in  male  or  female  teachers.  How  short  sighted  the  policy,  and  yet  how 
often  it  occurs,  that  a  goud  teacher  is  exchanged  for  a  poor  one  for  the  differ- 
ence of  a  few  paltry  dollars  a  month 

Examinations  — Provisional  certificates  averaging  "  3,"  were  the  lowest 
grade  issued  during  the  year.  However,  numbers  "4"  and  "5"  were  re- 
tained in  conducting  examinations.  No  permanent  certificates  have  been 
granted  during  my  term.  The  Normal  school  act  provides,  that  "  actual 
teachers  of  common  schools,  who  shall  produce  satisfactory  evidence  of  hav- 
ing taught  in  common  schools  during  three  full  consecutive  annual  terms 
of  the  districts  in  which  they  were  employed,  may  also  be  examined  at  the 
same  time,  and  in  the  same  manner  with  the  students  of  their  proper  Nor- 
mal schools,  and  if  found  equally  qualified,  shall  receive  certificates  of  scholar- 
ship of  the  same  kind." 

A  certificate  or  diploma  under  this  act  exempts  the  holder  from  further 
examination,  and  is  valid  in  any  part  of  the  State.  It  also  has  the  further 
superiority  of  producing  uniformity,  by  fixing  a  high  standard  for  the  teach- 
ers' profession  throughout  the  State.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  obviates  the 
necessity,  which  is  sometimes  disagreeable  and  perplexing,  of  granting  per- 
manent certificates  by  county  superintendents.  Particularly  is  this  the  case 
in  this  county 

The  State  Normal  school  at  Mansfield  has  been  in  successful  operation  for 
the  past  two  years ;  and  it  is  easily  accessible  from  all  parts  of  the  county. 
I  have  urged,  and  I  would  still  urge,  teachers  to  seek  professional  certificates 
from  this  institution,  either  by  entering  it  for  graduation,  if  unprepared,  or 
by  applying  for  examination  under  the  above  provision,  if  already  sufficiently 
educated  and  experienced. 

Visitations. — Entering  anew  upon  the  duties  of  this  office,  after  an  absence 
of  nearly  a  year  in  the  army,  I  found  it  impossible  to  visit  all  the  schools 
during  the  winter  term.  Many  of  the  schools  were  late  in  opening,  and  the 
bad  state  of  the  roads  rendered  the  means  of  travel  slow  and  difficult. 
However,  I  visited  134  schools,  an  average  of  one  and  a  half  hours  each. 
This  is,  by  far,  the  most  laborious  part  of  the  superintendent's  duties  ;  but 
I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  most  profitable  in  its  influence  upon  the  schools, 
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though,  owing  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  work,  it  is  not  generally  appre- 
ciated by  the  people.  The  short  time  which  the  superintendent  is  able  to 
spend  in  any  one  community  tends  to  produce  the  belief  that  he  is  engaged 
in  an  idle  and  profitless  calling ;  besides,  to  the  casual  observer,  the  results 
of  his  visits  are  not  strikingly  evident.  But  the  superintendent  who  is  en- 
gagt^d  visiting  schools  day  by  day,  and  week  by  week,  receiving  almost 
viniforralv  the  warm-hearted  welcome  of  the  teacher,  and  the  most  earnest 
and  thoughtful  attention  of  the  children,  while  he  carefully  observes  their 
deportment,  and  measures  their  progress,  and  then  talks  to  them,  seriously 
though  pleasantly,  occasionally  delighting  them  with  a  humorous  story 
that  he  may  make  the  more  lasting  impression  upon  their  tender  minds, 
he  feels  and  knows  that  as  surely  as  vegetation  is  refreshed  by  the  gentle 
rain  drops,  and  stimulated  to  more  vigorous  growth  by  the  warm  sunshine, 
80  surely  will  children  be  benefited  and  influenced  to  greater  exertions  and 
higher  and  better  resolves  by  the  instruction  to  which  they  listen  with  such 
earnest  attention,  and  receive  with  such  implicit  confidence — he  realizes 
that  by  the  teachers  and  the  pupils,  if  not  always  by  the  parents,  his  labors 
are  appreciated. 

Public  Sentiment. — A  feeling  of  opposition  to  the  county  superintendency, 
which  has  existed,  though  to  a  limited  extent,  since  1854,  culminated  last 
winter  in  the  circulation  of  a  few  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  the  office. 
This  feeling  has  resulted  more  from  misunderstanding  than  from  any  thing 
else.  The  friends  of  the  school  system,  who  understand  the  benefit  and  ne- 
cessity of  the  superintendency,  defended  it  in  a  firm  but  friendly  spirit ;  an 
explanation,  showing  the  merits  and  comparative  cheapness  of  the  office, 
was  published  in  the  county  paper;  the  tri-ennial  convention,  assembling 
shortly  after,  raised  the  salary  from  $900  to  $1,000  ;  and  I  think  the  result 
is,  that  at  this  time  the  coanty  superintendency  is  more  popular  in  this 
county  than  ever  before. 

The  great  want  of  the  system,  in  this  county,  is  longer  school  terms.  This, 
with  steadily  increasing  wages  for  a  few  years,  would  induce  our  teachers 
to  remain  long  enough  in  the  profession  to  acquire  some  degree  of  proficiency. 
Then  our  children  might  reasonably  hope  to  procure  the  education  they  so 
much  desire,  and  which  they  so  greatly  need.  The  average  number  of 
months  now  taught  falls  below  six.  It  ought  to  be  immediately  increased  to 
eight  or  nine,  so  that,  commencing  in  September,  our  schools  might  con- 
tinue, with  little  or  no  interruption,  till  the  beginning  or  latter  part  of  June. 
To  meet  the  additional  expense  which  this  much  desired  change  would  in- 
volve, our  people  are  a  unit  in  favor  of  a  State  tax  for  school  purposes,  or  a 
large  increase  of  the  State  appropriation.  We  shall  never  be  content  to 
pay  twenty-six  mills  on  the  dollar  for  school  and  building  purposes,  as  some 
of  our  districts  are  now  doing,  while  other  counties  enjoy  longer  school  terms, 
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and  pay  better  wages  by  raising  one  or  two  mills  on  the  dollar.  What  we 
demand  is,  that  the  property  of  the  State,  by  equal  taxation,  shall  educate 
the  children  of  the  State. 

Summary  of  Labor — This  report  embraces  a  period  of  only  nine  months, 
80  I  cannot  give  statistics  for  the  whole  year.  During  the  two  years  out 
of  three  that  I  have  held  the  office  of  county  superintendent,  I  have  held 
76  examinations,  mostly  public;  examined  863  applicants;  granted  710 
certificates  ;  made  455  visits  to  the  public  schools,  an  average  of  \\  hours 
each  ;  attended  22  institutes  and  other  educational  meetings  ;  spent  449 
days  in  official  duties  ;  written  556  official  letters,  and  traveled  4,311  miles 
on  official  business. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
school  directors  and  people  generally,  for  their  uniform  kindness  and  hospi- 
tality to  me  while  I  have  been  laboring  among  them.  I  am  also  under 
many  obligations  to  the  editors  of  our  county  papers,  for  their  gratuitous 
publication  of  all  my  correspondence  relating  to  common  schools.  To  the 
500  teachers  with  whom  I  have  been  associated  as  a  co-laborer  in  the  edu- 
cation of  youth,  I  would  say  God  speed  you  in  your  noble  calling,  and  I 
would  ask  you  to  remember  me  kindly  to  the  8,000  children  under  your 
charge  ;  while  of  one  and  all,  in  an  official  capacity,  I  reluctantly  take  leave. 


UNION  COUNTY.— C.  V.  Gundy. 

Houses — The  statistical  table  will  show  that  we  have  had  no  change  in 
regard  to  the  houses  since  our  last  report.  We  have  still  a  number  in  bad 
condition,  that  will  be  re-placed  by  new  ones  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 
permit. 

Graded  Schools  are  still  limited  generally  to  the  villages  and  towns  hav- 
ing a  number  of  schools.  The  necessity  for  a  number  of  graded  schools  in 
the  country  districts  is  apparent.  Where  schools  of  this  kind  are  estab- 
lished they  are  doing  a  noble  work,  affording  to  the  children  of  rich  and 
poor  alike,  all  the  advantages  of  the  academy  and  the  seminary,  at  a  cost 
less  than  half  generally  attending  institutions  of  that  kind. 

Qualifications  of  Teachers. — Taking  the  avrerage  of  the  entire  number 
of  applicants  examined  this  year  and  last,  we  have  evidence  of  decided  im- 
provement. There  have  been  a  few  cases  of  failure,  but  as  a  whole  I  can 
say  for  the  teacher,  the  work  has  been  well  done. 

Female  Teachers. — There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  prejudice  on  the  part 
of  many  against  the  female  teacher.  Having  observed  the  matter  some- 
what, I  think  this  prejudice  altogether  unfounded.     It  is  true,  we  have  had 
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cases  of  failure  oa  the  part  of  the  female  teachers,  and  it  is  equally  true 
that  we  have  had  many  cases  of  the  most  brilliant  success. 

Summer  Schools  are  held  in  most  of  the  districts,  but  generally  subscrip- 
tion schools.  Buffalo,  Kelly  and  Cragg  being,  I  think,  the  only  districts  in 
which  public  schools  are  kept  open  during  the  summer  months. 

Teachers'  Salaries. — I  think  one  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  our  success,  is  the  low  salary  offered  to  teachers  ;  the  highest  salary 
paid  in  the  county  being  forty  dollars.  This  places  us  far  below  some  of  our 
neighbors,  and  in  consequence  of  which  we  are  continually  drained  of  our 
best  and  most  experienced  teachers.  I  cannot  find  it  in  my  heart  to  com- 
plain of  directors,  for  they  have  done  much  towards  securing  uniformity  of 
text-books,  have  generally  appointed  teachers  with  reference  to  qualifica- 
tions and  professional  success  ;  they  have  been  solicitous  in  regard  to  th« 
schools,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  never  can  expect  to  bring  the  schools 
of  our  county  to  the  desired  point,  until  we  make  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing self-sustaining. 


VENANGO  COUNTY.— Charles  H.  Dale. 

School  Houses. — In  consequence  of  the  high  price  of  labor  and  building 
material  in  this  county,  caused  by  the  springing  up  of  towns,  as  did  Jonah's 
gourd,  few  new  school  houses  have  been  erected. 

A  fine  two  story  brick  building,  30  by  38,  is  being  built  in  Waterloo, 
French  Creek  township. 

The  school  building  in  Oil  City,  the  best  furnished  in  the  county,  was  en- 
tirely consumed  in  the  great  conflagration  of  May  26th.  This  will  be  a  sad 
loss  to  that  community,  as  the  schools  were  completely  graded  and  organ- 
ized, well  conducted,  a  great  credit  to  the  town,  and  a  source  of  much  sat- 
isfaction to  an  interested  directory.  The  board  contemplates  speedily  erect- 
ing one  or  more  good  houses. 

Schools. — The  number  of  schools  reported  in  the  accompanying  statisti- 
cal table  will  show  but  a  meagre  increase  when  compared  with  the  popula- 
tion of  the  county.  In  many  instancs  private  schools  supplied  the  place  of 
unprovided  public  schools.  In  Franklin  the  public  schools  were  not  opened, 
the  directors  assigning  as  a  reason,  their  inability  to  procure  rooms  ;  yet 
ten  private  schools  were  in  operation. 

Pit-Hole  City,  containing  from  five  to  six  thousand  inhabitants,  had  no  pub- 
lic schools. 

Other  towns  were  unprovided  by  the  directors  and  some  only  partially 
supplied  with  school  facilities.     The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  establishing  a 
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sufficient  number  of  schools  could  onlj  be  appreciated  by  the  directors  of 
the  various  districts  in  oildom. 

Several  schools,  hitherto  mostly  small,  have  been  closed  for  want  of 
scholars.  These  are  located  along  the  small  streams  where  the  land  has 
been  sold  to  oil  companies,  but  remains  undeveloped. 

The  decrease  in  the  average  length  of  term  is  owing  to  the  expenses  over- 
running the  estimates. 

Teachers. — The  young  recruits,  now  filling  the  places  of  the  older  and 
more  experienced  teachers  withdrawn  from  the  ranks  by  the  war  and  oil 
excitement,  are  improving  themselves  by  reading  works  on  teaching,  adopt- 
ing more  improved  methods,  and  attending  the  State  Normal  school. 

Irregularity  of  Attendance. — A  comfortable  school  house,  well  furnished, 
with  neat  and  convenient  furniture,  suitable  apparatus  and  a  good  teacher, 
will  seldom  fail  to  secure  a  regular  and  punctual  attendance  at  school. 

During  the  winter  I  noticed  in  a  number  of  schools  the  absence  of  the 
more  advanced  pupils,  and  soon  traced  the  cause  to  the  incompetency  of 
the  teacher,  or  at  least  to  a  want  of  confidence  in  her  ability  to  instruct 
them.  This  class  of  pupils  are  often  deprived  of  their  schooling  by  the  above 
cause,  the  result  of  the  cheap  policy.  Dividing  the  teachers  of  the  year 
into  four  grades  :  the  first  grade,  or  best  teachers,  secured  an  average  at- 
tendance of  8 1  per  centum  ;  the  second  grade,  76  per  cent.  ;  the  third  grade, 
67  per  cent.,  and  the  fourth  grade,  less  than  50  per  cent. 

With  these  statistics,  is  it  necessary  to  ask  "  how  can  we  remedy  this 
evil" — irregularity  of  attendance?  Not  only  the  irregular  scholar,  but  the 
whole  school,  is  affected  by  this  crying  nuisance.  Directors  might  adopt 
protective  measures  by  suspending  or  expelling  scholars  absent  a  length  of 
time,  or  a  number  of  times,  without  a  sufficient  excuse 

Every  parent  should  be  required,  by  law,  to  give  his  child  a  reasonable 
education,  but  compulsory  attendance  at  school,  by  legislative  enactment, 
is  of  doubtful  expediency. 

Private  Schools. — But  two  private  or  select  schools  were  sustained  dur-' 
ing  the  term  of  the  public  schools,  and  both  of  these  in  districts  where  the 
teacher  could  not  do  justice  to  all  the  scholars  of  the  district  had  they  at- 
tended the  public  school. 

The  remaining  private  schools  were  opened  while  the  public  schools  were 
closed.  Though  all  varieties  of  teachers  may  be  seen  in  our  public  schools 
perhaps  in  this  county,  the  extremes  are  more  especially  found  in  the  pri- 
vate schools.  We  there  find  the  poorest  teacher,  the  teacher  who  could  not 
pass  an  examination,  bungling  away  to  the  lasting  injury  of  those  whona 
unsuspecting  or  ignorant  parents  have  placed  under  his  charge. 

For  example,  I  dropped  into  the  school  of  one  who  having  misspelled  75 
per  cent,  of  the  words  given  at  the  examination,  located  Yicksburg  in  South 
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Caroliaa,  and  made  many  other  gross  errors  in  all  the  branches,  had  been 
refused  a  certificate.  The  teacher  remarked  to  me  in  a  boisterous  manner, 
"  I  don't  pretend  to  keep  order."  The  absence  of  order  was  more  evident 
than  the  absence  of  pretentions.  "  They  are  noisy  dogs,  but  all  learning  ;" 
and  sure  enough,  they  were  all  learning  much  more  than  the  book  contained ; 
that  Arabia  was  S.  E.  of  Asia  and  India  S.  W. ;  that  them  continents  were 
&c.  ;  that  P-e-n-t-a-t-e-u-c-h  spelled  Pentatouch,  and  many  other  things  as 
truthful  and  valuable. 

Again,  we  find  the  best  of  teachers  in  the  private  schools,  a  class,  whom 
the  remuneration  offered  by  a  tax  saving,  or  a  tax  ivasting  board,  would  not 
justify  to  take  charge  of  a  public  school.  These  teachers  are  a  great  aid  in 
the  cause  of  human  development. 

A  good  private  school  in  the  neighborhood,  frequently  influences  direc- 
tors to  employ  a  less  competent  teacher,  and  thus  inflict  injustice  upon  those 
who  are  unable  to  patronize  the  select  school. 

Any  influence  or  superiority  possessed  by  the  private,  over  the  public 
school,  arises  not  from  the  system  but  from  the  individual  school.  I  can  see 
nothing  that  is  accomplished  by  private,  that  may  not  be  accomplished  by 
public  schools.  The  same  uniformity  in  teaching  cannot  exist  in  the  private 
schools  that  does  in  our  public  schools,  and  here  a  conflict  often  prevails. 
I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  all  our  "  educational  agencies  will 
be  combined  under  one  grand  State  school  system.  I  would  not  wish  to  see 
our  colleges,  seminaries  and  academies  brought  under,  or  made  to  depend 
upon  the  school  system  of  the  State"  by  legislative  enactment.  Such  a 
procedure  I  am  convinced  would  be  fraught  with  evil  ;  but  I  would  desire 
to  see  the  number  of  our  high  and  Normal  schools  increased,  and  their  stand- 
ing so  elevated,  that  all  other  educational  agencies  would  be  compelled  to 
chime  in  with  the  State  system,  or  quit  the  field. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  its  enterprises  should  not  be  behind  indi- 
vidual or  corporate  agencies.  She  has  undertaken  to  educate  her  youth  ; 
let  it  be  done  in  the  best  and  most  complete  manner. 

Suggestions. — 1st,  a  uniform  State  tax  for  school  purposes  all  over  the 
State,  an  old  recommendation,  but  a  popular  one  in  western  Pennsylvania. 

2d.  A  more  liberal  policy  on  the  part  of  the  State  in  her  appropriations  to 
the  public  schools,  and  with  this  an  increase  of  the  required  length  of  term 
to  six  months. 

The  State  appropriation  to  Venango  county  for  last  year  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  keep  the  schoools  open  over  nine  days  during  the  year,  and  will  do 
much  less  this  year.  In  several  districts  it  will  not  support  the  schools 
more  th&n  four  or  Jive  days. 

Whatever  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  school  system  or  in  the 
schools  of  the  State,  nothing  can  be  boasted  of  in  regard  to  increased  State 
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appropriation.  Compared  with  the  increased  expense  of  the  schools,  the 
appropriation  has  greatly  diminished.  The  great  Keystone  Commonwealth 
subscribes  for  less  than  nine  days  school.      0  Tempora,  0  Mores  ! 

3d.  That  the  president  and  secretary  be  allowed  a  compensation,  be  sworn, 
and  held  responsible  for  all  losses  to  the  district  caused  by  their  neglect. 
Districts  frequently  sustain  losses  by  neglect  of  officers,  and  this  enactment 
would  be  one  of  economy  as  well  as  of  justice. 

In  the  Franklin  district  last  year,  the  appropriation  was  lost  by  the  neg- 
lect of  the  president  of  the  board,  after  the  report  and  affidavit  had  been 
placed  in  his  hands  by  the  secretary,  and  he  had  been  urged  by  myself  lo 
hand  in  the  report. 

Another  district  has  forfeited  its  share  by  the  connivance  of  the  directors 
to  place  in  the  schools,  without  a  certificate,  three  teachers — one  a  daughter 
of  one  director,  one  a  pet  of  a  second,  and  one  a  relative  of  a  third.  One 
district  built  a  new  school  house,  which,  as  soon  as  completed,  was  taken 
possession  of  by  an  oil  company  for  an  office,  the  company  claiming  a  title 
to  the  lot.  Other  houses  are  in  dispute,  the  directors  not  holding  a  valid 
title. 

4th  That  every  district  be  famished  by  the  State  with  a  "District  Re- 
cord," similar  to  the  one  published  by  Wm.  B.  Wiley,  of  Lancaster,  con- 
taining all  the  necessary  blanks,  including  one  for  the  action  of  the  board  on 
a  uniform  series  of  text-books  ;  one  of  these  blanks  to  be  filled  by  the  sec- 
retary, and  posted  in  every  school  house  once  a  year,  and  one  furnished  to 
each  book-seller  in  the  district. 

Progress. — With  this,  my  sixth  annual  report,  is  closed  the  fourth  term  of 
the  county  superintendency.  During  the  last  three  years  our  schools  have 
been  sorely  tried.  The  war  made  its  mark  ;  but  a  far  more  potent  influence 
was  exerted  by  the  changes  and  excitement  incident  to  the  oil  developments. 
Under  all  this,  no  retrogression,  but  some  improvement  is  visible. 

The  custom  referred  to  in  my  report  of  1863,  as  existing  in  several  dis- 
tricts, of  not  levying  a  building  tax,  but  permitting  each  community  to  erect 
the  school  house  in  its  immediate  neighborhood,  by  subscription,  I  am  happy 
to  state  is  about  abandoned. 

The  heavy  debt  hanging  over  a  few  districts  has  been  liquidated.  Teach- 
ers generally  receive  their  pay  promptly.  The  term  of  school  is  gradually 
lengthening.     Two  months  terms  are  less  rarely  held. 

More  commodious  school  houses  are  being  built.  But  eight  of  the  old 
log  veterans  remain,  and  most  of  these  will  soon  be  no  more. 

That  time-honored  practice  of  teachers  "  boarding  around,"  has  been  abol- 
ished in  several  districts,  and  will  soon  be  in  others. 

More  liberality  has  been  shown  on  the  part  of  directors  in  purchasing 
apparatus.     Most  of  our  schools  are  now  supplied   with  out-line    maps, 
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many  with  charts,  and  daring  the  year  a  number  were  furnished  with  Perce's 
magnetic  globes,  and  a  few  with  astronomical  charts. 

Better  methods  of  teaching  prevail ;  more  object  and  oral  teaching  is 
practiced.     The  instruction  is  made  more  practical. 

Mental  arithmetic,  so  generally  introduced  by  my  predecessor,  is  now 
taught  in  every  school,  and  in  many  schools  to  every  scholar.  Geography 
is  much  more  extensively  taught,  and  even  grammar  is  considered  to  be  a 
necessary  study  for  more  than  those  who  intend  being  teachers. 

The  subjoined  table  is  a  statement  of  the  school  system  in  Venango  coun- 
ty since  the  establishment  of  the  county  superintendency.  Each  term  is 
the  average  for  three  years  : 


list  term — '2d  term — 3d  term — 
I    1854-7.  I  1857-60      1860-3. 


Schools — Whole  number I  160 

Average  number  months  taught |  4,17 

Teachers — Number  of  males ^  103 

Number  of  females I  95 

Average  salaries  of  males !  $19  49 

Average  salaries  of  females j  $10  14 

Scholars — Whole  number   6,585 

Average  number  attending  school..  J  4,792 

Cost  per  month  per  scholar |  $0.50 

Tax — Amount  U^vied  for  school  purposes $11,372 

Amount  levied  for  building  purposes I  $3,015 

JSJuniber  of  mills  for  school  purposes. . . , 
Number  of  mills  for  building  purposes,. , 

Amount  of  State  appropriation [  $1,  692 


Cost  of  instruction. 
Fuel  and  contingwncies 
Building,  printing,  &c. 


176 

4,46 

101 

132 

$21  19 

$13  57 

6, 963 

5,098 

$0.18 

$13,455 

$5, 052 

8.43 

5,47 

$1,722 

12,027 

1,174 

4,766 


184 

4.58 

85 

200 

$24  75 

$18  61 

7,645 

6,379 

$0.54 

$14,681 

$3,841 

8. 

6. 

$2,342 

13,237 

1,651 

3,293 


198 

5.03 

50 

210 

$39  54 

$25  70 

8,191 

5, 367 

$0.70 

$27,261 

$10,141 

8,96 

6,98 

$23,699* 
6,299 
6,H70 
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My  official  duties  commencing,  as  they  did,  late  in  the  year,  and  the 
limited  knowledge  which  I  had  of  the  schools  during  the  first  four  months, 
will  render  the  following  report  rather  meager.  Yet  with  the  knowledge 
obtained  from  my  predecessor,  and  the  information  gathered  from  other 
sources,  i  hope  to  be  able  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Department. 

School  Souses. — Few  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year.  I  have 
been  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact  number.  Owing  to  the  extremely  heavy 
bounty  tax  levied,  in  some  districts,  the  directors  thought  it  better  to  defer 
building  for  a  short  time.  Several  districts  are  making  preparation  to  build, 
some  one,  and  some  two  houses,  during  the  coming  year. 

Furniture. — Very  little,  if  any,  has  been  added  since  the  last  report. 
There  is  a  great  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  furniture  in  most  of  the  schools 
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oF  the  county.     I  have  found  many  houses  destitute  of  teacher's  desk  or  table, 
and  in  some  instances  unsupplied  with  black-board,  water  pail  or  broom 

Apparatus. — A  few  of  the  schools  are  well  supplied  with  apparatus,  yet 
in  the  majority  of  them  the  supply  is  little  more  than  nominal.  The  Lotts- 
ville,  Wrightsville  and  Pittsfield  schools  are  quite  well  supplied  with  globes, 
maps  and  charts,  while  the  one  in  Warren  contains,  in  addition  to  these,  a 
very  good  philosophical  apparatus.  Cornell's  out-line  maps  were  found 
in  26  schools,  and  Mitchell's  map  of  the  United  States  in  18. 

Visitation. — Mr.  Stone  reports  66  visits  made  during  the  summer  twm, 
and  during  the  winter  term  I  made  110,  and  11  in  the  month  of  May,  making 
187  during  the  year.  More  time  was  employed,  and  a  greater  number  of 
miles  traveled,  than  was  really  necessary,  in  making  these  visits,  on  account 
of  not  being  acquainted  with  the  location  of  the  schools.  The  average  time 
spent  in  each  school  was  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  a  portion  of  this  time 
being  employed  in  observing  the  teacher's  method  of  instruction,  and  a  part 
in  hearing  recitations  myself.  In  some  instances  I  was  accompanied  by 
directors. 

Teachers. — Only  three  total  failures  were  made.  Several  others  might 
justly  have  been  regarded  as  failures,  yet  they  were  allowed  to  continue. 
The  number  of  failures  are  not  large,  taking  into  account  the  age  and  in- 
experience of  our  teachers.  A  resolution  was  introduced,  and  passed,  in 
the  County  association,  requesting  directors  to  make  the  grade  of  the  cer- 
tificates the  basis  for  the  gradation  of  salaries.  When  this  is  done  we  may 
look  for  more  efficient  teachers.  What  encouragement  is  there  for  a  teacher 
to  spend  money,  time,  energy  and  thought,  in  the  acquirement  of  skill  and 
ability  in  the  art  of  teaching,  if,  after  all  this  is  acqjired,  they  receive  no 
greater  renumeration  than  those  who  merely  pass  the  examination  ? 

Examinations. — Twelve  public  examinations  were  held  in  the  fall,  and  17 
in  the  spring,  making  29  in  all.  One  applicant  was  rejected  in  the  fall,  and 
about  20  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  examined,  in  the  spring.  The 
scarcity  of  teachers,  in  our  own  county,  frequently  compels  us  to  employ 
those  from  adjoining  counties,  to  whom  I  am  obliged  to  grant  private  ex- 
aminations, or  indorse  their  certificates. 

District  Superintendents. — The  directors  of  Sheffield  appointed  James 
Osgood,  Esq.,  local  superintendent,  who  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the 
prosperity  of  their  schools,  visiting  them  once  a  month.  The  good  effects 
produced  was  very  noticeable.  The  action  of  the  directors  of  Sheffield,  in 
this  respect,  is  truly  commendable.     Will  not  others  follow  their  example  ? 

Moral  Instruction. — This  part  of  education,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  is  most 
shamefully  neglected.  The  Scriptures  are  read,  as  an  opening  exercise,  in 
about  one-third  of  the  schools,  and  a  few  are  opened  by  prayer. 

One  meeting  of  the  County  association  was  held  in  Wrightsville,  May  24' 
14<  School  Rbp. 
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and  25.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  by  teachers,  citizens  and  dirtctors, 
and  claimed  to  be  as  successful  a  one  as  ever  held  in  the  county.  Every 
teacher  was  present  from  Pittsfield  and  Freehold  districts.  The  citizens  of 
the  place  manifested  great  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  meeting,  and 
showed,  both  by  their  presence  and  hospitality,  that  they  regarded  it  as  a 
valuable  aid  for  the  improvement  of  teachers.  Profs.  Stone  and  Merriman, 
of  Warren,  and  Cooper,  of  Edinboro',  enlivened  the  meeting  with  their  pre- 
sence, and  imparted  much  useful  instruction.  Taking  into  consideration  the 
length  of  time  the  association  has  been  organized,  its  increase  in  member- 
ship, and  in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  we  may  reasonably  look  for  great 
good  to  be  accomplished  by  it.  There  is  certainly  much  to  encourage  us. 
Cornplanter  Indians. — We  regret  very  much  that  we  were  not  privileged 
to  visit  this  school  before  it  closed.  It  was  taught  by  Miss  Amanda  Pearce, 
an  Indian  girl,  educated  at  Meadville,  Pa.  The  following  shows  the  ex- 
penses for  the  year  : 

To  Miss  Amanda  Pearce,  for  4  months  and  6  days  teaching,  at  $16  00 

per  month $68  80 

For  books  and  incidentals 4-  60 


73  40 
Leaving  $26  60  to  apply  on  next  term.  "^ ""^ 

Remarks  — Education,  in  this  county,  for  the  past  few  years,  has  not  re- 
ceived the  attention  due  to  it  from  a  wealthy,  enterprising  public.  The  de- 
velopment of  oil  in  the  south-west  part  of  our  county  seems  to  have  ab- 
sorbed the  attention  of  the  public  mind,  to  the  exclusion  of  almost  every- 
thing else.  Every  body  is  intent  on  buying,  selling,  bartering,  running, 
hurrying  or  rushing  after  each  other  and  oil.  A  money  making  fever  seems 
to  be  burning  in  the  whole  body  politic,  and  paralyzing  the  springs  of  pub- 
lic virtue.  Avaricious  demands  rule  the  hour  They  forget  in  their  haste 
to  get  rich,  that  the  youth  of  our  country  are  growing  up,  and  soon  to  ap- 
pear on  the  stage  of  active  life  without  that  preparation  which  they  so  much 
need  to  fit  them  for  life's  responsibilities ;  tbey  forget  that  they  are  called 
upon  to  aid,  not  in  the  development  of  "  oleaginous  streams,"  but  of  those 
inexhaustible  streams  of  knowledge  which  flow  from  the  immortal  mind ; 
they  forget  that  among  them  move  the  boys,  who  will  soon  be  called  upon 
to  take  the  place  of  those  now  occupying  high  positions  in  the  county  and 
State.  How  important,  then,  that  each  one  should  be  suitably  prepared 
for  his  station.  Can  anything  more  be  done  to  increase  the  interest  in  the 
great  cause  of  education  ?  Has  not  our  long  and  doubtful  struggle  with 
rebellion  and  treason  proved  a  sufficient  warning?  The  history  of  dead 
republics,  of  past  ages,  comes  to  us  with  its  sad  and  solemn  warnings,  telling 
us  that  upon  the  education  of  the  people  depends  the  stability  of  our  repub- 
lican institutions.     Citizens  of  Warren  county,  will  you  heed  its  warnings  ? 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY.— A.  J.  Bupfington. 

School  Houses. — There  are  thirteen  new  school  hoases  erected ;  they  are 
neat  frame  buildings ;  they  are  veatilated  by  sliding  windows  bung  with 
«ord  and  palleys,  and  are  furnished  with  the  box  desk  and  seat,  and  ample 
black-board  surface. 

The  towa  and  village  school  houses  are  provided  with  all  necessary  out- 
buildings. The  rnra  1  school  houses  are  provided  with  coal  houses  only.  Com- 
mon decency  requires  that  this  defect  should  be  remedied. 

Furniture. — There  has  been  no  change  in  furniture  since  my  last  report, 
except  where  new  houses  were  erected. 

Apiiaraiii«. — All  the  schoots  are  supj.)lk'd    with   cards,  out-line   wp.v- 
a»d  black-boards ;  sixty-oue  have  globes,  charts  and  mathematical  blocks  . 
sdxteen  have  orrery  and  tellurion ;  and  the  Washington  schools  have  also 
Webster's  unabridged  dictionary,  Johnson's  atlas,  pianas,  and  a  fine  cabinet 
of  i^uriositi-es. 

Schools. — An  increasing  interest  is  observable  in  the  schools  ;  more  ad- 
vanced pupils  are  in  attendance.  In  more  than  half  of  the  schools  visited 
I  found  one  or  more  returned  soldier  boys,  who  were  as  faithful  to  their 
studies  as  they  had  been  to  their  country. 

Graded  Schools. — In  addition  to  the  forty-five  graded  schools  before  re- 
ported, the  schools  in  Cross  Creek  village,  Burgettstown  and  Bellezane, 
have  been  graded.  Two  fine  new  buildings,  for  schools  of  two  grades 
«ach,  are  being  erected  in  Bentleysville  and  Hickory.  Any  pupil  in  the 
district,  if  sufficiently  advanced,  has  privilege  to  enter  the  higher  depart- 
ment. Any  of  the  village  or  rural  schools  having  over  fifty  pupils  should 
he  graded  in  like  manner. 

Some  of  the  primary  departments  in  the  graded  schools,  though  under  the 
charge  of  good  teachers,  aie  doing  but  little  good,  if  not  positive  harm  in 
their  present  crowded  condition.  Young  pupils  put  in  large  classes  acquire 
listless  and  inattentive  habits,  that  are  incompatible  with  progress.  The 
success  of  all  the  higher  departments,  and  of  the  uncrowded  primary  de- 
partments, proves  the  wisdom  of  the  graded  system.  A  teacher  who  can 
successfully  govern  and  instruct  more  than  fifty  pupils,  is  an  exception  lo 
a  general  rule. 

Examinations. — The  examinations  were  well  attended.  When  the  classes 
were  small  I  examined  orally  ;  when  large,  I  combined  the  oral  and  written 
methods.  While  I  examined  one  orally,  the  others  were  engaged  on  their 
manuscripts  on  some  other  branch. 

Teachers. — Of  the  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  te'Bchers  that  taught  the 
schools  in  1861,  but  eighty-one  taught  in  the  county  in  1866  This  drain 
upon  the  teachers,  creates  the  demand  for  the  Normal  school,  to  prepare  more 
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to  take  their  place8.  One-third  of  the  male  teachers  employed  are  returned 
soldiers.  Thirty-six  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  are  males.  At  the  present 
salaries  and  price  of  boarding,  in  ten  more  years  there  v/ill  not  be  ten  male 
teachers  Female  teachers  improve  the  manners  and  tastes  of  pupils  more 
than  males  ;  they  surpass  them  in  teaching  small  pupils,  and  equal  them  with 
those  more  advanced,  but  are  more  apt  to  fail  in  government  in  neighbor- 
hoods where  the  rude  state  of  society  requires  physical  force  to  keep  the 
pupils  in  proper  subjection.  The  deficiency  in  such  eases  can  be  remedied  by 
prompt  and  rigorous  action  of  the  board. 

Visitation. — Since  Grant  and  his  soldiers  "sheathed  their  swords  for  lack 
of  argument,"  the  people  look  to  the  schools  for  intellectual  contests,  and  are 
more  frequently  found  in  the  school  room  at  the  spelling  match,  review,  ex- 
amination, exhibition,  institute  or  educational  meeting.  I  visited  two  or 
more  of  the  schools  in  each  of  the  districts,  except  those  of  Chartiers  and 
Beallsville,  which  had  closed  before  I  reached  them.  I  could  not  visic  all 
the  schools  in  one  year,  because  many  of  them  are  in  session  but  four  months. 
I  have  visited  nearly  all  of  them  three  times  in  five  years  and  many  of 
them  oftener. 

District  Institutes. — The  teachers  of  East  Finley,  Mount  Pleasant  and 
California,  held  district  institutes.  They  were  eminently  successful,  and 
have  been  since  the  establishment  of  district  institutes  by  law.  The  result 
is,  they  have  iu  these  districts  live,  progressive,  working  teachers,  and  corres- 
ponding schools  The  joint  institutes,  conducted  by  teachers  of  several  ad- 
joining districts,  were  well  attended,  and  unusually  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive. 

Libraries. — The  Washington  Union  school  has  a  fine  library.  The  pupils 
of  the  Monongahela  City  Union  school  gave  a  fine  literary  exhibition  at  the 
close  of  the  term,  for  the  benefit  of  the  library.  This  is  a  commendable 
plan,  and  if  adopted  by  teachers  generally,  we  would  soon  procure  a  library 
in  every  district,  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  1864. 

Private  Schools. — In  about  every  third  public  school  house  there  is  a 
three  months  term  taught  by  subscription.  The  number  of  pupils  will  ave- 
rage thirty,  and  the  teacher  receives  a  compensation  of  twenty-five  dollars 
per  quarter.  The  number  of  students  in  the  South- Western  Normal  college, 
for  the  last  two  sessions,  was  two  hundred  and  sixty-one,  nearly  one  hun- 
dred of  whom  taught  in  the  county.  This  institution,  by  its  thorough  work, 
is  giving  an  earnest  of  what  it  will  accomplish  when  recognized  as  a  State 
Normal  school. 

Washington  and  Jefferson  college  is  liberally  endowed,  has  an  able 
faculty,  and  a  large  number  of  students  in  attendance. 

Washington  Female  seminary  and  Pleasant  Hill  Female  seminary  have 
as  many  students  as  their  extensive  buildings  will  accommodate.     These 
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Institutions  are  deservedly  popular.  I  commend  all  the  educational  agencies 
of  the  county  to  the  patronage  and  support  of  the  people.  They  have  given 
■character  and  reputation  to  the  county,  and  its  future  progress  and  develop- 
ment will  be  in  exact  ratio  with  theirs. 


WAYNE  COUNTY.— E.  O.  Ward 

School  Houses. — The  wiwie  number  of  school  housesis  196.  Eighteen  new 
tiauses  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  twenty  others  have  been  ma- 
terially repaired.  In  building  and  repairing  school  houses,  during  the  past  six 
years,  we  hav«  made  marked  progress.  Four  of  these  years  have  been  years 
of  war,  and  of  unusual  pecuniary  embarrassment,  still  over  one  hundred  houses 
have  been  erected,  neatly  and  substantially  built,  painted  on  the  outside, 
and  for  the  most  part  supplied  with  suitable  furniture  ;  and  a  large  number 
of  others  have  been  remodelled  and  materially  improved.  In  many  of  the 
districts,  every  house,  internally  and  externally,  is  neat  and  comfortable. 
Still,  in  this  work,  there  is  yet  much  to  be  accomplished.  Twenty-one  houses 
are  still  unfit  for  use,  and  twenty-five  need  material  repairs,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  ha;ve  no  suitable  oufc-faouses.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  ttie  direc- 
tors will  speedily  remedy  this  serious  evil. 

Location  and  Grounds. — The  location  of  our  school  houses,  in  most  cases, 
is  judiciously  selected.  Many  of  them  are  in 'beautiful  natural  groves,  well 
sheltered  and  shaded  ;  but  with  two  or  three  exceptions  they  are  built  by 
the  road  side,  and  have  no  lot  enclosed,  or  grounds  suitably  improved  or 
ornamented.  In  a  few  instances  some  female  teacher  has  yielded  to  the 
promptings  of  her  nature,  and  aided  by  her  pupils,  has  built  a  rude  fence, 
enclosed  a  small  front  yard,  and  ornamented  tt  with  a  few  shrubs  and 
9owers.  In  such  houses  I  have  generally  found  a  wide  awake  teacher,  and 
a  well  taught  and  managed  school. 

Furniture. — But  little  has  been  done  during  the  year  to  supply  the  houses 
with  suitable  furniture.  In  most  of  the  ue^  houses,  and  in  many  of  the 
others,  the  seats  face  the  teacher,  aad  the  desks  are  so  arranged  that  each 
pupil  has  free  access  to  his  own  desk  without  disturbance  to  others  ;  and 
nearly  all  have  recitation  benches,  black-boards,  a  broom,  pail  and  cup.  A 
few  have  clothes^  rooms,  hat  hooks  and  dinner  closets,  but  scarcely  any 
have  a  clock,  or  globe,  or  thermometer,  a  fpot-scraper  or  door  mat,  or 
furniture  duster,  or  any  other  of  the  many  articles  of  comfort  and  conve- 
nience, which  in  a  dwelling  house  are  considered  as  indispensable.  In  one 
hundred  and  nine  the  furniture  may  be  called  suitable,  so  far  as  it  goes  ;  in 
eighty-seven  it  is  wholly  insufficient.  In  the  Honesdale  graded  school,  it 
is,  all  that  could  be  well  desired. 
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Apparatus. — In  supplying  the  houses  with  apparatus,  we  have  made 
some  little  progress.  About  fifty  have  been  supplied  with  out-liue  maps, 
and  a  few  more  with  globes  and  orthographical  cards  and  charts.  But  in 
this  important  work  much  yet  remains  to  be  accomplished.  The  number 
well  supplied  with  apparatus  is  only  one ;  with  a  few  articles,  fifty-nine  ;. 
wholly  without,  one  hundred  and  forty.  Thus,  about  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  have  nothing,  except  black-boards,  to  aid  the  teacher  in  awakening- 
interest,  illustrating  science,  and  impressing  truth  on  the  minds  of  those 
committed  to  their  care. 

Schools. — The  whole  number  of  schools  is  203.  Properly  graded  I ;  par- 
tially 3.  None  have  been  graded  during  the  year.  The  others,,  though  not 
graded,  are  well  classified.  All  have  been  conducted  with  about  their  usual 
ability  and  success.  In  reviewing  the  past  six  years,  we  feel  that  they  have 
made  some  advancement.  Then  the  whole  number  was  165,  now  is  203  • 
increase,  38.  And  not  only  in  numbers,  but  in  many  other  respects,  the 
schools  have  made  progress.  Difficulties  have  beset  our  path  ;  the  publie 
mind  has  been  seriously  diverted  ;  many  of  our  best  teachers  have  beea 
called  away,  young  and  inexperienced  teachers  havesu|5plied  their  places  j 
the  energy  of  directors  has  almost  necessarily  been,  in  a  degree,  paralyzed 
by  scenes  of  civil  strife,  and  parents  and  children  Lave  been  unusually  oc- 
cupied in  supplying  the  drains  and  necessities  of  war.  Still,. on  the  whole,, 
the  schools  have  gradually  improved  in  character,  they  are  better  classified, 
kept  in  a  neater  condition,  are  more  thoroughly  governed,  more  perfectly 
instructed,  and  are  exerting  a  more  healthful,  moral  and  intellectual  infla- 
ence  than  before  the  commencement  of  our  national  calamities.  In  one 
hundred  and  seventy -two  the  Bible  is  used  as  the  basis  of  moral  instruction. 

Examinations. — The  whole  number  of  district  examinations  held,  is  27  j 
special  45.  The  whole  number  of  candidates  examined  is  264.  Two  hundred 
and  forty-four  received  provisional  certificates,  and  twenty  were  rejected. 
Of  those  holding  provisional,  thirty  (seven  males  and  twenty-three  female8)< 
afterward  received  professional  certificates.  The  examinations  were  held 
earlier  than  usual,  and  were  advertised  in  both  of  the  county  papers,  but 
from  some  cause,  many  of  the  teachers  failed  to  attend,  and  not  a  sufilcieufc 
number  received  certificates  at  the  district  examinations  to  supply  the  schools 
with  qualified  teachers. 

Teachers. — The  whole  number  of  teachers  employed  is  26.5.  Of  thes^i^ 
28  are  males,  and  237  females.  Forty  hold  professional  certificates.  Some 
of  these  teachers  are  but  poorly  qualified,  and  some  have  had  poor  schools. 
In  all  professions,  in  spite  of  thorough  examinations  and  the  utmost  care,, 
there  are  some  unworthy  members.  So  it  is  with  teachers.  A  few  are  a- 
disgrace  to  the  profession.  They  have  no  relish  for  its  duties,  and  no  sense 
of  their  responsibilities.     Consequently  they  fail  of  success.     Bat  a  larg© 
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proportion  of  our  teachers  are  earnestly  and  conscientiously  desirous  of 
doing  their  duty,  and  have  done  themselves  credit,  and  their  schools  a  good 
degree  of  justice.  Many  of  them  have  taken  special  pains  to  qualify  them- 
selves, and  have  devoted  their  vacations  to  study,  either  at  home,  or  at  some 
private  school  or  academy. 

Visifo.Hons  — The  whole  number  of  visits  made  is  282,  each  visit  averaging 
not  far  from  two  hours.  In  these  visits  I  have  been  directed,  in  a  measure,  by 
the  circumstances  and  condition  of  the  school.  Where  the  school  was  all 
that  could  be  reasonably  desired,  I  have  remained  a  silent  spectator,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  visit,  have  congratulated  both  teacher  and  scholars,  and 
wished  them  God  speed  in  their  prosperous  course  ;  where  the  school  was 
good  on  the  whole,  but  faultly  in  some  respects,  I  have  commended  what 
was  right,  criticised  what  was  wrong,  and  at  the  close  of  the  visit,  have 
endeavored  to  encourage  all  present  in  their  difficult  way  ;  where  the  school 
was  seriously  mismanaged,  all  in  confusion  and  disorder,  I  have  sometimes 
become  an  assistant  to  the  teacher,  and  co-operated  to  bring  the  school  into 
proper  shape  and  condition,  and  at  the  close  I  have  made  my  address  ac- 
cordingly. These  visits,  to  me,  have  been  interviews  of  the  deepest  in- 
terest. They  will  ever  be  among  the  most  pleasant  remembrances  of  the 
past  six  years  I  have  every  where  been  cordially  received,  and  feel  un- 
der great  obligation  to  the  teachers  and  scholars  for  their  kindness  and  cor- 
diality. 

District  Institutes. — District  institutes  have  always  been  unpopular,  both 
among  teachers  and  directors.  Our  schools  are  so  scattered,  our  roads  are 
so  intolerable,  our  schools  are  taught  to  such  an  extent  by  females,  that  it 
was  found  difficult,  almost  impossible,  to  sustain  them  with  interest  or  benefit. 
Since  they  have  been  left  to  the  option  of  the  directors,  they  have  been 
abandoned. 

Miscellaneous. — In  reviewing  the  past  six  years,  I  would  hope  that  some 
good  has  been  accomplished.  They  have  been  years  of  serious  embarrass- 
ment. And  with  such  an  inadequate  salary,  it  was  impossible  for  me,  with- 
out absolute  pecuniary  loss,  to  do  myself  or  the  county  justice.  But  I  trust 
we  have  made  some  progress  To  the  people  of  the  county  I  am  under 
great  obligations,  for  their  continued  hospitality. 

The  school  law,  in  most  of  its  provisions,  is  worthy  of  all  confidence. — 
Let  us  see  to  it  that  its  requirements  are  faithfully  obeyed — let  the  super- 
intendents and  directors,  and  teachers  and  parents,  be  faithful  in  the  duties 
pertaining  to  their  sphere,  and  soon  the  excellence  of  our  school  polity  will 
be  seen  and  acknowledged.  The  huge  Globe  is  watered,  not  by  some  great 
concussion  of  nature,  but  by  single  drops  of  rain,  each  doing  its  own  part ; 
the  population  of  the  earth  is  fed,  not  by  the  sudden  out-pouring  of  some 
vast  store  house,  but  by  single  stocks  of  corn,  each  furnishing  a  limited 
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number  of  grains ;  and  our  Government  is  saved,  our  Liberty  secured,  our 
Union  perpetuated,  not  hj  one  mighty  achievement,  bat  by  the  persistence 
aad  fidelity  of  each  soldier  in  his  own  pereoual  sphere — so  it  must  be  in  our 
system  of  education.  It  must  triumph,  and  silence  its  opposers,  by  that 
fidelity  of  each  man  in  his  appropriate  sphere.  Let  the  superintendents 
then  be  faithful  in  details,  faithful  in  visiting  schools,  and  faithful  in  refusing 
ijertificates  to  incompetent  teachers  ;  let  the  directors  be  faithful  in  employ- 
ing and  retaining  such,  and  such  only,  as  are  found  worthy  ;  let  the  teachers 
be  faithful  in  and  out  of  the  school  room  ;  let  the  parents  be  faithful  in  their 
co-operation  with  teachers  and  directors,  and  soon  the  school  system  will 
fulfil  its  mission^  and  be  a  blessing  to  our  Commonwealth  and  the  world. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY.— S.  S.  Jack. 

nouses. — Comparatively  few  houses  were  built  within  the  year,  but  they 
were  generally  of  a  superior  class.  Public  seatimeuthas  materially  changed 
in  this  respect,  and  is  now  favorable  to  large,  substantial  aad  well  located 
houses.  The  small  number  built  is  owing  to  the  large  bounty  taxes  assessed 
and  the  high  prices  of  lumber  and  labor.  But  these  are  only  temporary 
hindrances,  which  the  number  and  character  of  the  houses  built  the  coming 
year  will  show.  West  Newton  and  Mount  Pleasant  boroughs,  the  houses 
of  which  have  been  to  their  dishonor  forj^  number  of  years,  have  at  last 
taken  the  initiatory  steps  to  have  the  disgrace  removed,  and  buildings 
erected  that  will  reflect  the  intelligence,  public  spirit  and  wealth  of  the  re- 
spective places.  A  generous  rivalry  has  in  some  districts  been  escited,  and 
private  contributions  paid  into  the  general  fuad,  that  the  houses  may  be 
of  proper  style  and  finish. 

A  corresponding  advance  has  not  everywhere  been  made  in  the  character 
of  the  furniture .  Benches  and  desks  are  frequently  rudely  made  and  un- 
painted,  inviting  the  jack-knives  and  pencils  of  thoughtless  boys,  and  ren- 
dering wearisome  many  hours  that  would  under  more  favorable  circum- 
stances be  devoted  to  study. 

In  the  improvement  of  grounds,  public  sentiment  has  need  to  b©  edu- 
cated. Perhaps  the  neglect  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  entire  want  of  taste  in 
this  particular,  so  much  as  to  carelessness.  Parents  in  any  intelligent  com- 
munity will  admit  its  importance,  but  no  one  appears  willing  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  being  a  prime  mover  in  the  matter.  If  our  teachers  would 
exercise  themselves  in  this  direction,  they  could  have  the  co-operation  of 
their  pupils,  eventually  the  parents,  and  our  school  grounds  would  soon 
present  an  appearance  that  would  be  to  our  honor  rather  than  our  discredit. 
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Teaakers. — There  were  some  instances  of  partial  failure,  but  these  were 
more  from  inability  to  govern,  than  to  teach.  Our  county  and  district  in- 
stitutes have  been  the  means  of  introducing  a  similarity  of  methods,  as  far 
as  applicable,  by  different  teachers  to  different  schools.  Failures  in  govern- 
ment would  be  less  frequent,  if  teachers  wouldactas  their  judgments  dictate, 
rather  than  from  fear,  or  for  favor  of  public  sentiment,  and  parents  would 
endeavor  to  co-operate,  rather  than  hastily  criticise  and  censure.  The  influ- 
ence of  many,  who  otherwise  would  have  been  successful  teachers,  has 
been  destroyed  by  harsh  criticisms  in  presence  of  pupils,  caused  by  ground- 
less reports. 

A  few  years  ago  an  idea  was  prevalent  that  it  was  not  proper  to  impose 
many  restraints  upon  pupils,  and  many  teachers  considered  their  duties 
performed  when  they  taught  them  a  knowledge  of  the  subjects  treated  of 
in  their  respective  text- books.  I  am  glad  to  note  an  improvement  here. — 
Habits  of  self-denial  and  correct  deportment  are  as  necessary  to  the  perfect 
man  or  woman,  as  a  knowledge  of  any  of  the  sciences.  The  teacher  cer- 
tainly fails  in  his  duty  if  he  does  not  exercise  the  same  firmness  and  care 
over  his  papils,  while  under  his  charge,  as  would  a  judicious  parent. 

Schools. — The  organization  and  classification  of  our  schools  has  materi- 
ally improved,  and  the  consequent  results  are  becoming  apparent.  Particu- 
lar attention  should  be  given  to  these,  that  all  may  be  properly  employed, 
the  different  branches  of  study  be  taken  up  in  the  proper  order,  and  the  la- 
bors of  the  teacher  be  properly  distributed.  The  general  introduction  of 
out-line  maps,  charts  and  slates,  has  imparted  a  degree  of  interest  to  the 
exercises  of  beginners  that  can  hardly  be  estimated,  and  when  our  teachers 
become  educated  to  their  use,  the  good  results  will  be  more  plainly  seen 

Irregulariiy  of  Attendance  is  a  great  drawback,  and  one  in  which  an  im- 
provement is  hardly  perceptible.  As  superior  advantages  are  afforded  us, 
do  we  in  a  like  degree  become  careless  in  another  particular  ?  Do  we  make 
sacrifices  to  have  better  houses,  teachers  and  books,  and  neglect  to  require 
children  to  avail  themselves  of  these  superior  advantages  ?  There  must  be 
some  cause  at  home,  or  these  boasted  improvements  are  not  real.  The  re- 
sults in  individual  schools  show  that  as  we  have  improvements  in  houses, 
grounds,  teachers,  books  and  parental  co-operation,  we  have  a  correspond- 
ing improvement  in  progress  and  attendance,  and  that  any  of  these  influ- 
ences can  better  be  spared  than  intelligent  parental  co-operation. 

Many  consider  compulsory  attendance  the  necessary  remedy.  This  should 
not  be  attempted  till  all  other  means  fail.  In  addition  to  the  efforts  that 
are  being  made  for  improvement,  let  teachers  take  pains  to  become  acquaint- 
ed with  the  parents,  and  present  the  interests  of  the  schools  on  all  proper 
occasions ;  let  weekly  reports  of  progress,  attendance  and  deportment  be 
made  ;  let  the  basis  of  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation  be  the  per- 


21S  WYOMma  COUNTY. 

centage  of  attendance ;  let  the  people  see  and  know  the  actual  loss  from 
this  evil,  and  it  will  in  a  great  measure  be  remedied. 

The  interests  of  public  and  private  schools  do  not  materially  conflict  here, 
as  that  class  of  persons  who  think  the  common  schools  not  good  enough  for 
their  children  is  very  small.  Private  schools,  generally,  are  only  kept  open 
during  the  time  the  public  schools  are  not  in  operation.  The  different  acade- 
mies further,  rather  than  retard,  the  interests  of  the  common  schools. 

District  Institutes  were  established  in  thirteen  districts,  and  were  gener- 
ally  successful  Institutes  are  in  favor  with  the  working  teachers,  and  the 
repeal  of  the  law  establishing  them  is  by  them  much  regretted.  Many 
directors  and  others  have  mistaken  views  of  the  methods  in  which  these 
should  be  conducted  If  there  is  a  failure,  they  consider  it  the  fault  of  the 
measure,  rather  than  of  those  conducting  it.  The  propriety  of  employing 
as  teachers  those  who  cannot,  or  will  not  conduct  themselves  with  propriety 
and  decorum,  and  engage  in  the  exercises  of  an  institute  with  profit  to  them- 
selves and  others,  is  very  doubtful. 

An  interesting  and  profitable  meeting  of  the  County  institute  was  held  at 
Greensburg,  during  holiday  week. 

Uniformity  oj  Text-Books  has  been  established  by  resolutions  of  the 
directors,  but  these  resolutions  are  not  always  enforced.  Frequently  if  a 
new  book  is  introduced,  the  old  one  is  to  be  gradually  displaced.  This  is  a 
great  hindrance  to  classification.  Directors  are  sometimes  imposed  upon 
by  irresponsible  agents,  who  recommend  the  books  they  wish  to  introduce 
as  superior  to  all  others  in  cheapness,  quality  and  fitness,  and  frequently 
take  from  the  schools  books  that  are  superior  to  the  new  ones  supplied. 
The  introduction  of  books  upon  the  mere  recommendation  of  an  agent,  and 
without  examination,  should  be  discouraged.  If  a  change  is  thought  ne- 
cessary to  be  made,  let  it  be  done  with  the  certain  knowledge  that  it  is  for 
the  better,  and  then  enforced. 

Many  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  counsel  and  advice,  and  the  friends 
of  education  generally  throughout  the  county,  for  their  co-operation  in  mea- 
sures adopted  for  the  improvement  of  schools,  and  for  their  hospitable  and 
friendly  treatment  while  among  them.  I  bespeak  the  same  for  my  suc- 
cessor. 
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During  the  past  year  one  new  school  house  has  been  erected  in  Mehoopany 
township  ;  it  is  better  than  the  old  structure  it  has  re-placed  ;  it  is  not  well 
seated  ;  has  no  play  ground,  and  the  scenery  unattractive.  Yery  many  di- 
lapidated and  miserable  school  houses  are  in  use.    The  citizens  generally  see 
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the  need  of  comfortable  and  respectable  houses.  Some  are  opposed  to  the 
levvin.  of  a  tax  for  that  purpose,  but  prefer  that  each  sub-distnct  erect  its 
ow;  building  by  sabscrlptioB.  as  has  usually  been  done.  A  ch.age,  how- 
ever is  now  apparent ;   a  laudable  spirit  is  moving  the  people. 

Furmture.ll  my  last  report  I  omitted  to  mention  that  out-hne  maps 
had  beea  introduced  into  the  schools  of  Forkston.  With  six  exceptions  we 
have  black-boards  in  all  our  schools.  In  a  very  few  schools  charts  and 
primary  cards  are  in  us..  About  one-half  of  our  school  rooms  have  sears 
without  backs,  except  the  edge  of  a  board  that  forms  the  writing  desk. 

^^.mma/zon.-Fifteen  public  examinations  have  been  held  during  the 
year  in  which  were  combined  the  oral  and  written  methods.  Though  many 
applv  for  private  examinations,  but  few  are  granted,  and  these  in  extrei^ 
case'.  There  seems  to  be  a  prevailing  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  ineffi- 
cient and  second  rate  teachers,  to  be  absent  from  the  examination--&u< 
always  for  a  good  reason-^s  "i  don't  take  the  papers  and  did  not  know 
wiien  it  would  occur ;"  or  "  1  was  from  home  or  sick  at  the  time  ;  or  i 
did  not  intend  to  teach  bur  the  directors  are  determined  to  have  me  take  a 
school  "  I  now  dispose  of  this  class  of  applicants  by  a  rigorous  wntteri 
examination,  and,  if  found  capable,  a  certificate  is  granted,  to  continue  till 
the  school  is  visited,  when  another  examination  is  to  be  held  in  the  presence 
of  some  of  the  patrons  and  directors. 

Of  the  five  non-accepting  districts  in  this  county,  three  have  elected  direc- 
tors, who  seem  determined  to  do  their  duty.  In  Tunkhannock  township  a 
tex  of  ten  mills  on  the  dollar  has  been  levied  to  erect  two  new  school  houses. 
In  Lemon  the  teachers  all  hold  certificates  and  are  now  working  under  the 
law  The  directors  in  Falls  have  organized,  and  school  affairs  are  promis- 
ing in  that  locality.  An  independent  district  has  been  established  at  ^ich- 
olsou  Depot,  where  a  good  building  has  been  rented  for  the  purposes  of  a 

graded  school.  . 

Vi^Uations  -I  make  it  my  business  to  visit  each  school  twice  durmg  the 

year,  aud  all  are  visited  if  in  session. 

R-marks  -We  have  several  faithful  and  pains-taking  teachers  who  are 
workiD-  with  commendable  zeal.  But  few  have  read  works  oa  theory  and 
practice  of  teaching,  and  but  one  who  has  attended  a  Normal  school.  Our 
nearest  Normal  school  is  from  two  to  three  days  journey  from  us,  by  pub.ic 
conveyance  ;  they  are  too  distant  and  expensive  for  the  great  majority  of 
those  designing  to  teach,  to  attend.  We  are,  in  consequence,  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  those  highly  estimable  institutions,  which  have  done  so  much 
to  fit  teachers  for  their  arduous  and  responsible  duties.  We  would,  there- 
fore  suggest  that  a  Normal  institute  be  created  in  each  county,  to  continue 
at  least  twelve  weeks,  and  that  the  directors  of  each  district  appoint  at 
least  one  to  attend,  who  may  receive  the  pecuniary  aid  offered  by  the  State 
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to  those  attending  the  Normal  schools.     By  this  means  T  think  wo  would  .o.u 
have  a  more  efficient  corps  of  instructors.     If  we  cannot  be  thus  f.vor.d 
let  a  mileage  fee  be  allowed  those  desiring  to  attend  the  Normal  schools     ' 


soon 
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School  Rouses.^The  following  school  houses  were  bm'lt  during  the  year  • 
In  Fairview  district,  a  large,  two  story  brick  building,  upon  a  very  large  lot 
of  ground;  cost,  about   $2,000.     In  Fawn,  a  large  frame  building;  cost, 
§600.     In  Goldsboro',  a  fine  frame  building,  upon  a  square  of  ground  ;   cost 
81.OD0.      In  Newberry  district,  a  frame  building  ;  cost,  $660.     In  Peach 
Bottom,  a  fine  stone  building,  upon  the  site  of  one  destroyed  by  fire  ;  cost. 
8b65      Of  theiwelve  reported  unfit  for  human  habitations,  in  my  last  report 
nine  have  been  repaired,  and  for  the  remaining  three,  new  buildings  will  be 
substituted  by  the  coming  session.     We  thank  the  directors  for  the  practical 
good  sense  and  extreme  care  they  have  manifested,  in  not  only  ereotiug 
suitable  and  substantial  buildings,  but  also  in  securing  large  sized  plav 
grounds.     The  gross  errors  into  which  former  directors  had  fallen,  have  all 
been  avoided. 

Out-Eouses—AU  of  the  new  buildings  have  suitable  out-houses  erected 
upon  the  play  grounds.  Many  belonging  to  the  other  school  houses  have 
been  torn  down  by  candidates  for  the  county  jail,  who  prowl  over  the 
country  after  night,  destroying  public  property.  We  traced  the  destruc^- 
tive  path  of  two  unknown  vandals  through  three  districts.  Their  path  was 
marked  by  overthrown  out-buildings,  shutters  torn  from  their  hinges  and 
doors  perforated  with  pistol-balls.  The  directors  of  Chanceford  townsMp 
entered  prosecution  against  two  men  for  wilfully  destroying  school  properly, 
and  upon  conviction,  they  were  sentenced  to  eighteen  months  imprisonment 
in  the  Eastern  penitentiary.  I  have  published  this  just  judgment,  by  my 
public  addresses  throughout  the  county,  hoping  that  it  may  intimidate  the 
lawless. 

Graded  Schooh.-ln  addition  to  the  graded  schools  of   Hanover  and 
Wnghtsville,  we  are  happy  to  add  those  of  Goldsboro'  and  New  Market 

Apparatus.-}^o  additions  in  apparatus,  excepting  black-boards  for  eleven 
schools,  have  been  made  since  my  last  report. 

Teachers.— Of  the  three  hundred  and  fifty  teachers  employed,  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  were  females  ;  seventy,  or  twenty  per  cent.,  of  the  entire 
number  were  devoid  of  experience  ;  thirty-five,  or  ten  per  cent.,  had  not 
read  any  work  upon  the  subject  of  teaching  ;  forty-four,  or  about  twelve 
and  one-half  per  cent.,  had  taught  less  than  one  year  ;  ninety,  or  about 
twenty.five  per  cent.,  had  attended  a  Normal  school,  and  five  failed  entirely. 
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Ftraale  Teachers. — Farther  observation  convinces  me  that  females,  if  aa 
well  qualified,  can  teach  as  well  as  males,  if  we  except  intruction  of  a  mathe- 
matical character;  but  I  deprecate  the  employment  of  "boarding-school 
mi»ses,"  who  have  not  passed  half-way  into  their  "teens,"  and  do  not  know 
now  to  govern  themselves.     Such  material  must  always  fail. 

Qunliiications  of  Teachers. — The  teachers  employed  last  year,  as  a  body, 
were  better  qualified  than  any  previous  year  of  my  superintendency.  This 
arose  from  directors,  in  many  instances,  refusing  to  employ  teachers  holding 
low  certificates,  and  from  my  rejecting  as  many  of  those  in  whom  I  saw  no 
marked  improvement,  as  circumstances  would  permit.  Scarcity  of  material 
sometimes  compelled  me  to  grant  certificates  that  I  otherwise  would  not 
have  granted.  I  have  heard  very  few  complaints  of  incompetency.  On  the 
contrary,  directors  have  informed  me,  "our  schools  have  never  done  better." 
"We  heard  less  complaint  last  winter  than  ever  before,"  &c.,  convincing  me 
that  the  co-operation  of  directors  and  superintendents  only  is  wanting  to 
make  our  schools  popular  and  successful. 

Visitations. — I  succeeded  in  visiting  every  district  in  the  county,  spend- 
ing an  average  of  one  and  three-fourth  hours  in  each  school.  To  accom- 
plish this,  I  was  obliged  to  travel  from  four,  A.  M.,  of  Monday,  to  twelve, 
M.,  of  Saturday,  of  many  weeks  during  the  winter.  I  devoted  my  time  to 
listening  to  recitations,  instructing  the  teacher  privately  wherein  he  needed 
it,  and  in  addressing  the  school  during  the  last  fifteen  minutes  of  my  visit. 

Moral  Instruction. — In  two  hundred  and  fourteen  schools  the  Bible  is 
read  daily ;  twenty-three  are  opened  by  prayer,  and  in  nearly  all,  moral 
deductions  are  drawn  from  reading-lessons,  &c. 

District  Institutes. — In  but  eight  districts  would  the  directors  grant  the 
necessary  time.  The  marked  advance  upon  the  schools  of  those  districts,  in 
which  institutes  were  held,  was  easily  discerned.  I  labored  hard  to  have 
them  continued  in  all  the  districts,  but  failed. 

County  Institute. — The  convention  held  at  York,  during  the  month  of 
December,  was  the  most  interesting  and  useful  one  ever  held  in  the  county. 
Two  hundred  and  forty  teachers  enjoyed  the  instruction  of  able  men  for  four 
days.  We  were  enabled  to  secure  the  services  of  these  men  by  means  of 
a  fund  of  two  hundred  dollars,  paid  us  out  of  the  county  treasury,  per  act 
of  Legislature. 

Official  Duties. — During  the  year  I  held  forty-nine  public  examinations, 
and  seven  private  ones,  examined  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  males  and 
one  hundred  and  seventy-one  females,  visited  four  hundred  and  twelve 
schools,  attended  fourteen  institutes,  delivered  four  hundred  and  sixty 
addresses,  wrote  two  hundred  and  forty  official  letters,  was  engaged  two 
hundred  and  forty  days,  and  traveled  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
miles. 
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Sohool  Houses. — One  house  was  erected  during  the.  year — situated  in 
Brush  Creek,  twenty-tvro  by  thirty.  It  is  a  good,  substantial  frame  building, 
well  furnished — having  about  two  hundred  feet  of  bhick  board  surface. 
The  sitution  is  good,  but  it  lacks  the  necessary  enclosures  and  out-buildings. 
There  are  sixty-two  houses  in  the  county  ;  eighteen  of  these  are  entirely 
unfit  for  school  purposes.  Some  of  them  are  so  open  and  crazy,  that  uo  wise 
and  judicious  farmer  would  consider  them  safe  or  comfortable  enough  to 
shelter  hi^^  stock  in.  Others  are  low  in  the  ceiling,  and  so  destitute  of  light 
as  to  render  them  loathsome  and  uninviting  to  both  teacher  aud  pupils. 
How  repugnant  must  be  the  thought  to  the  lover  of  the  beautiful,  that  such 
are  the  influences  which  are  to  mould  and  develop  the  character  and  mind 
of  the  youth.  It  is  no  marvel  that  the  schools  in  those  districts  are  poorly 
attended,  when  to  be  confined  within  such  houses  is  imprisonment.  But 
few  of  the  houses  in  the  county  are  well  supplied  with  furniture.  In  two 
districts,  especially,  did  I  find  all  the  houses  shamefully  deficient  in  this  re- 
spect I  was  pained  to  the  heart,  on  entering  some  of  these,  to  see  the 
pnpils  perched  upon  slabs,  with  no  backs  to  them,  three  and  four  feet  from 
the  floor.  I  need  hardly  state  that  I  noticed  quite  small  boys  and  girls 
having  the  bowed-down  appearance  of  the  sage  of  sixty  ;  which  is  a  natural 
sequence  of  pupils  being  elevated  upon  high  seats,  with  no  support  for  the 
feet 

Apparatus. — Xone  of  the  schools  are  furnished  with  all  the  necessary  ap- 
paratus. No  school  should  be  without  these  potent  auxiliaries  to  success ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  during  the  current  year  fifty- nine  schools 
have  been  furnished  with  a  full  set  of  Mitchell's  out-line  maps.  This  is 
certainly  a  step  in  the  right  direction  ;  one  that  augurs  well  for  the  future. 
May  it  prove  but  the  prelude  to  the  introduction  of  all  the  apparatus  so 
essential  to  the  success  of  the  teacher,  and  the  advancement  of  his  pupils. 

Schools. — There  are  sixty-six  in  the  county,  the  majority  of  which  are 
pretty  well  classified.  In  some  I  found  there  had  been  but  little  attention 
paid  to  the  introduction  of  a  regular  series  of  books ;  the  want  of  which 
greatly  militates  the  success  of  the  school,  and  is  a  great  embarrassment  to 
teachers.  Directors  should  see  to  it  that  there  is  an  uniformity  of  books 
adopted  in  every  school ;  and  thus  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

The  results  of  the  past  year  were  quite  satisfactory,  considering  the  short- 
ness of  the  term,  and  the  inferior  class  of  teachers  employed  in  some  of  the 
schools.  This  seemed  necessary,  as  the  inducements  offered  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  command  more  efficient  and  experienced  ones.  First  class  teachers 
expect  a  first  class  salary ;  and  none  but  mere  ciphers  can  afford  to  teach 
eighteen  or  twenty  dollars  per  month.     Directors  and  parents  would  do 
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well  to  remember  that  when  they  lower  the  salary  of  a  teacher  they  are 
bat  starving  the  mind  and  intellect  of  their  children. 

Examinations  — Twelve  public  and  ten  special  examinations  were  held 
during  the  year ;  the  most  of  the  former  were  attended  by  directors  and 
citizens.  It  was  my  desire  to  have  avoided  all  private  examinations,  but 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  directors  to  favor  them,  and  the 
scarcity  of  teachers,  threw  me  under  obligations  to  grant  them,  when  I 
thought  they  might  have  been  avoided.  For  a  teacher  to  absent  himself 
from  a  public  examination,  that  he  may  be  granted  a  private  one,  is  unde- 
niable proof  of  incompetency.  Directors  should  co-operate  with  the  ex- 
amining officer  in  his  efforts  to  do  away  with  this  illegal  and  unfair  method 
of  examining  teachers.  My  mode  of  examining  was  the  oral.  I  think  it 
has  its  advantages  over  the  written. 

Teachers. — Owing  to  the  insufficient  salary,  and  shortness  of  the  term,  it 
became  necessary,  in  order  to  fill  all  schools,  to  employ  some  teachers  who, 
in  our  estimation,  were  altogether  incompetent  to  fill  so  important  an  office. 
This  of  course  gave  us  no  little  anxiety  as  to  the  results  of  their  labors. 
Happily  there  were  fewer  failures  than  we  expected.  There  were  not  so 
many  female  teachers  employed  this  year  as  last.  It  is  a  lamentable  fact 
that  in  a  number  of  districts  in  the  county,  public  opinion  seems  to  be  op- 
posed to  this  class  of  teachers.  I  know  of  no  other  cause  to  which  we  may 
attribute  this,  than  an  ignorance  of  those  grand  and  essential  characteristics 
of  the  model  teacher  and  moralist.  A  sense  of  duty  compels  me  to  say  that 
I  found  a  greater  degree  of  interest,  more  system,  and  better  results  as  the 
fruits  of  female  teaching  than  of  male. 

What  we  need  in  this  county  is  an  increase  of  the  teachers'  salary  and  a 
prolongation  of  the  school  term  ;  and  until  these  changes  are  effected  we  shall 
fail  to  realize  the  full  benefits  of  our  present  wise  and  liberal  system  of  edu- 
cation. But  so  soon  as  these  changes  take  place,  that  soon  will  this  linger- 
ing darkness  be  dispelled  by  the  dawning  of  a  lighter  morn  ;  and  the  dull 
and  passive  teacher  give  way  to  the  living  and  active. 

Moral  Instruction. — We  are  sorry  to  say  that  this  first  and  highest  duty 
of  the  teacher  has  not  received  that  consideration  at  their  hands  which  its 
importance  demands.  Every  school  should  be  opened  by  reading  a  portion 
of  Scripture  or  by  prayer.  Teachers  should  remember  that  while  they  are 
responsible  for  the  growth  and  development  of  the  human  intellect,  they 
are  at  the  same  time  no  less  responsible  for  the  culture  and  development  of 
the  moral  and  sublime  principles  of  the  human  soul.  It  is  their  duty  to 
guard  the  soul  against  the  evils  of  life,  and  prepare  it  for  wise  and  virtuous 
action.  How  important  then  that  every  teacher  should  at  least  possess 
good  morals ;  for  rude  or  unskilled  hands  should  never  touch  the  strings  of 
that  harp  whose  vibrations  are  felt  in  eternity. 
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Institutes  — These  were  organized  in  seven  districts.  While  some  were 
prolific  of  beneficial  results,  others  were  void  of  interest,  and  accomplished 
but  litle  good.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  where  these  institutes  are  properly 
organized  and  conducted,  they  may  become  a  potent  agency  in  exciting  in- 
terest  in  the  cause  of  education. 

The  County  Association  held  its  regular  meeting  in  M'Connellsburg.  The 
attendance  of  teachers  was  not  so  large  as  was  anticipated  ;  yet  all  present 
took  an  interest  in  the  exercises,  and  went  to  their  respective  fields  of  labor 
with  the  consciousness  of  having  been  benefited.  The  association  was  ad- 
dressed by  ihe  Rev.  Mr.  Mathers,  Prof.  Davis  and  A.  S.  Smith,  Esq. 

Concluding  Remarks. — In  consequence  of  Fulton  county  being  a  border 
county  we  suffered  materially  both  in  our  pecuniary  and  educational  inter- 
ests.  Many  of  our  most  efficient  teachers,  influenced  by  the  purest  motives 
of  patriotism,  offered  themselves  a  ransom  for  liberty  and  the  cause  of  hu- 
man freedom  ;  upon  the  continuation  of  which,  rests  the  perpetuity  of  our 
educational  interests  and  the  dearest  hopes  of  humanity.  And  since  the 
eternal  laws  of  justice  and  universal  freedom  have  been  vindicated,  and 
the  dark  cloud  of  treason  and  rebellion  has  been  transpierced  by  the  reful- 
gent rays  of  the  Sun  of  Peace,  may  we  not  hope  that  a  brighter  future 
awaits  the  educational  interests  of  our  country  ?  We  have  much  to  enconr- 
age  us  in  the  results  of  the  past  year.  In  M'Connellsburg  borough  and 
Wells  district  the  school  term  was  increased  from  four  to  five  months  ;  and 
one  of  the  directors  of  Belfast  district  informed  me  that  their  schools  had 
never  accomplished  so  much  good  since  the  system  has  been  in  operation. 
With  these  indications  of  future  success,  and  the  welfare  of  humanity  before 
us,  let  us  move  grandly  forward  in  the  work  of  reform  ;  and  labor  zealously 
for  the  consummation  of  the  noble  project  before  us. 

It  is  with  emotions  of  the  deepest  gratitude  that  I  acknowledge  my  obli- 
gations to  directors  and  parents,  for  the  kind  hospitality  shown  me. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES  OF  DISTRICTS. 


15  School  Rep. 


226 


ANNUAL  STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


Number  of  directors 
present. 


.\u.  of  pub.ic  exami- 
uatiuiis  held. 


■  CO  ^  t~  Oi 


..-.^^■^r  —  OjOiCOOr-a.  t-iN«o- 


r-lOl  O  IN  r-1  |->1»-*M  «r-(  .-H  CC  «         <N  r-1  i-i  PI  «  «  03  «5 


i\o.  in  which  the  Bi-  h^^g^;:^'  " 

ble  is  read.  I 


«r-t^t»co<3iO  —  ^t^cooi': 


3  r- 1^  t>-  CO  OS  o 
i  i-i  «  05  ^  o  « 


books  arc   adopted. 
No.  well  classified. 


Graded  during  year. 


Number  graded 


Number  of  schools. 


—  --  —  —    -i  -.  -^  '—  -       .*,.*«/.—  ./-  .^  ..-  .^  -,  uo  O  O  C^  CC  00  rt  05  ■<J*  »r5  05  00  rH  00  p.* 

li-i«rH        r<  r-i        r-i        rH  rH        00 


1  .,-  .—  C   r-  (N  1.-3  OO  C 


"S't^ooscc'Cj^^oooocc.—  ccicoooco>*'3Qooor^ooaai<DC>iOr-ifr-^-*i-<«oa 
ojc^(N«f:ooci:o  —  c^^c^i-^oc.—  ..';a^osoit-f*vooc^      «5.-.-f*^«ot*t»ooi-i 


.C10«OC^OO.-HO»0*(Mt*     •      .MrH      .rH      .      *  O^  f)*  i~i      .     .'.      .rH      .      »  r^      .      .      .OOrH 

o  Ob  ip^»c""cR"t^  r.rcc^"li:r'.olN  a3  r-  ■^  c~o  toioV-  »coooo  ".oooo-^oocOrHCO-H^o  cTe^ 

CC  .-.         00         r^  ri  r-l  CO         (N  CC  rn  i-i  O^  •■-■  — 


I  -^  "*  CO  CO 


r-  ^  r-i  rH  M 


^-'C^o:o;cDci^ccQOfr»'<**o«2CocC'^rj*coc^OrHOcocococCrHa>^,io»-cococ 


. _. . ->!G' 

Or-.C-l^-.r-.■>^rHCO<^^l^^rH         r-ir-OOr-ir-irHrHCOr^lMrH         «M         M         ._rHe<r-ii-l-«|» 


'Oco«rroor-occ<Nr.^rHcc«5«3a;c>icoo< 


>  (T.  t^  ffl  O  C^  W  O  C^"*  ' 


.  lo  Oi  r-  «  t*  a? 


.  00  O  CO  W  CO      -  CO 


Number  having  out- 
liue  luaps. 

No.  supplied  durinj; 
the  year.       _ 

I       .  .o  <»■*  CO  CO-*  O  CO 

No.  wholly  -without  I    i<^         r--r     o.co 
apparatus.  |    : 

I 
Number  well  suppli-  I 
td  With  iipparaius.  | 
Uu.sunable  luiuiture  I 
dunug  the  year  | 
Supplied  with  .-(uita-  I  ocorHooao  — cocot^rit^ 

ble  lur'o  during  yr.  J  "     "^    "" [^ 

'  ^  a:  ocToo  o  o  t^«r>o  to  W O?  CD 

rH  ON  CO  CO         »*  !?»  j:;  05 

Number  with  insuffl- 
cieut  lurniture. 


Jt-»-*C005t^C0O00CDOCOr.Hf-^CCC<IC0OQ0>0»0l 

)  ..J.  (M  CO  t^  CO  t>.  CX  <M  Tf  r  -^  - 

r-l  <MrH  C-1  ^  rH 


.  CX  (M  Tf  t*        OD  I 


OOCOdCOOOCO-^CO 


.  CO  (N  CO  CD  .05 


aOt*r-iOiW*<f©^Ot^ 


■-■  CO  CD  OJ  ^  . 


'  eft  CO  rH  CO  rH 


Number  with  suita- 
ble furuiture. 


'No.  well  ventilated. 

I 

No.    with    grounds 

I  suitably  improved. 


Number    with  suffi- 
cient grounds. 

Number   having   no 
out-houses. 

No.  unfit  for  use. 

Number  built  during 
the  year. 

Number  of  log. 
Number  of  stone. 
Number  of  brick. 


ccrHrHcocflcT.  c-icocoe;iCOCDC<icocncot-^cj:i^ 

->rH05         (M.  -  -■  -      —  ...  ^ 

rH  04 


r-^CO*OrH05        C^t-*«^         O^  r-l  ^ 


'^13 


"      "  O  t-- CO  r-<  fi-*  "" 


-•0»t*Ol>-C0r-<fi-*C0 


O  C^  C^l  C^  CO  O 
CO  fc^  t*  CD  ■«**  t^  t- 


)»CCOOCOTj»Tj<ts.OOOCO 


p--ir5'^0'VCOTr««;Dr-tr-»*Qr-tOi(N01         oo»o» 
t-C^COO«OOi*(N'--<MCO'^r-*'^COr-<CO^ 


lTCO0000COtf5'CClO-r-i(N         r»COS*t^CQ 


•  OD  r-  00  «3  C^  OO  CIT 

•  r-  O:  »  1-1         QO  r-i 


■  CO  I— 1 1-  »a  05 


.CO     .CDTI«r-tO■*Or-^C0l-|»0J^-C0C0r-^^0e^ 


^  ^  r-  M 


r-.  -T  CI  t^  ^ 


OitiOOi<3:cot-c^ooi-H 

■TO'^C^l-r-it-ait-H 


r-iC^r-tt'CDr^CDrySc 


l^  Cl  O  CO  CO  O  ?0  rH 


ir^fM-foooiOiC^otoc^irjcoi 


.    .CO  crj 

i-H  CO  OS  rH  O  ^  ^* 
CO  C^         i-H  CO  "^  t^ 


(M  tC  t- »0  ***  CO  OS        (N  00  fH  r-<  CO  tC  CO  *0  00  r-«  I 


CO         r-lr-«-^Oi:0(NW 


OG0IMCDt.*-Vr-tC^»CO*0:T'?C0Tt<Q0t^CC0000'^C1 


i-'OSO5C«*1*<NC0Olr-l'^f-lC0COe=l     .t^-r^os     .r^^^C^ 


r->COf-H>OQOr-ilO-«*<GOr--^ 
riO         COri-^00."«CS        MCO 


(N  CD  CO     •  CD  1-1  CD  CD  CO  »0  CO  CO 


corH**<coc^'*t*oic.ooiiCcqab 


GS         r-i«  •«3'  i-f 


rH  CO  rH  eO  CO  00  CD 
00  rH  OS 


rHiCCROOOO^rHTpeD"^ 
O  -^r         (N  rH  O  rH         (N  CO 


)  ■*  Ofl  rH  CD  t>. 


COCOiOt^N^OOOO-^TtiCfl 
rH  CO  rH  r-  O  ■V  rH 


O  rH  00  -tf  CftCTrHCi 


Number  of  frame. 


iO'M<MrHCO00t*r^rHC0'f:r-C;CO-^Ir*CO.--C000t-"C:nO00rHC1CO00tOCQr-*00N00a0 

MCOO'-HCOrHOOOC^CDIMCqcOCOrHiCCvlCOCO'-iCMrH  eOO-^ " 

(NC^rH  COr-iir-t  rl  r-i  i-t  f^  On         fi  rH 


I  CO  CX  CD  O:  rH  CS  4a 


;    OlrHCD'f-CCOOOG^TfOCO'^Oar-r-'OCOOJC.  COt-Olt-  OS  OS  C000>0CD<N*ft0Sr-'O' 

Whole    number    in    ?o;^oiiZ2!5SS?3c^)H'^'^S§iS3'^l3wS^'~*^'^^2^S^S2CT^'''?P 
county.  I  *"*  ^ 


.  tc 


'O 


CCJ    d 


O  cd^ 


-<;<i<!fapci(r;(amcamt^;,uo-uQcooo«aw*p^p^p^faoi>3i-5'->f-; 

rHC»CO'^iClCDt.-aOOJOrHC^CO'^OCDt~gOOsO  —  c^ 


is^emNiNc-ic^iNe-iC'joqcocoooeoai 


3  cj 
c;  o  r-  c«  CO  -^ 


ANNUAL  STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


227 


^A<oco-*'f-Ha^r^^'7^^>^o•^J'^>'^5^f5coc^cot^co^-coM^•^^*Q■3;c3co«^'^; 
^»ooit^c4.^cqc-io*oaoa)'^'*G<it--^MC^O'*'f»oc^oocor-(Mco 


f-l  0»  *•  -^  r-<  ■'^^  «^  fiOi-H  r-iC^rHrHf-HCOrH  dC^r-'COlNCOWMC^OO 


^r«,-.^a5t£3-t*«)aj"^»c5t-o^eoccimcotD 

r-JrH«C^  (N  W         r-(         r-t  ■  C^ 


I— i'MO?Oi5ln-t(>lb*-t*CO 
■^  H         pH         (N  f-iW         Ofl 


«oocoe^eo'jot-'NO:'c^c<ico«Di(^cocD'?f-*<co^-    .tccoa>-^t-t;-'0-vo 


-1«  I— I  OS  Tf«  CO  O  O  -Xi  l>>  ;t  ^o  >o  '"'^ 


f-r  r1         CO 


COffOCOeOCOp-iCOaO(Mr-(r**t*ir5  000':tOJW05CT!OCO(Mr*COCOX>--CO     I    \o\ 


00 
00^ 

It     I  «D  tS  •*  r-l  CO  CO  N  >0     I  CO  N  IN  r- CO  •*  to  00  CO  CO     - 

CO  rH  CO  CO  00  (M  lO 

00 
CO 

-     t  r-t  « -^  e^  ■*  iH  «3  rH      .     .  CO -^  I^ 

^   C:   Tfl  t^  CO        -Jf^ 

O  CO      •      .  CO  rH  CO 
r-             .      .                CO 

CO 

coN'Oeco 

i-^-^COCOrHOCOiO 
CO        t* 

o    • 

.  rH  r-t  Tt<  -^      -C^ 

§sgs§ 

rl  rl  CO  «  ^  CO  rH 

O   Tt<  Tfl        •        . 

9 

rHr-lt^r-c-r-IO         CO 
t-         IQ         C»         TT 

of 

«M  rH  rH 


t»dOCOOCOOS»0-OCOCOC^CdOC/i-*'MCO(MOiGS»0-Hti'r^.,0':OrHC>^-.i4 
rHilrHCOlM        Cd         rH  M         ,-1  rH  —         rH  M         rH         o5^  0^         rH  rH  N  rH  M         CO 


s  a  -:  « ■= 


2S 

a  cg  a 
>"  ^  ^  =  =1  . 


c«    ; 


2  S'W"?  g  S  g-2  5if'5.^-  (^  •  £  >."  ^  >  2,*  S  d  ^-^  ^■"  l!^ 

«0t*00OlOf-lC<IC0'^«0CDt^C»0lO<-iC<»C0'^»0?0t^00CiO^<NC0T»<»O 


"SS 


^^ 


.4 

•S"* 

if 

Fl 

!2i 

CO 

a?  a> 

a 

-5 

CO  1>    <C 

■ai  a;  ^  t- 


2  °  9  S 

.a  »  o  3 

°  i  S  => 

=  X  c3  ^ 


228 


ANNUAL  STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


;No.  of  teachers  em- 
ployed.  


Estimated  am't  paid 
for  private  schools. 


No.  of  pupils  attend- 
ing private  schools. 


iNumber  of 
i  schools. 


private 


Number  of  volumes 
to  school  libraries. 


No.of  district  organi- 
zed under  law  of '64 


No.  attending  coun- 
ty institute. 

Number  attended  by 
county  superinten't 

No.  attendinii  dis- 
trict institutes. 

No.   of   meetings   of  j 
district  institutes.     I 


^Q  oi  V  c^    •  t^  « r- 1  to 


o  o:  cc  o 
c  o  i^  c 
CO  o:  CO  oo 


O  O  00  CO  o 

OD  o  —  o>  t- 
t-  r-t  t^  c;  <o 


.003  . 


iQCO»o»oai«X't^ao 


O  "*t"  ^  cc  ira  * 

r^i  r-i  r-i  0<"  «5 


OC^■^-^•^-r-^COOCO 


Average  time  spent 
in  each. 


Number  of  visits  by 
county  superin't. 


.  t*  -^  CO  O  M  C35 


«D  O 


CO  CC'^  CO  o  ^ 
t^  ai  CD  t*  CD  »0 


CO  ■*  N  ■^l  «  r 


''1<(M'^C0C0-^O3(N»O 
r-i  CO         r-ll:^         r-<  Tjl  C^ 


■*  CO  CO  O  CO  C  t 


O  O  O 
OIN  O 

o  oo 


O  t~Q 

r»  t~  O 

■SCO 


OOCDCO.--Tt«iOOOOOOCOO:C 
r- CO  CO  O  IM -f  «  "-I  r-.  ■<>•  CO  r 


CO  C^  CO  C-J  f-i 


>'7:rir*      o      t^ooo(NOOO>c  »o      oooocoootoocooco-^ciooQ 

Se3co         55         (N(N(?)C<l-I'(MCOCOO  ■*         COO--(NTt<(N— tOi-ii-iCO(MOrHio-* 

;  r-<  —'  ei  r-"  ^  Ci  r^  <N  i—'  r-<'  <M  ^'  — '  i-l  <m'  N  <M  C^  ^  5^  d  i-H  (N'  l— "  i— '  M  .-•"  C^  l-I  r-<'       '  <>i  «  l-< 


(N  t-  CO  -^  O 


>  o  —  o  o  o 


lor^^^fcai^Hcr.  <— .-^ocjO'OoD^Oc 


aO'OoDi— <oc;0-r:ocoo 

C5  «  <N  ■«>  (M  CO  M  rH  N  (TJ  IM  (N  i-<  rH  rH  r-.  f-c  rH  <N  1-1  rl  M  r-i  r.<         (N  "»• 


p-Hr--Ci  —  "^O-rC^t^COOICOiOCCCOt 


No.  of  total  failures. 


0;COOt*t»'.5*tOr.«i-tCD'^      "•^CO^-OOr 


"»(M     .rH      .eqO      •«■*     .IN-*'J"COrH 


I  No.  who  have  read 
professional  books. 


•-I -^  IT.  0>  CO 
00  t^  t^  i-t  r-t 


No.  attended  a  Nor- 
mal school. 


No.  taught  less  than 
one  y^ar^ 


No.  who  have  had 
no  experience. 

Aver'e  age  of  teach- 
ers. 


c;  C^  CO  IM  o 

CO  tea  CO  00  C4 


-J«aO»Ot^'^^r-it^CDCOCOCl"OCO'7aO(MC 


.  t-  CD  lO  .-<  rH  r-  C 


cc  o  ^  <c:  CO 


ri'*  O  (NN  .WO 


rH  O  r^  »o  t* 


OC^OiO»COCOGOt*'*-1*.-*OCOCOO(NOO 


^  CO  Co   »o 


M»O«O^WCOTt*iOC0r-t 


I   COOO'^OSO^OOCOfiO'.f-^NCOCOrHCDOOt^OOTJ.NCO 
ITfcO-^^CDCOOOCO         CO         rHOOOCOINr-lCOt-CICO 


r-.C4-5<CJ0-»KOi--O>0 

CO      N      eo«oioc^r-i». 


t-Noco<3iaococococo 

CO        C»  rH  rH  rH  (N  rH  M  OS 


C^  C<(  C^  !N  C-l      .  C^  C 


~~  j  CD  —  cbt^Ti-HOOOc;c^co3^ 
Nximber  of  females  |  ^  «=*  S  ^- ^  S '"^  ^  S  S  2 '^  "* 
employed. 


CqC^COfCCgOfMOOO 


Xumbwofmale8em-|S'="'^^:^S?*S^"''     oocccd^ocs 
ployed. 


r-H-1*t^0;C»O(MIMOi— 'O  —  QOCDC-1 
r-C0C001C0r-r-IJt-r-IO«-0i.0C»C0r-< 


ooeooococ^iWooeooitO'— ococi 

C«  ITS  CO        f-l  CO        *0  )0  (X  O  00  C4  CO  est 


Average  grade  of  cer-  I  n  3J«  "i53J  Si'U  sTef^SToi  STeci  cJfi'pi  I^cJ  «  3)  ?i «  oJc<i  oJeq  c^  oi  r-i «  mm  «  S 
tificates.  | 


newed. 


No.  certifl's  annul'd. 

No.    examined    pri- 
vately^  


I  o  r^  00  d  so 

I    OO  M  r^  !-(  lO 


OC>rHCOC^t^»OOCOOOO' 


r-t  CO  M  lO         r-<  CO  rH  (N  CO  ^  r 


.(^:DO-1«CD"^<DOC0CDOC0'^»0'*t- 


O  CO  -^  0-*  t-  o 
i-H  r-lPl  rH  e^  35 


io0COC-O5Cl-.D>OC0(MCO'a' 
jjjrt         r-lr1^         COO         rl 

jcticu.       I 


Ne.  receiving  profes- 
sional certificatBs. 


No.  receiving  provi- 
sional certificates. 


O  »0      .  O  C-T  CO  51  :0  O  r-^  O 


CDMCOOMrH-Tf-iO 


■  0:0--'"^      .t^rHCOCD-^M 


-a  2  S  E  i 

®  «  £  s-o 


».-      -...-(if^co-t^OOOi— "COOOC^'OOOMCO'.'^C^.  t-»-tC^COCOr].;D01i--06 

00500-^      .COCO'C  —  ^*COCOC■.•MCO^WCO— tOOOMCOt-Ot-'OOi-.ft-CO'OCDOS 
•O         C^rHOfl.r-»CMM^^  I— tTp— .  r-i-^rHi-iiH  C;W         M  r-ipHClrHr-t-^ 


ce  0 


•;   S   d  oi  S3   o3 


5?"  d2 


t*. 


eS  o  ?3  "S 

2f £|^f §S 

i-iMcO"VOcDi^ooc;o--c<ico-^'Ccot^a)c:o^Mctj.s*ocot-cQOsC)ri^cQS!*9 

rHr-»-«r-(r-«r-<rHrH»-Hr-tM©4M(NMCSWCiMC^COCOCOCOeOCO 


3    =S    ffl  .S  • 


ANNUAL  STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


229 


CJ     •0:0'»'C     •«>     -lOCO 


cr;  c;  CO       o^ 


CD  c<  t*  (N  C5  ^  CO    -eo    • -^  (D  o 


rH  t^  ec  «:> 


J     .O  CO 

.  CO 


CO  o  o  —  r*  <M 

CC  coco  — '  (NCO 


U3CO  coco  » 


O  O  C^  CO  CO  .-H 


^    -mo^cflioos 


550 

COi-H 


Ifi  OS  O  O  »C  r-( 

CO  io  O  O  <N  -^ 


C  I-"  QO  "T  (M  <M 


VOO  (N  00 


1-1  CO      -co      •  r-*      'CO 


— 't-o    •MQO-^«*oc^**'c^oOf-ie'ir-<»ocot-    '  I-* 


■■^C^X-l-f^'^M  .-HMrHlOr-ii-l        -co 


o»ftGCicco'C      ci"*'C^oc>oo«ro;o-+'C;oi-'^oi>-o'M':^oi 


TTi-f^r-ifMCO  ■^N^'^O'fO— 'r-t' 


'^rtTj^cocoo-^-ro 


r-iNf-"!— lr-<i— fC^rHf-lrH(NO»i-«ClC<li— 'r-<i-Hr-lr-<.-*r-«<MC^i-«r-lff^ 


0bO'Xt'^(^-O--<XO'NCD(MOC0C^NC^'^a-!fC00;-^C0;0C0"^O 
CflCOO'-'^^OC^lCr.  »OOi-*<C^t--t^OCO-fCi  OClC-lGOC:COa.t^t^ 
.-(  C^  f-i  CO  C<I  r-i  CO  rH  i-H  Cfl         C^  C<l  F-l  rH  CO  1-1  CO  <-"<-<  <-H  i-h  rH  W  CI 


O  l>  rH  f-H      .  CO  CO  5 


.  ^  -,  .J7  c^  ^  - 


ji-iOiL-o^cno— 'O:ooi>.0r^— 'O— 'Citoocooo- 
i^iC'-'^cO'-'COXJoO'— 'CD-— <t--cD<M':o'^*^CDco(Moui 


W50;C0r-<Tt*p-t»0t*i-tCDOOtD<N 


*0  1-^         Tj*     .  C^         CD 


CO  CD  r-4 -^  (N  -^  CO  N  rH  N  Tf*         "^  C^  -*  !>.  rH 


?  (N  0=1  »C  00  O 
>  rH  Tt<  -^  »0  « 


OOOt^OOirHr-tC^OrHCD-^TrCDCOr* 


ot--Oi<3iaQoc<ico»:^ON    10 


lOC^OOrHWrHCOCOC^rHrHM         C^t>-C9t»C4e4t.         MMOrH<Mr-C 


)  '^f  CO  *C  CO 


C^OCO-fCOO  --- 

O  'X  C  'X-  O  X:^  CO"C^  -^  OD  CD  -^^  ^~0  CO~"f^^fM 
CDC^'CC-1COt--OOTt*COaO*QO^rrNTt<CO-^rHt* 


G<l      .  C-1  iM  M  rH 

^-   a:  <Z>  t^  f>M 

•1*  CO  CO  ^  *t*  < 


Tt<COb-OCOOO>OrHCOCOMOCr-HC<lTj<CDCOr-<COCiCOf 

^■^CCt-Oi         CiOOlClCOCDlM-^rHrHOCOCO 
<N  rH 


)C31CiOOCDC^'^rHrHOCOCO  rHTl«»0»0C4OC^ 


■»«rHr-'C^(MNCqc^O«fflrHrHNNClClC<ICfl(NeiG<l      •fflrHCqC^ 


0^  N  CO  ffl  «3   . -<J*  CO  OS  CO  rH 


OOt*   .  CD  CO  Ci  t*  rH  O  ^   •  N  rH   •  "^  O  CD  O! 


OD'^NOC'iei  •  .Nt^CDiOr-*  .fH 


>O»f5CDC0fl0-fX>00rHC^-^Tj«:DCD»0r-' 


CO"^  *M  C^  O 


rH  o  o  N  ■*    .e^iocoooco 

r^O         rH      .C^NC^CO 


eflrHOCOCO      •^C^'* 


»  >0  CO  CO  O  OS 


.<M  CO  »0  CO  O  O 


COOSCOCOt^CDt^CDOSCDCOrHCCOCO      •CDrHCDOeOODCOOr-iCCCOt-^CC-H 
|>C0'^CCrH»00St^r-<OOQ005"'^ 

r-l  »-H  rH  CO  rH  CO         r-t  C«  rH  rH  rH 


|>C0'^CCrH»00St»r-<OOQD05C0'^      •00:I>-CDCCCOOQOCOCO*COO:CC 
•-"■         "         ^*-.^^_.      .  ^         |_         ^^         rnnNWCO         C^ 


'^  5  .S  ?.  ?^  5  i« 


6-s  S.^.'i.'i  *.=^j; 


•230 


ADAMS  COUNT f. 


Temporary  Debt. 


P«na<inent  Debt. 


Balance  ou  hand. 


jCoet  of  sch'l  houses, 
f  purchasing,    build- 
ing, reating,  &c. 


jFuel  and  eootingen- 
des. 


■  o  r.-  t^  X-  ..-^ 


o»  c  o  o    ■  o 

tc  c  c  o    •  o 


rH         r->      •  CO 


:oooooooocoO(no»oo2»c 


'  1^  (-.  e^  ■-^  —  •-  c. 


c<i  o  05  CO  ST-  ^  e«""^  CO  t--  -rr  r-  o 


I  OCCOOOOOOOOOOC-O-Ci'-OCOOo®^ 
•OO  OOOOOCO'C  00000000  »00  wO"00 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


^rom  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat  - 
ed  Lands,  and  other 
sources. 


o  o 
:  t^  o 


OOOCO'COO 

ot^OiCi:.3r^oo 

-     -     ^  -^  CC  00  CC(N 
CO  M  O^t-  —  — ■ 


c  c;  —  • 


;  00  cc(N  o  ■ 


o  o  ^  c>  o 

c-i  '^  y:  oi 

—  o  a>r~ 


CCCX'«OC-5'*C^t-t^CC>—  :OCD 


1"  01  t — "•  00  c  tc  ■ 


1  T  cc 


o  10  c 


or^c^-r-jtoooo 

t^O  —  t- rotCCD 

»c  cc  '^  r--  c/D  cc  r^  CD 

t^  O  CO  <o  ex  o:  t*  F.^ 

of  (m"      i-T 


r-(MC0  007C*3X?COCOr>Oc3;CT! 
0;-*«>Ot-»CO-^0(MC£00;CO 

cctMoot^occr^-^Tf.--^^ 
o-^t.-^'C.—  cc-i'C^-T-rTt^co 


From    state    appro- 
priation. 


.Number  mills  build- 

;  ing  purposes. 
^     !Kumber  mills  school 
U     :  porposea. 

fi2     [Total  amount  levied. 

»     i 

t^ 


Amount   levied   f  o  r 
building  purposes. 


lAmonnt  levied    for 
I  sehool  purposes. 

I 


Cost  per  month. 


Avg.  number  attend- 
ing school. 


.QOCDCCO  —  CCt^>C:OQOO:C^COC^iO^ 


>coococcc<:c^i— It- 

:  C<I  CD  C:  t-  C 
.  1-1  IM 


— 'C000r-0(M03COOC^CO 

ODCjOO'T*'?*^-^COOCCCO 


■**<O^'^'»f*tZl.-C0!D65'*r—  CCOTOOcftCCOC  —  C<li-OC*» 


« o      0*0 


OOr-to  -rcoooQOcaoDO  ooT^ccoojt-'^-rcif-'O  —  r- 

cco'^50-^'co«^lc>ft:c^cr.—  ci— 'O;o  00  —  -^o-rc-it-co 
cc^cc:o-^tD'Ti—  'Oco-i-oc-iC".  oio  —  o-n^cococc<^^•1'<^^ 
^coTOoococo^o:  oOf-<cccQr»<oeo»oaocoM'.—  cooD-5* 


§ 

CO 

CO 
CO 

CO 
CO 

i 

o_ 

CO  •* 

—  0 

j'-f  .—  co"»o  o":o  GO 


00"^0  000'0-^CO(MTfCCOl-— '00c.     .    -      ..-.„.. 
OO'-'O'^OOOSCOC^Cr.  OciQC-ICOOCOt-Tj^Tji..^OOi-H 

COOCDO'i'C/3co»f^— 'CO  —  -—  C-I^OOO'ft.—  -+'»CC^'Mt-"* 
CO  rH  I—  CO  -r  ex  O  t-  (N  CO  C^  t:  C'l  05  »c^  ''"^  ^  O  -^  CO  —  C7-  C-l  -*•  ^^ 

-f:occi.'^cjocr-cccccoooi-"coc«t-coc©'0'xcot-o«oact- 


C".  COCOCr.  CO  —  OCO-^'CCCOCCr-OO-rr-r-tOC'Mt-r-coCO— *C3 

cct>.coxcor*oDcot-aoao^cocco;co«c;t*cococO'Ot-t— c* 


.»  -7"  ^tj  CJ  •i^  ^^  •*•  '.'.■  .'.^  ^tj  o;  s—  ^*.j  ^—^  t_"  'ts  I— c  c-  «j  i^i  «j  ^u-  —  t.;  c 
rl  M  r-(  C4  CO         p-<  CO  rn  i-H  CO  W  r-t  .-.  CO  r-i  CO  rH  CO  d  W  C 


No.  learn'g  German.  |   ::::.::::::::::;:::::::::  |   ; 


Number  of  Females. 


Number  of  Males. 


jAverage  salaries  of 
I  females  per  month. 


Average   salaries  of 
males  per  month. 


Number  of  Females. 


Number  of  Males. 


.  r-  O  r-  CO  t-O  .-t  t 


'r-«CO*5*t—  ■^    l>-r-aCj0  05» 


ic-ir-  —  c!;co-fcot-i 


0000—00 
o<o  00 1-  o  c 


(M  C^  (M  ^I  (M  C^  -M 


ri    -ocoaooo 


C   CO  C  O  C  ' 


'OCr-OOQ-rOOCCO< 


'OCOOOONOCt-.O'TOr-^cScOOO  "OCj'iC-VO 
C-l  o  O  O  '(^  "^  CM  01  O  10  CO  O  —  CT,  CO  >0  (M  CO  '*  ^  r-  QD  CN  -^  -4" 
CO(NC-1COCC|C^C^tNTMC^COC^C^C^(MNC^C^(>»<M(MC5C^C^ 


rH   .CO   .  CO  »0  r-t  rH  t- Wr   •  C^  T 'I* 


■  CO  CO  C^  CO  rH  rH 


rHeo<OT)<eooo©ieo«-*cCrHe<i«5«<oeoco«otDco'Ot-«ete 


Average   number  of    10 -^j*  ^  ti* -^ -^  »o -^  co  o  »o'^»o'^  ■*•<*' •^'o»o'^co**cc  ^-^ 
months  taught. 


No  yet  required.         | 


Whole  number. 


c^eoco-^QOcoco-^ascoosrHcocjiCdtocoocoos-^t^c 


a  ■:£ 


?.-  "S  .E  i 


£3  a 
s  3  a  c  -T3  -^  a) 

):jo&cE:HCsKE:ssa:>4-3>qSESopJajE-» 

s^iQcot-aoiOrHO^co-^iOeDtHoscio  —  c^'co^Jtn 

rH>-lrHrHrHrHi-lrHi-lrHeie4(MC<C(C4 


GO 


IS 

o 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 


Q31 


jTemporary  Debt. 


'Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on 


:  :8oS? 

'.- 

iiisr 

i 

-•• 

2 

CO 

s  .  .«  ■>«• 


Icostofsoboolhottsee, 
purchasiag,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 

Fuel  and  Contingen- 
i  ci«8. 


,   -^  -^  ^1  ^  'X>  o 


»-5^=  o  2  5  s  s  g'8"8  S  ?  S  g  35  g  g  §  S  8  5  8  S  S  §  = 


_  K  T'  o  '^  S  " 


iFnim    Collectors    of  ^,  ^  _  ^  r- ■     .-.-••         _  _  ^ -^  ^  w - 

School    Ta^,    Un-     S||3|i  i  ||«  g- 5  i  '  -  ^A' "^  ^4    Z'Z'Z' 

I  seated    Lauds,  and     ^.'^^^-^-iJr    rn"     d        -«-     "--'     "^    T ^;,~ 

other  sources. ^|  » * =:r^?r^^:^i;r:^^^^r^==^e'3'5^^S  g  '^  d: «  "? 


Number  of  mills  for 
buildingjmrposes. 


00  CC  C   CO  "N 

I"  to 


From    State     appro-  U  g'^ooocgs^^-^i,  0*^=5^22"^  i:-*- '- 
priation.  Ig        iM  —  r^     .-     «'-'     '^         ^ 


Number  of  mUls  fe'-|^^^^^<^^«>cj«.-«t':.'        _„^.    _-,.-^-,~.-^  o" 


Avg.  salaries  females 
per  month. 


og-T88g2gg^-SiSSf:gSSS|JS§aS8J88 


i;  .^^  "3 '^  :£  Mom  pa  6t<S  ji  .^  ■*>-'**  ^  "  ^ 


232 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 


o 
o 


H 

P 
Eh 


<1 


M     iTemporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permaneiit  Debt 


Balance  on  baud. 
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Cost  of  sch'l  boupes, 
pavchasiuir,  bnild- 
ing,  reatiug,  &«. 
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Temforary  Debt. 


Permaneat  Debt. 
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iCost   of   school    honses, 
pnrcbasinf,',     building, 
I  renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingencies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 
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Tax,  Unseated  Lands  & 
other  soarces 
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C:iCOt^OCCOO 


l-H       .       .0 


OMOt^OCCOO 


t^OC71CC>n(NOC-l 
T-iOiO:*OC5COI:^(N 


CCOOtNa-.INClI 

0  0>0»OOCCCC>' 


IN  iN  (N  rH  r-i<N 


No.  learning  German.       | 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


Average  salaries  of  fe- 
males per  month. 


Average  salaries  of  males 
per  month. 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


Average  number  months 
taught. 


No.  yet  required. 


Whole  number. 


iX)COCsrHCDaiCOCO 
CflCO-^r-ii-.'INi-i-l* 


(N  CO  CO  «:  c<i  -.0  I 


o  o  o  o  o  m  o 

O  O  O  O  O  CO  o 

»C  CO  CO  O  *ff  CO  c^ 
<M  (N  C^  r-l  rllN  IN 


00000 

'O  o  o  o  o 


C-1  <N  (N  N  T)< 


<  CO  »0  t*  IN  CO  00 


,cn    -.^  c^cq  CO  f-i 


)  O  *©  t>  O  OD  f-H  -^ 


a  I  g  "iScS'S  3 
KP.s  =  ce.2o;3 

02  OQ  OQ  p- 1>  i>  l>  C^ 
COt^COCJiOr-tdCO 


•2U 


BTTCKS  COtTNTY. 


ao  C-  O  CO  o  to  o 
CM  CI  O  O  O  »0  O 

oi  CO  o  c;  o  CD  o 

O;  to  O  CO  O  r-i  O 
■*    r-1  05  CO  1-t  i-H 


Temporary  Debt 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
I  purchasing,  build- 
I  ing,  renting,  &c. 


O  r^  o 
t~  t~  o 

cc  355 


O  W  C/3 
to  !N  O 


[Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


QO  t^ 
".•^  CO 

cr:  CO 
»co 


C5  O 
CO  i-H 


.000 


>c^to'^"^ccicoc/3t-'; 


eq 


)  O  (N  (N  (N  . 


OS      1-1 


nair 


c<5 


C^CO^*o5SoOOOa5«.^COT-^OOr^OtOCOtOticO-ttC**0</50i-^r^rHt^OCO 

.-■rcot^c-icooe^cor^^— '^oococol^*t-Jco^^t^r^co(^»^-lO-1^t^t — ftt^oi 

^C^OOCOCO^t-trjTl"^.  r,  CO'-Ot-CWCDQCCOt^^i'COtCCOCOCO-^t^CCSCrjCO'riJD 
^tirHCOCOt-HTrrHtOOtS-^COrtCO-*       noocDONcococoeoeoor-tcoc^in 


«*„■•„■"    p.r 


Cost  of  Instruction. 

i 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lands  and  other 
sources. 

From  State  appro- 
priation. 
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■•o  tr^  rr^ 


»f:  CO  ao  r—  ciD 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  band. 


Cost  of  sch'l  houses, 
purcliasing,    build- 
I  ing,  renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instrnction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Un- 
seitted  Lauds  and 
other  sources. 
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From    State    appro- 
priation. 


Nurober  of  mills  for 
I  building  purposes. 


Number  of  mills  for 
school  purposes. 


Total  amount  levied. 


'Amount  leyied  for 
,  bailding  purposes. 


i Amount   levied  for 
I  school  purposes. 
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G<»  r-«  (M  <M  r-i         ,-1 


i^CT 


Average  salaries  U 
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•  COOOCOOC:0"0  00  O  t^     I   r— 
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Average    No.     of 
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Whole  number. 
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CHESTER  COUNTY. 


Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


'T'  C  -4* 
CC   O 
<M  r-i 


CO  -^  GO  O  O 


ec  ^ 


[Cost  Hchool  h')uye-, 
purchasing,  build- 
int,',  rentin)?,  etc. 


^  n  cTi  o:  n 

Ol  O)  iC  to  CO 


CD  O  (N  t^  O 

O  O  CO  o  -^ 

f-  Q  '^  'O 

r-(  00         «C1 


c:  CO  O 

co.-<  o 

riTf  CO 


jFuel  and  Contingen- 

I  cies. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


N     IPermanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
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CLfeARFIELD  COUNTY. 


Temporary  DeW. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  sch'l  houses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ins,  renting:,  &c. 


Fuel  and  contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


Fri'ju  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lands  and  other 
sources. 


From    State    appro- 
priation. 


Number  mills  build- 
iut:  purposes. 


Ji\imber  mills  school 
purposes. 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount  levied   for 
building  purposes. 


Amount  levied    for 
school  purposes. 
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Cost  per  month. 
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Average  No.  attend- 
ing school. 
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Nu.  learn'g  German.  | 
Number  of  Females. 


Number  of  Males. 


Avtr.  salaries  females 
I  per  month. 


Avi,'.  salaries  males 
per  month.- 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


Average    number  of 
months  taught. 
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Whole  number. 
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Iq     [Temporary  Debt. 

O      j 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
pDrchasing,  bnild- 
ing,  renting,  kc. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Un- 
seated Lauds,  and 
other  sources. 


From  State  appro- 
priation. 

Number  of  mills  for 
building  purposes. 

Number  of  mills  for 
school  purposes. 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount    levied  for 
building  purposes. 


Amount  levied  for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  month. 
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CO  rH  CO  C'i  CC  -:J« 


'ti  o  o  c:  o  o 

-I"  O  «  'M  \C  CO 
o  c^  — .  O  t^  t^ 
»0  (N  O  O  rH  (M 


— I  O-.'  O  —  O  CO 

cp'OCOCO-t'OOCDO'TCCO  c5"  cT^  06'^^  COCO^CD 

ff;  o  c-1  CO  c^  0-1  r—  c  1:^  r-<  r^  c  c  c;  co  cd  co  (c»  c^.-  -j* 
O'^c0t^O0:>0l:^c1'MC0C0rH(y3cc-*c0crcD-l< 

COCOCOODCO'^-^CNrHCqO^tM'^TtilCD'^OOCOrtHCO 


•*iOOt^»O«5*OC0C0oa000C'»ON'*C0C0CD00 


'Ocnotoco-*oococq-i*o> 


COOf-^C-lt^OCOOClcbOOOOOOCO 

IMCO— 't^C0CDOC/:)'*t*rH:D-1«c»C5^^OOO»0 

O<J;C0— ^'.'C'--CDy5CClCO-r-rCDOiCDOCOOCO 

occr^cDo-^ocqco-'i^cc^-^ocoC'i'MC;  x>r— 


(M  r-  ,—  CC  O  O 


:c;oc:cc-?aTj'0'':ooc:o  — 


OSCflCOCOOr-lWCOOCiSOiXCC'OOOOCiOCO 

o  CO  a:  •-  cc  ,-  CO  t,  o  Tp  CO  -i>  -i>  r~  c:  CD  u;  CD  o  CO 

O^i-H^O^^  C^TPt;5r-HCONCO-<3--^CsCO<Mr^OCDrH 
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Average  number  at- 
teudiug  school. 

Number  learning 
German. 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


Avg.  salaries  females 
per  month. 


Avg.  salaries  males 
per  month. 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 
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No.  yet  required. 


Whole  number. 
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COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 
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CO 

CO 


•^ 


'« 
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1^ 
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PQ 


PQ 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


I  Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school   houses, 
purchasing,   building, 
'  rentiufr,  &c. 


o  '^  -—  t» 


CO  O  Ci  <?» 

i-i  o  o  o 


2  Fuel  and  Contingencies. 

H       

H 

H  Cost  of  Instruction. 
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From  Collectors  of  School 
Tax,  Unseated  Landb  & 
■  other  sources. 


From    State    appropria- 
!  tion. 

No.  of  nulls  for  building 
purposes. 


No.    of  mills  for  school 
■  purposes. 


Total  amount  l«vted. 


Amount  levied  for  build- 
1  ing  purposes. 


Amount  levied  for  school 
purposes. 


Cost  per  month 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  scli'l  honses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fn«l  and  contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lands,  and  other 
sources. 


From    State   appro- 
priation. 


•  OO     .000     'OO:     •'f     -OO 


:S  :  :  : 


^00     .C^O     •     .»00»0  0    'r-coo     •Tj*© 


.  O  10     .C*0  r-t 


,    r-f  O       .  CC  I— J 


C^<N  O     "COO 

•  O  -f  CI     .  CO  lO 


CO  (— (  O      •  CD  rH  O 


CO  o  o  o  o  o  t--  »o  • 


)-fo;  0«ci"-'«50"^» 


"'t'Ot^OOi-Hr-iOCOCO'rOCOOOiaiX'C/iO-P^OO'OO 

OOt-050C^1CO»f5C^tO't«*fr-'CO^^X)-^COOOiX)(MC;>5  0 
t-^CAoC'10POC'1CO*^'1"[~~'— ''^■^OitM'— •r-(t^~t"CO'^COd 

fMcoc^co-^coi-iCSCOcoc-iMy:?  M^-^WCOcq       t^o 


OjOOOOOOcOOOOOOOOOOOOOOc 


cxot-^o>ct^'?ooccQ'^'-'r-o 


T^OOOOOOI^-^ 

o;  O  O  1^  o  o; » 

_      _    t-^O»Ct^'?0O' 

Oir-(<MCOt^COO:CI 

r  r-T  '-O'  cfr-T  r^        rH*        CO"  f 

C<»V.-r—  t-t-  >0  O  CO  CO  I 

■  t-(  CO  '•,">  :s  c-l  ^-  01  CO  r*  c 
)  c-i  CO  o  ■-'  CO  Tj<  <  _ 

•  CO  CO  O  CO  CO  (—1  -^  ( 


0000000000000 

O  -H  O  'O  Oi  CO  rH  O  (M  O  O'  O  O 

O'^f-.r-.O*0'^c:c:c/j'T'*fi— I 

CM  <N  CO  CO  -^O^t-  O  O  t^(N  C-l  O 


I  -*  O  ' 


O  CO  00  C-i  CO  O  ■— '  CO  TJ<  CO  C^  CO  •■'>  C^  CI 


O  CO  C^l  ' 


'':  oi  ?^  o 


C^CW-l^CDOOt-^dirHO 
C-— fO'^'— ib-0*-DO 

coi>.c/:jcoa:cD'^-i*o 

COI>-i— iCO'TOtM'MO 


f-H  C-T  01  CO  CO  C^         CO  CO 


a:coc<iooooo**ocococio>p  >otot>-o 


CO  c:  i>.  ■**'i:?^'^  c 


>  CO  o  -^  CO 


.  -^  C-:  O  CO  r-<  - 


rHp^Oi-l-Hi-lr-'C<»r-<{NrHrHC-l 


f-otoc^coo-^c-i 

^  o  o  -o  »c>  ■—  <^  —•  o  co" 
-  --co*-<c^;oc:-t<cco 

Ol  <M  CN  C^  t-H         W  CM 


)t^O^OC^CO*-<C^ 


Total  amount  levied. 


Number  mills  build-  I 
ing  purposes  | 


Number  mills  school 
purposes. 
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Amount   levied   f  0  r 
building  purposes. 


Amount  levied    for 
school  purposes. 


ICost  per  month. 


Avg.  number  attend- 
ing school. 
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No.  learn'g  German.  | 
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Number  of  Males. 


Average  salaries  of 
females  per  month. 


Average   salaries  of 
males  per  month. 


Number  of  Females, 


Number  of  Males. 


Average   number   of 
months  taught. 
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DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 


Temporary  DBbt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lands  and  other 
sources. 


From    State    appro- 
priation. 


Number  rnilTs  build- 
ing purposes. 


Number  mills  school 
purposes. 


Total  amount  leTied. 


Amount    levied   for 
building  purposes. 


Amount    leried   for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  month. 
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No.  learn'g  German. 


Number  of  Females 


Number  of  Males. 


Average  salaries  of 
females  per  month. 

Average  salaries  of 
males  per  month. 


Number  of  Females. 


Number  of  Males. 
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03 


Temporary  Debt. 


Permaneat  Debt. 


:8   :8   ; 


'  t^    •  CO  O    •    •    • 
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Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  build- 
iug,  renting,  &c. 

Fuel  and  Contingen- 
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Cost  of  Instruction. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  schooljhonses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
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Coet  of  Instruction. 
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parchasiug,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 
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Tejuporary  Debt 


Permanent  Debt 


Balance  on  hand 


;;l:    I   o 


Cost  of  school 
hout^es,  purcha- 
sing, building, 
renting,  &c. 


Ftiel  and  Contin- 
gencies. 


C3 
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H     Cost  Instraction. 
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Prom  Collectors  | 
School  Tax,  Un- 
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From  State  ap- 
propriation. 

Ilo.  mills  build- 
ing purposes. 

No.  mills  school 
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Total  amount  le- 
vied. 
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o      Number  of  Females. 


r|2Wg:§s^ss^s|gs:f?5«c^sss5oos 


Number  of  Males. 


Average  salaries  of 
I  females  per  month. 


Averege  salaries  of 
I  males  per  moath. 


!No.  of  Females. 
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JUNIATA  COUNTY. 


m     iTemporary  Debt. 


Penuaneiit  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  schoolhouses, 
purchasiug,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


Frona  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  0n8eat- 
ed  Lands  and  other 
sources. 


Prom    State   appro- 
priation. 


No.  mills  for  build- 
ing purposes. 


No.  mills  school  for 
purposes^ 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount    levied    for 
building  purposes. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand- 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Un- 
seated Lauds,  and 
other  sources. 


From  State  appro- 
priation. 

Number  of  mills  for 
building  purposes. 

Number  of  mills  for 
school  purposes. 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount    levied  for 
building  purposes. 


Amount  levied  for 
school  purposes. 
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C(0"CaO-rdr-tOODC/:j:OCOCOCJiOO:0»OCiOClC5 

ATco'to"         ■^"cf     i-^cocfcfc-T     cfcf     cfcfco'^" 


v>clO:0OC0C:t^l:^t^t.-Cr^00i^o;C0OOC:O 
XCCC^Tt^O^COOCOOSCfOiOCOClClrHOO-^O 

^t^'^-.0OOC:C0CCTt<OO»f?t^c::05r*«OOC100 
C-.  OGOCCC^l^r^— "O'.OClOClC^r^t-OCO  —  t^ 
^^  o  CO  .3*  CI  o  CJ  cc  CO  -r  CO  :o  CI  'r  o  '.o  c;  C?  o  CI  — 


CI  .-I    r-.  CI  «  ri  r 


CI  cq   CI  CI  CO  CO 


:C^~-C0(:^i:ii::O<nt^C?t^C0Xa:ir:Ot^3DC0Or:^ 

'Ocot^cc-?t*acoc>.:c)CO(^:ociQOcCit^t^t^o:o 


(Average  number  at- 
1  tending  school. 


1-5     I  No.  learn'g  German. 

H      


;No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


Average   number  of 
_month8  taught. 
■No.  yet  required. 


O 
o 
M 
O     .Whole  number. 


:--.co'c;cicicco-i*cDOCicicccicot^i>co 

.cOCil— •:oOOCOO-r--Or-'COt^  —  t>.:0-r 
)  COCIrH.(J»»CicCOCO         CO-1*         C0C|t>'.O 


.OCOOOtoCOOCO^.^     <r-iGO 
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^CI^-*<r-.OCC!XOC0O--'T.  CldCOt^COOCOCD 
C4-H         COCOCOC1r-l         dco        dCICD-T 


CO<^  C;LOCr-tCOCCp-<COC1--l---»*OOCCCr-I^CDC/j 
ticOCJ        '~CIC1r-cC0C0C0C0d"ciCO        d<Na>ii 


M  CI  d      •      .  r- 


•    .d    • I Oi 


•Cidr-fCCC:t*tc-^CC>OOr-.-^COClai--'COI 
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■  •  :  •  •  ■  -cgipgua  ;fei;  •  :£  = 
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Permanent  Debt 


Temporary  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


-^  f-"n  ft 


Cost  of  sch'l  houses, 
purchasiuir,  build- 
ing, reutiug,  &c. 


:c  O 
00  .-t 


o  r* 

o  » 

r-i  CO 


Fuel  and  contingen- 
cies. 


COO;^COOQ<M^COr^OC:QDt^OCO'M'MrHM 


c:  cc  ac  QO  o  ■— ' 


O;  r-l  rS  CC  O  Oi 

i-<  Ol  00  »o  O  't* 
...   t'-  O  CO  1^  ■>»  C) 

c^  o  ^  G^  00  :c  CO 


r-l  OO  O  CO  CO  !>.  O'i 
■^  -^  O  CD  O  O  O 
O  t-  t^  W  O  O  00 

c;  I—I  ^  CO  CO  r—  to 


o  o  o  o  iri  c  Q 'o'o  o "o"o  o  o  o  -^  O  O  O  ( 

r-,  ^— ,  ,—  — ,  r-*  r^,  ■■^^  r<i  (— 1  c~i  .-n  r-1  L-^  r^i  d  c^  r^  c^  c^  t 


I  o  c  o  o  o>  o  o 


ICost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lauds  and  other 
sources. 


O   rH 


jC  oooociooooooociooooooooco 

;r--C*MOO'XC<N:OCOC^<MOC:C10Qr--»!Or--''-OC:-f(N 

.  —  CO  C^  O  C-J  CO  ■X'  Cr.  O  t-O  CO  — I   O  t.O  rH  O  sC  O  <??  "M  C  CI  '-C 
JCDTTOl'n'Oi'^JOr-'OiCR'^OCOOiCJlCDCC'O-^C-lC.   OT" 

""cocrt^ 


)  ^  iC  o  < 


I  T»<  o  o  ■^  o  o  -^  « 


?o  o 


CI  '-C  r-  Oi 


t-tC^ONC^oSSDMC^COOOOaGOOi'^i'OOCCCDC: 
CtCOOOC^OOOOO'OCO'OOOr-iCOt-^iOOO'^ClC^COl 
Trcoo"x>cor-r-co*''t^'Xi*-OC,c?;»'^?00>— 'i—i'—  t'-coeoc 


o  oo  o  o  o  o 

o  o  o  o  o  o  o 

't*  CO  'ft  O  C:  CO  ©* 

n-  -.  cr  o  o  -X)  oj 

CD  ^  "^  ^  CD  "O  »• 


O  «0  CI  c:  O  C  00 

«?  a.  CO  -.■■  3  I  ■  ^ 


},— ,iv,„_5f^-;-t.-t.i;^QOi':''J0 


From    state    appro- 
priation. 


■  ■   -,■  ■,-,  ^   .  ,   ^    -.•  -f  —  CD  CO  CO  30  U-.  -*.   --i-  ■--  —  w  w 
COC0«&»*   X>OCOOC0nH00OC0C0CDClOC0C^ 

5t>c:Tt«(Nc^co«Dcoi^or:  ■-OTj*c^i>.^rirrajco'^0'f':o 

j,_TrX"rj<i— .COOCNt^O»».0:©-rr-OCO'^OOOiOCO~    — 
1— idi-HiQ  rH  Clr-lrH  t}«<N 


o  — i  o  o  o  !>■  t>'  'to  ^r  CO  cj  t-  CO  [ 


<  i-H  i>  a:  CO  CO 

I  nH  CO  Cl  r-t  C^  Ca  » 
.  CO  t^  o  *-o  >~ 


—  »o  CJ  ;d  t»  CO  t-  o  *-o  o  »* 


Number  mills  build- 
'  intr  purposes. 
iJN  umber  mills  school 
purposes. 


fi(     |Total  amount  levied. 


OOOCSCOCOOOCOCICOi— ICOOICO 

o  »o  t^  -^  T^'oTr^"  CO  (N  CO  I—"  co~oj' 
x>  t-  o  cr.  CI  ■— I  o  o  >— '  CI  ■tJI  yi  c^ 

coo'^ot-c^oo-i'crcot^'^cc 
»o  -n*  o  CO  ^-  CO  o  CO  -^  oc  o  o  00 

COrnOC^-^'^'^'OCO  COCIiO 


C?         I>.         r-.  CO 


Amount   levied   for 
building  purposes. 


:?3 

■* 

:S 

•J" 

.  CO 

."^ 

c? 

Amount  levied    for 
school  purposes. 


.Cost  per  mouth. 


Average  No.  attend- 
ing school. 


^t-COa:CC^H»CCir-tClCOO(N 


rt  o  "^  cc  t^  O  cc 
CO  C^  C  O  CC  15  .^  ift  t^  O  r-*  o  o 


cr.  t-  Cf:  o  Ci  CO 

CC  t*  Cj  O  Ci  Ci  '«» 

C--  cao  '.-^  -1*  c;  c-  CO 
»c  ^r-  cc  n*  o  tf  -^ 

r-T       (NiC 


■  o;  ■<1<  CO  OS  e 


JC'^Cfloor^r-O^coOcoooo    .Tj^twc^t^txtooo 


^ir-t-tc-^co^^t^sDcocoococ 


'  <n  ( 


I  o;  CD 


<»  lO  !M  O  C:  ! 
CC  O  CO  o-  =-.  I 
Tl<rH  sq        — 


;  1^  ^  (N  —  I^  I 


^  -^  O  cq  o  oo  r-<  c 

1  Oi  rH  rH  r-i  r      ■ 


•  r-  O  as  IM  O  >-' I~ 


No.  learn'g  German.  | 
Number  of  Females 


Number  of  Stales. 


Avg.  salaries  females 
per  mouth. 


Avg.  salaries  males 
per  mouth. 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


Ot-diT**TfCOCOr-«£^COODCOCCOC'~:D  —  0;{N0:c0^'COC/:i'0 


0:COOi»00»C»OOS^-r-rCOCOCOCC  lO-^COtMCOr-* 


I  CO  CO  ^  C^  (M  * 
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OTfOOOCOOCO'" 
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CdOlCl'C'O'ilt^COCOrHO'^      .CDi— <CO»O^'^'^00^rH«0r-^CD      •>O«Or-'0iC0C0»» 


coococ:*c^w3toco^o    .Csiio^q^Tfo 


O      .  CO  CO  CS      .C^  "^ 


40      . -^  rH  O      .  CO  GS  »0  Tj*  Ci  rH  t-- urs  r»  rH     •  «  i-H  i-l  W  rH     •  ■^ 


Average   number  of    t*t^t^^{/)^^cxeooico'<T-^'<:}<Oicoco»ct^t-«>osos'*'<»*t*as    .^t^oo-^jiostotc 
months  taught. 


No.  yet  required.        j  "^    :   :   :*^    :   ;■-"-* 


Whole  number. 


Cie^Ci'^C<O**Oe0t-tt*-C0-^-fl>-'»00OC0»00St^>000OOt*      .■^COC?r-<Q050C0 


:  j<] 


•.%l 


fH«CO^OCOt'XO^Or^!MCO'f-0(Cr*QDC?10'^<MCOM*0''-Or^cr^C^O— 'C^IOTt***^ 
i  f-"r<r-.F-(rHrHi-lr-(.-.rlWCT(MMM(NemMMC^COCOCO  CO~CQ  05 
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I— 
Eh 


H 

O 
a 


P 


Temporary  Debt. 


Permwent  Debt. 


'Balance  oa  hand. 


Cost,  of  sch'l  housci, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  contlngen- 
ctes. 


(Cost  of  Instruction. 

J 

From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lands  and  other 
sources. 


From    State    appro- 
priation. 


--  to  00 


O  Cr.  C  CM  CC      .  O 


O  «>  O  CK  M 


COO 

O  O  ' 


, f  O  c:  -<       O  o  < 


o  o  o  o  ^ 

D  C  C.  «  « 
e  o  —  c:  o 
""      t-  fc  .-1 


•^  re  ^  yi  -^  c.  ^  a.  T  yf^ 
>-':  —  c;  ^J  r->  y^  '-o  '^  t~- v 


^O  £  o<5 


■*  IM  -<  "  fo'  =■'  '- 


tr  «:•  o  .—  o  C-. 

^  ?3 1^  i 


C4  t^  OC  —  a:  ' 


:  CO  -r       5C  —  —  : 


'  o  ot 


■  -^^.-OOOOOOCOOOOWOOOOOOOOCD 
C:00«i-'^'-'TOOOO'..2  0000r-OOOOOOCOt^ 

CCOO».'^O<MC^OC^00t^O'>'O-?*'?'CG0C'OaJO^O»0 
KO^OOOOCCJCC.  t^oDoOCOC-'roncCOOOC;  KacCg— • 


N  O  C-1  — '  O  O  C  C'l  •?!  O  —  ' 


:— ;20-'OCC  —  not 


t^o»-'3<»ooO'<J'r-'0'rooo^c*oc>:o'~«2^^ 

-t«.*o^e<coot^«'^0'^xooor^coocoo3ccc».'^c^c^K3 

—    .____-_    _     I  o  1.7  ^1  ^1  cc  o  ^  o  ~^  c;  -^  cc  5c*  •* 

r  r^r^-^  i-Ti-J"  .-To' 


1  ^  cc  r-  <; 


0':o»f:c;c:c:r:c^^t-rI 


>--?  'f  o  ' 


iQOOiOOOOO-^ciD 

«  —■  e-1  --o  r;  r:  •*  cc  t~  __ 

(-H  c;  t^  X  c.  ^  .-  --  X  ^  i 


cc  ^  ^1  -o  C':  ?r  rt*  cc  t^  00  cr.  cc  »-"  c;  -f  r^  to  ^  r^  o  L*  cc  c:  C-.  o; 
"  c .  ^  .—  --  X  ^  i.t  o  'x;  --  M  CO  »o  CO  w  :^^  c^  c':  o  '-^  o 

-T  C^  !-i  r—  C^  (M  rH  rH  r-  C:  -^  i-»  r-  -^  -1« 


d  St 

^  p.  o 
S  ij  J, 
O  t^  <30 

io  coco 


j.^  :  -cps 


daoa    :3oa>c 

CCCCJxCCtJQ 


S  i  >  ~  :2  1  ^ 


-5  -'  -'  -S  :^  --5  -£-.^  ^^^^^^ 
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rempor&ry  Debt 


Permanent  Debt. 


Bal&noe  on  hand. 


Cost  of  schoolhonses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


.  CD  (N    •  ■*  o  ^* 


•00  •«< 

•  O  to 


"SO  o 


M     -r*    'r1 


OO      •OO»0t;3O»CO 


>  £  o  •*  ■*  o  o 


{Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


ICoBt  of  Instraction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lands  and  other 
sources. 


C:  O  O  O  O  00  O  CO  O  tOOCOOOOOtn^Cr-^OOCO  OCfi  t^  O  O  OO    "•  o 

i-<«:oc>icc»^t^coowOTC;oot^o-i«t^tMc.aiOO^^c:cco    "O 

^O         OWOO-I^OrHaOOOCCfiosOC'lMr^-T^OCSOO         O0CD»Cr-'QO     .o 
?gCT  (SI  r-H  r-l         ri  CO  rl  (N  <N  CM  ^  rH  i-l  r-<      •  00 

"O  CC  O  O  O  O'cTo'O^C:  0"0  C  CTC^'o^'O  O  O  0"0  O  0"0"0"0  O  CO  o* 
r-.OOOOOOOOOOOOOOC50IOOOOOOOOOOOOCOO 

:c-r-ro— *'MO"fO-lcoOfMw5i;tO— 'Otr:o5COO^-f-*«occ:C'OOCoo 
■•^co'C'^^oioX'r^-r^Di.oo;  —  wcoco^Di— ■■*TCiocc^^i-.i*i--xjxc;c^ 

t:3t-C<)C^COOX><X>:£>«>*:?0"<roOCOt-COC^CCOOCOOO<OCOOOC:vDCDCDt*C 
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CO  '-C  t^  I^  ^t  »r;  CO  -1-  >1  C  ^  CC'  i^":  r-t  t-  O  O  O:  (N  C^  C-I  O  -1*  ■*  01  C.  .'T  C  C  C;  CO 
'-CC!Nc^r-iC^O<O:0C)0^C0C0O;C0«QC^Xc;a3C0Ot*r-t00Ot*C^00t^'* 


From    state   appro- 
priation. 


1    »OOCO^-— 'C/DaO..T>Ct^OCOCO-i*0-i*  O  «0  C-l  r-*  O  O  O  OOi.O  CO  C  O  Cfl  ^-  o 

^c;r*>-'S'iiO'^o^cMcoooo^-3'50cflcNc5o04r50-^cr.(Nco»:jocoC'1o 

'-t*COO)COCPCOC3300C050if^.Or^CI0500COOOr:-1«t.-— ^r^O:'-''NCO— '-.i* 

^c^<NC^coi--^a:oc<i<o»c5  50t..r^«o-^'^»oa30s-#cjo>QCOtcao'X>aooo?D 


Number  mills  build- 
ing purposes. 


Number  miUs  school 
purposes. 


Total  amount  levied. 


wcO':ocoo;t^cooco» 
^  o  c^^o  :b  CO  o~e^'c:"r^o"o"ol 


cDococot.-cO'o  —  oo>co:o» 
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•CO:  C0C0pH*0O-3*p-H<r.a0;0O'C'VC0C^C^CiOC^!N00rH-.^O.—  t^OOt-o 


Amount    levied    for 
building  purposes. 


ixQonnt    leried    for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  mcmth. 
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Average  number  at- 
tending Bohool. 
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No.  leam'g  German. 


Number  of  Females 
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S85 


o— .-i»TO:oooo»coDcoco^ii 

rH^OO-^O".  OCliCC^C.COCO' 


Noouber  of  Males. 


Average    salaries  of 
females  per  month. 


-OSt^-T— .OOCO'Or-lCM( 

^c»aot^co'?io^cico;0( 

r-l  rH  r-C(M  IN  rH  , 


Average    salaries   of 
males  per  month. 
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'—  o  o 
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locococococoe^-vco 
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Number  of  Females. 
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Number  of  Males. 


Average   number    of  | 
months  laut;ht. 
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iJo.  yet  required. 


Whole  number. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


'Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  sch'l  honses, 
j  purchasing,  build- 
;  ing,  renting,  &c. 

(Fuel  and  contingen- 
i  cies. 


r 


^     tCost  of  In3tni«tion. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseac- 
ed  Lands  and  other 
soarces. 

From  State  appro- 
priation. 


il> amber  mills  build- 
ing pui-potes. 
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MONROE  COrXTY. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 
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MONTOUR  COUNTY. 


ITemporarjr  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balajiceon  hf.nd. 


Coat  of  sch'l  houses, 
pnrchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Un- 
seated Lands  and 
other  sources. 


From    State    appro- 
priation. 

"Number  of  mills  for 
I  building  purpo8es^_ 
,Nmnber  of  mills  for 
!  school  purposes. 


Total  amount  levied. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 
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From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lands  and  other 
sources. 


From  State  appro- 
priation. 

Nor  mills  for  build- 
ing purposes.         _^ 

No.  mills  for  school 
purposes. 


Tctcl  amount  levied. 


Amount    levied    for 
ibuildittg  purposes. 


Amoeat    levied    for 
school  purposes. 


Ko.  ef  Females. 


Ko.  of  Males. 


:Av«rage  salaries  of 
j  females  per  month 


Average  salaries  of 
males  per  month. 

Ko.  ef  Females. 

No.  ef  Males. 
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SULLIVAN  COUNTY. 
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M     iTemporary  Debt 


M 

O     I 

H     Permanent  Debt 


Balance  on  hand 

I 

[Cost  of  school 
I  houses,  purcha- 
giug,    building, 
renting,  Stc 

Fuel  and  Con- 
tingencies. 


iCost  Instruction. 
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From  Collectors 
of  School  Tax, 
Unseated  Lands 
&  other  sources 

From  State  ap- 
propriation. 


No.  mills  build- 
ing pui'poses. 

No.  mills  school 
purposes. 

Total  amoHnt 
levied. 


c.  •-:  -r  '*  t^  '-T  I 


•  O  «>  O  -**  CO 


•  :3  o:  r^  o;  t^  t^  0--1*'0 

?  <r.  ^1  o  r^  CO  '^  -f  t^ 
)  C  o  c:  :o  (X  TO  --^  ^  I 


T   -.O   =   t~  r-.  Cl    -.  t-  ^  O    a^  -1> 


..-  cc  I-  -r  -M  :t  -f"  ■ 


Amonnt     levied 
for  buildinjj 
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jNuiiiber  learn- 
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INo.  of  Females. 


INo.  of  Males. 


Average  sal's  fe- 
males ^  month 


lAverage  salaries 
:  males  ^  month. 


INo.  of  Females. 


INo.  of  Hales. 
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mouths  taught. 
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Whole  nnmber. 


SC  J.  .  •  1-  1~  cc  t~  O  -!•  ^  IM  C^ 

<o:or*oooco-3'0»QOp-!QO 


cccc'c?cDO^^"^.^coaoc^cot.- 


.  r^  rr  CO  —  cc  CI  t^  --  CI  z 

;-t';ocooooiaoccM'^f-i 


£^000:CC'-'01t^OCCC0C<lf-» 


-j;cc«£^ooocooo 
co-pt^c^c-rc:oc:50 

co-rcc'-ccc.  coct-c^ 


o  o  o    .  o  c  o 
coo    .  o  c  o 


o  r^  o    .  cc  o  o 


^r..-1*r-it>.c1t^-^(Nic 


<C4^      .„  PM  rH 


:  CO  CC  y?  -*  ■'J'  -r 


o>o>Ci-4<ior~'V'^,niQa4r-i 


:  p  g-o 


1 «  ■ '  &.••"' 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 
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TIOGA  COUNTY. 
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femporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


iBalance  en  hand. 


Cost  school  houses, 
I  purchas's,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel   and   Contin- 
I  genciee. 


:Cost  Instraction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Un- 
seated Lands  and 
other  Murces. 
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UNION  COUNTY. 
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fQ     jTemporary  Debt. 


'permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  baud. 


Cost  of  school  i  'Hses, 
pnrchasing,  b'lild- 
ing,  renting,  ^c. 


Fuel  and  CoDtius;en- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 
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YE^^ANGO  COUXTY. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  band. 


Cost  ofschool  boasei, 
pmclia»injr,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Un- 
seated Lauds,  and 
otJjer  sources. 

From  Slate  appro- 
priation. 

I'Knuiber  of  mills  for 
I  buildiusr  purposes. 
|Jfuiiil>er  of  mills  for 
I  school  purposes. 


^      Total  amount  levied. 
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Aroonnt    levied    for 
school  purposes. 

Cost  per  raonth. 

Average  numljer  at-  i  S  J;;  n  ;;  ■=  ;;  .^  5  ,t  ^2  c  -^  ,~  —  ^  c.  2  '■f, 
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No.  of  Females. 

5g^?;?.^|g.^^=?;,^ 

Xo.  of  Males. 

Avg.  salaries  females 
per  month. 
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5""    .^,„^„„^.,..« 

Avg.  salaries  males 
per  month. 

ceo    .0    .    .ot-.coc    .    . 

No.  of  Females. 

No.  of  Males. 

Average   number   of 
months  tauirlit. 
No.  yet  required. 

Whole  number. 
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;  CI  -r  .-  ?7 
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5 


GO 


Pi 


Temporary  debt. 


Permanen   dobt. 


Balance  on  baud. 


Cost  of  scbool  hmisos, 
puicbasini,',  build- 
iuf,',  lontiug,  &t. 

Fuel  and  Coutiugeu- 
I  cics. 


Cost  of  instruction. 


Fr.ini  C.illcctc.rs  of 
Scliiiol  Tiix.Uu-pat- 
cd  Lauds  and  otber 
.sources. 

From  S^tate  appro- 
pria'ion. 

Number  of  mills  for 
i  buildinij  purposes, 
ftumber  of  mills  for 
'  school  purposes. 

[Total  amouut  levied. 


Amount    levied    for 
1  baildiug  purposes. 


•  e-i    ■  —  —  =■.-» 

:  •»     ;  r-  rH  r^ 


ct  o  o 
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■s  o  o 
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•-0  5?  ?^ 


fie     ;     ;  ;     ; 
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•  f-^  CI      .  CO  CI      •  T< 


Cost  per  month. 


ci  c.  c-  o  T  o  CO  T  CO  '^  o  ^  'jc  o  ;;.  '.c  t.0  o  CJD  c  o  c  ^  1^  ■-■;  ic  o 

Amount    levied    fer  !  [2  .7  ':5  ^  S;  S?,  5  ^  g  g  g  =  J  ^  5f  -1  S  ^  J;  g  g  g  g  ^  g  =  '^  '* 
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lO-r.—  OOOr^^COC^C;  •OCl'rccC'tO»CC:OCT:CO:ccrr--rr-io-.C 

ini'  school.  I 


Xo.  learn'i;  German. 
Xo.  of  females. 

No.  of  males. 


CJ  i-i  L^  d  O;  CO  CO  Oi  CC  CJ  r-(  I 


la.  «3'rcoC4:DaococDCOci 


Average   salaries  of 
females  per  mouth. 


Average   salaries  of 
males  per  m.iuth. 


No.  of  females. 

No.  of  males. 

{/)"     [Average  number  of 

►J      ■  months  tautjbt. 

O     'No.  yet  required.       | 

o      Whole  number. 
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o  o  -^  'O  —  f^  t^  -»•  :0  —  CO  :d  00  t.O  OD  Ol  --  O  CO  x>  o  en  01  o  'O  '.r  CO  p- 
C^lOIClCJdCldCICJCICICICIMCIClCICOCICICOCICICICiCIClCO 


6    •£=...    .00 

.    .CO    .0    .0    .    .0    .    .   .-J*    .   .    • 

:  :^fi  :^  is  :  :§  :  :  is  :  :  : 

Qoci'.-:»cc-«<«cto-wc 

Jtooio:'*'f:coo»«50oeo're'3oo«ci 

rH     If-ti-l      •     I     I     I  pH  Q 

:  :„pH  jo  ir-  :  :«  :  :  jr-  :  :  : 

CO^<3CDOO'«t*'<^'<t*COe0^r*^if30lOV'^CD^CDCO-trc.  GOCOi 


.ceicoor-ie^coi~500i-4i»o«aiei5i-ii-it-t-.«<oi 


■  CO  to  C»  t-  pH 


^  S J. 


^- S  =  S  c3  : 

g  bs  =  ^ -5  =  ? 
.^  I  5  5  =;  ^~  '' 


pNCI5Q^c;wt-.(^o:G:r-'C»co-^o<ot— xo;Cp-cico^*o^r~-co 


302 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


Fnel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


.  .  w  —  CO  M  O  C  (^  --  Cl  1  ,  w 

o  c/:  lO  *>>  o  !>•  o  '■-c  I-  t^  r^  -^j  cc  Oi  'J^  ''?  a;  csi 
(M  -r  c -    -  - 

4&«C 


Cofit  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lands  and  other 
sources. 

From  State  appro- 
priation. 


C  C'O  O  O  O  O  CO  c-  o  o  o  o  o  o  o'o 
ocoooooooooooo^o  oo 
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r-l  r-1  CO  i-t  r~i  i-i 
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C.  C  O  CO  ^  C-1  G-l  CC  !M  (>»  C-^  O  X"  C  "C^O 
C^CCl--IMXT-*'riCOGSO»CCJCCCQ-^I> 


iNaiJiooi"  mills  bnild- 
I  ing  purposes. 
iNnmher  mills  school 
purposes. 

Total  amount  levied. 


Amount    levied    for 
building  purposes. 
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Amount    levied    for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  month. 


Average  number  at- 
tending school. 

No.  learn'g  German. 


Number  of  Females 


Number  of  Males. 


Averao^e    salaries  of 
females  per  month. 


Average   salaries  of 
males  per  nioiith. 


Number  of  Females. 


Number  of  Males. 


Average  number   of 
months  tauL'ht. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  oa  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  building, 
renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingencies. 


■rt     •     •  Oi-l 


c:  Ci     .  oi  o  rf. 
.-co    ".^  o  ^ 

e&co    •     (M  — 


J  CN  t^  y- 

•  QC  CI  O 

:  c^  CD  CO 


'  O  CO  t^  C5 
.  TT  rr  tC  t* 

1  O  Oi  o  t^ 
H  r-t  CC  CO  rH 


12 


Coat  of  Instrnetioa. 


From  Collectors  of  School 
Tax,  Unseated  Lands  & 
other  sources. 


From    State    appropria- 
tion. 

Wo.  of  mills  for  building 

purposes. 
No.  of  mills   for  school 

purposes. 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount  levied  for  build- 
ing purposes. 


Amount  levied  for  school 
purposes. 

Cost  per  month. 


Average  number  attend- 
ing; school. 
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No.  learning  German.       | 


No.  of  Females. 
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No.  of  males. 

Average   salaries  of  fe- 
males per  month. 

Average  salaries  of  males 
per  month. 

No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


Average  number  months 

taught. 
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WAYNE  COUNTY. 


n      Temporary  Debt. 


Perniiiiieut  Di^bt. 


•4      Balaace  on  hand. 


;Cost  of  sch'l  houses, 
[  pui'chasiii!;,  liuild- 
,  iiig,  reutiu}.',  &c. 

i  -  -' 

:Frtf-l  and  Cmitiufjeii- 
;  cies. 


^     |Cost  of  Instruction. 

) 

IFnira    Collectors    of 
Sell. i.il  Tax,  Unsoat- 
2        ed  Laud.s  and  other 
;Xi       sources. 


«     .OOO     'CO     '^     .«o 


•  O     •  O     .-P     'O 

•  O      •  O      •  O      'OS 


.  00  C:  O      .  -? 
!  r-i  tc  O     •  t^ 


mo    ; o ■* 
•2  M    •to  — 


■  o  r—  »^  r^  c;  -*.  c 
;  o  o:  >.T  N  OS  cc  o 

'  o  -r  c;  t^  t*  r^  ?» 


■tO-fC   COCOOCl 

;i<9coo:ot:ooo 

•  "i^  a:  O  QC  (M  o:  C:  'M  "M 

•  -f  c  •-■.";  ^  -»■  c  t»  s-J 


—  e  c  o  c  I-:  ^ 


t^  ot  c  c  o  r^  c  c-i  f-H  t^  —  —  c  "i  c'  <^  x^  71  T  i'':  5  o  o  b:  '^  o 
—  o  c  '?^  V-  c:  tr  c  c  t;  -»•  I '  -r  c-i  '*  7^  c;  c  -^  c^J  o  .—  ■M  -M  o 

^  CO  6i  (N  r-"  - 1  M      *   r-  ^  '     r^  r-  I^  C^»    **  .^      "  CO  O 


wooooooocaco:coooccooc;coocr^<x)0 
'T  -^  o  (>ic^  r:  -3  «_-  1^  '/■  .-r  -/;  c:  c;  o  oo  ^?  '-r  i^  o;  'O  'O  cc  c  '"■c  c 


:  <M  r>  CO  c  r — re 


t^  o  c'  c;  o  c  cc  t^  ^  c;  t^  c  t*  'O  :o  o  '~  c-i  r-H  uo  c-J  c  ^  ^  i^ 

f^  —  o  ».o  ~  o  TO  c:  (M  c;  C-.  -—  .*  .—  1^  ••>  c\  c:  CO  lo  ^  o-i  'O  'O  ^- 

OI  T  C-4  O:  O  ^  01  -H  C*l  C  ^  C;  X  CO  to  :D  '.C  1^  '«  ^  ^  CD  oi  -^  o 

oi  rr  t*  '^  x>  cc  X  5:  ■+  CO  -r  rM      r^  -t  -^  i-o  t—  c-i  c;  c^  co  cr.  o^  c^ 

i-T  r^       eo  i-T  r-T       rn'       rn"  in" 


From    Ptate    ajjpro- 
priation. 

i< umber  niiUs  build- 
!  in;.'  purposes. 

Number  mills  school 
i  purpose.*. 


'•.oro^-.-'tD.-^'M-rtDoo^-i'co-cor^-fO  —  c:a:;oit--i--a'j-, 

.C^t-C^COOCr.-l'*-:J<COCCCO-l'N05DCCCOtO«C^«5«:-^01-f-f         n 

tO't<c:o-f*c-i:D-fc::or.-r..t^-p:0'-— 'CiC'iiMoo'M-*.   I  c/5 
^  -    ^  O  C:  -^  r-H  -f  iro  w  'O  r        -  — "  ^ — 1    — 

.  r-l  (M  r-.  (N         p-i  r-i 


0^05t..r-OC:-^r-i-fiCw'0r-ir-l>Dl^aDC0' 


0  GO  lO  C  >0  CO        -^ 


(N         ,-1  CO 


.  N  O  M  N     .  m 


.Amount;     levied    for 
•ju-..iiug  t.arposes. 


^  fi,      TotHl  amouut  levied. 


K 
GfQ 


Amount    levied     for 
I  school  purposes. 

ICost  per  mouth. 


'  —  t^  :r:  CO  C.  1 


i-«-oxc  =  'Oi~o:oNcc-.  «CC0.SC0C1CO 
.  cc  o^  C1  c;  c-  '^  -^  oi  o  —  t^  c;  o)  x 


l^  ^  C.  CO  'X>  c:  c: 
j  (>i  01  'j::  I 


:0  I—  t^  <Xj 

c:  t*  'C  CO 
(M  ..«— 

—  c*c- 


.  <c    .  CO  (/:  d  o  - 


•  -W  CO  ^  C  CO 


'  X  CO  CO  I-  t^  C'  <M  CVO^ 

r         r-T         r-T         r^TcO 

•  CO  Ol      .  CC  O  -r  CO" 

.  c^  ca    .  C^  O  0^  w 


• ,:;;    .  ti  '.o    •    •    *    .  ffi  -.f    .  CI  r-.  I-.  CO 

.-«  t^  CO  »o  ex  I--  -T*  Cl  '^  c:  O  CO  t*  ^  O  .—  -1*  O  oo  (N  CO  '-D  :o  .^  '-•! 


CO  '^  CO  —  '.•!     I    O 

cj  ?:  '.0  t-^  "^      01 


iOO.-*-fr-r^COXCCOO:Ot^t*OOCO-rOC;COCJ 

'0  0iodoiccocccor-cooc^>oc::cOf-cic;<o.—  cO"^«3.o-r 
c  I-  CD  >.o  -.o  c;  o  c.  CO  t^  r-  'O  rr  ec  CO  :c  X  c^  o  f—  ac  i^  T  r-  ^-  o 

CD         r-«  "^  t^  c/;  .—  t^  C:  X  CO  O  CC         r^  -**  -r  CO  O:  CO  -t*  O  cr.  OC  CO  r-l 


" CD  r^  (At't^  CO  -^*  lO  c^  t>  '0  CD  CO  cc  <y.  c;  CO  CO  C4  c/:  o  c;  o  'O  ^-  CD  ic 


CD  •!•  la  I-  <;  O  CO  > 


lOCOCTCOCDOr^t^CDCD^CC 


Icc'-O'Ot^'OCMr-oicccccc:  '0*i*:o  —  c^c^occt^t'sooococc 
cdNirir-  —  e:i~co!D-r-T';oe2co<N-*c"r-<oi;DC^'*i0  2;ic:tN 

'No.  learu'g  German.  {   .■;:::;;;:.■;.■.■.■;:::  I  ::.::  I  : 


I  '  i'M-rcocoo.'^-cccO'-C'ir..r^cocDot-oo<— 'C^oococ'ii>"Oc 

I  icoc^coooTNci^cDccxc;  —  r->c^ot^o^^>c^ioaDcxJ^oo•■ 

lNulnber  of  Females,  h^      '^      rlrHr^CO.-" 


H  ^  IN  rH  CO  rl  CO 


Number  of  Males. 


Avg.  salaries  females 
per  mt'iitli. 


Avg.  salaries  males 
per  month. 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


rt^COr- .CD-rO"T~.  •OOOcOJCDXIMO'crcDCO'OI' 


ojooccoc^c-icrcoc  ~  ~  ooooccooooooo 

O  C^    OOl  OC^CCOt^-j:.—  C    C    r   C:OiOOOOOO'^t^OO 
^»OOOCCO^^^C:»OC;  COC  CDO'NC•1^-COCD^— ^CO^tOCD 


N  — .  C^  r^  (M  IN  C<  C<I  ^1  Oi  i-.  01  0-1  >—  01  C^  IN  CM  C 

•  ecccrcc^oco.C'O  o"^.  o  ' 

.  C  C  O  UO  ".O  O  'O  CO     .0010      .  o 

.CDt^r^-fC-rOlCO      Ic^rCcO      -CO 
•OJOICOOICOCOXCO      .COC^CO      .CO 


1  eq  IN  oq  (N  IN  — 

o  c  o 


<CO^iCa:CO"COOCOCDC;-1^r-Hr-ia;  t>.-*'<NC01^COC0  —  rHCO 


•      •      •eOCO'^INTtOniNOI      .  —  r^r-l      .r-l      .      ..-cO<l      •       .  t~  rl  r1 
Ot^OCD'5j<OCCCDOCOr...t.t*COCDt^t^^i;5COt*COCOCO^t' 


Averaifp   uiiuiber    of 
mouths  tau:,'ht. 
Nil.  yet  required.         |  '"'    : 

Whole  number.  OSr-i-lONWtDQOClC-  -^  OO  •r5r-lrHT(<<»-l<N«t^cO<»-<t'«(N 


,r1     '    •a<l    •    .,-< 


:  s  :  s  2'^  • 


d  =  — 


■r  ^  .!>li   S 


a  a 


„t;3    =    C-_--—    =^=  ■      ■    !^  ~    ~    0^    -  ^    -.    i-    y.    ^    7i 

i.HNco'^»3cct*Xc;Cr-c>ico-f»ocDt^coa;P^iNco-i««cccD 

r-.,^r^P^r.,r-ir-irir-ir-i''~4e<C4INC4C^^ 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand 


jost  of  school  houses, 
purcliasiaif,  build- 
ing;, reutinif   &c. 


■net  and  Continjren- 

1)68 


lost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lands  and  other 
sources. 


From  State  appro- 
priation. 

Number  of  mills  for 
buildiugf  purposes. 

Number  of  mills  for 
school  purposes. 


—.':■'  S  o; 
«  <»^  .1 

o  o  t^  c 

I-  =  C-1  t^ 

i^  CO  —  OS 


O  00  o  c* 
5<I  ~  O  O" 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount    levied     for 
building  purposes. 


Amount   levied    for 
school  purposes. 

Cost  per  month. 


Average  number  at- 
tending school. 

Jfo.  learn'g  German. 


Jfo.  of  Females. 


O)  »C  O  "M 
-1*  r^  O  N 


tfo.  of  Males. 


Average  salaries  fe- 
males per  month. 


Average  salaries    of 
males  per  month. 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


Average' number   of 

months  taught. 

JNo.  yet  required. 


^  C^l  N  N 

o  o  o  o 
c  o  o  o 

''^  'o  »o  CO 
M  ;cco  c^ 
«& 

t-.  1.-:  (M  fH 


U     i  Whole  number. 


a  :  : 


•.-<  01    r-  r-i 


•  CO  .—  O  o  ":  O 

•  r»  CO  o  c^  r^  c 


•  UO  CO  t^  cc  CO  uc 
.  CO  0»  C;  O;  -»*  (M 

i  CO  OD  CD  .-.  t*  CO 


^^  .--t^COOO-J* 


'  t^  ^  ^'  CO  O  O 

•  CO  CO  CI  lO  t^  -^ 

•  a.  oo  -f  ^  -^  CO 

•  ..f  CO  «  C  O  IM 


■  CO  .-  -I*  C  -^  CO 

■  r..  rp  -.J^  CO  o  o 

•  CO  CO  CI  >0  r^ P 

•  cr.  cc  -f  — '  -f  00 
'  .^  00  (M  O  to  O^ 


r-(   .  -f  ^  Cq  CO  CO  ( 

i-H   .  0-.  CO  C  t^  CD  C 


r-   .  CJ  O  CI  ex  t-  O 
I-H  .r-ldrHOrir-l 


:-  ■  p— '  CO  <^  t^  O  «> 


'':   •  C  C7S  CD  t^  CO  o 


o'co" 

O  CO 


•  O  CO  o  o  o  o 


•o  c  o 
CO    Icocococococo 


'  rt  oD  «  CO  t..  la 


«    .«  -HNN  la  p< 


■T      •  (D  CO  •*  CO  t-  CO 


•O      .COOS^.—  lOCO 


I  :  :  :  :5.=-  5ji 


a  ? 


a2  a  a 

■5  =  2  "£  ;= 

rHCICO'^'C^COt^cOacOr- 


I  _o  c^  iS  w  ,2  ; 


c  g   ; 

^  eo  h-  00 
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C3 


w 


o 

H 

CD 


C/3 


ITemporjiry  Debt. 


iPernianent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, reutiug,  6lc. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


•  05  o     .  O  .-I 

•o  o    .00 


■  <N      .         r^ 


:  :  :  :  :S3 


•CO      •  O  OCC  -I*  to  O  r-  O       -Ot*      ..-I 


o  'O  r-  o  c:  o  t>  o 

o  cc  i^  t^  c:  o: ' 
O  r-  i-*  o:  t-  r     ■ 
«b  Oi  rp      .1-1         »—  t^  ri 


.Or-i-^OIt-i-'CO^      .r-io 


i  00 

N  CO      I  Jl< 


^  iN  <3;  c;  o  c^  ■^  o  V:'r- 1-"  ■ 


•  O  O  OCfl  CO  o 
.  o  o  o  00  Oi  o 


•  O  C  O  O  OD  O 


iy:  f--  O  O  O  O  OC  O:  O 


t^i-:CCC0O00^'^t^CC-lfOC(M>::C0X''.'?C:OOOtCClO'?CrH 

o  CO  cio  rp  r-  cc  ix  TT  c:  cc  fT^  c:  ci  rr^  o  ct  CO  -T  t^  c-j  ""   ~  -~  ■-  "■' 


OCtC-<         (N»C:r^CO  r-'r-iM'Ti-*'      CO 


.-,,_,  O   ^  'C  <M  CO  ■ 
^  T-«  IM  CM  00  GS  CO  r-i 


00  tf  L-^  CO 


Coat  of  Ittstruction. 


oocoocooooo<cooooc;ooc'oooo»cooo-*«oocoo  000 

OOOC^Oc^OOCOCr-iOtOCMOrpCOCC>JOOOqCOOOCOO(NO  OOO 

r-  CI  c:  a:  '^  O  C  o  >c  »~  t-  c;  -t*  C'l  CO  o  -x;  CO  c  CO  cr.  00  c:  o  cr.  CO  Oj  o  CO  -^  Ti  Tt<  o  -^  <M 

•.^  >o  ciO  CO  -r  t-  »-*  ctj  'ft  '.c  c  t-  c  c:  »c  CO  ?c  t-  c:  I— '  .rt  -7-  o  C  'Xi  u;  o  CM  c/-^  CO  i-H  t-  c  r-  C^ 

»f^  c  c^  ^  ^  •--  c-1  -T  (>»  -!■■  o:  •::  0^  c^  *!::  .-<  --T  o;  c-1  o  (N  CM  CM  CI  o  <»  '*'  r-i  t^  -^  'f:  00  1-.  a.  i-- 


Fiom  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Un- 
seated Lands,  and 
other  sources. 

From  State  appropri- 
ation. 


.  <a^  <. 


■  o  ■ — P  —  I 


:-  x-  cc  o  c-  ' 


■— 'CO-ftOOlX»  —  toci-^ 
'^f—  '^COCO^-'M'0^^- 
»0^—  C^"-TCOCOC^1CCO^C■ 
'^  Cq"         i-To^"        C^'  rH  ^"  C4"  f-T       r-T        r-T  r-"  C^*"  r-T  r^' 


O  O  O  C:  ^  < 


;  O  «-"  CI  CO  O         O  a:  -^ 


a:^^'-'rfcc:c;CO«0"5'Cioi:--CTC^OC:'rcoc.o 

Cl  c-1  «  0  o  c-3  c^i  10  i>.  -x.  cr.  a:  i'j  r--  a:  -^  t-^  ci  *o 
c;>ir:coc^-rco'^^a;^c/j'^^*~o-^"^(Mco 
«:^l--G^UOr—  COt-'CCMf—  a!■^ci:JTt^c^"v■c:oc• 


o  o  o 
O  -^ooo 
Of-** 
i-HCOW 


I  n-c>i(MnHr-iccoc-ic:-i*(:r.  cococoo'OoooO'Ccoa-.CiCMt-.iMcs^co^cMro  -t«.-iTT< 

I  i-Ht-ooa.  r^»c^co>i'C-5a:c^ut-C^;ocoi>.i-<oit^cot-(NGOCqi-»CD»^oaOr-«^  oot^t* 

I  oiM---fcocO"*"Ti*coh-t>.coooc<i':o-i<rrocococot^aDc<ic<if-t»o  -^koo  —<  o  to  tj*  oi  -f  t— 

I  i-C  ■^COOCOCOt^f—  COOiO*t*-^Or-"'OOOi— <OO"^C7i00O0i-*C00iOC000  CiCO 


Ji umber  of  mills  for  1 
buildiug  purposes.     ' 

i^  umber  of  mills  for  I 
school  purposes.        { 


CO  CM 
I-'  CO 


cococoo  cocooc^o-^ 
"olo^o  bo  CO  o~i-^'(N  ' 


c^ 


<'^cO"*'Tt<co»oofl050cocoeoooc;0'^<MW5 
na5^^aro^«-^"r-' CD  o  r—  —  <M  — ■  o  o  rH  t--"c<»~tfr" 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount    levied  for 
building  pui-poses. 


Amount    levied   for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  moDth. 


Avg.  number  attend- 
ing school. 


^■IajG^C2l>-t^O5'1'--^C0Ot*»0CDi-HO'0Of-H?^C^iCC0C'JOOl>.ici 

c-jOir-ico  —  o'-oo'^o*ccO'-t--fCMi-':oco— "xc;x'-*<ooocococs 
"  "~  CO  c:  "f  o  'j^  o  CO  o  >c  CO  cr  CO  CO  Ci  ■^  t--  >— .  -t  *>:>  cc  to  c.  o  >~  &•!  'O  CO 

COCOOtCjCOr—  COCOI>COC^r-<iM,k^OOCOCMa-.  CJCOtCCO'^'fCOO 
Ci  r-T  r^        CC  « r-^        .-T        CM^r-Tr-T  r-T  r-H         f^T        r-^  cT^C^r~i 


.  id    . 


i-i>ccocD-^oc:;c3;or-cDoccoc 


■  CO  c 


jCOi-HCDO'-'r-'d—  OOr— t^t^«3 


»CMOiCMCt:>5^0LiOC^CMt*OCOOOrH(iJI>Or-«COr>.OCOC100t--.OOi<£> 

<-i*o;o:i— ic:oocooh'Ot^cor-it--T-^'OOCOr-'coa:cD-rococoNOi 
3-t<*r:<!cccr-cioco  —  cior^cccocococyD-ft^r-j-fco^o-ro'Cic^ccco 

''COOC'':cO^»T^«ftCOCOCOCOCOCO(Mi—  CMr-'O'.OCOCMcsC^OOTjicOT'^'^O 
i  r-^ci         r^        i-T        r-T  r-T  r-T        i-T       Ol"  f-T  .-T  rH  r-T        CM~        r-T  CM"f-rr-rr-r 


i-^co*::"!— t^X'CO>r3cor*r-.OTt 
)oD<cc;t^wjto>o^cocooc-oooc 


'Oi—  c 


I  O  CM  O  O  O  — •  CO 

;  !>.  I-*  CO  CO  c  uo  CO 


CD  O  O" 

COi-fC^Or-CTrip-Hr^CH 


TTCOC^'TCOCOOOeO 


CO  05  "^  CO  01 1*  a:  CO  c<J  CD  »o>  -6  co  o  c^  --p 
C-  —  :ooo^=0iocor-io0'-^c-ico:oi:5 

CIC^CqcQCN        CO(-lr-*C^.        i-iCOCMC^i-h 


No.  learn'g  German. 


No.  of  Females. 


!Avg.  salaries  females 
I  per  month. 


|Avg.   salaries  males 
I  per  month. 


No.  of  Males. 


No,  of  Females. 


Average    number  of 
months  taught. 
No.  yetrequired, 

Whole  number. 


tO-fCMl^-if-fClCOr-OOr-JCOi— iccco(Mo-*o: 


.  01  O  00  O  fO  CO  * 


O-^CMCO  —  COCD  rf'OCOClCMOOOCOCOGMCDCD 


>Oco^^t-»t<coco'*''<3;o-- 

i  r^  c:  fM  t---  a.  CTj  o  O  c;  c^i  c-1  -     _ - 

01         CM  CO  r-i  r-^  .-«         Q^  <-i  i-i         i-H  CM  r-  CN  C^  p-h 


_    _     ._*>oa;'C;-j"o-ft-'ro:ot^coto       oococo 

Cq  CM  O  O  l»*  ^  "^  00  --H  TP  -t<  O  CO  O  r-  -T-'  C^l         W  <— I  CO 


CM  rH  .-.  r-t 


CM  f-H  ^rH 


>oocicoooooo».oo 

>OOOOOOOOOOr—  o 

^  h-  iQ  oi  c:  CI  »tt  o  O  O  CO  c:  o     I  *. 
3:MCMC^OICJCMCOCO?^CMC'1C<1      -C 


;  o  o  too  Cfl  o      o  o  c 


00  oooc:?cocooot'^o'^»o 

OCOOOOOOCOCOOOC'IOWO 

o^NCMCM'CX)t>-fir:)a'-cot— • 


•  (_j  T  c-^  '-^  f/-i  "t.'  -f  i>  ■n'  c^  ':t-  ^i?  i-^ 

•  COCMCMG^GMCMCMCMCOCOCOCMCM 

"co^^  o  o  -1*  o  o  o  o~o^  CO  o  o~66'o  o^  o  o  o~o  10  o  o 

C-lOCi-'OCOOCOO'^iOO-JCOOOCOOOOOCaoO'COO 

'y?  Ol  »0  C-l  C.  O  <— '  O  t^  'O  --  O;  00  01  CO  O  O  'O  o  *c  o  o 
CO  ^-S  -i*  CO  C^  c;  CO  ^  T  CM  CO  (N  CM  CO  CO  CO  CO         "  "^ 


:  o  o 

j  CO  C^  CO  -^  C-"i  CM  CO 


.  O  'O  o 

.  OOOJ  CD 
•  CD  OOCq 


CMOrHt^CONClrOCC^COt 


.Tj<      .r^CO»Or-(»O«C0«>NCqt-C0I>'»O         rrfi 


C<»rJ1r-lC^CDr-lCOi-HrHi-tCO"<*'rHe^'*}«i-l>Ot'-I>  -^-C^  r-*  Ol  i-4  CO 


■^■^'^■^■^®0-^aO»0».Ot>.CO'^»OCO»0'*OCOCD'*'<J'<0*0'^CO'^CO<e«Dt^        Tt<t*T}< 


■^a)C^05"«*"coco'^"^"^«>i>oDe<iOr-iajt-ooot*c^-*<©«ocDeq^eDcooio      i-nwi*© 


l.i^ 


'.  :  :  :"^  :  :  ;.j  :  s  •  :  g  ■''.  -^  •  j  -a  • « 
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DISTRICTS  UNPAID, 

But  are  still  supposed  to  be  entitled  to  the  appropriation  of  1865,  which,  if 

not  satisfactorily  proved  be/ore  June,  1S67,  said  approprtation  will  be 
forfeited. 

Armstrong,  Ilovey,  (IndJ 3?2l  16 

Beaver,  Glasgow « 13  tj8 

Bedford,  Londonderry 7*  10 

Do... Providence,  East 'Jl  ^f 

Do.  ..Providence,  West '3   t'2 

Centre,  Curtin 34  2U 

Do. . Marion 57  48 

Clearfield,  Fox 1&  ^6 

Columbia,  Orange ^^  ^J^ 

Crawlord,  Britain  Run 1^  ^'*' 

Fayette,  Springhill 140  iJ8 

Greene,  Monongahela ^\^  ^" 

Luzerne,  Jackson ^°  "* 

Mercer,  Jetferson • 104  50 

Do... Sharon 80  56 

Monroe,  Pocono 95  o8 

Do... Price 26  32 

Pike,  Lehman ^9  1^ 

Schuylkill,  Brunswick,  West 29  26 

Somerset,  Northampton *'   ^f 

Susquehanna,  Great  Bend  borough 56  62 

Tioga,  Shippen 17  86 

Wayne,  Manchester "^^  ^*^ 

Wyoming,  Lemon ^^  76 

Do Northumberland 76  38 

York,  Lewisberry 34  58 

1,687  10 


DISTRICTS  UNPAID, 

Because  they  have  failed  to  forward  to  the  Department,  either  their  four 
months''  certificate,  or  annual  report,  or  both,  for  1866. 

Beaver  countv,  Hanover $143  SI 

Do   '..Hookstown 40  59 

Bedford,  Broad  Top 153  75 

Do. .  .Londonderry 71  75 

Berks,Bethel 209  10 

Bradford,  Burlington  borough 26  24 

Cameron,  Gibson 46  33 

Centre,  Snow  Shoe ^2  00 

Clearfield,  Beccaria 85  56 

Do....  Fox 12  71 

Columbia,  Conyngham . , 2(8  80 

Elk,  Highland 2  87 

Fulton,  M'Connellsburg  ....    70  93 
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G ivene,  Springhill $'.>9  G3 

Iiidiaua,  Canoe 148  42 

Do....Chsny  Tree  borough 31  98 

Luzotne,  Buck 42  64 

Do...\Viirflit 23  37 

M'Kean,  Olto 26  65 

Pike,  Lehniau 61  56 

Folter,  Homer 21  73 

Do..  Sweden 47  15 

Susquehanna,  Dundafl' 25  01 

Tioga,  Gaines 35  26 

Do . .  M  iddleburg 150  88 

Do-.Shippen 22  96 

DcElkland   borough ;...  36  90 

Venango,  Franklin 264  45 

Do Haimony 50  02 

Bo..,.Ti.mesta  towt;ship 69  29 

WashiugtoM,  ^V"ashingt<)n , 344  81 

Wa>  ne,  Way  mart , 52  48 

Wyoming,  Braintrim ..,..,*,.»,....  47  56 

2,827  23 


DISTIUCTS   UNPAID, 

And  whose.  Stole  opprcprialion  haa  been  for feiied,  because  teachers  were 
employed  ivithouc  vaud  ceiliJlcaCes,  or  because  L'ney  had  hss  than  four 
month b  schools. 

Bi-.(l(brd  county,  AtlienH  township $179  99 

Do Burlington,  Weftt , 83  23 

Cameron  county,  Lumber 22  56 

Elk  county,  Kidgway.        68  47 

Fayette  coui.ty,  Heniv  Clar 86  92 

Do Whai'ton  (Ind.J) 8  20 

Fcrcft  county,  Tionesta 6  97 

Venango,  Corni^lanter 293  15 

Do..,PleaBaniville 32  80 

%  

782  28 


DISTRICTS  UNPAID, 

And  ivhose  State  appropriation  has  bein  forfeited,  by  having  no  schools  in 
operation  at  all.  from  the  beginning  of  the  system,  or  for  many  years. 

Reaver  county,  Harmony $37  31 

Bedford  county.  Southampton 147  60 

Beiks  county,  District 75  03 

Jefierson  ('(junty,  Barnett 26  24 

Lanf-aster  county,  C<  calico,  West 247  64 

M'Kean  county,  Wctmore 4  11 


UNPAID  DI:>TRICTS.  ^^'^ 


North uniberland,  Cameron 

Do J  acUson 

Do ....... • Jordan 

Do". Mahanoy,  Upper. 

Do Mahaiioy,  Liitle.. 

])o  _ ' Wnshinjitun 

Schuylkill",  Brunswick,  Went 

Uo Mahantaiigo,  Upper. . . 

Do Penn,  West. 

Somerset,  Conemaugh 

Wyoming,  Falls 

Do. .  .Lemon. •  • 

Do . . .  Tunkhannock  township. 

Do..  .Washington 

York,  Manheim 


1,708  4H 
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STATISTICS  OF  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


lllSTOKY  : — 

Pate  of  i>>ci)i;iiition 

'I'otal  aunibor  of  malo  -indeois  since  lecusnitiou 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MILLERSVILLE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

MiLLERSViLLE,  Octoher  24-,  1866. 
Hon.  C.  R.  CoBURN, 

State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  : 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
State  Normal  school  of  the  Second  district : 

Past  Year. — During  the  past  year  the  school  was  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion. There  were  807  students  in  attendance,  the  largest  number  ever  en- 
rolled during  any  one  year.  The  graduating  class  consisted  of  twenty 
members,  seventeen  in  the  elementary  course,  two  in  the  scientific,  and  one 
ia  the  classical. 

Frospecta. — The  prospects  for  the  present  year  are  encouraging.  There 
are  now  upwards  of  four  hundred  students  in  attendance,  and  the  number 
is  constantly  increasing.  The  school  will  be  quite  as  large,  probably 
larger,  than  during  any  previous  winter  session.  Th's  is  an  evidence  of 
increased  interest  in  normal  instruction,  a  fact  highly  gratifying  to  the 
friends  of  education. 

Graduates. — Nearly  all  of  our  last  year's  graduates  are  engaged  in  teach- 
ing, and  some  of  them  are  occupying  situations  of  considerable  responsi- 
bility and  honor.  So  far  as  I  can  learn  they  are  all  doing  well,  and  giving 
assurance  of  becoming  an  ornament  to  their  profession,  and  an  honor  to 
their  alma  matur. 

Demand  for  Graduates  — There  is  a  large  demand  for  the  graduates  of 
the  school,  a  demand  which  is  constantly  increasing.  All  of  our  graduates 
either  have  situations  or  have  been  offered  them,  and  had  the  class  been 
twice  as  large,  positions  could  have  been  found  for  all.  The  demand  for 
teachers  of  a  proper  grade  very  largely  exceeds  the  supply,  a  fact  which 
ought  to  be  an  incentive  to  young  teachers  to  complete  the  course  of  study 
at  some  of  our  Normal  schools. 

Under -Graduates. — A  large  number  of  those  who  have  been  pupils  of 
our  school  are  teaching  in  the  common  schools  of  the  State.  Some  of  these 
expect  to  complete  the  course  of  study  ;  others  have  not  the  means  or  in- 
clination to  do  80.  Both  classes  are  among  the  very  best  teachers  ino  i: 
common  schools,  and  through  them  the  Normal  school  is  doing  a  gre  \ . 
work  for  popula  education,  a  work,  considering  the  number  of  such  teach- 
ers, not  inferior  to  that  done  through  its  graduates. 

In  view  of  this,  the  question  arises,  would  it  not  be  well  for  the  State 
to  authorize  the  granting  to  such  pupils  a  provisional  certificate  (A  qualifi- 
cations, somewhat  similar  to  the  certificate  of  a  County  Superintendent? 
2    School  Rep. 
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Such  av  certificate  would  be  a  recommendation  to  a  qualified  teacher,  and 
serve  also  to  distinguish  the  different  grades  of  normal  pupils  who  are  en- 
gaged in  teaching. 

Appropriations. — The  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  last  winter,  appro- 
priating fifty  cents  a  week  to  students  who  intend  to  become  teachers,  is 
a' step  in  the  right  direction.  The  principle  upon  which  it  is  based  is  cor- 
rect. The  money  appropriated  should  go  to  aid  those  who  are  preparing 
to  become  teachers.  The  only  change  suggested  is,  that  the  amount  be 
doubled,  the  State  paying  one  dollar  a  week  instead  of  fifty  cents.  This 
will  just  about  defray  the  expenses  of  tuition,  and  this  is  a  duty  the  State 
owes  to  those  who  are  preparing  themselves  to  take  charge  of  our  public 
schools. 

Buildings. — The  authorities  of  the  school  have,  for  several  years,  been 
thinking  of  erecting  a  building  for  a  gymnasium  and  library  rooms,  for  the 
two  literary  societies  of  the  institution.  The  present  plan  is  to  erect  a  new 
building  for  a  chapel  and  recitation  rooms,  and  make  a  gymnasium  out  of 
the  old  chapel,  and  library  rooms  out  of  the  old  recitation  rooms.  This 
building  will  probably  be  erected  next  summer. 

EDWARD  BROOKS, 
Principal  State  Normal  school  of  the  Second  district. 


REPORT  OF  TifE  EDINBORO'  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Hon.  C.  R.   CoBURN, 

Superintendent  Common  Schools: 

Dear  Sir  : — In  compliance  with  your  request  of  September  22,  I  submit 
to  you  the  following  brief  report  of  the  State  Normal  school,  for  the  Twelfth 
district,  for  the  school  year  ending  June  last. 

Attendance  of  Scholars. — The  attendance  of  pupils  at  the  school  was 
greater  than  for  any  previous  year.  During  the  fall  term  there  were  366 
scholars  in  the  Normal  school,  and  173  in  the  model  school,  making  thd 
largest  number  ever  present  at  one  time.  Our  buildings  will  not  accom- 
modate this  number,  and  the  trustees  have  purchased  some  additional  ground 
on  which  to  erect  needed  buildings. 

Graduates. — In  June  last,  three  gentlemen  and  five  ladies  graduated  in 
the  elementary  course.  Seven  of  these  signed  an  agreement  to  teach  two 
full  years  in  the  common  schools  of  the  State. 

Change?. — Several  changes  have  been  made  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
Lave  been  advantageous.     Among  these  may  be  mentioned — 
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1.  The  separation  of  the  departments  of  instruction. — Previously  each 
teacher  had  given  instruction  in  niore  than  one  branch  of  studj.  Last  year 
we  were  able  to  arrange  the  studies  in  such  a  manner,  that  each  teacher  gave 
his  attention  to  Ijut  one  class  of  studies. 

2.  Classification  of  Scholars. — Previously  we  have  allowed  pupils  great 
latitude  in  the  number  and  choice  of  their  studies.  The  following  plan  is 
now  adopted  :  Pupils  are  allowed  to  take  up  any  study  for  which  they  are 
prepared.  We  divide  studies  into  whole  studies  and  half  studies.  All  new 
studies,  which  require  long  and  laborious  preparation,  such  as  grammar, 
arithmetic  and  geography,  are  called  whole  studies.  All  review  studies, 
and  those  requiring  less  preparation,  as  penmanship  and  drawing,  are  called 
half  studies.  Students  are  restricted,  to  three  and  one-half,  and  are  re- 
quired to  tabe  three  studies.  We  assign  lessons  of  sufficient  length  to  em- 
ploy the  class  two  hours  to  leara  one  lesson.  Few  scholars  are  able  to 
study  vigorously  more  than  six  hours  per  day. 

3.  Government. — We  have  added  two  features  to  our  former  system  of 
government;  one  is  the  membership  card,  the  other  the  roll  of  honor.  We 
give  to  each  student,  on  entrance,  a  membership  card  like  the  following  : 


STATE  XORMAt  SCMOOI.  MEMBEIRSHIP  €AI?I>. 
No $ 


M Hoom. 

Ton  are  entitled  to  the  general  priviJ.cges  of  tlie  School  anj  instniction  iu  the  following': 


STUDIES.                      1                     STUDIED. 

RECITED. 

ROOM. 

TEACHER. 

i 

1 

1 

i 

,,'„   .,  ti'.- 

1 

i                                                             i 

1 

i 

'! 

During  the  first  term,  1866  and  1867,  provided  you  conform  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  regulations  of  the  Institution. 

You  will  carry  this  card  with  you  while  at  the  school,  and  show  it  to  each  teacher  when 
asked  fwr  it.  By  any  repented  or  one  willful  violation  of  the  rales  of  the  school,  you  will 
Ibrfeit  yonr  right  to  the  privileges  of  the  school.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  teacher  finding 
ou  out  of  place,  to  call  for  this  card  and  eater  the  same  upon  it.     Should  }  ou  lose  it,  apply 

the  office  for  another. 


Chapel  Sent  Ko. 


.Principal. 


Under  the  column  headed  "studies,"  is  written  the  studies  the  pupil  is 
allowed  to  take  ;  under  the  colaran  headed  "  recited,"  is  entered  the  time 
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when  the  lesson  is  recited  ;  in  the  next  column  is  entered  the  room  where 
the  class  recites.  When  the  pupil  goes  to  his  first  recitation  in  each  class, 
he  shows  his  card  to  the  teacher,  and  he  enters  his  own  name  on  the  card, 
and  the  pupil's  name  in  the  class  roll.  As  soon  as  the  pupil  gets  fairly 
settled  for  the  term,  he  is  expected  to  fill  up  the  second  column  by  entering 
the  time  when  he  studies  each  lesson. 

Whenever  a  student  is  found  out  of  place,  his  card  is  taken  and  marked. 
If  taken  the  second  time,  a  letter  is  seat  to  his  parents.  For  the  third  offence, 
the  pupil  is  dismissed. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  we  publish,  on  a  special  circular,  the  names  of 
those  who  are  present  at  every  required  exercise  and  recitation  during  the 
term.     These  constitute  the  roll  of  honor. 

Additions. — We  have  added  about  two  hundred  volumes  to  our  library, 
and  have  commenced  a  text- book  library.  It  is  intended  to  place  in  this, 
copies  of  the  best  text-books  upon  the  various  school  studies.  We  already 
have  a  number  o^"  different  text-boots  upon  every  branch  pursued  in  the 
school.     The  scholars  often  refer  to  this  library. 

A  number  of  publishers  have  given  us  maps  and  charts,  and  a  few  addi- 
tional articles  of  apparatus  have  been  purchased. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  Prof  Thompson  commenced  the  collection 
of  a  cabinet  of  geological,  miueralogical  and  botanical  specimens.  Fair 
progress  has  been  made.  The  collection  contains  specimens  of  all  the  kinds 
of  rock  named  in  the  common  text  books  on  geology,  a  fine  lot  of  lead  ores 
from  Illinois  and  Iowa,  a  set  of  gold  and  silver  ores  from  California,  Idaho 
and  Colorado. 

Haaiifi. — it  is  now  eight  years  since  the  school  was  commenced,  and  it 
has  been  remarkably  healthy,  with  the  exception  of  one  term.  Last  winter, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  warm,  damp  weather,  the  students  suffered  much 
from  fevers,  a  few  of  which  proved  fatal.  Since  the  first  of  March,  the  stu- 
dents have  been  usually  well.  We  urge  them  to  take  daily  exercise  oat 
doors  or  in  the  gymnasium.  About  one-half  attend  the  gymnastic  classes* 
We  need  a  much  larger  gymnasium.  If  possible,  we  intend  to  build  one 
next  year. 

titate  Aid. — The  aid  furnished  by  the  State  to  those  intending  to  become 
teachers,  is  already  making  this  institution  more  professional.  Should  the 
aid  be  increased  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  instruction,  it  will 
make  the  school  entirely  professional,  and  its  influence  upon  the  public 
schools  will  be  greatly  increased. 

J.  A.  COOPER. 
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REPORT  OF  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

State  Normal  School, "> 
Mansfield,  Pa.     ]" 
Hon.  C.  R.  CoBURN, 

State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  : 

Dear  Sir  : — In  compliance  with  a  request  made  from  the  Department  of 
Common  Schools,  the  following  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

The  past  school  year  of  this  institution  has  been  one  of  deep  interest  and 
marked  progress.  It  has  had,  as  in  former  years,  to  struggle  with  debt  and 
poverty.  The  success  of  this,  its  third  year,  as  a  State  institution,  has  been 
very  gratifying  to  its  friends.  It  has  been  in  good  working  order  during 
the  year,  with  a  corps  of  teachers  whose  breadth  of  scholarship,  and  ability 
to  teach,  is  best  attested  by  those  who  have  had  an  opportunity,  and 
tiierefore  a  right  to  judge.  The  building,  though  large,  is  not  sufficient 
to  meet  the  demands  upon  it  It  is  well  arranged,  has  fine  class  and  study 
rooms,  and  sufScieut  dormitories,  ample  black- board  surface,  and  a  small 
philosophical  apparatus,  together  with  a  large  gymnasium,  and  a  good  ap- 
paratus 

During  the  past  year,  a  suitable  building  was  sereured  and  fitted  up  for  a 
model  school.     This  new  feature  proved  quite  a  success. 

The  religious  exercises  of  the  Normal  school  were  as  follows  :  Every 
morning  school  opened  by  singing,  reading  the  Scriptures,  and  repeating 
the  Lord's  Prayer  in  concert.  Evening,  chapel  at  seven  o'clock.  Singing, 
reading  the  Scriptures  and  extemporaneous  prayer  by  the  teachers,  in 
alternation.  Bible  class  every  Sabbath  morning,  the  attendance  upon  church 
services  at  some  of  the  neighboring  churches  of  the  village,  and  prayer  meet- 
iog  in  the  evening. 

During  the  year  a  deep  religious  interest  has  prevailed  among  the  pupils, 
and  we  feel  assured  that  as  a  result  of  their  earnest  and  mutual  inquiries, 
many  of  theta  will  carry  with  them  the  basis  of  all  happiness,  vital  piety. 

Aside  from  the  ordinary  exercises  of  the  school,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  has  been  made  a  regular  study  during  the  year,  and  once  a 
■week  the  entire  school  has  been  examined  upon  it. 

There  are  connected  with  the  school  three  societies,  one  musical  and  two 
literary.  In  these  societies  much  interest  has  been  manifested  and  much 
taste  and  talent  displayed.  To  such  parts  of  the  exercises  as  were  of  a 
pnrely  literary  character,  the  ladies  have  contributed  largely;  besides,  at 
times,  participating  in  the  discussions  of  resolutions.  Many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  these  societies  are  men  and  women,  and  as  such  have  a  real  interest 
in  whatever  vitally  concerns  their  race,  and  are  fully  capable  of  expressing 
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it.  Many  of  them  are  returned  soldiers,  and  feel  most  keenly  whatever  re- 
lates to  the  country  they  fought  to  save.  Au  iuveatigation  and  discussion 
of  all  subjects  of  general  interest,  such  as  political,  or  otherwise,  has  been 
encourged.  They  have  endeavoi'ed.  in  every  known  way,  lo  save  pnpils 
who  go  out  from  this  school  from  the  stigma  of  shameful  ignorance  regard- 
ing matters  outside  the  text-books. 

The  first  graduating  classof  this  institution  went  out  from  us  at  the  close 
of  the  year.  They  were  fifteen  in  number,  twelve  ladies  and  three  gentle- 
men. Only  eleven  of  this  number  signed  the  agreement  to  teach  two  years, 
consequently  only  this  number  were  entitled  to  receive  the  fifty  dollars  ap- 
propriated by  the  State.  Of  these  graduates  we  justly  feel  proud.  Eight 
are  now  engaged  in  teaching,  at  paying  salaries  One  expects  to  enter  the 
medical,  and  another  the  legal  profession,  while  another  is  to  engage  in 
general  business. 

The  wants  of  this  institution  are  many.  Among  those  most  pressing  are 
more  buildings,  more  apparatus,  and  larger  appropriations  from  the  State, 
that  the  annual  expenses  may  be  kept  up  Vr^ilhoat  such  rigid  economy  as 
aeems  to  kill  out  the  energies  of  those  working. 

Those  living  in  more  densely  populated  and  wealthier  portions  of  the 
State,  know  little  of  the  struggles  and  privations  incident  upon  the  getting 
up  of  an  institution  like  this.  Why,  the  taxes  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
common  schools,  and  the  repairing  and  building  of  school  houses,  often  re- 
quires the  exercise  of  the  full  legal  powers  in  levying  them.  Those  who 
hrve  contributed  for  this  institution  are  laboring  men  and  women.  Their 
contributions  range  from  fifty  cents  to  five  hundred  dollars.  In  several  in- 
stances a  subscription  of  ten  dollars  was  made,  and  the  hands  that  subscribed 
it  worked  it  out  in  day's  labor.  One  colored  young  man  subscribed  fifty 
dollars,  and  paid  his  subscription  in  carrying  brick  and  mortar. 

These  contributors  have  never  looked,  or  even  hoped  for,  a  dividend  upon 
their  stock.  They  had  broader  and  more  exalted  views  when  these  contri- 
butions were  made.  They  were  building  for  posterity,  knovring  that  thc- 
results  of  their  efforts  would  be  realized  by  the  generations  that  come  aiter 
them.  To  shov/  that  this  idea  still  obtains,  the  stockholders  of  to- day  are 
ready  to  donate  every  dollar  of  their  stock  to  the  State,  at  any  moment  the 
State  will  guarantee  the  successful  running  of  the  school. 

By  order  of  the  Board 

F.  A.  ALLE:N,  Principal. 
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REPORT  OF   KUTZTOWN   NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

The  following  is  not  properly  a  report  of  a  State  Normal  school,  but  a 
brief  statement  of  facts  relative  to  one  which  was  recognized  by  the  State 
authorities  within  a  few  months  past,  and  which  is  now  in  successful  opera- 
tion : 

The  official  recognition  of  this  institution  as  the  State  Normal  school  for 
the  Third  Normal  district  of  the  Commonwealth,  comprising  the  counties 
of  Berks,  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh,  took  place  on  the  13th  day  of  September, 
1866 

There  were  three  principal  causes  that  led  to  its  establishment :  The  in- 
fluence of  the  county  superintendency,  the  necessity  of  having  properly 
qualified  teachers  in  our  common  schools,  and  the  liberality  of  the  people 
in  whose  midst  it  is  located. 

It  is  admitted  by  all  thoughtful  men,  that  Almighty  God,  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  His  favors,  has  endowed  the  counties  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  in 
many  of  which  the  German  element  is  so  prominent,  with  a  fair  proportion 
of  talent,  and  with  a  degree  of  mental  capacity  such  as  would,  if  fully  de- 
veloped, place  them  on  an  intellectual  level  with  the  most  advanced  sections 
of  the  State.  Circumstances,  hitherto  beyond  control,  prevented  some  of 
them  from  reaching  that  mental  elevation  for  which  they  are  naturally  qua-li- 
fied,  and  of  which  they  are  pre-eminently  worthy.  To  excite  in  them  a 
feeling  of  self-respect,  and  a  full  consciousness  of  the  genius  and  spiritual 
excellency  that  lay  dormant  and  unexercised,  as  well  as  to  create  in  them  a 
profound  conviction  of  their  duty  to  educate  themselves  so  as  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  age,  and  do  the  part  assigned  to  them  in  the  history 
of  the  State ;  this  was  the  main  work,  as  Superintendent  of  Berks  county, 
during  the  past  six  years,  we,  in  our  own  imperfect  state  and  limited  sphere, 
tried  to  accomplish.  We  feel  profoundly  grateful  to  Almighty  God  that, 
now,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  there  has  been  established  a  school,  in  which 
every  opportunity  will  be  afforded  them,  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  their 
wants  and  peculiarities,  and  under  the  provisions  of  the  State,  to  bestow 
upon  their  sons  and  daughters  that  education  they  are  so  well  fitted  to  re- 
ceive and  adorn. 

This  feeling  of  self-respect  once  excited,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  impressing  upon  the  minds  of  our  people  the  conviction  that  our  com- 
mon schools  should  be  placed  under  the  care  of  efficient  and  well-trained 
teachers. 

To  the  generous  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Kutztown  and  Maxatawny 
township,  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  belongs  the  honor  of  having  pro- 
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vided  the  material  means  which  were  required  to  purchase  grounds  and 
erect  the  necessary  buildings. 

The  immediate  occasion  of  the  establishment  of  the  Keystone  Normal 
school,  was  the  gathering,  during  the  summer  of  1865,  by  the  present  Sa- 
perintendent  of  Berks  county,  of  a  number  of  teachers  for  the  purpose  of  normal 
instruction.  They  were  convened  in  Maxatawny  seminary,  which  was  then 
under  the  care  of  Prof  Nicks.  The  success  of  this  movement  inspired  in 
the  people  of  this  section  of  the  county  a  determination  to  erect  buildings 
iBuch  as  the  school  law  required,  and  establish  a  regular  Normal  school  for 
the  Third  Normal  district.  On  the  17th  of  September,  1865,  the  corner 
stone  of  the  present  institution  was  laid,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  by 
Rev.  John  S.  Ermentrout,  assisted  by  Professors  Raub  and  Transean  ;  on 
the  13th  of  September,  1866,  it  was  officially  recognized,  and  on  the  15th 
of  the  same  month,  it  was  dedicated  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
erected. 

The  Normal  building  is  beautifully  located,  upon  high  ground,  in  Maxa- 
tawny township,  Berks  county,  near  the  borough  of  Kutztown,  surrounded 
with  land  to  the  extent  of  ten  acres,  and  distant,  midway  between  Allen- 
town  and  Reading,  about  two  miles  from  Lyon's  Station,  on  the  East  Penn- 
sylvania railroad.  Its  general  out-lin©  is  simple  but  imposing ;  a  cetitre 
crowned  with  a  tower  and  flanked  with  wings,  presenting  a  front  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  feet,  with  a  proportionate  depth  ;  the  whole  conveniently 
arranged,  well  ventilated,  excellently  adapted  to  promote  the  health  and 
OQmfort  of  its  inmates,  and  with  boarding  accommodations  for  three  hundred, 
snd  school  accommodations  for  four  hundred  students. 

The  whole  cost  of  the  buildings,  grounds,  furniture,  &c.,  is  about  $50,000; 
the  whole  debt  now  pressing  upon  us  is  about  $25,000. 

AS  the  school  has  been  in  operation  as  a  State  Normal  school  bnt  on* 
month,  it  will  not  be  expected  that  we  shall  enter  into  any  detailed  state- 
ments touching  its  income,  the  number  of  students,  and  other  points  which 
•annot  be  brought  forward  before  the  school  year  shall  have  terminated. 

JOHN  S.  ERMENTROUT, 

Principal. 
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THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY  ADOPTED  FOR  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

ELEMENT ABY  COURSE. 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  branches  tanght  in  common  schools,  as  required  by  Ihw, 
including  higher  arithmetic  and  higher  grammar;  also, 

Physical  GtcoRAPnT,  a.s  much  as  found  in  Warren's,  and  Mathematical,  as  ranch  at 
found  in  Smith. 

Ettmology.— Prefixes  and  suffixes,  as  found  in  ordinary  text-books  ;  scientific  terms  vt 
the  studies  of  the  course ;  Grim'slaws,  Max  MuUer's  principles,  and  French's  studj  of 
words. 

Geometry. — Plane  and  solid  geometry,  including  the  measurement  of  the  surlkce,  tht 
Tolume,  the  prism,  the  pyramid,  the  cylinder,  the  cone,  and  the  sphere. 

Algebra. —  As  found  in  elementary  text-books. 

BeoK  Keeping.— Single  entry,  as  found  in  ordinary  text-books,  with  a  knowledge  of 
the  use  of  checks,  notes,  drafts,  &c. 

Physiology. — As  found  in  the  larger  common  school  text-books. 

NATUR.A.L  PHILO.SOPHY. — As  found  in  the  ordinary  text-books,  with  use  of  apparatus. 

Botany  or  Geology. — As  found  in  ordinary  text-books. 

History  United  States  ahd  Cojkititbtion. — As  in  ordinary  text-books. 

RuatoRic. — As  in  ordinary  text-books. 

PsNMASsHip. — To  be  able  to  teach  and  explain  some  approved  system. 

Drawing.— Two  books  of  Bartholomew's  drawing  books,  and  sketch  upon  tke  black- 
board, objects  from  nature  and  art. 

Vocal  Music. — Principles  as  found  in  ordinary  text-books  and  attendance  npon  dnily 
Mceroises  for  at  least  one-thmi  of  a  year. 

The  Theory  of  Teaching  embraces  three  things,  namely: 

Ist.  A  knowledge  of  the  mental  and  moral  powers,  and  the  methods  of  training  them. 

M.  A  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  teaching  the  different  branches  of  study. 

Jd.  A  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  organizing  and  managing  public  schools. 

Thh  Practice  of  Teaching,  includes  forty-five  minutes  daily  practice  in  the  model 
•chool,  and  two  meetings  each  week  for  the  discussion  of  the  practice  of  teaching. 

Thh  Theory  of  Teaching  must  be  commenced  the  second  half  of  the  junior  year,  ani 
•OBtinaed  during  the  entire  course. 

SCIESTIFIC  CODRSfi. 

Plajte  and  Spherical  Trigonombtrt  and  Sprteting. 

HiOBTER  Algebra. — As  found  in  ordinary  text-books. 

AS.4.LYTICAL    GEOMETRY    AND    CALCULCS. 

ChbIubtry. — As  found  in  ordinary  text-books. 

Naxwral  Philosophy. — As  much  as  in  Olmsted,  revised  by  Snell. 

ZdotooY. — As  found  in  Agassiz  and  Gould. 

Gemeral  History. — As  found  in  Weber  or  WUaon. 

EsOiasH  Literature. — As  found  in  Shaw. 

AsTnoxoMT. — As  found  in  Lonmis. 

Locip. — For  one-third  of  a  school  year. 

Mbjttal  and  Moral  Philosophy. — As  found  in  ordinary  text-books. 
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MI8CELLAKHUUS  PKdVISIoNS. 

Thesis. — Ik  each  course  a  thesis  must  be  written  upon  some  educational  subject. 

ScBSTiTCTiONS.— Lady  pupils  may  be  permitted  to  substitute  for  spherical  trigonometry, 
analjtical  geometry,  calculus  and  the  mathematical  parts  of  Natural  philosophy  and  as- 
tronomy, an  equivalent  amount  of  Latin,  French  or  German. 

Sl  liooL  YE.iR. — Shall  consist  of  forty-two  weeks. 

At  E.KAMiNATioN,  a  paper  stating  that  the  candidates  have  completed  the  course  of 
!»t«dy  for  Normal  schools,  have  taught  the  required  time  in  the  model  school,  and  have 
been  examined  and  approved  by  the  faculty,  shall  be  presented  to  the  board  of  examiners. 

KrcoMMEND.4TioN.— The  pupils  of  the  Normal  schi>ols  be  recommended  to  study  the 
l^atin,  French,  and  especially  the  German  language,  as  far  as  practicable. 
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461  00, 

900  00, I 


1,250  00! I   1,000       135  00 

2,500  OOj I  2,125  13,000  00 

20,000  00 1  4,000    1,000  00 


1,500  OOi  1,146  00 


6,000: 
85,000 


1,200 


500  00.  6,797  00 
49,000  00 


20^044125  2,197  5,410  00   535 


6,000 
15,000 

2,000;  2,500  00 
],500j 
4.OO0I 
2.OOOI 


277  , 


15. 
1,800L 

i,ooo| 


160,, 


150  00    1,100  200  00 

i i  890  00 1 

I      900  464  00        208 

1.5,600  4,031  00    2,360       000 


700  00 
700  00 
1,400  00 
1,700  00 
1,.300  CO 
2,.500  00 
1,000  00 


7;o 

!  1,100' 

120  00  1,200 

I  2,100 


1,600 


80-' 00 
272  00 
300  00 
170  00 
200  00 
25  00 
50  00 


474,000  46.03,5  00 2.778  00  60,770  31.488  00  16.378 


25 


2.379 
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COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


Lid  of  Goxiniy  Superintev dents  now  in  CommissiGn. 


NAME  OP  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Adams 

Allegheny....... . 

Armstroiig 

Beavor 

Bedford 

Berks  

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria     

Ciimeron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford    

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Easton  borough. . . 

Payette 

Foro.sf 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata 

Lancaster < 

Lawrence 

Lebanon  

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

M'Kean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Montour • 

Northampton | 

Northumberland . . . .  | 

Perry i 

Pike 

Potter I 

Schuylkill : 

Snyder ! 

Somtrset { 

Sullivan I 

Susquehanna I 

Tioga I 

Union 

Venango  

Washington 

Warren. 

Westmoreland  ..• 

Wayne 

Wyoming 

York...; 


Aaron  Sheely 

A.  T.  Douthett 

J.  A.  Riohey 

Jamt'S  I.  Reed 

H.  VV    Fi>her 

J(jhn  S.  Ermentrout... 

Elexis  Elder.    

Otis  J.  Chubhuck 

S.  S.  Overholt 

J.  II  Craity 

J.  Prank  Condon  

J.  B  Johnson 

Reuben  P    Hofferd..-. 

R.  M  Mugeo 

W.  W    Woodruff 

George  8.  KcHy 

Q    W    Snyder 

A.  H.  Strayer 

Charles  G.  Barkley  . . . 

H.  U.  Persons 

George  Swartz 

D.  H    E.  LaRoss 

James  W   M'Cracken  . 

James  Blakeley 

L    T.  risk 

W.  W.  Collingham.... 

C.  W.  Wanee 

S    P.  Robrer 

P.  M.  Shoemaker 

H.  Winters 

Thomas  J.  Teal 

D    F.  Tussey 

A.  J.  Bolar 

S.  W.  Smith 

G.  W.  Loyd 

David  Evans 

G.  W.  M'Oracken 

Henry  Ilouck 

E   J.  Young 

H.  Armstrong 

John  T.  Reed 

C.  Ccrntorth 

Jacob  Miller 

Martin  Mohler 

John  B.  Storm 

Abel  Kambo 

William  Henry 

Wm.  N.  Walker 

G    W.  Haupt 

i^ilas  Wright 

E.  S.  Decker 

J.  W.  Allen.. 

Jesse  Newlin 

William  Moyer 

N.  B.  Critchfield 

John  W.  Martin 

W.  W.  Watson 

S.  B.  Price 

C    V.  Gundy 

C    H.  Dale 

J.  C.  Gilchrist 

Wilton  M.  Lindsey  .. 

J.  S.  Walthour 

J.  E   Hawker 

Wellington  La  Monte 
Samuel  B.  Utiiges. 


rOST   OFFICE. 


No.  of 
Schools. 


Gettysburg 

Pittsburg 

Scrub  Grass 

Enon  Valley. 

Bedford 

Keadicig 

Altoona 

Orwell .... 

Garden  ville 

Butler 

John."  town 

Sbippen 

Lehigh  ton 

Retierslxirg 

West  Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Lock  Haven.... 

Bloomsburg 

Saegertown 

Shiremiirisrown 

Hutiimc'stowQ 

Village  Green 

Benzinger 

Girard 

Easton 

Brownsville 

MarionviUe 

Strasbu  rg 

M'Coniiel'^burg    

Rice's  Landing 

Alexandria 

Armagh 

Broukville 

Thompson  town 

Lancaster 

New  Castle 

Lebanon  

AUentown 

Orange 

Muncy 

Smethport 

Greenville 

Lewistown 

Stroudsburg 

Trappe 

Poitsgrove,  Northum"d  co. 

Bethlehem 

Sunbury 

Millerstown 

Milford 

Coudersport 

Port  Carbon 

Preeburg 

New  Lexington 

Dushore 

New  Milford 

Kaoxville 

Lewisburg 

Franklin 

California 

Russelsburg 

Greenhburg 

Honesdalc 

Tunkhannock 

York 


SALARY. 


154  $80n  00 
608  2,00il  00 
22.3  bOl)  00 
168i  800  00 
ISU  l,Oi»0  OO 
475  j 1,250  00 
141  1  I.OdO  00 
363i  1.01)0  00 
247i  8C0  00 
214i  8u0  Qi) 


169 

22 

101 

184 
326 
174  ! 


1,000  00 

2(i0  00 
800  00 
700  «0 
1.200  .00 
800  00 


140  i  1,000  00 
104  800  00 
163  800  00 
357  i  1,000  00 


210 
221 
100 
37 
330 


213i 

11 
228 

63 
167 
194i 
225i 
127  I 

97 


490 

142 

172 

213 

417i 

226i 

72 
252 

94 
123 
260  J 

67 
220 
140 
165 

44 
113i 
343 

96 
194 

58 
270 
239  i 

83 
194 
274i 


700  00 
800  00 

1,000  00 
400  00 

1,000  00 

1,500  00 
800  00 
250  00 
800  00 
500  00 
600  00 
600  00 
800  00 

1,000  00 
500  00 


1,700  00 
800  00 
760  00 

1,000  00 

1,200  00 

1.500  00 
800  00 

1,200  00 
800  00 
600  00 

1,000  00 
700  00 

1,000  00 
800  00 
600  00 
300  00 
600  00 

1,600  00 
500  00 
800  00 

6on  00 

900  00 

1,000  00 

600  00 

1,000  00 

800  00 

166i!  1,000  00 

292  I  800  00 

195  1,000  00 

72   500  00 

352}1 1,500  00 


